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truely grounded is that of Pe 

tronius Arbiter , 










Non tu Corfu! eras fine P eft ore 
Di tibiFormam • 

Vi tibi Vivitiat dederant> 
Artemq- y fruendi, 



Among, which I am confident 

the Province of the Mufes can¬ 
not have the laft Plate, and Con- 

fideration. 
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but your Approbation being 
my chief Aim and Defire, all 
other Confideration will be little 

regarded, by 
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The Preface. 

1 waft avow my felf, as great an Admirer of the 
Ancients-with Juftice, as any Mart can he without. 
-AffeBatioH. I allow that their Deftgns were mafter- 

ly , and that they always had Nature in their Eye, in 

their Draughts of Man in his Pajfions or Manners , to 
which mojl of our Celebrated Modern Poets have had 
but little regardthoje at leaft, who have found the 
be ft Siiecefs t have been thoje who deviate the moft 
from the valuable Paths of Naturetrue Retoric , or 
even Common Senfe. 

But then I cannot put Lucian abfolutely into that 
illuftrioits Clafs, he liv'd in an Age, when the Tafte of 
the People was as Idofe and debauch'd as their Prin¬ 
ciples and Manners \ and Lucian, with all his Wit, 
con'd not cfcape the Infeftion of the Times, as is plain 
from bis Defence of Dancing \ in which, tho' he gives 
a great many juft Praifes to that Art, then in its 
Perfectionyet when he prefers it ev'n to a Tragedy, 
he pays but a Jlender defer ence to Senfe. 

I urge this to obviate the ObjeBions of a fort of Gen¬ 
tlemen, who tho ’ Nature has given them Parts fujfiei- 
_em to make a tolerable Figure among Men of Senfe, 
leffen what they have by the AffeBation of feeing 
more in an Old Author, than, any one elfe can difco’ver. 
This proceeds from the Pride of being. Thought greater 
Scholars, than the reft of their Company, tho'in reali¬ 
ty they only palm their own Fancy upon you for a Beau¬ 
ty of the Author s Intention , and which is often only 
' jo tn their own fingle Apprehenfion. 

\ Theft; Gentlemens JeleB Flowers art generally only 
W?rdf.' The happy turn of an Exprejfm •, a Phrdfe 
full, and fzrprizjng, commands their Adoration $ but 
for the Defign and Conduit of the Piece, they how 
no more of it, than if they had. never read an Author. 

Thefeare vteer Gratufiaticafters, and read Books like 

Dutch 
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Dutch Commentators , huffing themfelves with empty 
Words, while they pafs over Excellencies much greater 
and more Charming. The Authors, that are their 
Darlings have Reafon to Complain of their Praife y as 
Zeuxis in Lucian does of thofe, who had feen his admi¬ 
rable Piece of the Centaurs. The Applaufe was ever 
in-the wrong Place they were not touch'd with the 
Mafiery of his Defign or Performance, hut the moft 
trifling Errors of his Pencil put them into Rapturesi 
1 have feen the fame at that prefent favourite 
Monfier call’d- an Opera, when the finefi Ariettos, 
and Da Capos pafi unregarded, and the horriblo Reci¬ 
tative) put the empty Heads of Ajfettcd Coxcombs in 
Motion, as agitated with an Agony of Pleafitre. ' 
/ know that Gentlemen of this Kidney will never al¬ 
low Apuleius a Place tn the Prefence of Lucifh, and 
look-on bis Attempt at the fame thing as an Impudence 
worthy the Barbarifm of a Modern Man of Africa,. 

Yet J (hall hot doubt, iff fpite of their Supercilious Cen- 
fure, toprefer Apuleius to Lucian in this Particular, 
betaufe he has heighten d the Satire, and improv’d the 
Bkflgn, which are things of far greater Confequepce, 
than .all the petty-Beauties of Diliion, in which they 
cant well be . compar'd, becaufe Lucian wrote in Greek, 
iW Apuleius iK- Latin. However I will be fo Com- 


plaifant to thefe Critics to allow Lucian the Advan¬ 
tage in the. DjUUh, and be content, that Apuleius 
has 'the Preference in the Improvement of the Defign. 
But tbat.this may not- be look’d on as Gratis diftum. 
We’ll come to Particulars, we find Lucian’/ Afs^ 
fill'd either with the- Aroh Roguries of a Country Boy^ 

by which he fuffe^dinhis Perfon in that Afflnint Shaft? 
or his other HArdfhips in travelling, and Burthens and 
the like, with fome little Hint at the difeoverie’s he 

made of the Kites of Men ansiWomen, who hid them 

B 2 «, from 
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from Human* Kind. Bur Apuleius^ tbo ’ he kept nil 
that Lucian furnijh'd in thofe particulars,-yet he every 
xrhire improv'd the Hint 3 and biiargd the Image he 
troii'd rB^refait ; he has alfo taken care to multiply and 

er/U/dlijh all thofe Stories^ which jk&w'd the Salaciotif- 
usfs of the Women, and the Knavery and. Brutality of 
the hr:efts of the Syrian Goddefs , the abandon'd Lives 
and RiJuries of the Robbers, and fo to the reft ^ fo 
that his Bool may be call'd a Satire on the Vices oj 

/Ken and Women \ and Lucian’* the Bichr/e of, {he 

Mijerablc Condition of the Lift of cm Afs* 

J eonfefs there are feveral trifling things in Apu- 

le:us, orjack at lea ft as tv ond certainly jean fo to us, 

iho the Super ft ition of thofe Times will afford no cp$r 
temttibie Vindication cf me(l of them. ' His Style 
will Otrhavs admit of a Debate whether it be allowable 

i l j - 1 

er p of. lively bad. That he has ajjethed a very Poett- 
cd-DiCtion , is viable to every Reader, but whether 
f. Style /scram a with .Metaphors, and fo Kerb oft, be 
allowable in fro/e, I fall not here determine \ the’ 
J have no contemptible Authority for what ApulgiuS 
his done, and I might -urg:, that the whole being a fue¬ 
lled Fiction, he was, at Liberty to, adapt his Style to 
rd: Subject ■, for thof Verfe be ehofen as mofi Harmtytfa 
cos, according to Ariltotle, yet a Fable is no clefs a 
Poem for being in Profe. ■ _ . ' 

I cannot difmifs Apuleius without, faying femthing 
attut fo ccnfiderable a Pan of his Book , ns the Fab fa 
oj Fiyche. Athensus has wrote it- mtieh larger,-, and 
with a greater Circuit of Words and Prolixity,-, wkifh 
Apuleius confines to two Books. There have been fie* 
veral Marais given it, but few, or none that feern (a 
fall within the Defign of the Inventor of the. Fable. 

Same have made it the Union of Sad and Body j others 

Adam and Eve, and! be Tree of Knowledge, and the 


like. For my f&t it feems to jnt to', be a Moral-chiefly. 
Again ft Curiofity* as is inflam'd mice by Cupid hiinr. 


ft If. The FaUe of the Celebrated Oedipus is againfl 
the fame Fault, or Folly, and .all the lamentable Fate of 

that Prince is plainly the Confeept-ences of it. TheTJea- 

then Frkftho'oifjad Reafon tpdevd the.ir Batteries 

againf h, for-they were Cmfc'ious of Follies fo great 

in their gr.ofs Jytpofitions entkecF.eople, that they might 

well fear a Bifcovery from a liberty to Curiofity. 

It now remains, that I fay a word or two to the Mo¬ 
dern Improvement of Apuleius. 1 hope, that Ijhall 

net be'moun tedtoo partial to cur mr. Age, if I here 
give the Advantage to the Modem from the two. An- 

tiencs. For the fame Reef on, that fets Apuleius be- 


fore Lucian, prefers the Modern, to both, the Befign 
better in the laft mofi compleat. . An Afs was an Ani¬ 
mat, that con’d fcarce come into any Place where there 

coil cl be. my Secret Tran fabled, and therefore no pro¬ 
per Machine: for the Difcovery of. fecret rices,.-and 
Vnmashngi Flypocrify. But a fine Bologna Lap-Dog 

is admitted to the Clvjfets , .Cabinets, and Bedchambers 
of the Fair, and the Great, and therefore a Transfor¬ 
mation into that Shape was inure proper ctndCondncive to 
the Befign, than that of Luciau and Apuleius..- The 
Moclem fe taken care to do by Apuleius, what he 

did by Ltician, that is to Tranfplant all, that be cokd 

fitppdfe ■ moifd any way thrive, and flomjh.inhis own 


Plantation. 


Befides thofie, he has added Bifcoveries of the In - 
trignss of the Widows, and their peculiar Love Piii- 
tiques, Which, are notin either the Greek or Lcniti Au¬ 
thors. Infiead ofthe Priefts of the Den Syria, with whofe 
Allions the prefent State of Europe has little, to doj 
he has infer ted the Rogueries , Cheats and Dtboches of 
the Fryers, and Jefiats j who, the' Grafted on Chri- 

ftianity , 
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ftianity, have as far- excelPd the WZckidneft of thofd 
itinerant Mendicants of Pagamfm with their ftroling 
i)ivifskj i as the Excellence of the Chrifiian-Religiori 
is greater , than the meer Inventions of > Mm,' for Cor* 
ruprio Opnimi eft peffima. - ■ V.,*--. u -• v-.v.i 

Whether the Stories of the fefidts -and Fry ors and 


Nans he litteraiy 

hut this 1 can fay 


I 

Icatf pkralelly nay exceed; them in 

already publiffd td the Worlds 


So that the Romanics have no j ufiCaufe of Compl 

of any Impo(hires of our Author , who has fold no ? 
of tkem^ than their own. Writers Jufiify , and He 
^ : proves from-undoubted Records. 


JWI 


ibjeiledy that too hutch of theft 


•-> 


lames 'is fpent before. the'Transfc 
Imuft Anfwer, that. ApuleisS is not' Metamorphos'd 
till the End of the third Book, FantaCio at the endof 
the fccond'y ond tho' the Books of the. Modern are 
fomething larger, than chafe of the. Andent v W the, 



whole. 


‘lc ' 
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\ There is one Thing peculiar to f^Italian, which is 
neither in: \the Greek nor the Latin, whidh it^ that the 
Modern has. taken care seeafionally to imerfperfe Dif 
ciurfes- Letters , and P&rfes- *- on- -various ’ and curious 


9 w 

be found 


frejjuent' Mofal Refitttionsy which sire.. 

in the others. 

Many and my felf have .endeavour’d to 
com as niWthc Style of Apuleius as -the difference of 
Time, and the Rights of-the Languages worid permit. 
To conclude ,: there isnothing its the -Latin Author worth 
our reading , that is not in the Tranjlaiipn; And fmee 
"jo many wretched Booh have taken with, the-Town} 
purely becaufe Tran fluted .from the.French, JwaSiti 


s 
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hopes-, that a Verfion of an Italian , when the Follies of 

that Nation arc fo much in Vogue^ wan'd not be dt- 
Apis'd. But if nothing butfuch JickDrearns as The Ara¬ 
bian Nights Entertainments: The Devil upon two 
Sticks, &c. will go down , the London-Bridge Book- 
fellers have Reafon to hope , that Valentine and Orfon, 
and Tom Thumb in Folio, and fuch more valuable 
Trifles may fpeedily be advanc'd from the Nurfery to 
the Cabinets of the Fair , and the Studies of the Wits 
But indeed England at this time Jeems the Africa of 
Wit , where only Monfters Thrive and Domineer , both 
on the Theatre and in the Prefs. 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


Is 


! : * • # .. • * 

pfo Signor Giovanni Vecchio Let an/e, of the Aca** 
demy oi La Crnfca ,in Florence, Carlo Monte 

of .the Academy of the HumorJJU jrt 
Rome, wifhes Health, happy Days and plea- 
ling Nights. 




SEND .yon, my good Friend , with this Billet± 
a Copy of the Manufiript taken from that of the 
memorable Signor Fumofodela Faritafia, of 

he delightful Province di Pamaflo, fill'd with th'e 
'range end wonderful Fortunes which befel him % - 

B and 


0 


rc± 



/ V 









4 


a 


and LLefurpiifing Adventures he met with during 
his long Peregrination in a borrow'd Shape , which 
at* once deliver'd'' Joins from I) if afters he, could no 
otherwife have efcap'd 5 and gave hint admittance 
to Secrets he could,- only this way have attain'd, 

I SHALL neither raifeyour Expectation front 
a Promife of uncommon Pie of tire in the Perufal , 

Cthough you will find ^ Variety, that wilt bid 
fair for it.) nor anticipate your Satisfaction in a 
Prefatory Difee very of the■ Defign. AU that I. 
have to tell you of this Affairis, that pafjing into 
England, with the Venetian Ambajfodor , during 
my flay there,' I had thegoodFortune to fall 
into an Acquaintance and Intimacy with Signor 
Fumoftrde. la :Eknfafia, whom for 7 brevity < we 
us'd to call F antafio. By this means I had the 
Opportunity of perufng AH' his Manufcripts , 
which though numerous,, had their feveral particu¬ 
lar Excellencies, which at once engag'd, and in¬ 
truded. - 


* • 
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T H 0 he was not fond of f jewing his 
Performances to-every one, he knew,, yet'T had 
the Happinefs of being One of thofe/iri whom 
he repos'd a particular Confidence , to which I 
owe the liberty he gave me of Tranfcribing what 
I pleas'd from them. And this . has made my 
Power equal to my Will , to comply with your 
He fires of havu g a Tranfcript of his T ransfor- 
ination into a Bolcgna Lap-Hog 3 a Form. more, 
opportune for the Bifcovery of-the. Secrets and 

Intrigues 


1 








Repfitory of RdrUtes i And as I defign you my 
Truj tee in this Particular, jfo I am the more refi¬ 
ling you fhould fee and eonjider of the Value of 

the Legacy, 

* 

^ • 

BUT I will no longer detain you from your 
more agreeable Converfation with Fantafio him- 

/iif 

• « 

Fareweh 

* 0 

\ 
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CHAP. r. 

• • 

A 

* 

Of the Country, Parents, Birth, Education, Per- 
fon, Temper and Inclination of Fantafio, and 
if his leaving his Native Country, and Arrival 

at Rome. 

' • * + . 



* * 

pro, my Mother was Donria Mufa del Inventlom ., 
Daughter of Signor Giudici de la Fant a ft a, all 
pf the fame Family, and celebrated Country, 

■, . " • ■ # > < • r * 

. - • - 
. * ■ 

♦ m 

NATURE, how ever favourable (lie has 

• / * * ' y. 

been pleafed to be to my Mind, has not been 
very expenfive and prodigal'in the Materials 
of my Body. But I have found no great caufe 
to complain of her Parcimony in my Bulk, 
fince fife has had fo great an eye to Propor¬ 
tion, and-Ufe. And while I find a juft fyme- 
try of my Parts, and a fuffiyiency to their End, 

I am frceTrom the Scandal of Deformity, and 
Uneafynefs of Incapacity of any Pleafure, which 
the larger, and more bulky part of Mankind 
enjoy. Nay, I have this Satisfaction peculiar 
to my felf, to remember the Virtupfo's, and 
Philofophers, have always agreed, That the 

Cunning, and. Wifdon.i of Nature, is never fo ap~ 

parent as in the molt minute of her ProduUions. 

•■■■■ ■ ■ 

• * 

MY. Mother .had the particular Advantage 
of the/genuine Natives of this Clime $ for 
fhe. brought me forth without any %£ thofe 
raging Pangs which are fo general in Travel. 
And as my Birth gave her no Path, fo my Being 
fupply’d her with abundance,of Joy, . whillt 
I remain’d, under the Guardianfhip of her fsye, 

and 'the ‘ 'Direction of her Love. Where ftM 

’ * - ; ^ • . .•*# * 

fhe would have kept me, had not, the natural 
Roving of my Temper, and the Fqrce of by 

Deftihy, driven me from her tenc V and eh- 

: . * . 1 i * _ - "t * • 

■ - Gearing 


- I J 




V- 




Book I. 


7 


Chap. T. 



, - * ■ 

' • . 

MY Education was prudently adapted to 
the Bent of my Genius, averfe from the barren 
and knotty Trifles of the Schools, and only 
delighted with the gayer and politer Do&rines 
of the Mnfes, that were moft ufef ul to the form¬ 
ing the Mind, and the Manners, My Parents 
took care to indulge my Inclinations, and fur- 
nifti all the Advantages of thofe agreeable 
Studies, which the Cuftom of the Place, and 
the Inclination of the People, eafily fupply’d. 


• % # i 

A S the delightful Province at Varnajjh • en¬ 
joys all the Indulgence of fmiling Nature , fo 
it feldoin abounds with the Favours of For¬ 
tune, That was a Defeft, which too fenfibly 
affefted me 5 fo that foolifhly unfatisfy’d with 
the Bleflings of the former, and asjfondly de- 
firous of the gaudy Curfes of the latter, at 
the Age of Eighteen I leave the calmer Recefles 
of my Paternal Abode, in pursuit of the falfe, 
though alluring Profpefts of Cities, and Courts 5 
and brib’d by the Hopes of Glory, and Power, 
I lifted my felf in the Legions of FORTUNE^ 
grafping already the Trophies flie promis’d with 
faithlefs Alfurance to all that ador’d her. But 


alas! the blind Goddefs unmindful of Merit, 

or Juftice, betray’d me to Miferies, as great, as 
furprifing. . - ' 




ROME , 


* ^ 



Bogh L 
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R Q M R, the proud Head of the Catholic 

World, that holds now, almoft, as large an 
Empire o’r the Confciences of Nations, as it 
once did o’r their Perfons ^ Rowe, f fay, was 
the Place where I flatter’d my felf I fhould 
arrive to that Grandeur, and Wealth,' which 

• , . > * ' / . * l * 

already my Hopes had devour’d. For Rom$ 
is the Market, where RJehes, and Power, are 
barter’d for Words, Hypocrify, or Cunning 

Addrefs, " ' ' 




B £ IN G arriv’d in this City, I began to 
confider where to take my firft Station, and 
fe rny firft ftep on the Ladder of Fortune, to 
rnpqnt to that Height which my Ambition pro¬ 
pos'd, On a narrow Enquiry I found that 
the Cardinal Cantelm of the Houfe of Bopoli, 
by the Advantage of his Pofts, had it moft in 
his Power to anfwer my Defires: For he was 


Arch-Bijhop of Naples, Legat a latere. Chief 
Minifrer erf State, and Privado to the Pope $ 
and of Intereft enough, in the fame College, 

one day to fieze on the Triply Diadem. 

• £ 9 # # ^ 

m 

I # 

THE Profpecf of Intereft with fuch a Mignon 
of Fortune, was too engaging not to ftir up 
ray Endeavours to get into his Family- But as 
the firft Step is the moft difficult in making a 
Man’s Fortune ^ fo all my Attempts, without 
Money and Acquaintance, only ferv’d to let me 
fee the Vainnefs of my Hopes 5 ’till Chance one 
4 ay fupply’d, by a lucky Hit, all other Defeds. 

' CHAP, 

4 . 4 r * , - eFri 
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CHAP. II. 

• « ♦ 

* 

Being an Account of FantafioV getting into the 
Family of Cardinal Cantelmi, and of the Fe- 
ftivals of Gallantry, which the Noblemen of 
Rome make in the Churches far the Entertain- 

/ % - * J 

ment of their Mijlrejfes , which brought him to 

the Knowledge of Donna Therefa, the beautiful 
Niece of the Cardinal. 

* 

U NEASY with my bad Fortune at home, 

and partly to divert the melancholly 
Thoughts that might arife from too ferious a 
View, and partly out of Curiofity to fee the 
celebrated Places of this great City, one day l 

went abroad, and paffing the Piazza Navonna , 

my Eyes were faluted by a ma gnificent Church, 
call’d de la Pace. The Porch, though adorn’d 
with all the Art of the Architect, and the Ad¬ 
vantage of the pureft White Marble for its 
Materials 5 yet unfatisfy’d with thefe Ornaments, 
which lafte all the Year long, thePrieftshad 
hung it all round with a thoufand curious 
Pictures of the beft Mafters, and abundance of 
Figures, made in a fort of Mofaic Work (as l 
may call it) of Silk of various Colours, after 
the Mode of Bonmia, which City is exqaifite 

|n Performances of this Nature. 

i ♦ 1 
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View of a Stranger, and always entertaining 
to a devote of Pleafure , and Mufic. On my 
Entrance I prefently found, that all this Prepa¬ 
ration was for S. Fefinal, of Gallantry, which 
forne Nobleman, or Man of Wealth at leafK 

* - J 

had exhibited at his own Charge and Expence, 
according to the Cuftom of Italy $ where the 
admirable Mufic, and Harmony of Ladies, al¬ 
ways invited on'thefe Occafions, fupply the ■ 
Advantages of the Theatres of lefs fandified 
Countries. 


T H I S Feaft was, as I found on Enquiry, 
in Honour of St. Therefa : That is. The Name 
of St. Therefa was the Bawd of Count Lucianos 
Addreffes to Donna Therefa , the beautifuLNiecfe 
of Cardinal Cantelm. , Arcbbilhop of Naples ., 
and Favourite of the Pope. For the Saint, that 
is chofe by the Gallants, who are Matters of 
the Feflival , bears always the Name of their 
Miftreffes to whom it is, in reality, devoted, 
confiding of frfl and fecond Fefiets, and Majfes. 
For as the Painters, in their Madonna’s, always 
copy their moft favour’d Miftreffes, fo thefe 
Noble Devotes, through the Saint Triumphant,, 
convey their Addreffes to the Saint Militant. 


A THRONE'was erefted exaftly againft 
the Gate, for the View of all, that.entred the 
Church. This Throne was furroanded with a 
glorious Company of Gentlemen of Quality 5 
among the foremoft of whom fat ‘he Count 

Luciano. 
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Chap. II. 



Luciano, at whofe Expence this Feaft was ex¬ 
hibited in Honour of St. Therefa , or rather of 
the Cardinal’s Niece, as four other young No¬ 
blemen had done already in Devotion to their 
Miftreifes. 

4 * 


THE conftant Ornaments of this Church 
de la Pace , are, as magnificent as mofi: in this 
City, being painted and gilt all within, and 

every where adorn’d with Statues worthy Ob¬ 
servation. But on this extraordinary Occafion 
feveral Triumphal Arches were ere&edem- 
bellifh’d with the Reprefentation of the feveral 

Tranfaftions of the Life of St. Therefa 5 all 
the Figures of the holy Hiftory being wrought 
in Silk of various Colours by the M dob at on, 
or Church Adorners, plentiful enough all over 
Italy , who had been above three Weeks pre¬ 
paring this piece of holy Pageantry. 

* t _ % 


ON each fide the Quire, and the Throne I 
have mention’d, a Theatre was erefted, one for 
the Vocal, .and the other for the Inftrumental 


Mufic 3 each Band confiding of fifty Perfor¬ 
mers, befides four Solo's in a little Box near the 

• ' *. V x * ... * 

Altar, who were the bell: Voices in Rowe. 
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DONNA Therefn 's Arrival gave a new 
Air to the Faces of the Gallants, o’r which fhe 
fpread a Joy and Satisfa&ion, to balance the 
nneafy Impatience they had felt at her Delay. 

It had been difficult for me to have difcover’d 
the fair Idol of the Solemnity, fo many Ladies 
entring the Church with her, had not Lncidm 
ftept from the Throne, and led her to a 
Reading-Desk prepar’d for her, and cover’d 
with a Carpet of Crimfon Velvet, furrounded 
with a deep Golden Fringe 5 and a great Cuftiion 
of the fame, moft richly embofs’d, was laid for 
her to kneel on. 

HER Drefs was modeft, and her Head CQr 
ver d with a large black Veil, which fell down 
behind and on each fide, almoft, as low, as hep 
Feet, and by it, according to Cuftom, her Face 
was entirely hid. But that was an Evil fhe had 
the Goodnefs and Dexterity of removing with 
a great deal of Addrefs 5 for under lhew of 
flicking a Pin, fhe frequently made fliift to 
difcover to the Gentlemen, who eyed her with 
abundance of Defire, fome Part of her Face 5 
and threw, now and then, as gracious a Smile 
and Regard with her Eyes, as they could ex¬ 
pert, or defire. Thus, tho her Breafts were 
covered with the Veil, fte had the agreeable 

Art, 






THE Mufic was incomparable, and the 
Anthetns, taken out of the Canticles , were>ex- 
treamly more applicable to the Lady , than the 
Saint ^ and the Pifture of the Altar-piece, where 
the Mafs was to be faid the next Morning, l 
found to have the Face of the beautiful Therefa. 

9 

ABOUT the middle of the Prayers, two 
of the Gentlemen took each a Charger of 
Flowers, to prefent every Lady with a Nofe- 
gay of Carnations, Rofe-buds and Orange 
Flowers, ty’d with a golden Twift, to which 
was fafened a fair Knot of Ribbon, of about 
three, or four Yards. The firft was prefented 
to the Cardinal’s Niece, the Sovereign of the 
day 5 and in thofe Flowers I perceiv’d a Billet 
nicely convey’d, which immediately, and with 
abundance of dexterity, ihe remov’d to iler 
Prayer-book, and there read it : all I could 
difeover of its Contents, was mia Diva, my 
Goddefs . The Flowers were no fooner deli¬ 
ver’d, but from the Galleries of the Church 

fell a fhow’r of printed Papers, containing the 
Praife of St. Therefa 5 tho that of Donna The - 
refa was chiefly exprefs’d in the Verfes. 

THO the Mufic lafted four Hours, yet 
the fplendouF of the Church, of the Ladies 

and 
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and Gallants, and the exquifite Harmony of 
the Voices and Inftruments, made it feem not 
half an Hour. 


THE next Morning I return’d to the Church* 
no lefs charm’d with the Lady, than the Solem¬ 
nity, and plac’d my felf, as near her, as I had 
the day before. Many Abbots and Monks faid 
Mafs at the Altar, adorn’d with the Pidure of 
Donna Thereft, to honour the Count Luciano 
and his Miftrefs. At the beginning, of High 
Mafs , from the Galleries fell down another 

fhower of Sonnets’ in Praife of the Saint and 

# . * > * 

the young Nobleman, who was at the Expence 
of the Entertainment, and was Mailer of the 
FeJHval. 

• • . 

% 

IT was One a Clock before High Mafs was 
done, when the Ladies retir’d ta their own 
Homes, and the Gentlemen and PrieftS to an 

9 . ,* 4 • V 

Apartment near the Church de la Pace, where a 
magnificent Entertainment attended them ^ and 
the Muficians. to the Sacrifty, whither . Count! 
Luciano took care to fend them large biflles of 
Meat, and Abundance of rich Wine. 

•* I 

* #• 

THE Notes, that, according to Cuftom, were 
diftributed about, fignify’d, that' Fejm would 


begin exadly at Three. I was pundual' at the 
time at my Poft 5 but it was Five -e’r the firfl: 
Anthem began, and the Ladies and Gentlemen 
fettled in their Places. All the difference be¬ 
twixt 
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tvvixt this and the firft Vefbers- was;, that the' 
Anthems were chang’d, and the Ladies, befides 
the Nofegays, were prefented with Chargers of 
Sweet-meats, with which they fill’d their Hand¬ 
kerchiefs. ' ' • '• 


WHILE nothing but Gaiety and Pleafure 
fill’d all the Place, I found a Pain in my Breaft 
peculiar to my felf. Not but, I fuppofe, I had 
a great many of that Affembly Companions in 
my Paffion for the charming Therefa 5 but none 
1 but my felf lay under thofe Difficulties of De- 
. fpair, which my Perfon, and. my Circumfiances, 

1 confpir’d to throw on me. They were all Men 
of Quality, and the Favourites of Fortune, 

! comely and proportion’d, and furnifh’d with 
the Advantages of Folly and- impertinence, to 
; render them agreeable to a Woman. On the 

contrary,. I was a Child in appearance, a Beggar 
in my Condition, divided in my Mind between 
Ambition and Love 5 and haunted with Senti¬ 


ments not flavifh; nor trifling-enough to make 
a fuccefsful Addrefs. ’Tis true,' both Love and 
Ambition might.find in ,the Per foil of Therefa 
matter enough for my Hopes; yet deftitute of 
Friends and Money, and wanting that neceflarv 
Impudence, more prevalent with- the FAr; than 
Merit or Dignity, Defpair was the only and 
terrible Object of my Thoughts. • Yet Fortune 
that loves to make a Sport of our AiTurances, 
and rules with an abfolute fway in Human Af¬ 
fair^ turn’d all my Defsfts to my Advantage, 

and 




| .THE iaft Ceremony being over, and her 

'Flow&s and Sweetmeats ty’d up in her Hand- 


'kerchief, Hie laid them on* the Desk, ’till (lie 
[adjufted her felf for her departure, and had 
i given the Count Luciano a Return for the Ho- 
jnours,he had done her, while, turning too quick 
|at a Noife on the other fide of the Church, 
(fhe threw down her Cargo of Flowers, and 
| Fruit 5. they hit me on the Head in their fall, 
[and I caught them, in my Arms before the/ 
l could reach the Ground, and with no fmall 
IEagernefs killing their Cover, I met her fair 
| Hands, and return’d them to Donna Tkcrefa. 


V 

* I 

f 


* 


i THE Addrefs of thy Delivery feem’d too 
I gallant for my Age, which the Smallnefs of 
\ my Perfon would petfuade not to exceed Eleven 
1 Years 5 my Hair was of a lovely Awbourn, and 
| in Wanton Rjnglets fell down my Shoulders, 

! while my Forehead was crown’d with a Wfeath 
of fmaller Carls $ iny Face, tho naturally 
frelh and blooming, was then made more ruddy 
I with a confcious Blulh of Defire, and Love< 

| As ffiy Locks were of Gold, fo was niy Com* 
| plexion of Alabafter, which received a height- 
I ning Warmth from the perfect Vermilion of 
| triy Cheeks * niy Eyes were black as Sloes, and 

I as fprightly as Fire 5 tho. qualified then by 
| a Ianguifhing Look oil fo celebrated a Beauty. 

| All together I was an Objeft too furprifing to 

i buffer Thenfa not to take notice of my Perfon^ 
and Addrefs But infinitely pleated with my 


C 


Per font. 





Perfon, and Officioufnefs, and privil edg’d by 
ray Childiih appearance, flic raifed me Po her 
Seat 5 where (lie was pleafed, by a thoufand 
agreeable Queftions, ro inquire into my Paren¬ 
tage, Circumftances, and Name : And finding 

me a Wanderer in the Wildernefs of Fortune, 

• 7 


file promifed me her Patronage in my Addrefles 
to her Uncle, the Cardinal Cantelwi , whofe 
Service I acknowledg’d my felf ambitious of 

obtaining. 


THE Prayers now being over, and the Fe- 
Jlival perform’d, the young Luciano was not a 
little proud, and delighted with his magnificent 
Difcharge of all parts of the Solemnity $ and 
with Pleafure in his Eyes received the Congra¬ 
tulatory Applaufes of all his Companions. Now 
every Lady return’d to her Abode, loaden with 
Flowers and Sweetmeats, and what they valu’d 
more, the Billets, and Vows of their Lovers. 


For thefe Fejiivals are rhe Rendezvous of the 
Gay, and the Amorous 5 where the Ladies con¬ 
fin’d by a too rigorous Cuftom of the Country, 
by the Indulgence of the Church, and its ufeful 
Devotions, nncontroul’d have the Liberty of 


feeing their Gallants, and making Aflignations, 
and ingenioufly contriving how to finifli their 
Amours. For as our Italian Proverb has it. 


Chi man da la fua Figlivola ad ogni Fefta iff 
puoco Tempo ne fa una Tut an a. That js, 
He that' fends bis Daughter to every Fefiival, 
in a fort time mil make her a Whore. 

FOR 


t 
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FOR. while the marry’d and iingle Ladies 
are rang’d in their Seats on each fide the Church, 
the Cavaliers walk in the mid ft, and -by that 
means have the opportunity of looking them 
in the Fa.ces, and of conveying Billetdeux into 


their Hands. 


Quarrel 




as 


to the Liberties and Indulgencd of the 
fince to that I ow’d a Joy fo tranfpo 
my Acquaintance with Donna Therefa , 

of my Vows, and the agreeable Inlet to Ambi¬ 
tion and Love. For charm’d with myConver- 
fation, fo unequal to my Teeming Years,, flie 
took me Home with her, and with no fmall 
Earneftnefs recommended me to the Cardinal * 
telling him the Events of my Fortune • and 
my Orphan Condition, as unable to expe&any 
Support from my Parents. She allur’d him that 
he would find fomethina: in me extreamlv be- 


the 


prelfed 


Satisfaction, in the hopes, that his Eminence 
would admit me into his Train, and her Pro¬ 
tection. 


THE Cardinal was not a little furpriz’d at 
thy Difcourfe $ pleas’d with my Perfon, and 
indulging his-Nieces innocent Inclinations, he 
eafily admitted me into his Family, and gave 
me in Charge to the Beautiful Tkrefd. 



CHAP; 




CHAP. itf. 

* 

An Account of the Pleafures and. Luxury of the 

Cardinal's Hotife , and the 'agreeable Profeel of 

Succefs to his Fortune ; ’till Love interven'd , 

• and lof him in a Paffion for the Beautiful 
Therefa, Nieoe to the Cardinal and his 
greater dijlrefs in the Cardinal's infantom Paf~ 

ft on for him. 

V 

T H E Splendour and Luxury of the Car¬ 
dinal’s Palace, gave me a bewitching 
Earned of thofe Joys, I defirM. Grandeur and 
Affluence went round in a Circle, and every 
How was crown’d with Pomp, and with Plea- 
fure 3 whilft each fatisfy’d that Appetite, which 
Variety created, and Enjoyment could not do- 
frroy. 

1 

HAPPY in fueh Bleffings, with Pity I 
look’d down on the inlipid Retreat of my Pa¬ 
rents $ and fmii’d at their Choice of a lazy In- 
aftivity, incapable of giving Delights fo tran- 
fporting as Cities, and Courts. Applauding my 
Judgment in quitting that Supinity, I hug 7 d my 
felf in the Thought of my lucky Refolve, which 
had brought me to Pleasures, I could ne’r elfe 
have known, and gave me of greater fo charm¬ 
ing a View. 


HERE 
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HERE Fortune feems to have declar’d on 
my fide, in placing me dire&ly in the Road to 
Preferment; where I might have given a Loofe 
to my Ambition, fince Imagination cou’d fcarce 
form any thing fo extravagant, that I might 
not have fome Hopes of from the Fondnefs of 
the Cardinal, and the Indulgence of his Niece, 

But Fate, that had defign’d me for Adventures' 
more uncommon, and deftin’d me to Misfor¬ 
tunes peculiar, as extraordinary, rous’d up that 
Fire of Love fo inconfiftent with Ambition, 
and Glory. To this End, fhe made ufe of the 
Height of my Favour to begin my Difafters, 
while Therefd’ s Eyes, and thofe other Charms, 
which the Priviledge of my Place, and Ap¬ 
pearance difcover’d, fmooth’d the eafy way to 
the Precipice, down which I muft fall. For 
tho Ambition put in no finall Claim to my 
Heart, yet the National Folly of my Country, 
commanded the greater (hare. For few have 
been born in the Province of Parnajfo, who 
have not betray’d fo peculiar a Tendency to 

LOVE, as to furrender all other Confiderar 

• • • % 

tions to its fat is faction : an amorous Conftitu- 

* it. • ' 

tion being the natural Produft of the Place. 
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fee Breafts round,- and hard, as an Apple j a 
Skin whiter than the driven Snow, fuffus’d 
with a glowing Warmth, that brighten’d the 
colour, and heighten’d the Temptation, fofter 
than the Down of Swans, and Tveeter, than all 
the balmy'Spices of Arabia 5 Legs turn’d with 
all the exaftnefs of Proportion : In iliort, eve¬ 
ry Limb,, and Part fo perfect, that had Ihe fat 
to Apelles, Ihe had fav’d him the Pains of con- 
fulting fo many feyerai Beauties to finilli the 
Picture of the bright Queen of Love , There] <1 
alone had been fnfficieut to rife up to the height 

of the Painter’s Idea. 

2 » m * 


* 

YOU may eafily imagine what Fires fuch 
Sights, as thefe were'able to create in Matter fo 
fufceptible of the Flame, as my Heart. It 
cannot be exprefs’d how I burnt with conti¬ 
nual, and ardent Defires to pofiefs luch Beau¬ 
ties, that wou’d corrupt St.Fravcfc himfelf, in 
fpight of his Pvefuge in his Wife of Snow. 


THE Liberties (he allow’d me of tender 
Cardies, was a vain folace, that only increas’d 
my Defire : For under the Notion of a Child, 
Ihe believ’d all her Permiffions inoffenfive. How 
often did I clafp my Arms round her Legs, and 
prefs them with fuch ardour, and fuch kiffes, 
that often furprized her with Wonder ! How- 


have 


igh’d on her Breafts, 


patited 


Pleafure with my Lips cleaving fait 


her gently-heaving 


without 


v, 


1 


« I a 



ALL the Relief I found was iioiv and then 

9 

by venting my Pafiion in Verfe, which yet l 
durft not {hew to Thcrefa , left they might make 
a Difcovery, that might rob me of thofe charm* 
ing Liberties, which were given to my Impo* 
fence. This Ode l made one day when I re¬ 
tir’d from thofe Villons of Beauty, which only 
ferv’d to torment, not make me happy. 


O D E. 




I HAD not been long in the Family, but, 
as I perceiv’d my fell touch’d with the Charms 
of Thercfa. , fo I found my felf attacqu’d by the 
fuifoni, and brutal Inclinations of the Men. 

« ^ P 

Alexis , Bathjl/us, HyLa, nay, and foraetimes 


Cupid 


But 


* . * ^ ' 

.{hat, which gave me the greateft Uneafynefs, 
was, .that I found the Cardinal himfelf not ex- 

^.* » 4 • 4 # * •• • 


minable 


Him only 


I had Caufe to fear, both from his Power, and 
from mv lying in a Bed in his Anti-chamber. 


Had he been now as violent, as 1 afterwards 
found him; here the Scene of my imaginary 
Paradice tnuft have fhut up 5' and I ptuft infa- 
moufly have funk under his Defires; or felt his 
Refentment for a Refufal, which might have 
put an end to my Life, and my Hopes all at 
once. - . 


m % 

BUT as yet the foql Paffion only play’d 

about his Heart, and it was not fo violent, as 
to conquer his Bufinefs 3 the multiplicity of 
which at that time engrofs’d his Hours too 
much to allow any to Pleafure, 

T ’ « '*» 

BUT Fortune once more foiling in my 
Diltrefs, mov’d Donna There fa to take me with 
her, as a diverfion of her Solitude in her Re- 

h. •’ tirement 

Wi - itL 
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tirement to a Villa, of the Cardinal’s, near TV 
voli , about Fifteen Miles from Rome, and from 
whence you haye a Profpeft, not only of that 

(City, but of the beautiful Country all around. 


r l - T ’ *.• * ' 
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CHAP. IV.' 

m m • 

A Defcription of the Villa of Cardinal Cantelmi 
at Tivoli: And an Account of The re fab- go¬ 
ing into the Bath, and FantafioV Admijjion to t 
divert her with his Difcourfe. 


T H E Villa of Cardinal Cantelmi having 

a lofty Situation, has an agreeable View 
of all the Campania of Rome. The Houfe is of 
the Ionic Order , and a {quare figure j and tho 
adorn’d with many Rarities of Art, the Gar¬ 


dens draw the Admiration of all Strangers. For 


being on the fide of 


:h furnifh’d with Caf 
■works , of admirabk 


Art and Variety. The River Anio, which runs 
behind this Hill, being admitted by fecret Con¬ 
veyances cut through the Rocks of the Moun¬ 
tains, fupplies all thefe Gardens with Water 5 
for the Gardiner, by turning a great Cock, lets 
in as much as is fufficient for the Fountains, 
Cafcades, Grotto'’s , Girandola, and all the other 

exquifite Tv ater-worh, Hence is made a mod: 

t * * * • • I tv ' ^ /• * • * ' 

■ '. fpacious 
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fpacious Fountain, and flairs of Water 5 which 
directs vour Eye to a Walk of two hundred 

J • 

Paces in length, adorn’d with frequent little 
Stone Fountains and Bafins 011 each fide, which 
fill your Ears with pleafing Murmurs, calling 
out little Jets of Water as you pafs along, 

ON the turning a great Cock above, at 
once fucli (lore of Wind, and Water, iffues out 
to the great GirandoU below, in the Grotto , 
that it makes a perfecl Imitation of Thunder, 
Hail, Rain, and a Mill. Here is a Statue of a 
Centaur, which winds the Horn, which he holds 
to his Mouth in perfect good meafure. There 
fits Apollo on Mount Par»aJf?K, and being fur- 
rounded with a Circle of the Nine Mufes, 
form a fymphony of Wind Mufic, while the 
thorow Bale is play’d on an Hydraulic Organ, 

FRO M the Portico you enter a large Qua¬ 
drangular Court, in each Angle, fupported by 
Ionic Pillars, hands a Statue of Fortum on the 

s ' 

wing $ the Action fo juft, and natural, that 
they feem fpurning, as it were the voluble Ball, 
on which they only feem’d to have flood for 
the Advantage of the Rife • for their motion 
was fo lively, that you cou’d not perfuadc 
your felf that they were fixt, but flying. 


IN the midfl of this Quadrangle flood a vaft 
Rock of White Marble cut out into various 



I 


i 
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ftlie Gate as you enter, is the Statue of Diana, 


admirable 


• *■ 


and. 


fby a contrary Wind, difcover’d an Aftion both 
Ijively and Chong, and full of the venerable 
?Majefty of the Goddefs. On each fide of Iter 
• flood, or, I may almoft fay, run her Beagles 
Cin couples. Their Eyes feeni’d to menace, their 

J Ears ftood ereft, their Noftrils ft retch’d out 

♦ 

| wide, and their Mouth open’d with fo natural 
| a Fiercenefs, that fhou’d any barking happen 
C near them, you wou’d fwear, that it came from 
cthefe Beagles of Stone. And that which teem’d 
k none of the leaft piece of Maftery in the Car- 


5 


s) 

A 


ver, was, 


running, 
Feet feern 
fixt to the 


that as they were cut in the aft of 
while with Breads erefted their fore 


iV 

I 
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perfeftly to run, the hindermoft, 
tone, teem’d to ftop their career, 
| Behind the Goddefs, the Marble Rock riling 
higher in the form of a Cave, or Grotto, was 
cover’d with Mofs, Grafs, Leaves, and Sprigs. 
Here it was fhaded with young Vines, whole 
curling Tendrils twin’d about the fpringing 
and fiourifhing Shrubs, that fill up the Land- 
fcape. There the brightnefs of the Marbltf caft 
a gloomy fort of Light on the hollow of the 
Grotto . Round the extremities of the Rock 
wander’d a charming Foliage, front whence. 
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depend in clutters'all manner ot Fruit, as Ap- 
| pies, Grapes, Nectaries, and the like, fo curi- 
II oully finilh’d and po 1 fill’d: 


mat 


emulous 


Art 
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feem’d todiave equat’d 
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it deceiv’d the Eye into a belief, that fome of 
them ripen’d by the Autumnal Beams of the 
Sun to their juft colour and bigneft, were fit 
to be pull’d by the Hand. 


THEN cafting down your Eyes into the 
ftream, that tumbling down the Rock, feem’d 
gently to glide into the murmuring Flood faft 
by the Feet of the Goddefs, you wou’d find 
them fo deluded, by the happy Art of the 
Carver, as to be perfuaded they faw the de¬ 
pending Branches of the Vines receive an ima¬ 
ginary Motion from the current of the Stream 
into which they hung. In a comer of this 
Piece, over-fhadow’d with Leaves, you difco- 
ver the Statue of A ft eon, Curiofity and.Earned* 
nefs fat vifibly in his Eyes, while with Impa¬ 
tience he waited, the Entrance of Diana into 
the Fountain difrob’d of her Cloaths, and na¬ 
ked to his view. 

* 


LOST in Admiration of thefe admirable 
Wonders of Art, my charming Miftrefs: taking 

me by the Hand 5 Com my Child, faidftie, why 
doji thou entertain, thy felf with the weak Mimic¬ 
ry of AR T, who art thy felf fuch a Wonder of 
its Original N ATZ) R E. Come up along with 
me, it is time to reftej!) our felves after the Fa¬ 
tigue of our Journey 5 you Jhall have time enough 
to contemplate all the Ornaments of this Villa, 
during this FlontFs Jlay here at Tivoli. 


#AYINQ 
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SAYING this, Ihe led me up a magnif¬ 
icent Stair* cafe of the fineft Marble, Porphory, 

fner i the Rails of curious Brafs work. 


J 


with Gold 


Walls was 


JfL mas 


even 


I to the Cave, and the Storm, which met us at 
I the Landing-place on the top of the Stairs. 


Painting was ftrong and lively 


yet the 


| Painter feem’d to me guilty of a Blunder, 
I when in the various Figures of Dido , and 
Mneas, all within our View, there was no Re- 
femblance. or Likenefs in their Faces. 
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THENCE 


to an 


Apartment allotted for Therefa. Where, fa¬ 
tigu’d with the Journey, and Heat of the Day, 
being thrown 
her Head 


that fill’d rr 

with blulhe 


Body, difcover’d fuch 


R 


* 

Being 

to be 



near nndrefs’d, (he order’d my Gown 
brought, and me to be undrefs’d, that I might 


be 


'dher, but fish'd 


the Bath 


a 


>X 


i 3 


what the Waters 


•If' 
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Vi 


I HAD not been 


undrefs’d. and 


thrown 


the Couch more 



ney, but the Maids 


than the Fatigue of the Jour 


brou ght 


Orders to repair to their Lady, who defig 

a while to indulge her Pleafure in the Bath, 

■ had 
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had a mind to divert the Time the more agree- 
bly with my innocent Prattle. I obey’d with 
hew Pleafure. than I durfi: yet difcoVer, ravidid 
with the Thought of being fo near the naked 
Beauties of my Charmer, where my greedy 
Eyes wou’d be but faintly excluded froth a full 
View of her Perfon, by fo tranfparent a Veil, 
as the Water. 


THE Bath was made of various Depths, 
according to the Perfon. or Ufe, that was made 
of it ^ on the fartheft fide from the Entrance 
was a Couch of Marble, on which one might 
lie with nothing but the Head above the water.’ 
There it was I found the charming Therefd ex¬ 
tended at full length, with one Arm thrown 
over her Head, and her fprightly Eyes full of 
janguifhing Defire, while her Face cover’d all 


or with a ccnfcious Blulh, promisd to the 
happy Man, that thus could attaque her, no 
obifinate refiftance. Beyond this Watry Couch 
the Margin of the Bath is rais’d about two 
foot 5 where fhe bid me lie down, and divert 

her with fonie pretty Story as I was wont. 

* 

• • f 

T H O my Heart was too full of the Charms, 
that were fo near me, to be pleas’d with di¬ 
verting my Thoughts to a Story that was fo- 
feign to my Willies 5 yet I was not lefs inclin’d 
by Choice, than by Duty to obey her Com¬ 
mands. Having therefore thrown my felf dtavvn 
by her on the Margin of the Bath- with my 

, Hands 


* 




CHAP. V. 

The Hi ft orj of the fatal Loves of Don Frederic, 

and Catalina of Toledo. 

0 


D ON Frederic of Toledo was a Man of 

admirable Accomplilliments of Perfon, 
and Mind. He was proper, well fliap’d, and 
a&ive 5 danc’d and fling, and rode with all the 
Grace of the Court. Befides thefe Advantages, 
he had a Wit ready, and fprightly, and fur- 
nilh’d with all the charming Arts of fine Per- 
fuafion, that might win thofe Ladies to his 
Pleafure, who cou’d refill the Beauty of his 
Perfon. Don Frederic had a Country Houfe 
in a Village about two Leagues from Toledo, 
whither he often retir’d in the Heat of the 
Summer to loofe himfelf from Company and 
Bufinefs in his Grot to 1 sand Shades. 

THERE, liv’d in that Village an old Gen¬ 
tleman call’d Sdncho , of a Fortune broken, 
and a Family not very Antient or Noble. How¬ 
ever Don. Sane ho having only One Daughter, 
the beautiful Catalina , by his Wife Donna El¬ 
vira, a Woman of a haughty Temper, and. 

? ' * 1 T-V *1- 
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Family of Quality, liv’d in this Retirement 
with as much Reputation, and Satisfaction,. as 
a Man cou’d take in Suilicience, when he had 
thrown off all Thoughts of An/bi ion .. Cata¬ 
lina was his only Comfort, and Catalina was 
his only Care. How to difpofe well of her in 
Marriage was the Subjedt of all his Confidera- 
tions. But being able to give little or nothing 
in hand, all her Fortune lying in uncertain 
Reversion, few Matches presented agreeable to 

his Willies, or her Defires. 

■ 

SHE was young and beautiful, tall, (len¬ 
der, and (freight as an Arrow - y but had a 
Heart more lofty, than her Perfon, full of Am¬ 
bition, Self-opinion, and Violence. The Merit 

(he had in her Bodv was a fnare to her Mind, 

J * 

perfuading her, that all things were due to her 
Beauty. The Gardens of Don Frederic were 
the mod curious of any in Spain - y fo that when 
he was at Toledo , the Mailer Gardiner gave 
free Toleration to Donna Catalina to divert 
her folitary hours with fo pleating a Prome¬ 
nade : And for her greater Convenience, (lie 
had a Key to a Back-door, which was not ma¬ 
ny fteps from that of her Father’s. No notice 
being given of Don Frederic's unexpected ar¬ 
rival 5 Catalina having Wander’d round the 

Walks and Parterres, was retir’d in the Heat 
of the Day into a lonely Grotto , and there fell 
afleep. This happen’d to be the very place 
where Dm Frederic us’d fo pafs an hour or 

*■ two 
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two every day, when he was in the Country* 
And hither he pafs’d ("the Gardiner being out 
of the way ) without any Notice of the Fa¬ 
mily. 

THE Couch on which Catalina, repos’d* 

was in a Nich of the Grotto , obfcure by its 
depth, and the (hadow of the Banks, that rofe 

all around it. A Fountain, that fupply’d a 
fmall Bath exaftly fronts it, in which Don 
Frederic frequently walh’d himfelf, efpecially 

foon after his Arrival at the Villa. Prepar’d 
therefore for this he comes only in his Gown, 
which foon thrown off he plunges into the 
Water $ the Noife awak’d Catalina into a ter¬ 
rible furprize, which fuffer’d her not to move 
from the Place where (he lay $ Don Frederic 
immediately came out Naked in her View, 
again to throw himfelf into the Bath, which 
was of too cold a Nature to fuffer him to re¬ 
main in it above two, or three Minutes at a 
Time. Having repeated this Exercife about 
four, or five Times, rubbing himfelf dry, he 
put on his Shirt, and his Gown. 

YOU may imagine what a Condition poor 
Catalina was in, to be found alone in fo foli- 
tary a Place, where Hie had no Right to be, 
and at the opening her Eyes faluted with a 
Sight. fo agreeable, yet fo unfit for the View 
of a Maid 5 and yet fuch, as cou’d not be feeii 
without Admiration of the Symetry of the 

* D Parts. 
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Parts. What to do fhe coud not tell, nor 
what courfe to take in this Diftrefs. To fly 
file cou’d not, without pafiing by the very 


Thing, flie woud not be thought to have feen. 
To flay there fhe expos’d her felf to his Mercy, 
or at leaft to his Aflaults, which might not be 
without fome Affront to her Modefty. At 

laft the came to a Refolution of lying ftill, 

and counterfeiting that Sleep, he had driven 
from her by his coming $ fince this might keep 
her from his Obfervation ; or at leaft fecure 
her from the Imputation of having beheld what 
fhe fhou’d not have feen. 


DON Frederic being now wrapt up in his 
Gown, came d ire&ty to the Couch where Ca- 
talma was laid, with her Face hid with her 
Veil, and feemingly afleep. Don Fredericks 
Anger (on fuppofing it fome of. his own Do- 


meftfcs, who' rad plac’d her felf there to f] 



on his Retreat ) rais’d her fomething roughly, 
but fhe feeming to flart from profound Sleep 
difcover’d a Surprize, and a Beauty, that 
charm’d, and amaz’d him. He made an Apo¬ 
logy for his Rudenefs in difturbing her Repofe, 
and fhe for intruding into his Garden, by her 
Ignorance of his being in the Country, for fhe 

fhou’d hot elfe have expos’d her felf to his 
Cenfure, and her Confufion. But he aflur’d 
her that he blefs’d the Indulgence of his For¬ 
tune, that by fo pure an Accident had brought 
to his Sight the moft beautiful Lady in Spain : 

. r Nor 



Nor ccra’d he fuffer her to depart, till fhe had 
given him fotne Affurance of another Oppor¬ 
tunity of offering her a Heart infenfible till 
then of the Paffion of Love. 


I T would be tedious to repeat all the Re¬ 
funds, and Struggles betwixt Defire, and Ho¬ 
nour, which fhe found in her Bread, or to 

tell you with what feeming Relu&ance, (he 

differ’d her felf to be compet’d to fit a few 
Moments to heat the amorous Complaint of 
Don Frederic. His Tongue, and Perfon were 
too bewitching to leave Catalina, indifferent 5 
' and after an Inundation of Vows of Conftan- 


cy, and Honour, fhe allow’d him the firft Free¬ 
doms of a fortunate Lover 5 and in the midd 
of a thoufand Kiffes, promis’d him a fecond 
hearing. Thus fwell’d with vain Hopes of 
Marrying a Grandee , and pleas’d with the 
Beauty of his Perfon, (he ret 
Back-door $0 her own Garden. 


(he retir’d through the 


^ * * % 

BUT Catalina , as wounded, as die was, had 
not yet loft, in the foft Paffion of Lov.e, the 
Cunning of a defigning Woman, who wou’d 
turn all things to her Intereft, and Advantage. 
She was too pleas’d with her Conqueft not to 
endeavour to fix it, and by the Difficulty of 
feeing her (lie hop’d to heighten his Defire, and 
fo win him to Marriage, to fatisfy a Paffion ffie 
had refolv’d riot to gratify on more reafonable 

Ternfc, 
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FREQUENTLY wou’d Don Frederic 
walk near the Wall of her Garden, and with 
his Voice, and Gitfar make his Songs plead 
that Love,- which was deny’d a more near, and 
fecret Advocate to argue. He fung too well, 
and play’d too Mafterly, not to blow up the 
Fire, that was already too well kindled in the 
Bofom of Catalina. So that unable to aft a 
falfe Severity any longer, by a Billet thrown 
over the Wall, the appointed the next Ev’ning 
for a fecond Interview in his Garden. The 
Time is come, and Don Frederic impatient 
waits ready at the Door to catch her in his 
Arms, as me enter’d. 


H E was all on fire when he faw her, tranfc 
ported when he touch’d her $ and unable to 
fupport the Violence of a Paffion, which fo 
much Beauty had infpir’d, and fo much Cru¬ 
elty hitherto deny’d the Power of accompliffi- 
irig. You may imagine nothing was wanting 
in him to finiffi the Affair 5 and it was with no 
fmail Difficulty (he then efcap’d the Fury of 
his Embraces ^ while Force without, and Trea¬ 
chery within had very near betray’d the Cari- 
fon of her Pride to fuffer a Storm, which elfe 


;ght have prevented 


Pride, and 


Honour rallying drove back the Enemy while 
Hie fprung from his Arms, and run to theDpor, 


but not able to open i 
taken her. fbe protected 


. * i asf 
. * ' i ‘“f I* 


her 


before he had over- 
e wou’d cry out un- 
em a Rudenefs, that 

4 had 
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had taught her to think of him no more; un- 
lefs he cou’d fecure her of not pa fling the ter¬ 
rible Boundaries of Honour. 

♦ 

STRUCK with Defpair at an Anger, that 
feem’d too fincere to carry any thing of Dif- 
guife $ he humbled himfelf to his Knees, and 

with a dying defpondence in his Eyes vow’d 
folemnly for the future, Honour only fliou’d 
be the Guide of his Conduft, if fhe wou’d 
forgive his paft Madnefs, and continue the 
Favour of her Converfation. We eafily be¬ 
lieve what we wi(h, and it is impoflible for a 
Heart concern’d in the Caufe, to give a Judg¬ 
ment impartial, fince Pafiion is a bribe too 
prevailing for any one to re lift. Thus Cat dim 
corrupted with the Teeming Sincerity of his 
Vows, and Affurances, promis’d to meet him 
again the next, Ev’ning. She kept her Word, 
but wou’d not be fo confident in his, to ven- 
ture with him into any cover’d Walk, or Ar¬ 
bour 5 and he unwilling to alarm her Fears 
and Miftrufts, ceas’d to prefs what feem’d fo 
difagreeable. Rifles, and tender Preflings of 
the Hand, and ftolii Carefles, with Vows of 
Love and Conftancy were fuffer’d in open Air: 
which thin Diet was all the Food ot his Love 
and Defire, till his Conduft had given her 
Confidence enough to venture with him any 

where. 
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THESE Kiffes, and Embraces, and the 
pear Converfation with the Object of his 
Withes, was too warm to let his thoughts of 
Enjoyment expire 5 yet he was fo admirable a 
Matter of Diffimulation, that he perfectly con¬ 
ceal’d all the Eagernefs of his Paflion, under 
the gentleft Preifures of her foft Hand, and 
Biifes, as modcft, as Lovecou’d allow. Having 
continu'd this Conduct now near a Fortnight 
together, and travers’d all the folitary Paths 
of the Garden, without any offer like thofe at 
the beginning of the Amour, Che ventur’d one . 
Night into a Grotto remote from the Hoiife, 
and out of Ear-fhot from any of the Neigh¬ 
bours, being in a Grove about the midft of 
the Garden. There he had prepar’d a Colla¬ 
tion for her, and only One Servant attended 
at a diftance, who only ferv’d to give her the 
more Confidence to defcend into a Place elfe 
fo dangerous for two young Lovers to enter. 

A 

THE Collation being ended, and the rich 
Wine drank off, he ordered his Servant to fetch 
him a Bottle of fine Cordial, abfolutely Pe- 
ceffary after fo plentiful a Defert of Fruit. 
This was his gjie to return no more. The 
Servant being gone, and the Table remov’d, 
he takes her by the Hand, and fo walks up and 
down, protefting how infinitely he was (truck 
with her Charms, that it was impoffible to live 
longer without her $ and that if fhe wou’d 
not, with a Barbarity too cruel for fo tender a 

Bofom, 
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Bofom, have him perifh before her, flie muft 
not ufe him with all that rigorous Referve 

which fhe had hitherto affe&ed. 

* 


NOT giving her time to Reply, he hop’d 
her Mouth with Rifles, and run o’r her Bofom 
with Fingers tranfported 5 till for want of 
Breath the ftrugling Nymph fell back on the 
Couch, where fir ft fhe had feen this fatal Don 
Frederic. She bit, fhe fcratch’d, (he tore, and 
exclaim’d, but nil in vain, the eager Cavalier 
pufh’d 'on his Fortune, and now almoft pofleft 
of the Fort, fire got from his Arms 5 but he 
foon recover’d his Prey, and with all the foft 
endearing A&ions, and Words aflaults her Re- 
folution. She prefles Marriage, he makes no 
doubt of the Terms, alluring her with Oaths 
that on the Death of his Mother he wou’d 
make good his Promifes, not being able in her 
Life to difpofe of himfelf without a Fortune, 
but with the Lofs of his own. Pride, Ambi¬ 
tion, and Love now unite, and (lie melts with 
his Vows by degrees, ftrugling every Moment 
lefs, and lefs, as he multiply^ Affurances of 
Marriage and Conftancy. 


POSSESS’D now of all he con’d defire, 
there nothing remain’d but to receat the Blef- 
fang, a%)ft as hecou’d. In the Intervals of 
Blifs, Referve being now thrown afide in one 
of his Ecftafies, Don Frederic fung this Da, 


Capo of an Opera. 
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Oh / Love ! how p leafing are thy Chains^ 

For there alone true Freedom reigns } 

My Torments pafi ore-paid I find 

While Fortune [miles , and you are hind. 

Oh ! Love ! how pleafing are thy Chains ! 

For there alone true Freedom reigns. 

CAT A LIN A who had no ill Voice, and 
who was acquainted withMufic, reply’d with 
another near her Cafe as (he imagin’d. 

A.h ! how fweet it is to find 

The Lover in the Husband's Arms ! 

Choice , and Duty , thus combin'd. 

Flow with everlafiing Charms ! 

Ah ! how fweet it is to find 

The Lover in the Husband's Arms l 

i * 

THE Interview concluded in Mufic and 
Love, till the Hours now fummon’d Catalina's 
Departure, which was- accompany’d with Tears, 
Sighs, Embraces and Promifes of a fpeedy Re¬ 
turn. 


THIS Intrigue thus continu’d for the fpace 
of near half a Year without Interruption. But 
then Don Frederics Mother having provided 
him a Wife of confiderable Fort^he, and 
Beauty, it was as impoffible for him to tell it 
to Catalina , as to prevent it if he wou’d. But 
the Ficklenefs of his Temper, and the Bribe of 

fa 



fo great a Fortune loon put an End to the 
Joys of the unlucky Caidiina. 


THO his Abfence grew tedious, yet the 
diftance of their Quality, and the Place of her 
Abode from Toledo , and the want of a Confi¬ 
dent of her Amour, conceal’d for a while his 
Infidelity from her. But his Abfence continu¬ 
ing, and his Silence alarming her, fhe made 
fome Enquiry of the Matter Gardiner about 
him, and of him heard the ungrateful News 
of his Marriage to another, and her own De- 
ftru&ion. The Gardiner not knowing wvhat 
his Matter’s Marriage was to her, was infinitely 
furpriz’d to find her fvvoon away on the News. 
Being come to her felf fhe excus’d the Event, 
by alluring him, it was a common Accident 
with her, efpeciaily before any ill Luck $ and 
therefore to prevent the ill Omen, fhe wou’d 

immediately retire to her Father’s Ho life. 

/ 

BEING return’d Home, fhe retir’d to her 
Chamber, (he gave a Loofe to the Kage of her 
Grief! Oh ! perfidious , perjur'd Villain, Laid file, 

is it thus you love me ? Thus you keep ycnr 

Vows .<? And mufl you bear off the Trophies of 

my mind Honour thus calmly , and without lie- 
fentment ? No ! no Don Frederic, thou fhali 
not triumph o*r a wretched Maid whom thou haft 
undone by her fond Credulity in thy Vows and. 
Oaths ? Nothing but thy Blood can expiate thy 

ffrime - y $nd that thou fhalt be fure of from this 

• • ) I 
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injur'd Hand. But Oh ! I love him filland 
how can I flab the Heart I love ! 

The Rage of Love is tender filll 
Mingling Sroeetnefs with its Fires, 

The Heart it may with Fury fivell. 

But never Cruelty injpires. 

I WILL therefore fend to hint, I will up¬ 
braid him , and if he be really fo falfe will kill 
him. But fare it is impojjible fo many Perfe¬ 
ctions Jhould lofe their Lujire in Perjury , and 
Treachery. It mufl be impojjible / Frederic mujl 
yet he true , and all my murthering Thoughts 
have been ttnjujl - 

m 

Hope, the Seducer of my Heart , 

Does gentler Thoughts infjire , 

And with a hind deceiving Art, 

Augments my amorous Fire. 

Hope , the Seducer of my Heart, ' 

Does gentler Thoughts injjire. 

W 

4 

THUS rack’d with Defpair, Love, and 
Rage, (he long argu’d with her felf, till too 
much convinc’d of her Misfortune by all hands 
(he gave her felf over to her Paflion. 

♦ 

«. * 

* 

* 

T H O Love had no fmall {hare in her di- 
ftra&ion, yet Pride, and Ambition had their 
Part. She was in a Rage with Indignation 
.at her being left for another, and rob’d in a 

Moment 
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ut having now 


Moment of all that imaginary Grandeur, which 
(he had already devour’d. Rage, Defpair, 
Grief, Love, Hate, Contempt, Pride, and Am¬ 
bition, made a medly War in her Bofom at 
once 5 and had not Fate prtferv’d her for the 
Punifhment of her perjur’d Lover, (he muft 
have perifh’d on the fpot. 
vanquish'd a Sicknefs, that had held her fome 
Weeks, ihe Coon recover’d her Complexion 
and Strength, with the Thoughts of a fpeedy 
Revenge. With which (he wou’d not fo much 
as truft her Father or Mother.. But admitting 
none into her Confidence but an old Nurfe 
of hers, who fuckled her in her Infancy, {he 
fets privately out for Toledo. Where being 
arriv’d ihe is conduced to a convenient Lodg¬ 
ing for her Pur pofe, by the venerable Gover- 
nant. And there by her artful and flattering 
Letters Ihe prevail’d with him to make her a 
Vifit. 


THE Time being appointed fhe makes all 
things ready for his Reception, and to give 
him a Treatment, the Fiercenefs of her outra- 
gious Malice thought juft. Don Frederic ap¬ 
proaches with a graceful Defpondence, and 
,anfwered all her Reproaches with a temper, 
that would have abated the Rage of any. 
but Catalina. He avow’d his Love ft ill as 
great, bis Defires far greater, and accus’d - the 
curfe'd feverity of his Fortune, that put him 
under a Neceffity of obeying the Rigid Com¬ 
mands 



Book I. ( 44 ) Chap. V. 

■ ■ - ■■ ■ — ■ ■ ■■ ■ — * ■ 1 ■■ ■ ■■■ ■■ " 1 ■ ■ - - -- ^ 

mands of his Mother. That he looked 
on himfelf as her Husband, and fhou’d al¬ 
ways refpeft her as his true Wife $ till Fate 
more indulgent, than hitherto it had been 
fliould fet him free to follow the Dictates of 
his own Choice. 

• I 

CATALINA too fixt in her Refentment, 
and Revenge, took all, that he utter’d as falfe 
a Diffimulation, as all his former Vows, and 
Affnrances had been now found. Refolving 
to encounter Falfhood with Falfhood, lhe 
feemed foon a little appeafed, and »by degrees 
feemed convinc’d of the weight of his. Rea- 
fons, and the Neceffity, that had compelled 
him to do wliat he had done. Nay flie pulh’d 
her Deceit to fuch an Extream, to yield to 
his Embraces in falfe tranfports, when they 
were really more odious to her, than ever 
they had been dear. 

BEING therefore in Bed, and after the 

Dalliances of repeated Delire, had now left 
him faft afleep, her Rage unappeas’d by all 

thofe foft Endearments keeps her awake, and 
by the help of her Nurfe ties him down to 
the Bed, and with a furious ftroke ftabbing 
him in the Bread, Che was not content with 
his Death, without upbraiding him, and try- 
nmphing in her Vengeance as he was expiring $ 
betwixt every word giving freih Stabbs, nor 
was the Outrage at an End ev’n after he was 

dead. BUT 
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. BUT this Death of Don Frederic cou’d not 
be fo conceal’d as was expefted by the A&ors 
in the Tragedy y who were betray’d by the 
Houfe, and his Servant, that attended him 
thither, fo feized, and put to Death, which 
brought Cat dims*. sOld Father in forrow to his 
Grave. 


C H A P. VI. 

% 

The Adventure of the Bath , how Signor Fanta- 
lio got the PojfeJfion of his Mijirefs Donna 
Therefa, and what followed that fuccefs, 

m 

M 7 dear little Cupid cry’d Donna The¬ 
refa , finding I had done my Story, with 

what a manly Air hajl thou told this tragical 
Tale. How fenfihly didjl thou talk of the 
Tranfports of Love , and all the Accejfes of its 
dijfolving Raptures , as if by fame Miracle thou 
hadfl known what they were. Oh ! my dear 
little Minature of Man, that thou wert as ca¬ 
pable of eajing my Pains as thy Tongue has been 

of raifing them ! And grafping me with fome 
Eagernefs on that fuddain Ejaculation I tumbled 
into the Bath with my Gown on. She ftarted 
up at the Accident, and caught me withher 
Arms, to fecure me from being frighted at 
the Fall; and pulling off my Gown and my 
Shirt, threw them afide, and ringing the Bell 

fhe 


{he bid the Maids take them, and dry them, 
and ordered me to ftand ftill in the Bath, which 
would do me no harm but refrefh me after my 
Journey. 

9 

THE Maid being gone, (he plac’d me by 
her fide on the Step to the Couch, but kept 
her Arm round me, for fear I fhould fall any 
farther. As (he gave me a Thoufarid Rifles 
fo (he fuffered my Hands to wander when¬ 
ever I pleas'd, which gave an infipid fort of 
fatisfaftion to both, tho it only ferv’d to raife 
our mutual Defires. I fung her this Song, 
and us’d all the liberty, Che gave my Teeming 
Innocence to roufe up her Wilhes to their ut- 
inoft Extent. 

SONG. 



* 
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IH A D fcarce done my Song when flie caught 

me in her Arms and cryed out my dear little 
Creature , were the Gods of Old Rome Bill in 
Fafhion , I fhonld /wear thouwert Cupid, come 
to rifle my Charms in the p leafing difguife of A 
Boy. I love you more , replyed I, than Cupid 
could do , and prefled her Bofom with my fin¬ 
gers as hafd as I was able. It is not impoffible , ‘ 

continu'd b f°r Beauties fitch as yours to work 
greater Miracles , than all the Heathen Brood 
of imaginary Deities. Which having given my 
Heart fio fierce a Flame , may fiupply the capacity 
of appeafing its Rage , which cou'd not elfe he 
expected from my Perfon and Appearance. . 

INFINITELY pleafed with the Flatery, 

.and moved by a ftrong, Imagination, fhe lifted 

me up in her Arms and threw me on her Bofom, 

when ihe foon made the difcovery of the 

Miracle 
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Miracle. I proraif’d, finding me indeed fuf- 
ficientiy capable of eafing both her Defires, 
and my own. Her wanton Hand unfatisfy’d 
with what fhe felt, run over my Naked Body 
force yet convinc’d of her Error, till unable 
to defer the joy, and unwilling to give her time 
to recover her furprize, I eafily took poffeflion 
of a Fort, that was not provided for a liege. 

s*tth k/<}td more quid: her panting Breath expires , 

Her 7 engne wants force to utter her Dejires. 

She left the Welcome Story to her Eye , 

J Vhsre humid Fires were fien fit fits'*d with Joy. 

7 he (ling of Love now fixt within her Breajl , 

Pafive ft: lics ) and waits the welcome Reft . 

HAVING often repeated the Effort to 
convince her Incredulity, fhe laid me at laft 
Vanquished on her panting fnowy Bofom. 
What Dream is this (Taid fhe in fome Ecftafie) 

my charming little Cupid that 1 have had ? for 
it is impojihle it Jhould be real . What Plea- 
fures t what unexpected Raptures have 1 felt , 
which no Mortal con'd impart ? Thou fure art 
fome diviner Power transform'd, into Fief and 
Blood to furprize us with Joys, which without 
thee dis impofible for VFoman to know. 

AFTER, a Thoufand fond Careffes, and 
frequent Aifurances of my Mortality, that I 
was a Man of Eighteen Years of Age, and ca¬ 
pable of anfwering her warmed Defires, fhe 

feem’d 
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feem’d tranfported, the Pleafure being heights 
ned by the Novelty, and charg’d me to keep 
my Good Fortune a Secret from all. the World 
befides. She affur’d me, that for the Future 
I fhou'd be her conftant Bedfellow, fecure 
from fcandal, and fufpidqn, by the falfe Ap¬ 
pearance of my Perfon. She told me, (he 


fliou’d now be as jealous, and fearful of the 
Women, as I had been of the Men; and there- 

7 . ' / r v i \ \ 

fore her Bed fliou’d be.our Security from both- 


\ • > » 


NOW leaving me on the Watry Scene of 
her Pleafure., flie got out. of the Bath,, and rofe 
a no lefs charming Venus:, from this little 


Bed of Waters, than the fabulous Aphrodite 
from that of the Ocean. She left her war¬ 
mer Adonis full of fatisfa&ion, and pleafure 
ill this fortunate Adventure $ and having dry- 
ed her lovely Body, fhe veild it, with her 
Shift, and her Gown, and went iter felf for 
the Robes to drefs me her- Darling. But my 
Gown not being yet dry fhe. brought me ,a 


Shirt, and my Cloaths, and lifting me out of 
the Bath, with Eyes yet incredulous, fhe cou’d 
fcarce believe my vifible Credentials of Mai/- 

*. - « J • • » * . 

hood. She - kifs’d me all over, and vow’d, 
fhe had never feen a fight fo amazing, fo com- 

• - O , _ O' . 
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pleat and delightful as the admirable Harmony 
of my Parts and Proportion. Seating me in 
her Lap fhe drefs’d me with her own charming 
Hands, fhe led me into the Salloon to a Col¬ 
lation that waited our coming, where with 


• • 


E 
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rich Wine and Viands, we recruited the plea- 
Grig Expences of Love. The Ceiling was 
painted by Guido Rheni, and the Walls hung 
with the admirable Pieces of Caratche, and 
Raphael, Correggio, and Titian, and two or 
three of Bona Rota. 


DURING the Month of our fray at the 
ViBa, near Tivoli, we took care to give our 
Joys agreeable Variety,- and let no Moment 
glideby as, without loading its downy Wings 
with fomePleafure or'other. Love, Mkfick, and 
Poetry had their Turns 5 and when ever chance, 
or Company feparated our Perfons a few Mo¬ 
ments, our Thoughts were never afimder. 

6 • 

A 

This 1 was theZehith of my good Fortune* 
and being made for Pleafure, it was a folly 
to expeft ought beyond it. I was poffefs’d 
of the greateft Beauty of Italy, juft in her 
Bloom, fifteen Winters not yet having pafs’d 
ore her Head 3 a Lady of the firft Quality, 
and Wit. In the midft of the iriquifitive Eyes 

of Mercenary Spyes enjoying the full Guft of 
Love in perfect' fecurity. I was courted by thfe 
Men-fervahts 5 fondl’d by the Maids, and blefs’d 


with the warmer, and more charming Em¬ 
braces of my Lady, her Favourite confefs’d. 

» * 

♦ 

^ 9 
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BUT all Humane Grandeur arid Happy- 
riefs ftands on a very flippery Bottom: whiie 
fortune take* a malicious Pleafure by a Ca¬ 
pricious 


1 


pricious Turn to whirl her Migni'on of.• Tef* 
terday from the topmoft fpoke of her VVheel 
to the'lowed to Day,. But of all Happy- 
nefs, that is the moft frail, that depends on 
the various Humour of Woman , and of k 
Young Worn an, nay of a Young Woman of 


Young Woman, nay of a Young Woman of 
Quality, the very Epitome of all the Follies, 

and Vices of the Sex $ For their Titles furnifft 
them with the Vanity of excelling ali other 
Women in Lewdnefs, and Inconftahcy, "is if 
their Unality fupply’d all other Defe&si 

• « — 

^ ; - 

T HE Month was fcarce expir’d Before j 
found a fenfible Decay in the Violence of 
Thcrcfas Paffion, every Enjoyment rendring 
her Pleafure more languid s while mv Flame 


father encreas’d by Poffeffion. 
to Rome , the change of the 


greater Reftraint 


her Inclinations, as afting 


returning 
gave a 


I W A S welcom’d with no little Pleafure 

by the Old Cardinal, and the reft of my 
humble, Servants of that Family, To rehiove 

* - - 1 _ • , • — i * * • - * 


I was a littie apprehenfive of the Attaques 

» » i • X X ./ * * f # • £ 

pf his Eminence, whofe Flame my dbfence 
had rend red more violent. 


BEING retir’d with Donna T herefa to 

her Cabinet, and all the Company withdrawn 
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to their Apartments, having permitted fome 
foft dallyances which, I coo’d not defer 5 fhe 
opened; her Scrutore , and looking out fome 
Papers, let fall a Minature, which I fnatch- 
ing up. found to be the Picture of a beauti¬ 
ful Youth: When demanding with fome con¬ 
cern who the happy Man was, whofe Portrai-. 
ture Ihe admitted to her Clofet, with a Rifs 

4 • » - " 

(he aflfur’d me, that I need not to be jealous 
of the Original, or envy his Fate. For tho 
happy in his love , yet he loft his dear Life 

in the purfuit of his Amour. 

• ” • 

t PRESS’D her to give me an Account 
of the' unfortunate Lover, which fhe promis’d 
to perform on the Mornings Return, when 
Sleep Had refrefh’d her, and made her able 
to go through with the Hiftory. So-to Bed 
we went, where placed in the Ivory Pale of 
her Arms, and on the fweeteft Bofom in the 
World, I revell’d in Pleafure, as long as I was 
capable of giving or receiving any Joy. The 
low Ebb of Love being come, hi the mid ft 

of foft Riffes we both fell afleep, 

* » ' 

THE Morning returning, l firft efcap’d 
from the Image of Death, and with Rifles, 
and foft CareJTes gently drove away the drow- 
fy leaden God, that too long ufurp’d thefineft 
Eyes in the World. And having paid our 
Morning Devotions to, Cupid, we ffipt on our 

. Gowns, and. went into the Clofet to fatisfy 
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my Impatience to hear the mournful Tale, 
flie had promis’d to relate. She took;,from 

her Scrutore the Pi&ure I mention’d, and fe- 

^ » * « 

veral Papers relating to her Amorous Affairs, 
'and fitting down by me on the Couch, and 
cafting a languifhing Regard on the Pi dure, 
(lie gave two, or three fighs, and let fall a 
pearly fhowr of Tears, which added a new 
but a melancholly Beauty to her Face. I 
fuck’d up the Balmy Drops with the greedy 
Third of Love, and- fmother’d the rifing 
Sighs with the fury of my K ifles. When, 
Ah ! my Charming Cupid, faid fhe, far, far 
he this unfortunate Levers Fate from thee! 
behold a cruel Viffim to thefe Beauties , for which 
he fell in a mof barbarous manner, ev'n in my 

Arms. Not by my feverity but the bloody Re¬ 
venge of my Uncle the Cardinal, who fading 
him in my Bed , with an Obduracy unheard of 
was deaf to all my piteous Cryes , and Prayers: 
for his Life. 

HERE again fhe wept a beautiful Flood, 
and fixt on the Picture a Tfioufand burning 
Kilfes. Ah ! Madam , faid I, you make me en¬ 
vy his Fate , who ev’n beyond the Grave can 
give you this concern . Who wood not dye to 
be embalmed in thofe Tears .<? and affeff fo. ine- 
fiimable a Heart in fo tender a manner ? I f wear 
to you,- my divine Charmer, by your Beauty I 
’grow jealous of that fhadow , and beg your Ge- 
perofty to lay it afde j and if the Original 

E 3 mufi 
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A 

The Hijlory of Donna Therefa, of her Birth 
and Education , Jhewing her to he the Daugh¬ 
ter^ not Niece , of Cardinal Cantelmi, her 
Amour with Count Luciano, Son to the Duke 
of Metalone, one of the Academy of the 
Arclenti of Naples, with the Letters and 

y 4 * * . | 

Verfex that paji betwixt them . 


T MUST firft inform thee, my deareft Fan- 
1 tafio (continued Therefa) that inftead of 
being the Cardinal’s Niece, I am his Daughter. 
For while he was yet Bifliop of Fermo , a 
Ship of Malta brought into Chita Vecchia a 
Turkifh Merchantman, which he had taken. 


Among the Captives of this Ship was my 
Mother, a beautiful Greek flave, 'that was 
paffing from the More a to Egypt to her Father, 
that was there a Faftor. The Cardinal hap¬ 
pen’d to be in that Port, on. fonie Bufinefs 
of the Popes, and had no fooner caft his Eye 
on the Beautiful Greek, but he was wounded 
with Love, and foon agrees with the Ca pta in 
of the Mdtefi ‘for a Price. And having 
plac’d her at a convenient Houfe in Bottom a. i 

-.T . * ; w ■%'*-: * / * * f ' / 

he took fuch Opportunities of Converfation, 
that fh.e yielded up per Charms, and received 
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the Cardinal by a kind of Duty, as her Matter 
to her Bed. From whence forung your The¬ 
re fa. A few Years (he*, bred me, and when 
file dy’d, the Cardinal loving my Mother ex- 
treamly, took a particular care of the Daugh¬ 
ter, the only Pledge of their Love. Being 
grown up to Twelve, and fie now Archbifhop 
of Capua, he took me home, as Daughter to his 
Sifter, and his Niece. He fpar’d no coft for 
my Infraction in all, that was fit for a Wo¬ 
man of Quality to learn $ and was fo fond 
of me, as to give up the Reins of my Con¬ 
duct to my own Childifh Will. But yet care¬ 
ful of protecting my Innocence from the Trea¬ 
chery, and furprize of thofe, whom my Beam 
ty might inflame to the Affaults of my Ho* 
nour $ he plac’d as a Guardian, or Governapt 
atadiftance. .anOld decrepit, antiquated Maid, 
who never having had Charms enow to pro¬ 
voke an Addrefs in her Youth, was, as watch¬ 
ful as Argus to prevent the Pieafures fhe cou’d 
not enjoy in her Ag6. 


SHE had a low Forehead, beetle v Brows, 

* -y * • » i 

great gogle Eyes, high thin Nofe, and a Chin, 
that turned up to meet it, hollow Cheeks 
with the Bones (ticking out like Excrefcences, 
a Hunch Back, fwarthy Skin, no Breafts, but 
in their place two flably empty yellow Bags 
that hung down before, one Leg fhorter 


hung 


than the other, and a Breath, that wouM kill 
at a diftance. Yet with all thefe Defeats arid 

; Deformities. 


Deformities, her difcourfe was perpetually of 
her Virtue, and the Quondam Conquefts of 
her Eyes, and the Refiftance (he had made 
againft the moft vigorous Onfets of a per¬ 
petual Succeffion of Lovers. 


THO this Difcourfe were an infallible 
Argument of her Zeal for the Sex, yet the 
Vices, the Faiflioods, the Treachery, and the 
Perjuries of Man, was the peroration cf all 
her Harangues. The extravagance of her Hu¬ 
mour wou’d fometimes entertain me, for I 
never admitted her but to divert me. For 


tho her charge was to be watchful of the 
Avenues of the Palace, her Commiffion ex¬ 


tended not to invade my Privacies within, or 


to raife any uneafy Jealoufie in me, that I 
was under any conftraint, 


- tr 

I WAS now turning of Fourteen Years 

of Age, and full, as rice for Love, as any 
of my Sex in Italy, drawing perhaps an A- 
morous Conftitution from both my Father, 
and Mother. For thofe who are got in the 
Liberty of Defire, are doubtlefs more gay 
and more vigorous, than the dull Produft of 
the Formal Embraces of a Husband, and 
Wife, which has given me a perpetual Aver- 
fion to that imperious Animal call’d a Hus¬ 
band, who as far, as my little Obfervation 
can lead me, feems like the Dog in the Man¬ 
ger, or the Mifers of the Age, who fondly 
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hoard up Bags of Gold from the World? 
which they have no capacity, nor will to 
enjoy. 


Book I. ( 


THE Cardinal was now tranflated from 
Capua to Naples , and dignify’d with a Cardi¬ 
nals Hat, which drew feveral confiderable Per- 
fons to apply for my Heart. Among the reft 
I was persecuted with the Addrelfes of the 
.Count Luciano, Son to the Duke of Metalone , 
who is no difagreeable Perfon, as you may 

jetnember, having feen him at the Church 
de la Pace, where I firft was charmed with the 
pretty Fantafo, little thinking what a Snake 
I warm’d in my Bofom. His Perfon is en- 
clin’d to the larger fize of Men, his Hair 
brown, his Face manly, his Age about Twen¬ 
ty-five, his Wit allow’d by all the Vertuoii 
of all the Italian Academies, and himfelf a 
Member of that of the Ardenti in Naples. 
And had his Addrefs been any thing but Matri¬ 
mony, I believe hef had been more fuccefsful. 
But that, which made him the more acceptable 


to the Cardinal, render’d him lefs fo to me 3 

Ambition had aj (hare in his F^tisfaftipn, 
while mine was only in LOVE and L I¬ 
BERTY. 






% 

THE next Day I received this Letter and 
Copy of Verfes from him by a Meffenger; 

which I believe may be worth your perufal 5 
for tho I was not very fond of the Votary; 
I had Lome regard to the Vi&im. 


THERESA thus 


ing Letter, and 
purpofe. 


thus gave me the follow*: 
Verfes, which I read to thia 

J • .i ■ * # • v • 
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LETTER L 


Love at Firlt fighp. 




Book 1. 


( 60 


Chap. VII. 


u 

(C 

« 

44 

44 

*4 

(C 

ic 

44 

4 ‘ 

4 ( 

44 

cc 

<c 

tc 

44 

(4 

4 « 

€4 

44 

a 

(4 

* 

€C 

44 

44 

(4 

'tt 

44 

44 

44 

.4 


has fet fo vifible a Stamp of its felf upon 
you, that not to adore you wou’d be a 
fort of Impiety. Confider your felf well then, 
Madam* and you’ll eafily believe my pro- 
feffions fincere; and that it is impoftible 


to fee you, and not love you. 


But alas 


if you fhou’d view your felf with my Eyes, 
if you Ihoii’d really know your own Charms, 
as well as I, it muft be my Ruin $ for you 
then wou’d be fenfible, that nothing Mor¬ 
tal cou’d deferve you. Be like the Heavens 
you reprefent, and let Love be your pur- 
chafe. If I might hope that, I cou’d not 
long defpair $ for Oh! I love beyond all 


Humane-kind 


Peace has forfook my 


Thoughts, Sleep has fled my Eyes, and no¬ 
thing remains to keep Nature alive, but 
the Refle&ion on thofe Charms, that ra- 
vifh’d my Eyes from the miraculous Blood, 
As you are fairer, than all your Sex - , fo be 
more juft, and compaflionate. ’Tis more 
worthy the Excellence of your Beauty to 
beftow Happynefs, than Mifery. Without 
your Pity I am the moft referable of Men, 
but with it I fiiould not envy the Glory of 
Crowns. But Words are too poor to ex- 
prefs your Beauty, and my Love, and 
nothing but Experience, and my Life 
fpent in your fervice, can ever let you 
know the leaft Portion of my Paflion. 
Difdain not therefore'h ; Love which none 


but you Cou’d infpire or reward? and only I 

coud 



“ cotiM receive. You know your. Power, and 
“ you know your Slave, let your Rule be as 
“ pleating as your Eyes, .and then I (hall he 
“ fond of my Captivity, as long as I am 
Madam, 


* r 


Your devoted Slave, 


Luciano. 


In this were enclos’d the following Verfes. 

* 

On the fight of Donna There fa. 

A 

% A 

*T EV S once afloniflld flood the Trojan Swain 
(Confounded with the Pleafure, and the Pain) 
When he beheld in the Idalian Grove 
Minerva, Juno, and the Queen of Love. 

But all thefe three bright Goddejfes 1 find, 

In Angelina 7 * nobler Form, combin'd. 

Force, Majefty, and every fofter Grace / 

Whole Heavrisconfefs'd in her diviner Face. 

All round fhe darts the Glories of her Skye , ^ 

Its Thunder, and its Lightning from her Eye, \ 
And where the pointed Fhjhes fall, we dye. j 
1 felt the Bolt transfix my trembling Heart , 
And fill I feel the painful pleajjng fmart / 

I who fo long had arm'd my flubborn Breafl i 


And made the boafled Force of flyes a Jejl, 

I who con'd ne'r amidft the jpdrkling Round 
Of Earthly Goddejfes yet meet one Wound 5 
I who through Crouds of Beauties pafl each Day, 

survey'd 


} 



Survey’d unhurt the * Ring, the * Park, the * Play * 
Where with defign the haughty Dames refort, 

To vanquish Men, and make our Hearts their ffort. 
I by one fngle Glance, and undefgnd 
The umoft Fury of Loves Anger find. 

Revengeful Cupid there in Amhujl? lay, 

Sure from thofe Eyes to make my Heart his Preyi 
The fullen Boy not with one Wound content, 
lit that tone Glance a Thou fond Arrows fent. 
Which made a Thoufand Breaches in my Hearty 
And fixt a fatal Shaft in every Part. 

From every part a Thoufand Loves arife, 

Strong as her Beauty, charming as her Eyes , 

Hold Cupid, hold I I can rebel no more 
Thy Royalty I own , confefs thy Power I 
I never faw thee on thy Throne before ! 

True, I have feen thy dubious fiiadow play 
And gambol in the inoffenfive Ray 
Of feebler Eyes, the Twilight of her Day. 

The doubtful Light thy Deity conceal’d 
And not till now Was dll the God reveal’d . 




HAVING done the Letter and Verfes 
fee purfued her difcpurfe in this manner. 1 
took no notice of the Letter, nor fent hirti 
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My Lord , 

I WONDER at your Impertinence , */><?£ 

f o pleafe your felf fboud take fitch a World of 
Pains to be troublefome to me. If you think me 
fond of Gallantries of this Nature , I can only 
convince you of your Error, by ajftring you that 
yours has not found the way to be agreeable to me. 

I therefore dcjire you to teize me no more , but 
ftjfer me to enjoy my own innocent Pleaftres 
without any farther Interruption ; which I be¬ 
lieve you ajfe$ more to few your Wit, than. 

your Love. 

• * 

FINDING me (till, in fpight of all his 
Billets and Poetry, very averfe to his Amour, 
he refolv’d on another Courfe: and caufes 
his Pretenfions to be made known to the Car¬ 
dinal, who was not a little fatisfy’d with the 
Honour, alfuring him of all his Intereft in the 
Cafe 5 not that he would ever force my In¬ 
clinations, but wou’d allow him a more, than 
common Liberty of Accefs, to render his A- 
mour the more eafy paffage to my Heart. I 
was not a little furpriz’d to fee thie Cardinal 
one Ev’ning introduce him, nor cou’d I be fo 
: much Miftrefs of my Refentmeiit as to hinder 
an angry Blulh from fpreading o’re my Face 

Tie Cardinal recommended 

him 
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him as a Perfon fit for, and worthy of my 
Love, and with a Tone, that exprefsM both 
Authority, and Tendernefs, let me know, that 
to pleafe him extreamly, I muff endeavour 
to like the Noble Count Luciano for my Hus¬ 
band. 

w 

THE Cardinal left us together. And tho 
the Treachery he had us’d in applying to the 
Cardinal to obtain, what his own Affiduities, 
and Services ought to have gain’d him, made 
me refolve never to have him, yet I gave him, 
as civil a Reception, as cou’d be expefted at 
the firft Interview. 

4 

T H & Vifit being over I retir’d to my Clo- 

fet, and fpent the reft of the Ev’ning in read¬ 
ing Petrarch , and Guarinis Paftor-fido. Early 
the next Morning I received this Letter from 

the Count. 

• ^ 

LETTER It 

. - . - • 

4 

# 
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For Love and Marriage. „. 
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r r is impoffible to wait all this livelong 
“ Day dll the Ev’ning (before which I 
amnot to be fo happy,- as to fee you ) with¬ 
out converfing with you by letter. For 
while t cannot hear the moft charming 


while I cannot hear the moft charming 
Tongue in the World,- it is fome amends 
to entertain the moft beautiful Eyes in 

“ the 
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the Univerfe. If Madam, you coin’d really 
have any doubt of my Paflion on One Sight x, 
fure ’tis impoffible to continue fo ground- 
lefs an Incredulity, alter I have had a nearer 
and longer view of your Charms $ when 
both my Eyes, and my Ears confpir’d to let 
your Perfe&ions of Body, and Mind into 
my Heart by every Avenue. If One cou’d 
not have been infufficient, yet. a Force fo 
irrefiftable joining muft render me the moft 
paflionate of Men. To fee you, is to view 
the fineft Copy of Heaven, that Nature 
ever drew 5 but to hear you is to partici¬ 
pate of Heav’n it felf. If my Soul felt 
before the growing Pangs of a Love new¬ 
ly born 5 think now, andreflettwhatphu.fi: 
be the Agonies I feel. To fee you without 
De/ire is impojjible , but to defire without Hope, 
insupportable. Ah ! too charming, and too 
cruel Maid ! how cou’d you continue fo long 
incredulous of a Paflion too vifible in my 
Eyes, and too evident in my Confufion to 
Buffer you to be ignorant of it. But yon 
tell me you cannot Love x ) That you will 

not marry. Two hateful Barrs, I confefs, 
to my Happynefs, which if I cannot re¬ 
move I muft remain the moft loving, and 


“ moft miferable of Men. But, Madam, fure 
“ you cannot be fufficiently acquainted with 
“ the fecrets of your Heart 5 when in it you 
“ difcover no feeds of that Paflion. Nature 


*C 


cou’d never be fo prepofterous to make 

F “ y 011 
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Love 
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the very aim of her fine Workmanfhip by 
denying you Love, fs it poflible, Madam, 
for any one to imagine, who is not your 
“ Enemy, that you were made for the Curfe 
“ of Mankind, when we fee you adorn’d with 
c ‘ all thofe Perfeftions, which only can make 
“ up this Blejjing } LOVE , my' everlafting 
“ Charmer, LOVE is Natures Voice $ the Soul 
‘‘ of the World, its Origin, and Prefervation. 
“ Not to love therefore is an Impiety you 


tc 


ct 


cannot be ^ - 

Nature, againft your own Charms, againft 
“ your own Happynefs. For flie, who never 
lov’d, never knew the greatefi: Joy- of Life, 
it’s moft folid, and moft tranfpo/ting ^lea- 

fure. She Iofes all the fleeting* and n'pver- 
■- again-returning Minutes of fwift wing’d Time 

in a dull infipid Circle of Trifles, unknowing 
“ of the lively Joy of Hearts united. 
“ You muft therefore. Madam, nay you will 


tc 


it 




love, tho you love 


Me. —’Tis true. 


cc 


U 


a 


but then 


and I confefs it, a true, fincere Heart full of 
vou and full of Love is all the merit I have 
“ to plead, I frankly own I cannot deferve 
your Perfon, or your Love 5 
juftly grant me, that thofe gay Qualities, 
which ufually make the Hearts of the Young, 
and the Unexperienc’d their Prize, deferve 

fome claim to Love. 
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you lefs. Love has 
“ butlhofe have none : yet ev’n my Love, tho 


44 


greatefi:,. that ever infpir’d 


can- 
“ not 




“ not deferve you. No, no, Madam, when 
“ ever you beftow your felf it muft be an A<ft 

“ of Generojity not of Right in him that re- 

“ ceives you. This Opinion Madam, is fuf- 
“ ficient to enfure your Happinefs with me*. 
“ for while I. muft be fenfible, that I receive 
“ you from your Generality not myDefert, 
■“ I mufi: always be paying a Gratitude for a 
c< Benefit I am always enjoying* While he 
that is fo vain as to plead his own Merit, 
“ will take you, as his due, and fo exert a Do- 
minion, which I fhall ever be far from claim* 1 
u ing. —But fmce you muft love, my dear 
« Charmer, receive the agreeable Paffion, as 
“ a Blejfwg not a Curje. If you refufe if when 
Young, it will come on you with double 
Violence when you are Old 3 and if you 
“ d$ny your Heart to Sincerity and Truth i 
“ it will fall a Viftim to Perjury , and Hypo - 
“ crifie. You feem apprehenfive, that Marri- 
“ age wou’d be the period of your freedom 
“ of Will, indulg’d to you from a Child 3 but 
“ how can l ever think of oppofing that WiU, 

‘‘ to which I muft owe all that is valuable in 

■ < 

the World. No,, no, dear Charmer, you 
have too ftrong an Afcendant over my Soul, 
“ to fear any, Period to your Empire but my 
“ Life. —But you fay you never will Mar- 
“ ry — Good Heav’n avert th q infan/ous Omni 
il pray tell me why > Sure you have look’d 
‘‘ on Marriage through the wrong end of the 
“ Perfpe&ive 3 turn it, view it better, and 
1 F 3 you 
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you will like it better. 


Con fid er, Madam, 


« is Life worth the Pofleffion, without 


CC 


Partner 


Affairs 


« while confin’d to one Breaft, and Grief in- 


“ fupportable 5 this vvou’d be leffen’d and 
« that be exalted by imparting if to a true 
“ Friend. But where can a true Friend be 


“ found, but where Intereft as well as Perfons 
« are join’d. How many Tryals are every 
“ day made in vain among the Fair for this 

“ Pbamx? But in the mid ft of their dear 


“ Confidauces Levity, Jealoufie, Intereft, or 
<l Revenge, burftsthe curious Web afunder, 
“ and then all the confided Secrets fall out in 


“ their moft hideous Form and Drefs. But the 


“ Innocent and Young, like you, are always 
“ dealing with difadvantage 5 while you bring 
“ vndejigmng fincerity to barter with experi- 
“ enc’d Cunning, and Self-ends . ’Till repeat- 
“ ed Infidelities produce a Rupture, and you 
“ are at. Iaft taught, at your own Coft, that 
“ the Friend you have ftill fought in vain, 
“ can only be found in Marriage . But fhou’d 
t: you choofe a Male Friend, tho the corre- 
“ fpondence might be Innocent, yet will the 
“ cenforious World never allow thofe tender 


te Commerces, wholly difentangled from the 
“ difference of Sex $ and defire firft, or Iaft 
“ will be fure to blow up all the fine Plato- 
“ nic Notions, v/hile thofe made an eafy 
“ way to more criminal Engagements.’ Then 
“ follow Satiety , Inconjlancy, and a foolifh 

* Repetition 
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“ Repetiton of all the very fame Infidelities* 

“ and. Follies an Hundred times over 5 and all 
“ to no purpofe 5 for no true, and lading 
“ Friendlhip is to be found till Marriage dif- 
“ covers the agreeable Secret, and at once 
“ comes in with the Quarry, which in the 
<c long Chace we purfued to no purpofe. The 
“ Benefits of Marriage are too many to croud 
“ into this Letter 5 but all centre in this — 
“ If you choofe a Man of Senfe, and one that 

“ Joves I on, you cannot mifs a faithful Friend, 

“ and an Empire perpetual. A Fool is ob- 
“ ftinate; and ungovernable, but Men of fenfe 
“ have dill been Vaifals to the Fair. And 
“ thus far I can put in my claim, that I diall 
“ nevere afpire to more, than always to be 

Your Faithful Slave. 

I FOUND by his not coming that day 
fome extraordinary Bufinefs had taken him up, 
which as I found was a Vilit to his Mother, 
who was fuddenly taken with a defperate Ill- 
nefs in her Villa, and expecting only Death 
fent for him immediately. But the next 
Morning on his return he couM not wait till 
his Vilit in the Ev’ning, and therefore fent 
this Letter to prepare his Way. 



LETTER 




LETTER. III. 


CC 

a 


w 

Ml adoreable Amd , 



OR. 


you are too charming for any 
Mortal. 1 wrote to you Yefter- 


thing 

“ day, and tho I defigh to throw my felf at your 
u Feet this Evning, yetit being an Age to that' 
time,/cannot delay talking to youfo long. As’ 
my Mind is ever full of you, fo I cannot 

be eafy till I unburthen my 

moft cruel of 


U 


<C 


cc 


Thoughts. 


t( Ah! moft 


charming, 


and 




£C 


Cl 


your Sex, what will you do. with ‘me; for 
’tis only in your powr to difpofe of my 
Fate to Happinefs or Mifery 5 there is no 
fi Medium, one or the other muft be my fhare. 

Why have you fo many Beauties to deftroy, 
“ and fo little pity to fave > ’Tis impoffible 
f* any Man can love you more, than I, why 
then (hou’d you make any Man more Happy? 
You muft, nay you will yield all thofe 
u Beauties to the Arms of fome One, who 
will not, cannot love syou, as I do. What 
(hall I fay > What (hall I do to make an 
* f imprefhon on your Obdurate Heart ? Oh ! 
“ that I but knew the approaches to the ten- 
f* derneffes of your Soul, that I might melt 
“ you into companion for him that fighs,' and 
dyes for you 5 for I cannot live without 
you. No, dear charming Idol of my foul, 
as I can have no Happinefs but what you 

/( * ■ r* ' « < 11 <* * . ^ . 

? give 




Ci 

CC 


3 # 


e, fo can 1 have no other Life but 
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“ what you beftow 5 for what is Life, where 
“ there is no Happinefs, but a Torment, and 
u lingring Pain, which no Man of Spirit can 
“ bear. Alas Madam, if yon cannot afford a 
“ reality, difguife your Cruelty fo, that I may 
li flater my felf, that you are not .entirely 
“ infenfible — Ah no-— be rather cruel, as 
“ you can be., than appear what you are not 5 
*• that would keep me in the Road of De- 
fpair $ but this wou’d {hew a dawn of Hap- 
“ pinefs, only to plunge me into greater 
fi Wretchednefs. Let me be rather all wretch- 
u ed, than half bleji. But if yon can 
“ afford a Reality, Ah keep it not too long, 
“ left the effeft fhou’d be fruitlefs. Ah / 
“ charming Therefu give me leave to live and 
“ love, give, me leave to hope, give me leave 

“ to be as long as I live your faithful Valfal, 

% 

Luciano. 

IT will be too tedious to tell you all the 
Progrefs of a Love fo nnfuccefsful, it affords 
nothing furprifing nor various, a perfecution 

of odious Afliduities, and Attendance 5 unheed¬ 
ed Vows, and Sighs make no the Narration. 

j CJ 1 

Let it fuffice to know, that in fonie Months Ath 
drefshecou’d not .difcover that he had made 
any Progrefs in my Heart. So that after a 
moft paffionate feparation over Night, i re¬ 
ceived this Letter from him the next Morning. 


I 



V 


« 
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LETTER IV. 

* 

“ f^|Hl my everhfting Charmer ! what will 
£ ‘ be the Event of a Paffion which I am 
H not able to bear, while you are cold and in- 
r ‘ different to all that I fay> I know very 

“ well, that Prudence would teach me to ftifle 

/ 

lj fo unhappy an Affection, but how is that 
“ poffible when you have already got poffeffi- 
li on of my Soul ? Yes, yes, you have not 
<! only vanquifh’d my Heart, but depriv’d me 
<l of all defire of' Liberty : I am pleas’d with 
‘ : my Band, tho I know not how to bear 
tJ them • ’tis a Torture to love you, and yet 
t; it feems a greater to baniih that Love, fuch is 
<l the powerful Magic of your Charms. Strange 
4 ‘ Witchery of LOVE , that when it allows 
1 ' no Reft to its Votarys, it denies them all 
‘‘ Thought of depofing the Tyrant^ no, it 

<J rather fur nifties Excufes for the Slavery 5 
and while we’re unable to bear the Rigour 
Ci of your Empire, compels us to make it more 
<l firm and lading. My Love is already gtown 
fo much a part of me, that Life and that 
“ muft have but one End. Life that my hour¬ 
ly ly Pains make a Burthen, is only defireable 

’ in Hopesof your Pity. Alas! I cannot live 
t * without you, and yet know not how to per- 
fuade you to be mine. Thofe Advantages, 
t , I once contemn’d, as the Qualifications of 
Fools or Beaux , I now wilh as agreeable Ac- 

“ com- 


i 
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“ complifliments, too often endearing the Fop 
4t to the Fair-One. What are you to me''now 
H ye bright Ideas of Imaginarion .<? and you 
“ fnblime Difquifitions of Reafon ? What are 
<£ you to me but an aggravation of my Paffi- 
“ on ? Why was I not made a gay thoughtlefs 
“ Coxcomb, incapable of all the impreffions 
ie of Love, and fo qualify’d to gratify all the 
£ ‘ tranquil Emotions of my Heart / Cou’d I 
“ have lefs Love I might have more Gallantry. 
“ I might entertain the moft charming of her 
‘‘ Sex more agreeably to the Gaiety of her 
<c Temper. But the violence and fincerity of 
“ my Paffiou robs me of all the gay Arts of 
“ engaging. Oh! my adorable Fair-One, 
w pity the Mifery you have caufed, have com- 
“ paffion on the Wretch, that you have made $ 
<e let me blefs, not curfe the Hour I faw you, 
<c and wilh you lefs charming, than I think you. 
“ ’Tis worthy of your Beauty to raife the Di* 
u ftrefs’d, and re (lore me to Hope from the 
“ depth of Defpair. Oh! no I find it is im- 
“ poffible for me to move her Heart, as cruel 
as (he is beautiful 3 yet in the midft of de- 

fpair I (hall ever remain your Faithful Slave, 

# ■ 

4 

% 

Luciano. 

* 

IDO confefs, I believe the Count had per¬ 
verted my Refolution, if an Accident had 
not happen’d, which totally defeated all his 

Hopes. 


CHAP. 



CHAP. VIII. 

The Continuation of the Hijiory of TherefaV Life, 
and her Amours , with the Baron Cafanatta. 




BOUT that Time came to Naples from 
r\ Rome an old Acquaintance, and School¬ 
fellow of the Cardinal's , Signor Carpegna and 
his Lady, and in regard to their Intimacy, the 
Cardinal’s Palace was their Place of Reception^ 
during their abode at Naples $ foon after a 
nominal Relation from Otranto < y in the Country 
Vi, named Fafchlnetti , arriv’d with his 


of 


Lady, a Man of Figure, and Quality‘in Otranto y 

and of proportionable Fortune. . 

CARPEGNA was a jolly, corpulent old 
Gentleman, of about Fifty odd, frefh colour’d, 
merry and amorous. He had a Wife very near 
Forty, but who difcover’d more, than the 
Ruins of a good Face, and which gave Pro- 
mifes of Kindnefs upon a little Application. 
The Plumpnefs of her Perfon gave her a nearer 
Relation to Youth, than (he cou’d claim in 
Reality • altogether making a Figure defireable 
enough to a Man of the Cardinal’s Age, who 

wanted not many Months of that of her Huf- 
band. 


FAS* 
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F A SC HINE TTI was a meagre, four, 
clofe defigning Man, turning all things to the 
bent of his own Int’reft, and Defires. He was 
about Sixty, and his Wife turn’d of Thirty, 
gay, coquette, and talkative. She was by no 
means ugly, aiid yet cou’d boaft no great Pre¬ 
tentions to Beauty 5 yet had Fire enough ill 
her Eyes to light up the Embers of Love in 

Carpegna. ! 


THEIR Age, Engagements, Relation, and 
living together, brought us to a frequent Con- 
verfation 5 and as the odd Fates wou’d have 
it, my Eyes prov’d fo flaming, as to fet the 
Tinder of Fafchinett ?s old Heart on fire. He 
all along profefs’d openly his Tendernefs for 
me 5 repeating daily Affurances, that having 
no Children, I fhou’d be his Heirefs 5 he call’d 
me his Miftrefs, and ever was fid ling about me. 
But this paft for a fort of Paternal Indulgence- 
and the Extravagance of his real Paflion was 
fo incredible, as not to be fufpefted-ev’n by 
my felf. 


THERE was a young Neapolitan Baron 
call’d Cafanatta , that had Marry’d Carpegna% 
Daughter, who was at his Country Seat in the 

Abruzzo when the Old Gentleman arrived. But 


being return’d to Naples , on Notice from his 
Father-in-law, he and his Lady made dayly 
Vifits to the Cardinal , and his Guefts. Being 

all but my felf marry’d People, I had too fre¬ 
quent 
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quent Opportunities of converting with Cafa- 
natta, both alone, and in Company. 

C A SANA TT A was of the tailed fize of 
little Men, exa&ly fhap’d in Body, and Legs, 
the Down juft on his Chin, Eyes full, and lan- 
guifliing, a delicate Complexion, and Hair that 
hong down to his Wafte: He fung with abun¬ 
dance of Art, and Addrefs, with a Voice, that 
wou’d charm the dulleft. His Utterance was 
foft, and piercing 5 his Words flow’d like Ho¬ 
ney, and it was impoffible to hear him, with¬ 
out finding a foft Emotion in your Bofonr at 
every Syllable he utter’d. His Humour was 
agreeable, and gay, and his Temper open, and 
generous. But his Wife was juft his Reverfe 5 
Young (he was indeed, but had no tolerable 
thing to recommend her, but the Wealth the 
had, and was like to bring, as the Heirefs of 
Carpegna ' She was deform’d in her Perfon, 
and crooked in her Conditions5 referv’d, cen- 
forious, envious, ill-natur’d and fickly : And 
one wou’d wonder that fo jolly a Humour in 
the Father, {hou’d in no meafure be convey’d 
to the Daughter. But fo it was, and his good 
Lady only cou’d tell how far fbe was indebted 
to him for any Part, or Quality about her. 
But ftie was at Reft with her Fathers, and Car¬ 
pegna pofiefs’d of another, whofe Chara&er I 
have given you already. 


/ 
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I COU'D not but pity the hard Fate of 
fo fine a Gentleman as Cafamtta, to be con- 
fin d for Life to fo odious a Creature $ and 
often wifh’d him in Don Luciano's Place, or 
that he had yet been at Liberty to make as 

honourable an Addrefs. I found in me that 

% 

Tendernefs for him that he wou’d not have 
been fo indifferently receiv’d, as Luciano, tho 
his Suit had been with the fame difagreeable 
view 5 for I thought the Beauties of his Per- 
fon, and thofe of his Humour, wou’d really 
hold out thro’ the long tedious Journey of Ma¬ 
trimony it felf. 

FULL of thefe kind Thoughts for him, I 
was fo happy as to make lmpreffions as great 
on his Heart. He fought all Opportunities of 
converfing with me, that he cou’d take with¬ 
out Sufpicion : and mutual Inclinations foon 
made our fhort meetings more frequent. Seve¬ 
ral Things contributed to the Succefs of the 
Beginning of this Amour, at leaft enough to 
betray us to a Pafiion, which neither of us 
cou’d much longer command, 

THE Cardinal was taken up in bringing 
about his Affair with Carpegm's Wife, and he 
was too bufy in purfuing his with the Lady 
Fafchinetti, But Fafchimtti himfelf, his hands 
being free from any Engagement, but what he 
conceal’d under the pretended Fatherly Affe¬ 
ction for me, alarm’d with Jealoufy, and pufh’d 

on 
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on by Defire, oftner interrupted our agreeable 
Commerce, than either of us lik’d. For when 
we had often been left alone by the reft of the 
Company, he only remain’d to curb our Incli¬ 
nations, fufficiently known to each other by 
our Eves, tho yet we had not had an Oppor¬ 
tunity to proceed to a plainer difcovery. 

BUT the Baron uneafy at this Curb to our 
Pleafures, let not his Invention lie idle to get 
him out of the way. For as. we were fitting 
all three together, a Footman comes, and brings 
Fafchiwtti a Billet from a Lady, pretending 
to be in Love with him, but was hinder’d by 
Modefty from revealing her Pafiion. In fliort, 
fo many Hints were given, that feem’d to lean 
towards me,, that he verily and vainly believ’d 
the Letter fent by me 5 and promis’d to be rea¬ 
dy in the Ev’ning to go with him in the Chair, 
as defir’d. I was furpriz’d that I had loft the 
Argus of my Condufr, and that the Baron and 
I were left alone, his Wife in one of her good 
Humours refufing to come with him 5 he told 
me what he had done with Fafchimti , to get 
this Opportunity of telling me how miferable 
I had made him, by infpiring a Pafiion from 
which he cou’d hope nothing but Deftru&ion 5 
but that it was no longer in his Power to re¬ 
fill: it $ and it being impoffible for him t© van- 
quifli it, he had given over all Endeavours that 
way 5 yet that he cou’d not leave this World 

without 



f 
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without letting me know, that he fell the glo¬ 
rious Sacrifice of my Eyes. ; 

% • 

« 

HERE he paus’d, and I blulh’d betwixt 
Anger and Pleafure, the Pleafure i was oblig’d 
to conceal, while a falfe Anger ufurp’d my 
Tongue, and bely’d the foft Sentiments of my 
Heart. I forc’d a weak Frown, and fome feem- 
ing harfh words on his Prefumption of decla¬ 
ring fo criminal a Pafiion$ fo injurious to my 

Honour, and deftru&ive of my Vertue. That 

fince he knew no better how to make ufe of 
the innocent Freedoms I gave him, I ftiou’d 
immediately retrench them, and fly from fo 

dangerous a Converfation. He prefs’d my Hand, 
and gave it ten thoufand Kilfes, beg’d as many 
Pardons, threw himfelf on his Knees, embrac’d 
my Legs, and made ftich an Aflault for Pity 
and Love, that unable to bear the Attaque, 
trembling all over with Fear, and Defire, I 
broke from him and ran to my Chamber. 

* • m* 

H E was not fo bafhful a Lover, or fo igno¬ 
rant of Woman, as to have his Pafiion de¬ 
feated by the firft Repulfe $, or not to under¬ 
stand the fure Symptoms of Love from my 
Eyes, and my Blulhes, and the Tremblings he 
-found when he prefs’d me with Rifles, and 

tender Carefles. He follow’d me therefore, and 

• * 

finding my Chamber-door open, came to my 

Clofet, knock’d gently at the Door, which 

when I open’d to fee who it was, he ruflt’d in, 

and 
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and feiz’d me in his amorous Arms, and be¬ 
twixt Rifles, and Embraces, would not fuffer 
me to cry out. I muff cohfefs the Opportu¬ 
nity was fo agreeable, and the Lover fo plea¬ 
ting, and my Defires fo heighten’d, I cou’d 
not refolve to deny my own Satisfaction, to 
puniih the Rudenefs, and Force, that I found 
fo tranfporting. In his Arms I funk down on 
the Couch, and with a faint Refiftance fuffer’d 
him to gain a Viftory in which our Triumph 
was equal. 

AFTER a little Refpit, and a gentle Ac- 

cufation of his cruel Kindnefs in facrificing my 
Honour, I advis’d him to retire, leaft the Go- 
Hematite fhou’d find him 5 for tho he had fe- 
cur’d one Spy in Fafchinetti , yet the Envy of 
, the old Governante migjnt be as prejudicial to 
our Affairs, on which his Life, and my Repu¬ 
tation depended. My lovely Charmer , faid the 
Baron, think not that I have been fo improvi¬ 
dent of this moment of Pleafure , which cotfd 
only fave my Life , and which I have long’d for 
with all the Impatience of Love, as not to pro¬ 
vide againji that Evil. Know then , that long 
fince I have prepar’d my Way there , by taking up 
her Thoughts with an Employment of the fame 
Nature - For I have in my Retinue a French- 
^ man calPd La Mime, who for a Reward under¬ 
took to win her to his Arms , and fo lull ajleep 
thofe watchful Eyes, that might elfe interrupt 
our Enjoyments. Impojjible y faid I, V/j impojji- 

hU 
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ble, that any one can fink fo far below the Nature 
of Man to attempt any finch Affair with a Mon - 
jler fio confefiid. The French, Madam (reply* d 
the Baron) are a People , that will undertake any 
thing for Money 3 and 1 can afifure you, the Op¬ 
portunities of waiting on me fio frequently here, 
has furnifWd him with finch Means to make his Ad- 
drefis , that he has for fiome time been in poffcjfion 
of the peculiar Happinefis of her Embraces. 

I C O U ’D not give Credit, I told him, to 
his Aflurances, unlefs he cou’d fo contrive it, 
that I {hould furprize them in the midft of 
fheir Dalliance :. which befides the Diverfion 
might be of ufe in the carrying on of our In¬ 
trigue. He promis’d the Difcovery, and hav¬ 
ing improv’d the Minutes, his Policy had pro¬ 
cur’d us, in all the Endearments of Love, I 
difmifs’d him till another Opportunity. 


C H A P. IX. 

% 

* » 

« 

A Continuation of Donna Therefa’/ Intrigue with 
Cafanatta, and its Tragical Event. With the 
diverting Adventures of thofie of Fafchinetti, 
Carpegna, their Wives, and the Cardinal, 

B U T giving a Ceffation to the firft Rap¬ 
tures of our Love, I muft tell you the 

G F ortune 



* 
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Fortune of Fafchinetti. The Footman having 
got him into the Chair, made him pafs through 
feveral Streets, Ally.es and Lanes, and by dif¬ 
ferent, and by-ways, brings him back again to 
the Cardinal’s Palace, and flopping under a 
Balcone, ready with a Ladder, plac’d there for 

that Purpofe, mounted the Knight Ad venturer * 

to his exalted Poll of Love,' alluring him he 
wou’d go, and give the Signal to the amorous 
Lady; 


* * 

a 

THE Ladder is taken away, and Fafchi¬ 
netti left alone, full of jond Impatience for 
the pleating Encounter. He had not waited 
long before he heard, in the Apartment, a Voice 
which he thought himfelf well acquainted with. 
For he imagin’d he heard his Wife in an amo¬ 
rous Commerce, with one, who feem’d by his 
Tone to be Signor Carpegxa. But as he was 
attempting to look into the Window to make 
the difcovery, he was fuddenly diverted by the 
Approach of feveral People beneath the Bal - 
cone, where he flood. Which made him cowr 
down, to hide himfelf from the Flambeaux, 


till they were pafl. But, to his great furprize, 
they took up their Start ion exactly. underneath 
the Balcone where he - flood, beginning imme¬ 
diately to tune their Inftruraents, which when 
in order, one of the Company. Jung this Se¬ 
renade* 


SON 


I 
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I. 


AH bright Belinda hither fly 
** fach a Light difcove 


► ^ 


And 


bfent Sun fapply 


m 4 


2 . 


Arife my Day , with Jjjeed arife. 

And all my Sorrows banijh 
Before the Sun of thy bright Ey 


vanijh. 


1 

No longer let me figh 


fle the hoarded Treafar 

to give ws 
When you were made for Pie aft 


• « 


Why fly 




: . 

V • * 


e 


f-, 
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D&e P 


fane's the Pride of 



• 


To.you the firff, if you prove Co^ 
If Kind, the- laft fr given, 

, 5- 

T^e C^zVe then fare's not hard i 

Betwixt a Good\ and ' Etiil : 
Which Title had yott 'Adthei t ake. 


make 


t \ 


f « 



ZfSi Wni 



t * 


r ♦ 






AFTER. the"Sohg'they play'd 
phonies on their Inftruments, on which Faf 
dihetti'% Lady opens the Balcbne-dodr to -grace 

G 2 the 
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tBe Solemnity, and own the Devotion 5 being 
told by Carpegna, that it was a Sacrifice of his 
Love to her, but that either the Pleafure of 
her Converfation, or the Hafte of the Mufi- 
cians, had prevented his Attendance. On which 
he prefently took his leave, and went dire&ly 
to join them 3 and (he then open’d the door, 
as I have told you, to accept the Gallantry of 
her Lover. But the Door was no fooner open’d 
but Fafchinetti tumbled into the Room, and 
his pious Lady affrighted, cry’d out, the DE- 
VIL , the D E VIL 3 which with the Noife 
of the Fall, made the Fidlers all vanilh in an 
Inftant. 

1 ‘ * 

F AS C HIN ETTI getting up, was no 
lefs affrighted, than his Lady, who was fled to 
the Apartment of Carpegna, where ffe furpriz’d 
her Gallant’s Wife, and the Cardinal , in a 
Pofture not very canonical, which confirm’d 
the Grounds of her former Sufpicions. But all 
things were huff’d, and a mutual Confidence 
made, by a Difcovery of each others Inclina- 

tions. 

- » * 

♦ • 

• I I * 

THE firft Corffufion being over, the Car¬ 
dinal, and Madam Carpegna , accompany’d her 
to fee what the matter was in her Room, which 
had given her this Alarm, and them this In? 
terruption. But fearing, that it might be fome 
Thief, who had waited, there an Opportunity 
of robbing jhe Honfe, :the Servants were call’d 

up 



up 5 who with Arms in their Hands ready 
charg’d, guarded the Com pany to fee the Ad¬ 
venture $ and I being call’d by the Noife from 
my Room, join’d the Brigade in the defperate 

Difcovery. 


IN the mean while Fafchinetii , coming a 
little to himfelf, got up from the Floor, where 
we left him, and calling his Eyes all around, 
was amaz’d to find liimfelf in his own Cham¬ 
ber, but cou’d fcarce credit his Sight, in the 
Teftimony it gave him of every particular 
thing, that (hou’d convince Him, it cou’d be no 
other Place. The hearing theHoufeinan Alarm, 
awak’d him from his Trance into a .Concern 
what courfe to take. The Balcone was too 
high for the Attempt of his Efcape by that 
way 5 and being forc’d to take a fudden Re- 
folve, he fleer’d his courfe, in the Hurry, di- 
reftly to my Chamber 5 which he eafily at¬ 
tain’d before our formidable Pofle cou’d arrive 
at his Apartment. Where when we were come 
we found no living Creature but the Paraqueet, 
and the doors of the Room and Balcone wide 
open. The Servants, by order, fearc’d every 
nook and corner, but cou’d find nothing at all, 
that they fought for. But the Cardinal cau¬ 
tious of his own Security, order’d them to 
look into every Room in the Hpufe, left the 
Thief lhou’d have convey’d himfelf into fome 
other place to perfect his wicked Defigns. 




THE 
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THE Noife of this Alarm made me rup 
put of my Clofet, and leave the door open, 
and a Copy of Verfes l had- juft been making 
on my .Lover, my felf, and the happy Mo¬ 
ments we had fo lately enjoy’d, lay on the 
Table. Fafchinetti efcaping into my Lodgings, 
and finding the Clofet unlock’d, took the Free¬ 
dom to pafs into it as the fecureft Place from 
a fudden Difcovery, or immediate Surprize, 
and where he might have time to compofe his 
Diforder, before the Company cou’d find him. 
There he found and feiz’d my amorous Ejacu¬ 
lations, reading them over with Envy, and 
, Content 5 for he was pleas’d to find, that I was 
not impregnable 5 but fretted to the Soul to 
think, that any one had been happyer, than 
himfelf. I’ll venture, my dear Fantafio , to 
ftiew you the Verfes infpir’d by Love, without 
the Aftiftance of any of the Ladies of Par- 

najfur. 


A H! how tranfyorting do the moments prove,, 

* * When we'r enjoyed by him we fondly love . 
Who with an equal Warmth and Ardour fir’d. 
Returns the Pajfion, that his Eyes inflir'd. 

What words can paint the fierce invading flame, j 
That fiezPd each Fibre of my trembling flame, S 
When to my Arms the lovely Hero came .<? jf 
Nor was the fire lefs flrongjhat warm'd Bis Breafl. 
Which bea thoufand tender ways expreU : 

His fparMing Eyes jhot flames of humid fire, 
And his pleas’d Soul was tun’d to gay Heflre. 


Clcfe 
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Clofe to my Face his feaverijh Lips he join'd, 

And with wild Tran fort round my Body twin'd , 
Fearful of Joy , yet willing to be preff ,, 

I flrove a while , then clajp'd him to my Breajl. 
Who can the Raptures of our Loves declare 1 
Te Gods ! how foft our warm Embraces Were. 

We httg'd, we kifs'd, and at each am'rous clofe, 

Up to our Mouths our Souls together rofe : ,, 

Till with the Blifs o'rcome we dy'd away. 

And for a while in fleechlefs Raptures lay . 

What's all the Pleafures of a World to this, 

But gaudy Trifles and a Shew of Blifs .<? 

Why are our Lives prolong'd . to Seventy Tears, 
Thin fown with Love, but cramd with Plagues and 

(Cares .<? 

And jince we only can be faid to, live, 

When we to Love our pleafing Moments give. 

Inflead of that long Age of anxious time. 


Give me ye Gods now in my. blooming prime. 

So many minutes in Amintors Arms, 

Whofe mat chiefs form my ravijh'd Fancy charms 3 
And on his Bofom gladly I'd expire,. . 

Like the rich Phenixin her od'rovs fire. 


* t 


A . v ^ 


- v 


YOU find thefe Verfes .too-plainly confefs 
the happy Hours.. I had. paft; and in. my own 


Hand too perfe&ly known to. Fafchinetti ,. for 





e to 


1+ * 4- *. 



it.. I was only pleas’d, that I. had 


lock’d up thofe, which. the Baron, had., given 
me, and made on me, when he little thought 
of the Succefs that he met with, 


G 4 


1. 


Ah l 





2 . 

Abate thy Luxury of Charms, 

And only Part difcover : 

Thy Tongue as well as Eyes have Charm, 
To do a Thoufand fatal Harm, 

To the poor UJPnzng Lover. „ 

Thy Glories fhoud like Heavns be 
Conceal*d beneath the Veil of Mytfery 5 
For to behold them in full force we die. 


IN our fearch we found, to our furprize, 
Fafchinetti in my Clofet, and to my confufion, 

when I remembred my Paper. He told us>, 

that being juft come in, and hearing a Noife, 
lie had, as he came up, ftept into my Apart¬ 
ment, to fee if any thing ail’d me $ but being 
entertain’d with the Pictures, and Books he had 
found in my Cabinet, he had flay’d there lorn 
ger, than he intended, 


HAVING 
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HAVING fearch’d all the Palace, and 
Supper being ended I retir’d to my Clofet, and 

to my Confufion found my Verfes taken away: 
and remembring by what Fafchinctti had whif- 
per’d, his Looks, and Behaviour, that he had 
difcover’d the fatal Secret, all my Invention 
was employ’d to contrive the Recovery of my 
Verfes, and to abufe him with the perfualion 
of his Error. 

THE next Morning he enter’d my Cham¬ 
ber with an Air too aflhming, and juft going 
to add Words to his Looks on a Subject I 
cou’d not fuffer him to go upon, I began 
prudentially with him, and fetting my Fork- 
head in an angry Frown, with fome Rage, 
I demanded my Verfes, wondring at his affu- 
rance of not only entring my Clofet, but of 
reading my Papers, -and taking them thence. 

Ton have reafon Madam, faid he, with a mali¬ 
cious fmile, to he angry at a Difcovery, which 
your Honour is fo much interejied to conceal. 
But , Madam , it is in your Power, to have it 
yet a Secret , provided you look on me with Eyes 
more favourable to my Wipes. Ton may eajily 
believe , that it is not one Conquefl that your 
Charms are confin'd too 3 for the Miracles; of 
your Beauty are not content to roufe the hot 
Blood of the Torng , made an eajy Trophy to 
the Imprejjion of every Face by their Heat , and 
their Vigour y but they infpire a YOUTH into 

OLD-AGE 
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OLD-AGE it felfgiving a frefh Spring of 
Defire in the Autumn of Life. 

t 

4 

I MVST avow ('continued he without 
giving me time to anfwer him J that I f peak by 
Experience ^ for not all my Referve , the Sullen- 
nefs and Severity of my Temper , not the Debi¬ 
lity of my Tears have been able to avoid the 
terrible Blow. And I blefs this Occafion , which 
has given me affirrance > that I f peak not to a La¬ 
dy infenfible of Love , and all its 
tender Endearments. 

#HOLD — fa id I in a Fury, Signor Eaf- 

chinetti 5 this Language is infufferable , and I 
mujl tell you , that tho I am a Woman , 1 fhall 
find means to revenge the Affront. I am oblig'd 
to your Folly for the difcovery of your- Pajjion± 
and fhall acquaint the Cardinal, my Vncle , with 
your honourable Pretenficns , who does not ufe 
to pafs over Contempts of this Nature , as peca- 
dillo's not worth the minding, Becaufe by your 
rude Intrufion you have furprizfd a Copy of fome 
Verfes , which l have tranfcrib'd from a Tran¬ 
sition of Ovid, by a Member of the . Academy 
cf the Ardenti, you prefume upon them to this, 
lnfolence , as if they were my own. But Sir , I 
mufi tell yoUy that uhlefs you immediately return 
my Paper , and leave my Room , I fhall feek a 
Remedy lefs agreeable to your Interejl. 
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I SPORE with that affurance v that Faf- 

chinetti was aftonilh’d, and really believing 
what I faid to be true, return’d my Verfes, 
and left my Chamber, (begging a Thoufand 
Pardons, and alluring me of all the modeft 
refpeft of one, who muft own the high'eft 
regard for my Good, and my Happinefs. 

BUT tho the confidence of my Action, 
the plaufibility of my Pretence, and the Guilt 
of his Declaration had caft a Cloud on his 
Underftanding, and. given him a tumultuary 
fatisfaftion 3 yet the Hurry, and Confternation 
being over,, and coming on his Bed to confi- 
der, frelh Doubts alarm’d his Fears, and rou- 
fed up his curiofity for a farther difcovery. 
For feveral Corrections, and Blots in the Pa¬ 
per were evident Proofs of its being an Ori¬ 
ginal. 

THIS made him fo watchful, efpecially 
of the Baron, that in fpight of our caution, 
he obferv’d feveral confcious Glances, which 
tho no evidence of our Guilt, was fome of 
pur Inclinations. He kept us always in fight 3 
nor ever left us alone, which gave us both i 
mutual uneafinefs 3 For our Souls thirfting for 
a Converfation more near and endearing, than 
cou’d be found in this Conftraint, Rlufhes and 
kind Looks were perfectly extorted from us. 

The pleafure of feeing each other, and being 

' 1 * ■ /* • 

10 

* 

* 
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fo near together heighten’d our Defire of a 
clofer Conjun&ion. 

IT happen’d that he was oblig’d to leave 
us a few Moments to go to a Vifitor about 
Earned: Bufinefs, tho wirh the utmoft Reluft- 
ance 5 we improv’d the fleeting Minutes with 
Carefles, and Rifles, exchanging our Amorous 
Souls at our Mouths. He {par’d only time to 
tell me, that I fhou’d retire to the Governants 
Chamber, and that in a quarter of an Hour 
I (hou’d be entertain’d with the pleafant Ad¬ 
venture, he had promis’d me 5 on which he 
founded the means of obtaining more fre¬ 
quent, and uninterrupted Opportunities of a 
nearer, and dearer Converfation. 


I RETIR’D to the Rendezvouz of thefe 
comical Lovers, and the Baron to Fafehinetti 
and his Company, that he might not alarm 
him with any farther fufpicions, finding by 
my Account what had happen’d. I was fcarce 
got into a corner of the Room, that was 
dark, and obfcure, when the Governant, 
and La Mime foftly fteal in, and without any 
previous Ceremony of Fondnefs threw them- 
felves down on the Bed 5 and in a little time 
I came forward, and throwing open the Cortins 
feized her in the Fa fr. Y ou may better ima¬ 
gine, than I defcribe, the Confternation fhe was 

in, and with what ftrugles fhe endeavour’d 

to 
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to make her efcape 5 but 1 held her too fall, 
while La Mime , glad of the relief, ftole gently 
away, and left us together. I reproach’d her 
abominable and monftrous Lull, that on the 
very Verge of Mortality, Saplefs, and Dry, 
cou’d admit the criminal Embraces of a Lully 

Young Frenchman. In Ihort I faid all in an 
imitated Rage, that a real one cou’d prompt 5 
vowing that I wou’d immediately tell all to 
the Cardinal , and have her difcarded. 

% 

SHE fell on her Knees, -embrac’d my Feet, 

beg’d with all the moifture Age cou’d fupply 
her Eyes with, and promis’d no more to be 

guilty. Shoud I, in my Youth, faid /, in the 
full flowing of my Blood he drawn into fuch a 
Folly, you wan'd he the first to oppofe my De¬ 
fires , put Ohflacles in my Way, or betray the 
Affair. Try me, my dear Lady , faid /he, I 
will venture the Life you give me to fatisfy 
your Pie afire s 5 If any young Lord has pleas'd 
your Eye, and rais'd your Define, I will pro¬ 
mote your fatisfaff ion with all my Induflry and 
Cunning . 

' 

I N Ihott, after fome parley on this Head, 
we came to an agreement, and by the Capi¬ 
tulation (he was to polfefs her La Mime as long 
as fhe cod’d, while I had the Mailer • But the 
difficulties of my Amour were greater, than 
in hers, to whom Age, Deformity, and Neg- 
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vation. 


Cargo of one of thofe Women, 


« * 

left gave a liberty of Acting without Obfer- 

Whereas I had the Eyes of too ma¬ 
ny to deceive, to bring my Affairs about with 
fo much eafe. But the dear Cafanatta , had 
by his fertil Invention, fmooth’d the rugged 
way to our Joys, by this contrivance. He 
had provided himfelf of the- Habit, and 

who fell 

Pomatums, Wafhes, Pafte and the like, to the 
Ladies for their Hands, and their Faces 5 in 
this Attire the Governant was to introduce hint 
to my Clofet, which was the next Evening 
effefted • where I held him in my Arms with¬ 
out fear or conftraint for many Hours. 

NOW was Our Amour in its greateft Tran¬ 
quility, while fecure from all danger we in- 

e have 

no longer any regard to, or keep any mea- 
fures with the Count Luciano, who ftill per¬ 
secuted me at my Hours of Retirement, I 
therefore beg’d the Cardinal , if he valu’d 
my Repofe, not to let me beany longer tor- 


dulge our Enjoyments. This made 


mented with the Vifits of a Man, that, was 

_ * 1 1 * _ x ' 

my averfion. The Cardinal cou’d not deny 
me what I ask’d with fome Eafneftnefs, but 


taking 


a convenient Opportunity, inform’d 
him of my Sentiments in asfoft and tender a 
manner as he poffibly cou’d, and defied him 
to forbear. the Vifits. for the future. 


hi 



that notwithftanding my 
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his Account, he vvou’d do him all the good 
Offices with me, except a conftrdnt, which he 
never wou’d ufe. 


ABOUT this time, the Old Prince of 

Afcoli having fome fecret Negotiations with 
the Cardinal, was more frequently at his 
Palace, than formerly. Which gave life to 

a Report that I was the Bufinefs of his Vifits. 
This Rumour reaching the Ears of Luciano, 
perfuaded him to believe hirafelf facrificed 
to the Cardinal's Ambition. Nay, hewas told 


this Amour had been of fome {landing, and 
that we had been fome time really contracted. 

H E therefore refolv’d to retire into Spain, 
and go to the Wars againft Portugal, but fent 
me this Letter, and thefe Verfes, ere he left 

• * r I 'N ; / . N •< * , 

Naples. 

• • 

LETTER V. 


“ YOU may venture, cruel Maid, to read 
“ * this Letter without being offended with 
“ too much of my Love 5 it being the laft, 
“ I believe, I fha.ll trouble you with. That 
“ I have lov’d you, nay, that X/love you ftill 
with the fincereft of Paffions, witnefs all ye 
“ Pow’rs that .govern our Actions, and dif- 
a pole, of our Fates. Had I known, Madam,' 
“.that your Heart and your Honour were 

; engag’d' 
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t t engag’d to another, I wou’d never have 
4 t troubled you with the Pains, and Agonies 
t c you have caus’d. I Ihou’d have endea- 
« vour’d to ftifle fo unhappy a Flame in its 
t < Birth, and never have given head to a 
n Fire which now I fear too ftrong for me to 
t« matter. However fince it is impoflible for 
n me to be happy in your Arms, I (hall learn 
« tram defpair to banifli all thofe agreeable 
tt Fantoms, which haunted my Thoughts with 
a the bewitching Scenes of Pleafure, I ne’r 
tt can obtain. I am, Madam, very fenfible, nay 
a I have a rnoft terrible Idea, of the ftrugle 
« I mutt go through 3 but fince like Death it 
tt mutt be paft, I mutt arm my felf • with the 
tt ftrongeft Refolution I am able. Tho Death 
a wou’d be a Thoufand times more fupport- 
tt able 5 that being but the reparation of Soul 
t« and Body, this the divifion of the Soul, 
^ the Death of Love 3 an Agony, that none 
tt but he, who loves like me can tell. It is 
«« no finall aggravation of my Woe, to think, 
“ that you mutt (hare in my misfortune. Par¬ 
ts don me charming Maid, I do not fuppofe, 
« £ that the lofs of fo great a W retch as I am, 
« can be the. leaft pain to your Heart 3 but 
« when I confider my happy Rivals impotence. 
“ and Age, it is plain he can never adore 
“ you like me and you will mifs abundance. 
“ of Happinefs, which ray Zeal wou’d have 
« procur’d you. Ah ! cruel and fantaftic 

“ Fate 
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Fate, that ofdains the not only to lofe' 
you, but to fee you loft in the cold wi¬ 
ther’d Arrtis of Age; to fee al 1 thofe ex- 
ceflive Beauties, worthy all the Changes' 
of Jupiter, confin'd to the Grave, ev’n in 
their Blolfom of Youth. Hear me, Ma¬ 
dam, hear me, and remember, that you had 
an Adorer, that loved you faithfully, niy 
that lov’d you equal to the vaft Extent of 
your Merits $ that when he was in the 
midft of Defpair, in all the Agonies of an 
unlucky Paflion 5 in mifery deriv’d on¬ 
ly from your Eyes, pray’d for your Hap* 
pinefs without regard to his own $ who 
thus implor’d Heaven for you. May rea- 
d y fuccefs ftill meet your Defires, may the 
fincerity of your friends prove worthy 
your Innocent Confidence in them. May 
the Charms of your Body be as lading as 
thofe of your Mind 5 may no Pain inters 
rupt your Eafe, nor misfortune your Feli¬ 
city 5 but as you are the moft charming of 
your Sex fo may you be the moft happy $ 

may your Husband’s Love be like mine, 
and fince you are bound to the feebly 
Arms of Old-Age, may yours like the 
Charms of Medea renew his Youth $ or 
what is next to it, and not much more 
poliible, may you never know what Love 
is, or may you think him as amiable as he 


H 
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Book I. 


9* 


Chap. IX. 


“ muft think you. But (hou’d I follow the 
“ didates of ray Heart, whilft it is pouring 
“ out Bleffings upoiryou, I might tire you y 
“ but never the Zeal of my Love. Having 
“ thus made the Will of my dying Hopes, 
“ 1 will trouble you no longer, but Jet them 


CL 


Ct 




u 


in filence expire. 


* 


Luciano. 


An Adieu to LOVE. 




A SONG. 


I. 


AjO longer fnch a Slave 
. • To Eyes regardlefs o) 
Her Cruelty has fet me fr 
And broke the flnbborn 
Belinda sou. that made me 


Til 


f 


the Cure by your vnjuft difd , 


2 . 


Thou vijionary Blifs farewel l 
Thou Dream of Love adieu! 

Too many are the Pangs we feel , 

But oh ! the Joys to few \ 

Glory a Brighter Mijlrefs Til purfuc, 
Glory can never prove fo ctfy % as you< 


# TU 



T/»e Dm of War my Soul fiall make 
And all thy Charms remove'.. 

The wanton Boy his Flight fhall take, 

And meaner Conqnefls prove. 

Through Fire and Sword fecure of Fate Film 
Safe from all Harms, while l dm fafe f> 


• ^ ^ i 

A S he ex petted no Anfwer, fo he fet out 
of Naples the next day, and I was left 
without any moleftation from that fide, to 

enjoy my dear Baron. But young Lovers 
have never any Prudence, or Mean in their 
Enjoyments. Cdfanattd's Publick Vifits were , 
now too rate, and his Private Ones too fre¬ 
quent always to avoid the difcovery of d 
jealous-fighted Lover. The Cardinal was tod 
much taken up with" Affairs of State, or his' 
Amour, to give usmuch difturbance, and the 
Governant, who was left to watch over my 
Honour, was too ftrongly engag’d in our 
Party to interrupt our Pleafures, but Fafchi - 
netti was too vigilant, and too full of fuf~ 
picion, and delire, not to unravel a Myftery. 
we were not cautious enough of concealing.? 


• % % t * 

• HE had Information from his Spyes, that 
almoft every Ev’ning a Woman was admitted 


H 3 


f© 
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to me under pretence of felling me Perfumes, 
and Pomatums, and that fhe feldom ftaid 
lefs, than an Hour, or two in my A par men t^ 

‘a fufpicion too pregnant of the Meflenger of 
a favour’d Lover, or the Lover himfelf in 
that difguife. This recall’d to his remem¬ 
brance my Verfes, and the filent Language 
of the Barons Eyes, and mine, which he 
had more, than once interrupted. He was 
fully fatisffd, that to let himfelf into this 
Secret was the onl y way, that he cou'd ever 
hope to pafs to his Willies. Having there¬ 
fore intelligence of the Baron’s being with 
me, the Governant being fecurely retir’d to 
La Mi we, Fafchinetti gently Ideals into my 
Room, and finding none there creeps clofe 
to theClofet, with the utmoft attention lift- 
ning, and frequently putting his Eye to the 
Key-hole Jo make the difcovery, that to him 
was both painful, and pleafant. Here he 
plainly faw ns in the heigth of our Rap¬ 
tures, and obferv’d me with Rage meeting 
him with equal Fire 5 while with mutual 
Murmurings we dilfolv’d in each others 
Arms. 


NOT fatisffd with this he !iften T d to out 
difcourfe, and fo perfe&ly unravell’d the 
Myftery. However he thought good to fup- 
prefs his Refentment, and not to come tip* 
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oil me with top .fudden a Surprize 5 gently 

therefore retiring, he . re-enters the Room 

with fome Noife, which warn’d us to, put 
our felves in a Condition of not being, dis¬ 
cover’d in any fufpicious Appearance. The 
Fardel was open’d, and we began to chaffer 
for a Price, till he knock’d at the Door, 
which Without any Concern immediately.! 
open’d, and proceeded in my Bargain with 
the Suppos’d Female-Merchant 5 he humour’d 
the Deceit, and bought fome Pafte for the 
Hands 5 and as the Baron went out, under 
Pretence of Rilling fo pretty a young Tra- 
der, had a full View of his Face, which his 
Difguife was not fufficient to alter fo much 
as,Sufpicion was to reveal. He had order’d 
, him however to be dog’d, and the Informa¬ 
tion was brought him. that he enter’d, a 
Perfumer’s, and in a little Time after came 
out in a Cloak muffled up, fo went dire&ly 
to the Back-gate of his own Garden. 

» ' ' . v 

H E faid nothing till the next day, wait¬ 
ing the fame Hour for his Approach, at my 
Chamber-door ^ but the Baron was fecretly 
convey’d up the Back-(lairs to my Cabinet. 
His Spy brought him - word, the falfe Mer¬ 
chants was with me $ fo Fafchwetti , with 
his ufuaj. Liberty comes intQ my Room, but 
was ftopt by the Governant who was there, 

H 3 who 
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who told him I was bufy with a Lady of 
my Acquaintance, and wdu’d not be di- 
jdurb’d.f he reply’d his Bufinefs was earned, 
as comma; from the Cardinal , and, therefore, 
wou’d not be deny’d. So he came forward 
to the Clofet, which I immediately fet open 
without any Fear. As foon as he faw the 
Baron there again — Hal Mad aw, fa id he, 1 
par yon defign to interlope on the Trade of the 
"Perfumers, fence you are fo frequent a Cuflomer 

to. this fair Merchantcfs. 

■ ~ • • \ • 

# % • 

* 

« 

% 

\ T H E Baron pretended he had brought 
me a Pattern of fome new Roman Gloves, 
which occafiori’d his giving-me this Trouble 
fo foon V I told him. I lik’d the Sample, and 
bid him bring me a Dozen Pair z, and fo I 
difmifsM him without the lead guilty Con¬ 
cern. He was no fooner gone, but Fafchi- 
'netth feizing me in his Arms, forc’d a Rifs 
from me, which when I refented, he defir’d 
me to be more calm, fince it was now in his 
Power to ruin my Affairs, 'and that Defpair 
might make him do things we all might re¬ 
pent, unlefs T refolv’d, to be more indulgent^ 
to his Paffion, and yield to him what I 
fo freely difpos’d of to the Baron Cafanatta. 
To this he added an Account of all he had 
difcover’d, as what he had feen, what he 
had’ heard, and that he not only knew him 

■t: : . ■ , + ' - 
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by his Face, tho in the bifguife of x a Wo¬ 
man, but had had him trac’d ev’n to his own 
Houfe. 


I WAS in fome Confulion at his Dif- 
courfe, but utterly deny’d the Truth* of his 
Charge. However I thought it not amifsto 
feern a little more plyable to his bpfdgb, 
and allow’d him by 1 degrees the ; Liberty of 
killing my Hands, my Lips, and my Bbfdlh'- 

which was Encouragement enough to hope 
greater Favours, which he, prefs’d with fome 
Earneftnefs, and added fome Force. But I 
pacify’d his Eagernefs with a Prornife that 
he Ihou’d not always figh in vain", that the 
Rifque was too great, to venture 'in that 
manner a Surprize, that might ruin us both 
and that he muft contrive fome way more 
fecret, and lefs dangerous, to gratify his 

' Wiihes. ; ‘ 

9 

. - ‘ * - ' 

N * 

APPE AS ’D with thefe Rea Tons, and 
highly pleas’d with his Succefs, he retir’d to 
contrive the MeaiiS of arriving at : " Pbfleiiion, 
without Which, he-told me, it was impofiible 
he fliould live. His odious AddrelfeS, : and 
naufeous Carefles, and his filthy KITfes, which 
then I had been oblig’d to endure, gave me 


Refolution of 


H 4 
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lenpe, and deftroying the Credit of his Dif- 
covery, pn his Difappointment. 


HIS barren Head couM devife no way, 
but what he had feen put in Prattice by 
I CafanatU) and fo hop'd in the Womans Dif- 
guife to pafs the whole Night in my Arms. 
The Night is appointed, and I am prepar’d 
for the happy Rencounter. I order’d there¬ 
fore the Governant to conduft him in, and 
up Stairs to my Chamber. When he came 
there, I cou’d not bqt laugh at the very ri¬ 
diculous Figure he made, which bearing a 
while, he prefs’d my retiring with him to 
the Clofet. I told him the Night had happy 
hours enough in (tore for the whole extent 
of his Paffion. It now being near Bed-time, 
and Fafchinetti juft fetting down to undrefs 
him, the Governant, by my Order, came 
running in and told me, the Cardinal was 
coming to me before he went to Bed. I ex- 
prefs’d all the Concern imaginable for his 
Safety, and Life. I allur'd him, his Difguife, 
which cou’d not conceal him, was much 

worfe, than if he had been there at that time 
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plac’d there ) and advis’d him to get into it, 
for the Cardinal wou’d not ftay : above a 
quarter of an Hour, and then I wou’d en¬ 
large him into my Arms 5 fo giving him a 
treacherous Embrace, we tumbled him quick¬ 
ly into the Chefl: $ and lock’d him faft in, 
and order’d Porters to carry it to his Apart¬ 
ment, and deliver it to his Wife, as fent Home 

from him. 


. THE Porters .convey’d it with admira¬ 
ble dexterity, and found in FafebwenPs 

Apartment Carpegna with his Wife, and fet- 
ting down the Cheft, they went away about 
their Bufinefs. I waited the Event with fome 
Pleafure, and Satisfa&ion, finding then no 
fmall Relifh of the Italian Maxim- 

' V I “ 
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Dolcijjiwa Mortal!, e la Vhidctta, . . 
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and 


and bounce 


the 

out. 


out 

Alar 


hted 


£ ^ 

II he had beat one end 
ify Inhabitant of the Chefi; 


her* fcreatn 


which drew my felf, ready for the 
, and Carpegnas Wife, and the Cardi¬ 
nal to the Place of Diftrefs 
ftcp’d Carpegna to fee what the matterhad 
been. We found ~ 


our coming 


Fafch 


Trap. The Com 


pany now divided betwixt Wonder and 


Lau 


D 


his Ridiculous Drefs 


nor 


hinder 


Mirth at his Difafter, which highly provok’d 
him, tho the Company now vilibly finding 
him out join’d in the Laughter, while eve¬ 
ry one had his Jeft on 'his 


Paffiou 


bear Carpegna $ Tri- 
threaten’d. that moment. Death 


Spoufe 


half pacify 


farther difcovery of his Attei 
:he Railery, on Carpegna , and 
ry, his'Eydlic' 
diverfiori'vvith 
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r* 
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FR O M this, Words arofe; for the Car¬ 
dinal refented the Reflexion, and protefted 
on Ferbo Sacerdotk^ that he was wrongfully 

accus’d. I enjoy’d hut" a fhort time the Plea- 
fure of my Revenge • for matters were' come 






to that height, that Fafchinetii , refolving to 
leave the Palace with his Lady that moment, 
woo'd not fuffer me to triumph in his Dif* 
grace, but gave the Cardinal ’..feme Hints, 
that he was not the only fufferer in the Ho¬ 
nour of his Family $ and plainly, told him, 

that I had facrific’d mine to the Baron. 

• ' 


T H I § put me on a NecefSty of telling 
the whole Company the Adventure, and his 
infamous Sollicitations of my Honour, for 
which I had pun idl’d him in that manner.. 

A 0 

That his Rage, at k. Difappointment, had 
made’him forge fo ridiculous a Story. The 
Governant was at hand to juftify what I 
Laid, which render’d his Sincerity fo fufpeft- 
ed, that his Evidence was flighted by,the 


whole Company. In. a Rage at thefe In- 
fults, he threw off his Habit,. and immedi- 

7 J % ' * ••!/,• • .4 

ately left the Palace, with his. Lady, who 

found the Art afterwards to wheedle him 

% • ^ 

into a good Opinion of her Vertue, per fun¬ 
ding him, that all the Cireumftances only 
prov’d a Villainous Attempt of Carpegxa. 
Who foon after returning to kom with his 
Wife, left the Cardinal more at Jeifure to 
confider of what Fafchwetti had told him of 
the. Baron. Some Circtimftances; were too po- 
fitive to merit his Negled f and lie concluded 
that he wou’d never have had Alfurance e- 






♦ 

H E plac’d fome new Spies on my Acti¬ 
ons, and fo foon was inform’d of the fre¬ 
quent Accefs of this Woman. For the trou- 
blefome doraeftic Spy being remov’d, we 
took the more Liberty in our Amour, and 
frequently pafs’d the whole Night unfufpeft- 
ed in one anothers Arras. 


ONE fatal Night, when tir’d with the 
Repetition of our mutual Carefles, Sleep had 
feal’d up both our Eyes, Death came and 
ravifli’d him from my Arms. The Gover- 
nants Chamber was betwixt mine, and the 
CardinaPs , which he entring with a Dagger, 
and dark Lanthorn, La Mime on the Noife 


leapt out of Window, and breaking his Leg 
was taken by the Watch., But the Cardinal 
ftay’d not to examine that matter, leaft he 
fhould Iofe the Aim of his Vengeance, the 
fweet charming Thief, that rifled his honour 
on my Bofom. My Chamber on that fide 
was unlock’d, as dreading no Danger §. fo 
coming direftly to my Bed-fide, he gaz’d on 
us a while, as faft lock’d in each others. Arms 


as in Sleep 5 I firft wak’d by the Light of 
the Lanthorn, and feeing him going to pierce 
the. dear Brea ft, that I doated on, I cry’d 




I 


Book I. 


I 


( 109 ) Chap. IX* 

... ■ » ■ V -*■■■« ■ ■ i ■ 

out To loud, that the Baron awak’d, but 
not time enough to prevent the firft Stab 5 
which tho not immediately Death, yet made 
him fall back in the Bed, almoft drown’d in 

his own Gore. I feiz’d the Cardinal's Hand, 

% 

beg’d him to difpatch me with the lovely 
Youth. But deaf to my Prayers, and my 
Tears, {hatching his Hand away, with ano¬ 
ther Blow fent his poor Soul a wandring with 
the Dead. 

’T I S in vain to tell you the Extrava¬ 
gance of my Paflion, not coi^idering the 
naked Condition I was in, I threw my felf 
out of Bed, and beg’d Death at his Hands, 
and which I thought once he wou’d have 
given me 5 but Nature prevail’d, and throw¬ 
ing my Cloaths about me, he made me quit 
the Room, and retire to another Apartment. 
And then order'd the Body to be thrown 
out of Window into the Sea, that on that 

fide beat on the Walls of the Palace. 

* 

IT was long e'r I cou’d be brought to 
eat, or drink, or bear with any Patience the 
Light of the Day, much lefs the fight of the 
Cardinal himfelf. Who imagining that the 
Place, might ftill keep my Grief frefh 
and lafting, he remov’d me to Rome. And 
here took a peculiar Care to wean me from 

my 



AYE A R. was now paft, and Youth, 
and other Objects, had thrown out a Gueft 
fo injurious to my Pleafure, and Beauty- 
when Don Luciano returning from Spain , 
and finding me at Rom, by the Cardinals 
Permiflion renew’d his Addreffes 5 and it 

was he, who gave me the Fejpers, and Mafs, 

where his ufuai ill Fortune threw thee, in 
the way fo his Happinefs. Not that I ever 
wou’d have Marry’d him, but yet I might 
have thought fo much due to his Conftancy, 
as not to let him figh always in vain. 


{he ended her Narration, which 
very diverting by its 1 


of 


and 


lancholly. But the Bloody Catajlrophe 


the 


II 


Pain for my felf, leaft 


that fhou’d be my Fate One day or other, 


The End of the Firfl BOOK,- 
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Containing an Account of TherefaV Argument 
agdinji Marriage 5 the terrible Death of the 
Marquefs of Ancona, and.young Bentivo- 
glio her Gallant i ' The Intrigue of a grave 
Matron of Sienna with Fry dr Rinaldo .• 
And of an old Sicilian Phyflcian's Wife with 
a Fryar Minorette ; the Advantages of In¬ 
triguing with the Clergy. 


I T was now timeto drefs againft Dinner,- 
and having taken my Repaft, , and run 
through the Pleafures of the Day, the Night 
returning gave me again to the dear Arms of 
the charming Thereft , .letting me into the 
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brightefc Field of Love, where, without any 
check, I might run my full carier. 

/ 

T tf U S Night paffc after Night, and no¬ 
thing but Pleafure and Love : till now the 
found her feif with Child, and was not a 
little concern’d at the difcovery, yet the ap¬ 
peas’d all my Fears with A durances of my 
Safety, when the Secret coud no longer be 
conceal’d. I prefs’d her to Marry Don Lu¬ 
ciano, by that Means the better to fecure her 
Reputation, and me. But the told me, that 
was a Sacrifice too great to make to my Se¬ 
curity, when there was no fuch necefiity ap¬ 
parent. I ask’d her whence proceeded her 
Averfion to Marriage, which other young La¬ 
dies feem fo forward to embrace. 

I'LL tell thee my Cupid, faid ihe, and I 
tell thee fincerely 5 I know my felf too well 
to run the Rifqne of a Husband, who when 
he has once paid his Liberty for Poffeffion, 
lays a cruel Extortion on^ the Wife all her 
Life for the tranfitory Pleafure of a few 
Nights Enjoyment, ever after confining her 
Delights to his Negleft of her Charms. I 
am of an amorous Conftitution, and ftiou’d 
drive to do my felf that Juftice my Husband 
deny’d me. Befides, f cannot promife for 
my Conftancy in that Cafe 5 I know not but 


% 
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.1 might be weary of him fooiier, than he 
wou’id be of me, and then to be oblig’d to‘ 
his difguftfnl Embraces, is a Confinement I 
never can endure, or think of with Patience. 
The Lovers Humours are fubjeft to me, the' 

Husband’s n'mft command me. Nor can l 

► 

ever forget the Fate of a deaf Friend of 
mine, who Marry’d the Marquifs of Ancona^ 
She was Young, fhe was Beautiful, and ftor’d 
with the little Frailties of our Sex. She was 
courted, fhe was won by the zeaious Affi- 
duities of the Marquifs. In fhort, fhe wa9 
Marry’d, and too foon difcover’d the Change 
of her Condition. His ill Humoufs grew 
infnpportable 5 his Follies without number 5 
his Infolence not to be born. No Interval 
of Quiet, till now fhe hated him more, than 
ever file lov’d him. What then remain’d, 
but that finding no Plea fare at home, fhe 
fhou’d feek it abroad. The Church, the 
Rendezvous of the Young, and the Charm¬ 
ing, foon furnilh’d her with an Object wor¬ 
thy her Defires, in the Perfott of young 
Bentivoglio. By the Help of her Creature, 
Ihe foon gain’d her End 3 for he was too 
gallant a Man to fuffer a fair Lady to figh 
long in vain, and fhe too Charming not to 
find a Return. In fhort, they lov’d, and 
were belov’d 3 were happy,, and fo had re¬ 
main’d, had it not been for the cruel Iffiper- 

I tinence 


M 


/ 


W H O then wou’d Marry to give up her 
Liberty, and all her Delights to the Will of 
a Man, that will have no Regard to then* ? 
No, no, the C urdirnl is too fond of me to 
hurt, me for what ever Liberty I {hall fancy 
to take 5 and all the Care, that remains on 
me is to fectire thePerfon, that adminifters 
to my Pleafure. 

% 

THE Fate of the Marchionefs of An-, 
com, I confefs (faid Ij my adorable Miftrefs,. 
is an Inftance too melancholly of the Ty¬ 
ranny of Husbands, But it rauft certainly 

is 
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tinence of the Husband, who, tho he found 
no Delight in her himfelf, nor cou’d afford 
her any Pleafure, envioufly deny’d any other 
the Poffeffion of what he cou’d not enjoy. 
A Difcovery is made of the Intrigue $ the 
unfortunate Lovers found in the Fad i the 


■ 

Gallant prefently feiz’d, ai 
tire Affiftant of her Amour. 


Body 


Bentivogli 


betwixt the Stone Walls 


l the Fad 5 the 
1 the Wife, and 
forc’d to iiran- 
Then with the 
they were both 
Walls, and (he 


perilh’d by 
her Gallant 


the cold Bofom of 
Barbarous Murther 


with our wife Magiftrates, met with 
nilhment, but was highly applauded 
exad piece of Tuftice. 


as an 
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be the ill Conduft of the Wives, who buffer 
fuch Difcoveries $ or want of Addrefs in 
wheedling the Foibles of their Lords. - For 
every Man has his blind fide, and Folly , 
which manag’d with Difcretion, a Woman 
may eafily turn to her Pleafure, and Security. 
Their Humour, Temper, Circumftances, In¬ 
clinations, Paffions, every thing affords a 
Woman of Judgment the Means of her Sa¬ 
tisfaction, with no more Hazard, than wou’d 
ferve to heighten the Enjoyment. This is 
plain from the following Story. 


THERE was a Woman near Florence 

0 % 

the ■ fair ,. who after a long Intrigue was a Bed 
with her Gallant, when her Husband was 
knocking at the Door. But having Prefence 
of Mind in this (freight, (he clap’d her Lover 
under the .Bed, and immediately run to let 
in her Cuckold. Whofe Entrance fhe receiv’d 
With the frnall Shot of her Tongue, for ven¬ 
turing Home at a Time, when the Serjeants 
were iri the Houfe in fearch of his Per foil. 
The Wiml furprized at the imagin’d Difafter, 
beg’d her Advice what was to be done, the 
Gates of the Town being already (hut up; 
After a little Paufe— Come make hafte, Laid 
fhe, and flip fiftly into the Dovi Coat, there 
only. I believe you can be with Safety, that ha¬ 
lting been fearch'd by them already. On all 


I 2 


the 
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the wings of Fear he mounted theLadder,which 
the Wife of hisBofom as fpeedily removing, 
return’d to her Lover, whom, to frighten her 
Husband the more, flic made ad the Serjeant, 
and then retire with her to Bed without fear 
of Interruption $ in the Morning difmifling 
him with Security and Joy. 

B LT T if the Gallant be of the Church, a 
very Bungler may give a Loofe to her Wifires 
without Apprehenfion : as will plainly ap¬ 
pear from the following Adventures. 

A SOBER Matron of Sienna had an 
Intrigue with a good jolly Fryar call’d Ri - 
naldo, of fo long a Continuance, that one 
wou’d think they fhou’d not have been fo 
greedy, as to run the Rifque of any Difco- 
very. It happen’d however, that while the 
Fryar was with her, and his Companion over¬ 
head with the Maid, her Husband unexpect¬ 
ed comes tnundring at the Door, and made 
her cry out Ihe was undone. But recolled- 
ing her Thoughts, fhe bid the Fryar drefs 
himfelf with all fpeed, and he fhou’d fee how 
cleverly fhe wotfd bubble her Husband. And 
having given him fnftru&ions what Part he 
was to play in this Pageant, fhe ran to the 
Door, and let in her Husband, having laid 
the Child in the Place where fhe and the 

Fryar 
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Fryar had been dallying. Oh ! my Dear, 

faid {he, I had little thought of feeing this 
Hour, that we foil’d be in danger of lofing our 
little Son and Heir ! But had not it been for 
Fryar Rina ldo, (whom the Lord fent hither in 
the critical Minute') I am certain we never had 
feen the dear little Creature again. The Huf- 

band, with fome Concern, defir’d her to tell 
him what the matter was, and what the 
Child ail’d. Alas! my dear Husband, ("re¬ 
ply M the cunning Gypfie) at firfl I was al- 

mofl dead my felf to fee the poor Child fwoon 
away in the manlier he did $ for I thought he 
immediately wou’d have given up the Ghofi 5 
nor coil’d I tell what in the World to do. When 
at that very Infant Fryar Rinaldo came in, 
and taking the fweet Babe in his Arms , faid 
Goffip, the Child is fick of the CheU-worms, 
which gnaw on his Stomach , and will be his 
Death, unlefs feedy Remedy be apply’d. But 
be not call down, I will exorcife them in fich 
a manner , that I'll warrant I cure him , and 
leave him as well as ever he was in his Life 
when I go hence. And becavfc we wanted you 
to fay certain Prayers, and you were not to be 
found , he prevail'd with his Companion to go 
up over-head, and fay them according to order. 
Fryar Rinaldo, and l having font our fives 
into the Room, becaufe none but the Mather of 
the Child mufl be prefen t at this My fay, which 

I 3 oblig’d 
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oblig'd me to let yon wait fo long at the Door , 

The Child , I believe , is ftill in the FryarS 
Arms , if his Companion had but finifh'd 

his Prayers all wot Id be over, the Boy being 
perfectly recover'd already. The fimple Cuckold 

bamboofled with this Story, fetching many a 
deep Sigh from his Heart, defir’d to fee the 
poor Infant 5 but flie dop’d him, with affu- 
rance that his going in wou’d fpoil all the 
Cure 5 that fhe wou’d fee if the Operation 
were ever, and call him then to the Joy. 
The Fryar by this means, had time to drefs 
him at leifure, and hearing what ftiehad faid, 

call’d out aloud. Do I not hear your Huf- 

hand .<? He replying yes, very demurely, the 
Fryar having compos’d himfelf to much Gra¬ 
vity, bid him come in 3 and thus with a fo- 
Jemn fanftify’d Countenance addrefs’d him¬ 
felf to him. Here take your little Son , whom 
by the help of St. Ambrofe I have perfectly re¬ 
cover’d, tho when firji I faiv him I coil'd not 
believe coil'd have liv'd till Night. Therefore 
hear me good Sir , you mufl fet up a waxen 
Image of your Childs bignefs , before the Image 
of St. Ambrofe, through whofe Merits this 
Favour is beJiow < ’d on your Family. The Fa¬ 
ther then taking up the Child in his Arms, 
as if he had rais’d him out of his Grave, 
began to kifs him, and to thank. the good 
F ryar for the wonderful Cure. In the : mean 

* 4 _> • • - - • * ' ' • i • • ~ * * 

time 




Book II. ( 1*9 ) Chap. I. 

6 

time Fryar Rimldo' s Companion ( that he 
might play his part in this Farce which he 
had heard) came down Stairs, and told Fa¬ 
ther Rimldo , that he had faid the four 
Prayers he had enjoin’d him. Which done, 
the Poor Husband made them a Banquet, 
with ftore of Preferves, and other Sweet¬ 
meats, and the Bed of his Wine ‘ and wait¬ 
ing on them out of the Houfe with a great 
deal ot Devotion, recommended his Family 
to St. Ambrofe , by the Prayer of good Fryar 
Rimldo , and caufing his Childs Image imme¬ 
diately to be made in Wax, fet it up before 
the Image of St .Ambrofe, as a Teftimony of 
the Miracle. 

THE Young Wife of an Old Phyfician, 
call’d Agatho, in MeJJina in Sicily, made. 
Choice of a brisk Fryar Minorette , for her 
Cotffeffor. And in her Confeflion die took 
care to difcover her Mind in fome meafure, 
and her gay Inclinations to fupply the De¬ 
fers of Matrimonial Duty in her Husband $ 
and that fhe long’d for a change of Pa dure, 
where fhe might find fome better feeding. 
Before he gave her Abfolution he enjoin’d 
her the next day to feign her (elf ill of Fits 
of the Mother (to which flie was fubjectj 
when the Do&or was gone out to vilit his 
Patients 5 and call on St. Bermrdi/Je , and his 

I 4 Re- 



Reliques, for her Cure. She follow’d his In- 
ftruefions, and this Mwonttt was entreated 
to bring the Saints Reliques, and apply them 
to the Patient. The Fryar finding his Plot 
fucceed fo well, came near the Bed to her, 
and feeing too many Wirneffes in the Room, 
told them he mu ft begin the Operation with 
holy Confefijon, which was enough to make 
the whole Company withdraw, fo that there 
only remain d his Companion, and the Gen' 
tlewomans Maid. The Company remov’d, 
the Maid, and the Miftrefs found other Work 
to do, than Confeffion. In the midft of their 
Employment, who fnou‘d come home but the 
poor Old Phyfician, not giving the Fryar 
time to flip on his Breeches, but juft to leap 
put cf Bed. But finding thefe two Father 
Confeffors fo near his Wife, he began to 
fcratch his Head where it did not itch, not 
daring to fpeak what he thought. But that 
which moft aggravated.his Woe, he found 
the Fryar‘s Breeches under his Wives Pillow 5 


but (he prefently preventing his Refentment, 
faid, Sweet Husband, becaufe the Reliques of 
Blefled St. Bernardine have recovered me, I 
defir’d the good Father to leave them with 
me, fearing a Relapfe. The Fryar being in¬ 
form’d by the Maid of the Trick her Miftrefs 
had put on her Husband, refolving to make 
the Cataftrophe of a piece with the Comedy^ 

' ' ’ ‘ '.return’d 
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to 

return’d with Crofles, and Bells, and Singing, 
with the Prior of the Fraternity, and the chief 
of the Convent inProcedion, to fetch home 
his Breeches. And taking them out of a fair 
Linnen Cloath (in which the poor fick Soul 
had wrap’d them) he made all the. ftanders 

by, the Cuckold and all, to kifs them, and 
having laid them up in a Shrine, carry’d 
home this wonder-working Relique in Tri¬ 
umph. 

I N fhort, Madam, all that can be defir’d 
by a Woman of Pleafure in a Gallant, may 
be found in an Ecclefiaftical Lover. The 
Church has taken Care, that they fliall be eve¬ 
ry way agreeable, in excluding all Eunuchs, 

and deform’d from the Clergy. And as they 

are fo well qualify’d in Perfon, fo their Cha¬ 
racter obliges them to have fome Regard to 
Decorum and Secrecy, and furnilhes Oppor¬ 
tunity, and Security. 

THE RES A liften’d very attentively to 
what I faid, but I was not then fenfible, that l 
was pleading againft my own Int’reft, in of¬ 
fering her a new view of Intrigue, which yet 
Ihe had not experienc’d, and fo agreeable to 
the fickle Inconftancy of her Nature 'But I 
foon found I had not preach’d to the Deaf, 
or advanc’d a Doctrine to a Scholar incapable 
pf what I taught. CHAP. 
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Therefa’s Amour with a Dominican Fryar, 

and the pleafant ill Luck of the Fry'aAs 
■ Attempts puts an End to the Ajfair. Fan- 
talk) / Fears for himfelf from her Inconjlan- 
cy , and the Cardinal 1 / brutal Love to him , 
prevails with him to make his Efcape in 
Woman’s Cloaths. 

T HERE is a Monaftry of Dominicans 

in Rome , not a little celebrated, and 
frequented for the fraternity of the Rofary 
of the Blejfed Virgin 5 at which Church Don¬ 
na Therefa very often paid her Devotions. 
Among the many Jolly Priefts of this Houfe, 
fhe had caft her Eye upon one every way 
qualified for her defign. He was young, 
ftrong, and handfome, his Colour frefb, his 
Eye black, and full, lips ruddy, and Teeth 
white as Ivory. On this Fryar the fkt fir ft 
for her Confeffor 3 by that means letting 
him into the fecret of her Inclinations. As 
was extreamly beautiful, and form’d to 
give Pleafure in its height, fo Nature had 
given her an Appetite capacious of receiving 
all the fatisfa&ion, and tranfports of Enjoy¬ 
ment in their utmoft Extent. And as the 

Fryar 7 s 
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Fryar’s Perfon was diffident to raife great 

Defires in a Perfon of her Amorous Con- 
ftitution, fo he promis’d an Ability of fully 
gratifying what he rais’d. 

♦ 

9 

THERESA was not fatisfi’d with a 
meer Infidelity to me, but impos’d the odi¬ 
ous Task on me of accomplifhing her fab 
fhood, to whom fhe was yet too dear to 
let me be indifferent in fuch an Employ¬ 
ment. 


FANTASIO (faid (lie one day) do you love 
me } you might as mil ask me (replyed Ij 
whether I lovd Happinefs, Homin', and, the 
greatefi, Pleafure a Man is capable of receiving 5 

is it pojjible for any one to fee you, and not 
love you .<? Is it poljible for any Man to pojfeft 
fuch Charms , and not he infinitely fond of you ? 
Tes Madam , ajfur.e your felf that I can 
love nothing like you , and that in comparifon 
of you. Life it felf is lefs defirable. 


Bt)T Fantafio (affum’d fhe again ) do 
you love me for my fake or your own ? I mitfi 
confefs Madam (returned I) my own fatis- 
fall ion has been fo mingled in my fortunate 
Pafjioh , that it is a difficult matter in what's 
pajl to feparate yon from my felf, but if you 
midd put my Love for you to the Tefi, com¬ 
mand 
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mand me to do any things where my Life may 
be in competition with your Will. 

to believe you (Taid the) 
confirm t hat Belief grounded 
on more , than meer Inclination, if you love 
me more, than your felfi you will promote 
my Pleafure in oppofition to your own. In 
confidence therefore of the truth of your profejfi - 
ons I (hall now make tryal of their Reality. 
Know then 1 have feen a Man, who has made 
an Impreffion on my Heart 5 and without the 
poffejjion of whom I am perfectly miferable. I 
have no body I can trufi in the important fecret 

but your felf. He knows my Inclinations , and 
feels the fame Defires, and Opportunity alone 
is wanting to make me Mijlrefs of all my 
Wijhes. Now yon alone mufi be the obliging In- 
firument of my fatisfattion. Why do you Jlart 
at the only way , you can convince me that yon 
love me ) Ah Madam (faid I with a deep 
figh) what have I done to provoke your Indig¬ 
nation fo far as to command me the only thing 
in which I can difobey you. For this is to de¬ 
fray the very being of my Happinefs, and giving 
a certain Proof that I do not love you. For how 
can a Man that loves endeavour the delivering 
her, whom he loves into the Arms of ano¬ 
ther ? 

IMPO- 


I A M willing 

but a Proof wotdd 
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IMPOTENT in her Defires flie cou’d 
not bear my refufal, but with a Thoufand 
Reproaches told me, that Ihe wou’d employ 
fome body elfe, while the fecret fhou’d die 
with me under her Refentment, by making 
a difcovery of me to the Carc^inal.I was ftruck 
dumb with that Terror, and immediately re- 
flefting, that being employ’d in the Affair, I 
might , find means of fecretly difappointing 
the Succefs 3 and to fecure my felf till Icou’d 
find fome way of making my Efcape, from 
a Family, where I cou’d expert nothing but 
continual Fears, and certain Ruin in the 
End, after a pathetical Reproach of her In- 
conftancy, and Vows of my Love and Fi¬ 
delity, E allur’d her, that her Pleafure alone 
cou’d- engage me, fince Life was no longer 

valuable fince I had loft her Heart. 

% 

9 

/ . : 

0 

SHE taking my compliance on any Confi- 
deratio fnufficient for her ufe, order’d me to go 
to the Fryar, and appoint him to come the 
following Night ;about Twelve, and alfure 
him that a Ladder of Ropes, fhou’d be let 
down for him out of the. adjacent Window, 
on which he fhqu’d mount to Happinefs. 
I obey’d, and found the Fryar tranfported at 
the Affiguation. But I took care before I 
came home to engage two, or three Friends- 
to be near the Place at the Hour appointed, 

yet 
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yet fo conceal’d, that they ihou’d not hinder 
the Fryar from beginning to mount the Lad¬ 
der. And fo I returned home with my Lad¬ 
der of Ropes, which I procur’d, and hid 
till the Hour of A&ion. 


EVERY thing being thus in order for 
his Reception, it is impoffible to exprefs the 
Impatience of There }a for his Arrival. I was 
at my Poft, let down the Ladder, at the lig- 
nal and held the End fa ft in the Window. 

m p 

The Fryar having fixt the End in the Street 
was mounting Three or Four Steps, when my 
Friends, punftual to their Agreement, pre¬ 
tend to ftumble at the Foot of the Ladder, 
and then to fieze the Fryar, as a Thief at¬ 
tempting the Cardinal'S 1 Palace. The Noife 
was my, jjh/e, and I let go the Ladder $ down 
tumbles thePrieft, and in his fall beats my 
two Friends to the, Ground 5 and fo being 
uppermoft nimbly leaps up firft, and chofe 
to truft to' his Heels for his Safety. They 
were-not long after him, and purfued him fo 
ctofe, that he was forc’d 5 to take ilielter iil 
the'Public Privy, nor ; thinking himfelf there 
fecure throws himfelf- ihto if, which falling 
into the Common-fhoar, through all that 
Filth he made his way to the Tiber 5 and fo 
hfe Purfuers loft fcent of him. 


IN 


IN this woful Pickle our Ecclefiaftical 

t 

Lover got to the Monaftry, and foon to his 
Bed. Therefa was too uneafie at the Adven¬ 
ture not to fend me the next Morning to 
know what was become of him. I found 
him in a moft lamentable Condition, and he 
gave me an Account of his Narrow Efcape 
in all its Circumftances. I found a fecret 
fatisfa&ion at his ill Fortune 3 but gave my 
Lady a faithful Relation of all he had told 
me: Which tho it gave her a fenlible Afflic¬ 
tion, yet bated not a whit of' her Inclination 
to attempt that fatisfa&ion which now had 
been difappointed. 

IT was fome time e’r the good Fryar had 
recover’d this fcurvy Adventure fo far, as to 
be able to make another aftignation. And 
being now well again there feem’d too much 
hazard in whoring abroad, and therefore 

he .appoints the Rendezvouz at home in the 
Sacrifty of his Monaftry,. ordering her to be 
the next Night at the Feftival of the Rofarjr , 
and to place her felf incognito in that part 
of the Church next the Sacrifty5 which he 
knew wou’d be pretty well crouded, and he 
wou’d find a means of h er retiring from the 
Croud without any Notice 5 and then with 
more fecurity they : might finifli their Loves* 

l 


J 


1 



I WAS to attend Tier at the Sacrifty- 
door, and not to appear in the Church, 
whence fhe eafily retreated to the Fit Id of 
Battle. I faw her go in with a heavy Heart, 
but without any meansof dilappointing them 
again. To difcovcr it I durft not, nor ap¬ 
pear to have any Hand in any delay of their 
curs’d Satisfaction. Patience was all the Re¬ 


medy I had, and venting fecret Curfes on 
the Prieft, and Therefa. But while thefe 


melanchollv Reflections took up my Thoughts, 
Chance and the Prieft’s Folly were more my 
Friends, than I expefted. For of a fudden { 


heard the Voice of a Woman in a Paflion, 
too loud for the Place and the Time. My 
fur prize was fcarce over, when I heard the 
door open, and faw my Lady come out in 
much hafte veil’d, and purfu’d by another 


Woman, whole Violence was reftrain’d by 
the force of the Fryar’s'Arms. My Lady 

, and I made all our fpeed away, and by the 
molt fecret, and round about Streets got 
home fafe. 


BEING come to her felf, and now in 

fecurity, fhe told me flie was difappointed by 

a very odd Accident, and the Heedlefsnefsof 
the Fryar, who had appointed her his ufual 
Rendezvouz with 'another Woman : who 


waiting as fhe had often done before, 


for 

his 
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his retiring to do her Juftice, was in an ob- 
fcure Corner fallen afleep- But the Fryar 
proceeding' to the caufe of the meeting, 
Ihrew her Head into the expefting Ladies 
Lap, which wak’d her from her fleep into 
Rage $ and that occahon’d that Noife, and 

her Flight from the Virago, fhe durft not 
Encounter, for fhe was not a little mov’d at 
the Fryar’s Infidelity 5 but had fufficiently 
reveng’d it on There fa , had not the Fryar 
interpos’d. And this my dear Fantafio,. faid 
fhe, / take to he a Judgment on my Falfood 
to thee. I con’d not but (hew my fatisfa&ion 
at that Thought, and in vigorous Embraces 
endeavour’d to regain a Heart, that was of 
too volatile a Nature to be long preserv’d. 
She never exprefs’d fo much Fire in the firft 
opening of our Amour, as fhe difcover’d that 
Night, and l loft all my former Difquiets ini 
her Arms. 

I 

BU T the heat of Defire being over, and 
finding her grow every day bigger and big* 
ger, I had ferious thoughts of fecuring mf 
felf by a fpeedy Efcape. But that, which 
haften’d the Execution of my' Defign,, was 
the (freight I was in by the Cardinal’s Addref- 
fes, which had reduc’d me to that, that 1 muft 
feel the weight of his Refentment, or yield 

& t»‘ 
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to the gratify mg his infamous Lufl: the next 
Night. 

I ALWAYS had the Liberty of TherefAf 
Clofet, and Wardrobe, and being pretty well 
furnife’d with the Money, I had got in this fer- 
vice, (he having left me alone to go about fome 
AffaiF, in which fl-ie had no Occafion of me, I 
found a Suit of hers of two Years ft a tiding, 
that fitted me very well. Having that day 

provided Horfes (for I vvou’d not venture 

with the Procaccio , or a Vettunm) for the 
next Morning I drefsd my felf in Womens 
Apparel, and taking my Money I got out of 
Rome as foon as the Gate was open, taking 
my Road dire&ly to the Province of Barri , 
where I had a Relation, who would take care 
of me till I got to forae other Part of the 
World. 

» 

MY Fears made me ha (ten my Journey, 
and we rid very hard till coming near the 
Appemms in the Abruzzo, we faw a Party of 
Horfe almoft eroding our Road at fome 
diftance} but I little thought they were 
Binding as we afterwards found them. 


ghae 


r 
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Of Signor FantafioV being taken by the Ban¬ 
ditti, and the Adventure of the txs>o Fran - 
cifcan Fryars, who were feverely wh'xpt , and 
turn'd out of Door naked for ufsng the fair 
Ladies , their Hoji had provided for them. 


Y Guide was not fo ignorant, as my 
felf, but as yet uncertain of the Truth 
made a Haiti and told me, he was afraid 



they wou’d prove a 


Gang of 


Banditth 


Their confus’d, and irregular March, as well 
as their Drefs perfuaded us, that they were 
no Soldiers, and yet we plainly di(cover'd 
that they were arm’d not only with Swords, 
and Piftols, but with Fulfees. This growing 
e’ry Moment more plain, my Guide wheel’d 
about, and turning his Horfe towards Poe- 

tello and Rome, advis’d me to follow him, 

■ ^ • 

with my utmoft fpeed. Not haying for my 
Anfwer, but fetting Spurs to his Horfe he 
never look’d back till he was 
But I was too much difcra&ed betwixt two* 
fuch Extreams, to fix with Refofutioh on 
either. So lofing my Guide with an eafy 
but unwilling Gallop, I followed at a diftance. 




out of fight. 


K 2 


* 



I 
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I coil’d not but dread falling into the Hands 
of the Cardinal , when I reflected on the 
lamentable Fate of Cafanatta ^ on the other 
Iwnd, the prefent Danger was too terrible 
to fuffer me to be indifferent. In the mid ft 
of this Diftraffion I catne to a By-Road, 
that turn’d off from the direct way to Rom , 
and in all probability might enable me to 
efcape this Gang of the Banditti. Whipping, 
therefore, my Horfe with all my force and 
Strength, I made all the fpeed forward, I 
cou’d, till hearing my felf purfu’d with the 
Sound of many Hcrfes I kept on my Pace 
till I found my felf fnrrounded with half a 
fcore Banditti , who feizing my Horfe, and 
tiffing my Pockets, commanded me to go 
with them without more ado, affurins me, 
that if I attempted to make my Efcape, they 
wou’d fend fuch a Volley of Bullets along 

with me, as fhou’d foon put a flop to my 
Journey. 

I GAVE them all the fair Words in the 
World, and hop’d, as they were Men of 
Honour, they woo’d have fome Regard to 
my Sex, mid content themfelves with what 
I had, without acting any thing to the Pre¬ 
judice of my Virtue, or Safety. The Mode, 
and Matter of my Cloatbs were too fafhion- 
able, and rich, not to infpire them with the 
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hope of a confiderable Ranfom for my Per- 
fon, as promifing a Woman of the firft Fi¬ 
gure, and Quality. They therefore allur’d 
me, that I might be as eafie, as in my own 
Houfe, my Virtue, and Ufe being not what 
they fought, but the Money, which I muff 
procure for my Liberty. Unable to appeafe 
this firft Frown of Fortune, I bore it with a 
Patience, that made my Captivity eafie,. and 
according to their Command, I rode briskly . 
on with them as gay and good humour'd,, 
as if nothing had happen’d,. 

1 

W E had not traveled far towards the. 

Foot of the Jppemnes, but coming into a 
wild folitarv Thicket, we at a little diftance 
difcover’d two Men lying extended beneath 
an Olive-lhade, ftark naked, and all bloody, 

tho vilibly alive. One of the Company rid' 

up full fpeed to hinder their Efcape till we,* 
got up to them, being willing to know the 
caufe of their Condition. We foon found 
by their fhav’d Heads they were a Brace of 
jolly Francifcans , one about five and*Twen¬ 
ty, the other near Forty. On our Enquiry 
how they came into that woful Condition, 
the tlder affur’d us, that they.had been fet 
upon by Robbers, fpoil’d of their Habits, 
and whiptin that manner beeaufe they had 

np Money. When the other Hill lying.on 
’ K 3 ' his 
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his Belly cry’d out, why doft thon add a 
Lye to thy other Crimes, into which thou 
haft drawn the Frailty of my Youth. 

9 

% 

THIS contradi&ioti betwixt the Fryars 
rais’d their Curiofity to hear the Truth of the 
Story 5 which on fome Importunity, and ad¬ 
ding fome Threats, the younger Fryar thus 
began to relate. 


WITHIN a few Miles of this Place 

J 

there iives an Impious Knight in a folitary 
Caftle, fit for the Darknefs of his Grimes, 
and D'iflblntenefs of his Life 5 always it feems 
remarkable for his Enmity to our Order. 
But ignorant of his Malice in our Journey 
from Rome to our Monaftry, we repair’d to 
his Dwelling, as we commonly do to good 
Catholics, for the charitable Support of a 
Nights Lodging. The Hypocrite receiv’d us 
with all the refpetft, and pious Veneration of 
a good Chriftian, and a firm Devote to St. 
Fravcis He firft refrelh’d us with the fineft 
choice Wine in his Caftle, then fet us to a 
Table plentifully furnifh’d with the tnoft cu¬ 
rious Viands of the Seafon. Still more ear¬ 


ned: to pleafe us, the Difhes remov’d he pufti’d 
round the Glafs, which being tir’d with a 
hot and ■ tedinus Journey we drank with an 
■innocent Freedom. The Ev’ning came on 

'* •- - 1 ! he 
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loofe Undrefs, with their fwelling Boforas all 
bewitchingly expos’d to the Eye, and fitting 
down by us, provok’d us to Freedoms which 
they wou’d not refift. Fir ft healing our 

Hands to their fnowy white Bofoms, they fet 
us in fuch a confufion, that our Blood flying 
into our Cheeks, difcover’d defire too much in 
our Eyes. The Gentleman withdraws, and 
leaves us to our felves, to aft what we 
pleas’d, without any Witnefs but the Aftors 
in the Pleafures. Being now left alone, my 
experienc’d Brother threw off his Habit, and 
Virtue at once, and 'meeting no Refiftance, 
foon arriv’d at the Joy he defir’d. But I not 
yet us’d to Affairs of this Nature, with a 
balhful Ignorance proceeded no further, than 
Kiffes and Carefles, while he reproaching my 
Coldnefs- wou’d fain have diverted my Lady 
in the fame manner. But then rais’d by 
Defire, and puff’d on by Jealoufie, and 
authoriz’d by Example, I attempted with 
fear what ffe gave without any. Having 
in thefe Amorous Engagements now paft at 
leaft an Hour, and being faff lock’d in one 
anothers Arms, the Doors bur fling open, the 
Knight and his Servants entering, feized on 
us as we were all Naked, they whipt us with 
Cords as long as they were able, each Mi¬ 
nute upbraiding us in this manner. 0 / 
je wicked Hypocrites (faid the Knight) k 

“ 4 ' this 

4 « 1 
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this your fngttlar Vow of Chaftity ? Zr zV tJm r, 
/^/ j)W/ ufe to conquer your Temptations } Had 
thefe been my Wife, and my Daughters , /Z&f jjw/ 

/W #f’<Z them. Tir’d now with Reproaches 
and Blows, thus bloody and naked as we are, 
he turn’d us out of Doors. 

\ A 

THE Company feem’d diverted with the 
honed Confedion of the Young Fryar, and 
on his defire of fome old Cloak, or Ragg, 
to cover their Nakednefs, till they reach’d 
their Convent, and better Accoutrements, 
a {Turing them of a plenary Indulgence for all 
their Tranfgreffion, from their Angular Pa- 
tronefs, the Blcffed Virgin Mary • one of the 
youngeft of the Gang fatisfy’d with the 
Bribe, and the Young Fryar’s Ingenuity, 
threw him a Piece of an old Mantle, but 
charg’d him no,t to give his Brother any bit 
of it, who had put fuch a Scandal on their 
Profeffion, as to fay he had been rob’d by 

the Banditti. - , 

\ * 

WHEN leaving them tq their Shifts we 
gallop’d amain, till through various By-ways, 
unbeaten Paths, folitary Woods, Lanes, and 
Commons, we arriv’d at the foot of a pro¬ 
digious high craggy Mountain, that feem’d 
to kifs the very Skies, and overlook the 
Clouds, that hung dpwn around it, hiding 
its lower Parts from the Eye of the Sun. 

CHAP. 

\ * » > * 
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An Account of FantafioV arriving at the Ban- 

ditti’j Cajlle. 7 he Relation of their robbing 
Cardinal Fourbin. And the ill Succefs they 
met with in perfonaiing Cardinal Sermo- 
uetti. 


T 


H E Mountain was terrible to behold 

for its vaft, abrupt, and fteepy height, 


while the brown ftiades of the Forrefts, that 
overfpread the whole Hill, ftruck a Horror 
into the beholder, our Way was through 
frequent, and little narrow deep Valleys, 
rugged with numerous, and hollow Ditches, 
e’ry where befet and over-grown with thorny 
Rudies, and Brambles, which crofs’d over 
the blind Road from fide to fide, and with 
the Iharp and inacceffible Rocks which flank’d 
the Paths on each fide of this Hollow, yield¬ 
ed a natural Defence, as it furrounded the 
deep of the Hill. From the very Summit 
of which boil’d up, in many large bubling 
Springs, a plentiful Fountain of Water, 
which tumbling down the Precipices of the 
Hill, difembogu’d the filver Flood in vaft, 
and natural Cafcades 3 whence being difpers’d 
in abundance of little Rivulets, and watering 

thofe 



• A 
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thofe Valleys with a fort of handing Pools, 
like pacific Seas, or fluggifh Streams, inverted 
the whole. 


THE high Tower, or Caftie of their 
Abode, rofe up on the very Brow of a hi¬ 
deous Precipice, fetting out its fides e’ry way 
beyond the Margin of the Hill. Before the 
Entrance, inftead of Bulwarks, were various 
little By-paths, and Mounds of Earth in fmall 
Mazes, defending the Avenues by Cunning 
and Force. This Place we may call the 
Court of the Banditti, large enough for the 
Reception of themfelves, their Horfes, their 
Prifoners, and Spoil. There was nothing like 
a Habitation near it, but a little Hut cover’d 
with Straw, plac’d on the Neck of the Ifth- 
mm, as I may call it, that join’d the Plan of 
the Caftie to the reft of the Mountain; where 
the Rogues by tbeir Lots keep Centinel every 
Night to prevent a Surprize. 
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/»e damn'd enjoy your felf at home 5 
7/0/ ge/ «r our Supper , z» m/er refiefh us 
after our Toils and Fatigues all the day l What 
art thou horn only for thy ungodly Belly } doing 
nothing Day nor Night hut guzzle, down our 
Wine , and devour our Food , n>/ 7(6 <7/7 avaricious 
Thirjl, and Hunger , that cant he maintain'd .<? 

77 /r/z 0/// _yo« Hell-dam. The poor old Wretch, 

now trembling with Age, in a thin fqueaic¬ 
ing Voice, and fearful Tone, try’d to pacify 
their caufelefs Rage, and cuftomary Belinf- 

gate. Be not in a Pajjion my Heroes , my brave 
Boys , my Hearts of Oak , rfW Lungs of Lea¬ 
ther , your Supper is ready , well feafon'd , W 
plentiful. Bread in abundance, your Bowls well 
clean'd , replcnijlld with Wine , good Fire 

to warm you, and Water to wajh you, 

: / , .. 

THIS wife Difcourfe being over, and 
their eager Stomach’s appeas’d with the Af- 
furance of an immediate Supply, they con¬ 
vey their Plunder to their Storehoufe, wafh, 
and warm themfelves, and the Provifion be¬ 
ing plac’d on the Table, every one foon 
threw him felf into the Seat, that was next 

* 0 w 

him. They were fcarce yet feated,; when in 
comes another much larger Troop of young 
Fellows 5 whom we might eafily perceive to 
be of fome Society of the Pad, fince they 
brought in their Prey of Gold, and Silver 

VeffelSj 


Veffels, Pvich Silks, Brocadod Cloaths of Gold#. 

and the like 5 and having wafh’d, and warm'd 
themfelves, they fcamper to the Table hig¬ 
gle Ae pigglede. They eat, and they drank, 

without Order, or Decorum 5 voracioufly 
devouring, not eating their Meat, throwing 
down whole Cargoes of Potage, Mountains 
of Bread, and Oceans of Liquor. Their 
Mirth was Clamour, their Singing Noife, their 
Hailery Abufe 5 and the general Confufion 
and Hurry, gave an Image of what the Poets 
feign of the Feafts of the Wild Lapith# , and 
Centaurs. The Old Woman and my felf, in 
the mean while, were by Favour or Con¬ 
tempt plac’d at a fide Table, or rather.Stool, 
very indifferently fet out. The Fury of their 
Stomachs being now pretty well appeas’d, 
one of the Gang, that feem’d of fomething 
more Authority than the reft, thus began. 

I THINK pty Bullies , we who form'd 
the Hoitfe of the old Mifer ArpifiO of Mola, 
came off with as much Succefs , as Courage , Jince 
our Vertue has not only brought off Riches in 

Abundance , but reftor'd us to our Entrenchments 
entire , and without the Lofs’ of a Man , fine 
Clade Victores 5 nay , if it be any Advantage , 

we have come home fix feet flronger , than we 
went out. But yon who made your Excurfions 
into the Cities of the Campagna di Roma, 

lefferfd 
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lejfeVd by the Lofs of your brave Leader Spa- 
davoni, have brought home thin and broken 
Squadrons, wkofe Lives, and Safety , / fhoidd 
have prefer*d to all the rich Plunder , 

Booty\ you have by your Valour added to our 
Treafure. But the brave Spadavoni, by what 
ever way , or means , his exccjjivc and enter- 
prizing Vertne defrayd him, as the Memory of 
fo great a Man defervcs, full ever be celebra¬ 
ted among the lUufrious Princes and Com¬ 
manders, who have been eminent in the Glories 
of the Field. 




{bread ever every part of the Houfe, yet be¬ 
ing Servants, they have always more Regard 
to their own Security, than to their Mafters 
Goods, and Riches. Whereas the folirary, 
and thrifty Men,- who have only themfelves 
to look to their little Stocks, are more wary, 
and refolute, careful in defending their fmall 
Fortune, or their fecret Wealth difletnbled in 
an artificial Poverty, with the Hazard, and 
Expence of their Blood, and their Lives. 
An Example will confirm the Truth of my 
Affertion in the Perfon of our great, and 
regretted Spadavoni. 


m 

W H I L E.our Party was difpers’d about 
the Patrimony of . St. Peter, Spadavoni , my 
fell, and four more continu’d at Rom U 
Satiffa, to try if in the mid ft of all her great 
Holinefs, we cou’d find Opportunity of Ap¬ 
plying our Occafions. Cardinal Four bin , 
made a fplendid Entertainment for all the 
French Faff ion, to which a great many re- 

forted of the firft Quality, whofe Servants 

walk’d without in the Anii-chamera, or anti- 
chamber, while their Lords were enjoying the 
Cardinal’s Wine within. The Servants of the 


Family were retir’d to their own Supper, 

while Spadavoni equipt in a Caffock, like a 

Steward, enter’d the Ante-chamber with 3 

Torch before him, and we dreft like Porters 

/ 

attending 
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attending him 5 he defir’d thofe, who fat on 
a Cheft of Plate that ftood there to rife up, 
that he might remove it. They were no 
fooner got up, but he order’d us Porters to 
take it up, and carry it away 5 which we 

did without any Hindrance or Moleftation, 
by any of the numerous Train, that attended, 
or of any of the Cardinal's Servants, who 
were more intent on their Supper, than their 
Matter’s Security. Being got out of the Pa¬ 
lace, we convey’d it to our Confederate 
Hofts near the Tiber , where difpofing the 
Plate into more fecret Repofitories, we foon 
alter’d the Property of the Cheft by the Help 
of the Fire. 

^ _ 

• 7 
% 

HOWEVER to avoid meeting any of 
the Company, who might have obferv’d us 
in the Anti-chamera , having engag’d a Fellow 
that was the very Pifture of Cardinal Semo- 
xetti, and having procur’d a Cardinal’s Ha¬ 
bit, and counterfeited a Bull, impowering 
him to gather in the Tithes of the Marc a cT 
Ancona, and hir’d -two or three Servants on 
our way, we fet out of Rome, and paft with 
our Train with all the Refpeft, and Succefs, 
we cou’d hope, or defire. We took care in¬ 
deed to avoid all great Towns, for fear, of a 
Difcovery of our Impofture. But haviiig 
had good Succefs in all our Attempts ('every 

one 
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one taking our falfe Cardinal for the true 
demonetti) we paft through Romagna, and 
came too near to Bononia for our Advantage. 
For the Bifliop of Fermo twho was the Pope’s 
Vice-Legat in that City) hearing of our 
Tranfa&ions, fcnt a Gentleiiian of his, who 
had formerly been a Servant in the Family of 
Semonetti , to pay us his Complement $ who 
on his Return to the Bifliop, aflur’d him,that it 
was not the Cardinal himfelf, but fome Rogue 
that went in his Habit • this Affurarice of 
his Gentleman concurring with our ignorant* 
and uncautious Cardinals not having obferv’d 
the ufual Ceremonies and Solemnities, which 
Men of his Poll, and Dignity, us’d to oh- 
ferve, he deputes the fame Gentleman with' 
a Party of Soldiers, and a Commiffion, to 
bring our Cardinal, and his Accomplices be¬ 
fore him $ provided he Was fure, that he 
was not the Perfon whofeName he alfum’d^ 


SPADAFONl on the firft Mefiage from 
the Bifliop, and the dubious Words of the 
Meffenger, concluded this Scene near an 
End 5 wherefore having taken care of great 
part of the Cargo, with one, or two of our 
Gang, made his way to bur Place of Ren¬ 
dezvous, with Orders for me, and another 
to ft ay, and attend the Event $ and if Dan 4 - 

fer enfu’d, ajad the Enemy fhouldr bp too 

Jb ftrong 


i 
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ftrong for us, to make a timely Retreat * to 
bring off the imaginary Cardinal, if poffible, 
lie being a Man of fuch admirable Parts, 
and Addrefs, and of Courage equal to Ha- 
nibd , or Catjat 5 but if that were not practi¬ 
cable, that, having the Strangers with him, 
we {hon’d make the beft of our way to our 
appointed place of meeting. 

% 

♦ 

SP AD A VO NI was not long gone, but 
the Bifliop’s Gentleman returns with a Troop 
of Horfe, whofe Commander he order’d to 
feize the Importer ^ which he • afting, with 
a Severity, and Resolution extraordinary af- 
ferted his Authority, charg’d them to take 
heed rehat they did , thund’ring out Threats 
at ’em all in fo terrible a manner, as made 
them all tremble at his Anathema! s, and 
bearing it out in as high* and lofty Terms, 
as any of the Proudeft Cardinal in Rome, 
coil’d have done on fuch a Violence offer’d. 
The Soldiers (who made no fmall Scruple to 
affault him, their Captain leading the way, 
and pulling off his Cardinal’s Cap, difeo- 
ver’d his want of Ears, which he had loft 
in fome noble Exploit ) now prefs in upon 
him, and carry him Prifoner to Bottom, 
with two of his Men, who knew nothing of 
the Cheat, while I and my Fellows in the 
croud made our Efcape, l ventur’d in dirt 


• p 


guife toobferye the Event of this Affair, and 
to try if any Means wou’d offer to fet him 
at Liberty; 

w 

• % 

♦ # 

' J # 

H E was too well guarded, and too nice¬ 
ly watched, for us to bring him any Affi¬ 
ance 5 for being condemn’d by the Vice- 
Legat, we faw him hang’d in a Cardinal’s 
Habit at St. Petromo's Gate, wearing oil his 
Head a Mitre of Paper, arid this Infeription 
Over him, II Re di Lardi ; that is, The King 
of Thievesi He had fix Thoufand Crowns 

in Gold about him, which was nothing to 

what Spadatiom , and the reft of us carry’d 
away. 




* 
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The Robbers continue their Relations : The 
unfortunate End of their Leader Spadavoni, 
in his Attempt■ to get into an old Banker 7 / 
Houfe ; The fame ill Fate of Aquino, in 
his Pillaging an old Woman’s , who by a 
Stratagem threw him out of Window. Fran- 
cifquinos Exploits at Sienna, and his Death. 
Their notable Defign on the Houfe of a Flo¬ 
rentine Marquifs in the Jfsape of a Bear , in - 
which Sparapani peri fid mojl manfully. 


A F T E R this unhappy Cataftrophe of 
f\ our new Affociate, we all of us repair’d 
to our Leader 5 and having difpos’d of our 
Purchafe in Places of Security, we fet out 
in Queft of new Adventures. For changing 
our Habits we return’d to Rome, fafer there 
than any where elfe, by the Largenefs, and 
Popufoufnefs of that City. Our firft Bufi- 
nefs was, and which is the Matter-piece of 
our Art, to enquire out the People of Popu¬ 
lar Fame for their Riches. In which Enqui¬ 
ry, a wretched old Mifer call’d Ceano, efcap’d 
not our Knowledge. This Man was Matter 
of an incredible Wealth, and a Banker by 
Trade, who for fear of Public Offices, and 

Payments^ 
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Payments, with an abundance of Art con¬ 
ceal’d Abundance of Money. He -liv’d fob* 
tarily alone in a little, but ftrongly fortify"d 
Houfe, in that part of the City, that iscalfd 
La Ifola, or the Jfland 5 where in a Habit 
beggarly, and patch’d, he fat continually 
brooding o’r his Bags of Silver, and Cold. 
In a Council of War, it was therefore a greed 
to begin our Campaign with this Banker , 
becaufe our deftin’d Combat being but againft 
one, we flatter’d our, felves with theSuecefs 
of a fpeedy Poffeflion of vaft hoarded Trea- 
fure. So without any delay, we fet our 
felves on the Watch in the beginning of the 
Ev’ning about his fufpicious Doors. Which, 
the Night being advanc’d, we durft mot at¬ 


tempt to force off the Hinges, or burfl: open, 
leaft the Noife of the Affault fhou’d alarm 
the Neighbourhood to our Deftru&ion $ our 
generous, and brave Leader Sp&davom, full 
of his wonted, and eminent Vertue, endea¬ 
vour^ by Stratagem to compafs our Ends. 
There was a little Wicket in the Door,- by 
which the Mifer gave Anfwers in the Ev’nings, 
and received any Meffage fent him about B11- 
finefs, never opening the Door to his near- 
eft Acquaintance, after it was once faften’d • 
by wonderous Art, and Dexterity, Spadavotii 
pick’d the Lock, yet con’d not get it wide 
enough for an eafy Purfuit of his Enterprize, 


l 3 


by 


4 
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by reafon of a final 1 Chain, that went be? 
hind it. However bearing his Arm, he by 
force thrufi; it in to reach the Bar of the 
Door, and manage it by degrees from the 

Place it was fixt in. But that worft of two- 

- • • 

footed Dogs old Ceavo , too wakeful with 
Fear of his God in his Bags, had plainly ob- 
ferv‘d all, that was done, and with profound 
Silence, and careful foft Steps (teals up to 
the Door, with a great Nail in one Hand, 
and a Hammer in the other, and with one 
found, and hidden Blow, nails the Hand of 

our unfortunate Leader to the Bar of the 

* « 

Door, and getting up to the Top of his 
little Sty, as we may call it, he began to cry 


e’ry 


put Fire as loud as he cou’d, calling 
Neighbour by Name to come to his Affiftance 
for their own fakes. The nearnefs of the 
Evil foon rous’d all the People to his Refcue, 
whom elfe they wou’d never have (tir’d one 
foot to preferve. 

I 

BEING now in a Wood what to do, 
and every way furrounded with' Danger and 


Difgrace, either, of falling into their Hands 
all together, or of leaving our Noble Fel- 
low-foldier in the Briars, we by his Confent, 
from the prefent Neceffity of our Affairs, 
took the middle Conrfe betwixt thefe Ex- 
treams. We therefore, with an admirable 

;. - - : • ■ * • • , • * 1 • • * : * • -p* 

Dex- 
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Dexterity, cut off his Arm clofe to hisShoul- 
der, and clapping all thetkmen wehadtd 

the Wound, that we might not be tratfd by 
the Blood, 





utmoft fpeed 

and leaving only his Arm r a §poil too iSjobTe 
fortheMifer. The growing TumultWds 46 o 
near, his Weaknefs too great • to keep'^ace 
with our * Neceflary Flight,■ which ! :by : fu im¬ 
porting him muft ne^ds be • muth retarded 
he Mafter of an Heroic Mind, 

• 4 % * % | « ^ 

extraordinary, having iri vain beg'd ns With 
his utmoft Earneftnefs, by our Military Oath, 
and the common Tyes of Society,- ; fb ; deli L 
ver him from Tortures, and Captivity, mrs*. 

ing that it was too ignoble a Fate for a Ban¬ 
ditti of Courage, tl: Outlive the Lofs• Of his 
Arm, by which only he eou-d rob, anil cut 
the Throats of Rogues richer, than we, and 
that he ftiou’d be happy to dve by the hands 
of his Friends: " " " 1 ' 

cou’d not prevail with any of us to be 9 n;' > - - 
of fo voluntary a Parricide, taking Ote’ hi:-, 
Sword in that Hand/' which yet Ririaiird, 
and 


finding s*H his : •Argument'; 


many a Warlike Rifs upon if 
with one bold, and home Stroke, -he u v ’-er 



^ lx 


his Manly Heart. Then paying a- profound 
Veneration to the Exemplar Vertue of our 
Leader, we foon commit his Body to the 
Tiber. He -gave himfelf-indeed- a Death w or- 

L 4 
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thy the Heroic Exploits of- his Life, and had 
moft famous giver in the. World for his 


-Grays. ;: 


. 1 


•* r i r 


* ‘ 1 * 
A. ^ A 


- : A:£LV JN 0 in the mean while, with 
happy Beginnings, having endeavour’d to re¬ 
pair .this ; Lofs injja IfoU ,. near the Gate del 
Popuh# met with a no lefs finifter Event, 
With-equal Add refs, and Safety, haying got 

into the. Houfe-of an; Old Woman, without 

.** . ^ •» ^ •• * •- * «* r - • | 

io muchjas waking het>^ by the falfe ftep of 
not, fir ft difpatching her, was depriv’d of the 
Triumph of his Prowefs 5 for. coming into 
her Chamber, and-having thrown great part 
of her Goods out at Window down to us, 

and having now pretty well finilhM his Work 
without any Difcovery, jhe wou’d needs take 

the Bed from under , the Old Hagg, which 
wak’d her, and brought heron her,Knees to 
him, as he was going to throw it.joiut of the 
Window after the reft 5 I beg you my Son, 
fa id this wheedling. Old Beldam to ['Aquino, 

Tell me why yon take the poor patched Cover¬ 
lets from a wretched Old Woman, to give them 
to my Wealthy Neighbour , into , whofe Garden 
this Window dire&lyconveys them, 

• t 

■ 

* ' 

A §> 1 ) I NO deceiv’d with. this fubtle 

Pretence, believing that.{he told him nothing 

hut Truth, leaft what he had already thrown 

out. 
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out, arid what yet remain’d, fliou'd fail into 
the hands of Strangers, not his Companions, 
the Night being dark, he hung himfelf out 
of the Window, to the utmoft ftretch of his 
Arms, to examine exa&ly the Truth of the 
Matter, and take a narrow Obfervation of 
the next Houfe, which (he had told him 


wou’d carry off all his Plunder. 


Which 


rig to the 


while he was performing with his utmoft 
Care, and laft Imprudence,, the Old,Womans 
Stratagem took effeft, who tho weak with 
Age, yet now ftrengthen’d with Fear, and 
Defpair, with one fudden, and .unexpected 
Thruft, (he Pent him down headjpng to the 
Grounds The height which he fell, and a 

vaft Stone that;,receiv’d him, broke feveral 
of his Ribs, ,.and made fuch .a mortal Con- 
tufion in his Body; that vomiting, up Rivu¬ 
lets of Blood, only able to tell. us .what had 

A ^ m 1 A 1 4 • * f 

paft in the mid ft of .the moft dreadful Pains 

* * t • ^ / % * 

in the World, expir’d on the fpot. We im¬ 
mediately gave him the fame manner of Bu¬ 
rial we had began, and Pent him a Follower 
to his Noble Leader Spadavoni. 

BEING wounded' thus with a double 
Blow, iathe. Lofs^f . our two brave Com- 
panions,weary of this Roman . Expedition, 
we left that City, and took our Courfe to¬ 
wards Florence, - on a Defign noble, as dan¬ 
gerous $ 
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gerous 5 yet what, if we had not loft the 
brave young Rinaldo in, we ftiouM not blufh 

at relating. We were oblig’d to make Come 
ftay at Sienna^ in order to prepare our Ma¬ 
chines for our Opera, which wou’d take up 
fome Weeks to bring to Perfection. But not 
to lofe opr Time, and to fecure our felves 
from Sufpicion, Francifquim , a Man of the 
beft Figure, and Addrefs among us, is fet 
out like a Man of Quality, taking one of 
the beft Houfes in the City 3 and moft of 
our Gang paft for his Servants. His Bounty, 
and Magnificence, made him foon taken No¬ 
tice of, aqtt he kept open Houfe for all Gen¬ 
tlemen, and Perfons of Quality to game at. 
By this means, and his gobd Addrefsin the 
Art, he made a tolerable fhift to defray his 
Expences 5 but that not being fufficient for 
the End we propos’d, on the ArrivaVof any 
Strangers of Figure, he invited them to his 
Houfe 5 and having enter’d them at Play, 
on their fecond Vifit, we took care decently 
to cut their Throats, and beftow their Bodies 
in the Privy. - ■ 

A * * 

OUR Machine being ready, the beft part 
of ns departed a by-way towards Ligortt, to 
fall into the Road from that Town t# Fid- 
rence , having hired a clofe Cart, and a cou¬ 
ple of Mules to draw it. Frmcifquino foon 
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took other Servants in our Places, which af¬ 
terwards was the caufe of his Rnine. For 
they not being in the Secret, and font away 
to Bed when the Company was yet at play, 
took care to watch the matter more clofely. 
and difcovering the Exploits of Franafqui- 
po, and our Comrades, gives fecret Infor- 


the 


who 



I # ^ 

coming in the Night feizes the fuppos’d Ma¬ 
tter, and all his Confederates, except 
credo, who made his efcape to us to Florence^ 
while Francifqmno and the reft were cruelly 
put to Death in the moft rigorous and ig¬ 
nominious manner in the World, after they 
had trod on the Necks of Fourteen Scoun¬ 
drels, and had now in the Houfe Fourteen 
Thoufand Florins, all Sieiz’d and loft with 
them. 


B U T t° p a fs from tb is mel aftchol ly Lois 

to our Journey to Florence,you mu ft know, 

that the Great Duke has a place near his 
Stables, which is call’d the Seraglio, where 

the Wild Beafts were kept, which are often 
made to fight with one another 3 there are 
Lyons, Leopards, Tygers, Wolves, Wild- 
Boars, and Foxes; all which they let out 

at the Doors of their feveralDens 
into a fair Court to fight 3 when they have 
fought, as long as the Duke pleafes, a Man 

enclos’d 
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enclos’d in a Wooden Green Dragon, purring 
Lights at his Eyes, and moving it on Wheels, 
frights them all into their Dens again. The 
Prince, and Court in the mean time handing 

above in fecurity, fee all the Combat, 

» « 

l 

THE overfeer of thefe Sports was the 

Marquifs Horatio Balalti Nerli , a Perfon of 

great Magnificence and Fortune, whofeHoufe ; 

was adjoining to the Seraglio 3 he liv’d in 
a fplendour worthy his • Fortune, and gave 
ample Rewards to all fucb, as brought any 
Wild Bead to prefent him, or the Grand 
Duke. It happen’d about this time, that 
there was a fort of Mortality among the 
Beads, which had very much reduc’d their 
Number, either by the Heat of the Weather, 
or want of that Air and Liberty their Cap¬ 
tivity deny’d them. TMs Ruin of their 
Sports gave us a Happy Opportunity of 
accotnpliflung our Defigns. For having made 
a Machine with admirable Art at Sienna. 

'• 7 

enclos’d in the Skin of a Bear of mondrous 

% 

fize, in which we left room for a Man to 
place himfelf, fo as to move all the Parts of 
the Bead, with an Action and Motion equal 
to the Life. We then propos’d a common 
Oath of Secrefie, and Fidelity, andthaEtfome 
one of our Company, more Excellent for 
the Courage of his Mind, than Strength, of his 

Body, 
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Body, fton’d voluntarily, and freely, of his 
own Motion, be inclos’d in this Ma¬ 
chine, and execute the Perfon, and Offices 
of the Bear * by which means being receiv’d 
into the Marquis’s Houfe, he {hon’d in the 
Night let in his Comrades. 

% 

I 

THIS admirable Invention being, as etf- 
adly perform’d, as thought of, and gene¬ 
rally approv’d, not a few of onr Gang were 
ambitious of the Charge.5 but among the 
Candidates , with a Nentine Cantradicentc , 
the choice fell on Projpero Sparapani. Who 
immediately with a Countenance ferene and 
intrepid takes poffeffion of the new Form,and 
by a fpeedy Metmorphofis was chang’d into 
a formidable Bear, convenient and imper¬ 
ceptible Holes being made for his Sight, and 
Refpiration. Thus transfigur’d into a Beaft, 
with admirable Courage, and Nimblenefs he 
gets into the Cart, which having brought at 
laft into the Road from Ligorn to Florence, 
we drove diredly along to that City. Hav¬ 
ing thus artfully laid the firft Grounds of our 
fubtle Defign, our Progrefs was fucceeded by 
no lefs happy Impoftures. For having found 

by Enquiry, that there was one Niccoli , a 

Merchant of Ligorn, who had often Corre- 
fpondence with the Marquifs on thefe Occa- 
fions, we forge a Letter from Signor Niccoli, 
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THE Ev’ning being now pretty Well 
advanc’d, we take the advantage of the dus¬ 
ky Hour to bring Profpefo , with Niccolis 
Letter, to the Houfe of the Marquifs. Who 
admiring the noble largenefs of the Beaft, 
and pleas’d with the Prefent of his Friend, 
fo well tim’d, order’d us immediately to be 
paid Twenty Pieces for our Pains. Then, 
as is ufual on fuch Occafions, abundance of 
People full of Wonder, and Amaze flock 
found the Bear, out of curiofity to view a 
Sight fo new and fo pleafing 5 whofe too near 
and inquifitive 'Eyes, Sparapam forbid by his 
frequent minacious Looks, and A&ions. 
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Sicknefs Among them , from whom this being 
frefl) may the more eafily draw in the Infe&ion 5 
you had better , my Lord , allow him fome cool 
Place in your Hoitfe near fome frefj Water 5 for 
your LordJJrip mnjt know that it is the Nature 
of thefe Creatures to fleep in Groves , or over 
cold Springs. By this means you may have his 
Den well' waflod, and air’d all this Night , 
and put him with more fafety in to morrow. 


THE Marquifs was a little ftartled at 
what T faid, and remembring what a Num¬ 
ber had already been loft, he fuffer’d us with 
eafe to place the Wooden Cage (in which 
we had enclos’d him) in what manner wc 
pleas’d. We offer’d our Service to watch 
him all Night, to give him his Meat, and his 
Drink, according to his cuftom, and do every 
thing, that was neceffary to his weary Con¬ 
dition. There is no need, reply’d the Mar¬ 
quifs, to giveyou that Trouble. I have Men 
enough, who have been us’d to thefe Crea¬ 
tures, to do all that is neceffary. So taking 
our leaves we departed, and made the belt 
of our way to an Old ruin’d Monaftry, in 
which w r e found a dark Cave, or burying 
Place, much out of the Way 5 where we 
open the Coffins, empty now of all but fome 
few Allies, and Remains of the Dead, which, 
we remov’d to make room for the future 

Plunder 
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Plunder we promis’d our felves from a De¬ 
sign fo well concerted, and hitherto fo pros¬ 


perous 


Observing the true Discipline of 


our Order, we take the Advantage of the 

MoonleSs Night, and of the Dead Seafon, 

^ / 

when the Firft Sleep with the greateft Force, 
and FirmneSs, invades the Eyes of Men 5 
And with Swords in our Hands our hardy 
Brigade took their Poll near the Gate of 
the Marquifs, as a certain, and promifing 
Omen of our fuccefsful Expilation of fo 
valuable a FortreSs. 


SPA RAP ANI was not idle in his 
Port, but in the deep Silence of the Night 
fteals out of his Cage, and with a Sword 
kills all his Keepers, now faft afleep, double 
Captives to Morpheus and Bacchus , and little 
fufpe&ing any Such matter 5 then decently 
difpatching the P orter of the Houfe, he Soft¬ 
ly opens the Door and lets in our Squadron. 
To whom now receiv’d into the Bofotn of 
the Palace, he (hews the Place where he 
had observ’d the Maffy Piles of Plate had 
been laid up the Ev’ning before. Which 
being broke open, our Order was with fpeed 

to bear off our Plunder of Silver and Gold 

% 

to the fecret Repositories of the Dead, I 
have mention’d, and then to come back with 
our utmoft Expedition for a frefli Cargo 5 

while 
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while I alone, as that is ftill ray Office, was 
left to attend at the Door, and carefully to 
watch all Accidents till their fudden return. 
We thought, that the running about of the 
• Bear, as got loofe, wou’d be our fnfficient 
Protection from any Interruption 5 for who 
wou d not rather fly, than approach a Crea¬ 
ture of that Fierce Nature, if any one Ihou’d 
happen to be awake, of rous’d by the 
Noife ? and rather with more Induftry fa¬ 
tten his Doors, than fet them open for fo ter¬ 
rible an Encounter. But notwithftanding 
all thefe Politic Precautions, our profperous 
Beginnings brought forth a finifter Event. 


WHILE I wait at the Door the return 


of my Companions, a venturous bold Rogue 
and Servant of the Marquifs, awak’d by the 
Noife, fteals foftly towards it, and feeing 
the Bear running lob r e about the Houfe, 
makes a filent Retreat, and alarms all the 
Houfe, and lets them know what he has feen. 
In a Moment the numerous Family is in 
Arms, and the gloomy Shades of Night are 
banith’d by Candles, Links, and Flambeaux, 
nor was any one unarm’d of all that ap¬ 
pear’d fome had Clubs, fome Pikes, fome' 
drawn Swords to hop, and defend the Ave¬ 
nues againft the Bear. To-thefe were added 
Hounds, and vaft Dogs us’d to hunt ^ fuch 

M defpe^ 
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defperate Gams, whom with all their En¬ 
deavours they halloo’d to the Onfet. 


WHILE this Tumult is riling, I fpeed 
tny flight out of the Houfe, yet fo as Icou’d 
without, through the Door, perceive the mi- 
ferable Combate Sparapaxi was forc’d to 
maintain with the Dogs. For tho he was 
defperate cf all Hopes of Safety, and fure of 
being a Sacrifice to his malicious Fortune, yet 
mindful of himfelf, us, and his Ancient Vir¬ 
tue, like another Hercules he grapled with fo 
many Cerberus’’ s at once. Keeping therefore 
that fhape which he had fo manfully affumd, 
now flying, now refilling, with the various 
Motions and Turns of his Body he gets out 
of the Houfe. But alas, tho he had with fuch 


Bravery, and 


the 


Liberty 


fhou'd fave himfelf by Flight. For all the 
Dogs in the Kennels now joining thofe, that 
purfu’d him out of the Houfe, prefs’d him too 
clofe for all hopes of Efcape. I beheld the mi- 
ferablemelancholly fight,the Valorous Sparapa - 
m befieg’d round by whole Squadrons of Dogs, 
and e’ry Minute in danger of the Weapons 
of his eager Purfuers. Too impatient any 


5 


be a tame looker on, I join’d 
- Croud of People, that furrou 


him, hoping fo to brin 


diftrefe’d 


low 


* 
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low Soldier all the fecret' help I cod’d de- 
vife. Thus therefore I fpoke to the Purfu- 
ers, *Tis a flume we fluff d rob the Great 
Duke of fo noble a. Beafi, by a too violent 
Affault on his Life. But the People were too 
eager to mind what I faid, and a tall tufty 
young Fellow coming out of the Ho life 
thruft his Spear into the very Breaft of the 
Bear, another foot off his Piece at h'is Head, 
and e’ry one encouraging the other, they all 
fheath’d their Pikes, and Swords in his 
Body. 


1 

_ ' J S 

O N the other tide, Spdrafiani the Glory and 
Honour of our Tribe, as worthy of Im¬ 
mortality for his Patience, as great Spirit, 
betray’d not the Faith, and Religion of 
his Oath by the leaft Cry,- or Groan ’: but 
being now rent and torn by the Teeth of 
the Dogs, mangled with Pikes, and Swords, 
and pierc’d through with Bullets, bearing the 
Tenor of his prefent Cafe, with a generous' 
Vigour, with a ferine fort.of Noife lie gave 
up the Ghoft. His wonderful Defence had 
ftruck fuch a Terror into the Company, that 
hone durft venture to touch him till the next 

J 


Morning, when a Butcher, much bolder, than 
the reft, adventured with his Knife, tho.not 
without Fear, td uncafe the noble Thief 

y 


from out’ of the Bear-skin. 

M € H A Pi 
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An Account of the Banditti’s Ex cur (ion, and 
bringing home a Beautiful V irgin call d Ga- 


<1 


ilia, from her Mother's Arms , the very 
Night before her Day of Marriage. The 


Excefs of her Griefs her Ominous Dream , 

and fat)our able Interpretation of it. Fan- 
tafio’j Perfuafions to eafe her Sorrows $ and 
his going to - Bed with her ^ and the dange¬ 
rous Temptations he pa ft with her that 



T HUS fell our brave Sparapani , but fell 

not without great Glory. On the 
firft Difcovery cur careful Companions got 
our Horfes to the" place where the trufty 
Dead had preferv’d our plunder for us, with 
all the Speed they con’d make they ported to 
the Mountains, and there in the Solitudes 
. of the Appenines, waited my Arrival with the 
News of the Cataftrophe of the Tragedy I 
have told you. As we journey’d the Hills, 
and was getting out of the Confines of Flo¬ 
rence, the Lofs we had fuftain’d, furnilh’d us 
with Reflexions on the brittle State of Human 
Affairs, how little Triift there was to be re- 

v pos’d 
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pos’d i 11- this frail Life, and how little diffe¬ 
rence Fortune pays to the moft confummatp 

Virtue. We were not a little concern’d leaft 

. * • * K . 

our dear Friend departed fhoud quit this 
Life with any unjuft Thoughts of our Con- 
duft, and impute our not fuccouring him in 
his Did refs, to our Treachery, not want of 
Power. 


THUS taking in our Prey at our feverai 
Haunts, tyr’d with the fatigue of the Ex¬ 
pedition, with the Lofs of fo many worthy 
Comrades, .we, that remain have brought you 

home the Purchafe you have fpen. 


AFTER this Difcotirfe, the Bowl went 
round to the Pidus and Immortal Memory 
of the Slain ^ and having driven away thefe 
melancholly Reflections on the Dead, with 

good ftore of Rich Wine, they all go to 

Ll rt _ _ _ - . 1 .. * ' 1 J4 n r 


to 


Reft. The Old Hagg, th^t was their Houfe- 
keeper had me up two or three Steps into a 

little Room ftrongly barricado’d, in which 

was a tolerable Bed 1 in which withoutriihr, 

j • ■ • * * * • * *" 

' dreffing I laid me down to take fome re pole, 
if . my Thoughts on my prefent Condition 

cou’d allow me any Intervals of Reft. I had 
tortur’d my felf for fome time with vain 
Confiderations, which. afford no relief, ■ till 


M 


now 



now quite overcome with the weary Toil 
of the Day, Sleep with the auxiliary 
Force of the Night, feal’d down my reluc¬ 
tant Eve-lids. 


" » « 

BUT I had not long enjoy’d this Re- 
pofe, be for e I was wak’d with great con¬ 
fus’d Noife of Curfes, and Oaths, and leap¬ 
ing off the Bed, I apply’d my'Eye to the 
Key-hole of the Door, and found it was 
a tumultury Preparation of the, Rogues for 
fome new Enterprize, who at Midnight were 
going out of their Den in pnrftit of fome 
Prize ^ Swords, Piftols and Vizors they were 
all furnifh’d with, when leading their Hor- 
fes out of the Court they all departed but 

the Old Woman, and my felf. It was now 
a!moil Morning, when the Robbers return 
with no other Purchafe,butaBeaiitiful young 
Virgin, whom they guarded with Piftols, 

and Swords in their Hands. Her Drefs dif- 

• * 


cover’d her to be a Lady of the firft Quali¬ 
ty of that Country, and her Paffion was fo 
extream, as muft have mov’d any, but Tuch 
bloody, and barbarous Rogues, who had loft 

all Humanity in a perpetual courfe pf Mufthef. 

and Rapine. 

' ' ' • - • t n / 


SHE tore her Hair, and rent her Gar¬ 
ments, and fill’d all the place with pitiful 

Com- 


f 
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Complaints. They to appeafe the Rage of her 
Grief give her affuranee, that fhe might be 
fecure of her Life , and her Virtue , defiring her 
to all ova a little Patience to their Advantage , 
whom NeccJJify had driven to a Trade Jo in¬ 
humane. Tour Parents (continued they) tho 
avaritious to a fault , yet out of fitch Riches, 
and Poffejfions will foon give Us a Ranfom 
for you, to both our Contents. But all they 

cou’d fay, cou’d not put’ a ftop to the young 
lady’s Complainings, for reclining her lover¬ 
ly Head on her fnowy white Bofom, (lie let 
fall whole Showers of Bright Tears, that 
might have mollified the Hearts of any but 
them. So calling the Old Woman, they gave 
her in charge to her, with Orders to place us 

together, fince Companions in dill refs might 
alleviate her Sorrows. But all the Old Wo- 

t * ♦ # 

man, and I con’d urge for her Comfort, had 
little Effeft, while fhe anfwer’d our Difcqurfe 
with Tears, Groans, and thefe mournful 
plaintive W ords. How can I ceafe to weep 
(faid (he, with a penetrating %h) or even en 
dure the Burthen of Life in myprefent Condition ! 
Wretch , that I am , born of a Family fo lllu- 
firms , ravijh'd away from Parents fo Pious , 

and fo Indulgent 5 depriv'd of my faithful, 
and loving Servants , and made the unhappy 
Prey of Rapine , flavijhly confin'd to this hide¬ 
ous Rone Prifon, the Innocent Plea fares, I was 

M 4 born 





born and bred to , is now banifh'd all from 
me, who lye under the terrible Uncertainty of 
Torments, and Life, and Honour in the Hands 
of fuch a Number of Banditti, the horrid un¬ 
couth People of Violence, and the Sword. 


IN the mid ft of thpfe Lamentations, her 
Spirits being quite fpent by the Agitation 
of her Mind, and the wearinefs of her Bo- 
dy, {he was- forc’d to.let her fair Eye-lids fall 
together, and allow to. Sleep a fhort Inter¬ 
val in her Woe. But her Repofe was not 
long, but ftarting. on a fudden in a wild 
manner from her Sleep, her Grief had a freih 
and more violent Rife. She beat her beau¬ 
teous Bofora, and charming Face with her 
Hands ^ and thus fee anfwer’d with a torrent 
of Sighs, our Enquiry into the caufe of this 

unexpected Emotion. — Now alas l I utterly 
perijh indeed 1 now I renounce all hopes of 
my Delivery, and Life $ give me, fome 
means of a fpcedy Death , pierce,. pierce this 
, Breafl with fome Sword or Dagger, or let me 

throw my felf down fome horrid Precipice. 

» ' 


THE Old Woman at this put on a 
Countenance of Anger, and with menacing 
Looks demanded dhe Caufe of her new Grief, 
and what, fince her Sleep, cou’d tqake her 
burft out into fo unreafonable an Extraya- 

"■ . •' • ' gance } 





gance ? What, you have a mind (continu’d 
the Old Hagg) to deprive my brave Young 
Mafters of the Benefit of your Redemption, 
if you continue thus obftinate long, in 
fpight of your Tears, which the Banditti 
have feldom any Regard to, you (hall be 
burn’d alive. 


CAMILLA ("for that was her Name) 
being terrify’d with a Threat fo intolerable, 
taking hold of the Old Womans Hand, (he 
kifs’d her rivel’d Flefh, or rather Skin, with 
her Vermilion Lips, and thus in a tender 
pathetique Tone addrefs’d her felf fo her. 
Ah ! reverend Mother (faid fee ) forgive 
me 5 forgive the-Severity of mf Fortune, 
and calling to your Mind the Duties of com¬ 
mon Humanity, which fare can never entire¬ 
ly quit the Breaft of a Woman, have a little 
Patience with my Diftrefs. Take but a view 
of the Scene of my Calamity, and if Pity 
be not wholly dry’d up in your venerable 
Age, you will not' deny me your Compaf- 

(ion. 


THERE lives in the City of Fundi, a 
Young Gentleman, of equal Beauty, and 
Vertue, as Chief of that Place by his Qua¬ 
lity, fo by common Vote of the'People, the 

Public Son of the City 5 by Rir.th my Rela¬ 


4 


tion, 


v 





tion, exceeding me but three Years in Age, 
bred always together in the fame Houfe, the 
fame Room, with mutual Affeftions grow¬ 
ing up with our Perfons, betroth’d to me 
by the Confent of our Parents to (hare the 
fame Bed $ the Day now come when in the 
Church he waits to confirm the Public Vows, 

and crown both his and mine by the holy 
Nuptial Tye, attended ‘ with his Friends, 
Followers and Servants, he waits with Im¬ 
patience to receive me from my Mother. But 
alas! while my Mother prefs’d me in her 
Bofom, adorning my Body with her own 
Hand, and fixing frequent Kiffes on my 
Cheek, fuH of Joy, and hope of the Bleffing 
of Cranchildren, 011 a fudden there breaks 
into the Houfe, and fo into the Chamber 
where I was, none of the coward Family 
making any Refiftance, a Band of arm’d Men 
with their Swords drawn, and Piftols in - 
their Hands, and tearing me away from my 
dear Mothers Arms, from her Bofom pant¬ 
ing with Fear, and Concern,' half dead with 
Terror, and almoft breathlefs with the Ago¬ 
ny of fo terrible a Surprize 5 and thus. are 
my Nuptials like thofe of Atk, and Prote- 
fihus , difturb’d and difappointed by Fate in- 
fuppor table. 




BUT 
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BUT as if my paft Tils were infufficient 
to make me moft wretched, I was no foorier 
got to Sleep, but this Scene full of Horror 
renew’d, and redoubl’d my Misfortunes. Me- 
thought I was born with Violence away from 
my Apartment, nay, from my very Nuptial 
Bed, calling on my miferable Husband for 
Help, as I was hurry’d through the devious, 
and untrodden Ways of a Wildernefs $ while 
he all crown’d with Wreaths of Flowers, 
and odoriferous with fweet Waters, imme¬ 
diately purfu’d my heps, flying on Feet not 
my own $ and as he paft along, in the midft 
of his Complaints for the Lofs of his dear, 
and beautiful Wife, he implor’d the Peoples 
Afliftance to her Refcue ; when one of the 
Robbers, that -was bearing me away, pro¬ 
vok’d with Indignation at fo obftinate a Pur- 
fuit, taking up a vaft Stone, threw it at my 
Husband, and dalh’d out his Brains. This 
Dream, fo diftnal, threw me into fuch a 
Grief, that it burft the Bands of Sleep in the 
manner you faw. 


r 

THE Old Woman oft this, Teeming to 
indulge her Sorrows, addreffes her fejf to her 
in 'the. following manner: Be of good Heart, 
my charming Young Daughter, and not tor¬ 
ment your fweet felf in fo barbarous a man¬ 
ner, at the vain Terrors and falfe Omens of 

a meer 
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a meer idle Dream. For befides, that in the 
Day time falfe Images of Things are natu¬ 
rally reprefented, fo even thofe of the Night 
always prognofticate by Contraries. For to 
weep, to figh, to groan, and complain, and 
fome times to be wounded to Death in our 
Dreams, are certain Promifes of advanta^ 
geous and lucky Events. On the other fide, 
to laugh, and be merry, to fill ones Belly with 
delicious Food, or to cpme to Venereal En¬ 
joyments, foretel either Grief of Mind, or 
Languor of Body, or other Lofies, or Da¬ 
mages. Give therefore no more heed to fuch 
faint Shadows of Evil, which if they fignify 
any thing, affure you of good Fortune, and 

a fpeedy Delivery. 


» 

THE Rogues being again Getting out for 
more Mifehief, the Old Hagg left Camilla , 
and me alone ^ all.Spies being remov’d, and 
the Rage of her Grief a little abated $ like 
the. Sun breaking out of a Cloud after a 
Show’r of Rain, flie began with • half {horn 
Beams to fhine out upon me. My Captivity 
had not yet fo far mortify’d. ray Appetite, 


ir # w m m 

or reftor’d that Vertue the Cardinal’s Family 
had deftrpy’d, or at leaft opprefs’d, but that 
I found no final 1 Satisfaftion in viewing her 

Face, her Arms, her Breafts every, where ex¬ 
actly proportion’d, and perfectly Beautiful. 

She 



She was of the taller fort of Women, with 
a Majetty in her Mien, and Face fo mingled 
with Softnefs, that it at once aw’d, and in¬ 
vited. My Heart being thus full offender 
Sentiments for Camilla, I cou’d not omit any 
thing I thought conducive to her Eafe, or 
the banifhing thofe Cares from her Bofom, 
which gave her fo much Pain. 


WHEREFORE afterfotne previous 
Difcourfes of the Eagernefs of her Pallion, 
and Grief for the Lofs of her deftin’d Huf- 
band, I by degrees Aid into the Difadvan- 
tages of Marriage to the Ladies, a Topic I 
had often heard elegantly manag’d by Donna 
Therefa. Madam, faid I, I am afraid your 
Ignorance of the natural Inconjlancy of Man $ 
and the depot ic Authority of hk Reign , when 
once he k Majler of his momentary Wipes 5 
that yon reprefent to your felf the Lofs of a 
Husband , as an Evil fo inf importable. Cer¬ 
tainly a Woman, who in Italy k fond of being 
Marry 1 d, has a peculiar Inclination to Capti¬ 
vity , and Slavery. For however obfequious the 
Men of this Country may be in the Chace of 
his Pleafure, he grows a meer Tyrant, when 
Pojfeffion has only left him the Perfon without 
the Defire. For believe me , all the gay Day¬ 
dreams which fill Lovers Fancies, of Plea- 
fires, and Joys in the Arms of each other , pafs 
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off like' a Dream, when we are wak’d by En¬ 
joyment, few Men jinking by degrees from their 
Heat to Indifference , and thence to Aver ft on • 
the major part jlarting at once front Raptures 
to Torments , from Love to Hate , or Difguff 
Women, therefore, Jhou'd not have fo vain a 
Confidence in their Charms , or their Vertue , ^ 
to think the firfi can keep the Husband's Warmth 
always alive 5 or the latter , her own Defires 
confin'd to an iU-natiir'd Mafier. 

“ CAMILLA , in fome Paflion, de- 
w fir’d me to be filent, or not abufe her Ears 
“ with Reflections as impious, as falfe $ that 
“ there were no General Maxims to be drawn 
tc from the depravity of Particulars, who 
<c wou’d obtrude their own vicious Inclina- 
“ tions on all the World befides, out of an 
“ over-weening Partiality to their own Senfe, 
* c Judgment, or Vertue : That how frail fo 
<c ever I may have found my felf in the 
“ Adventures of Love, {he found Security 
u enough within her againft any of thofe 
“ Fears, I promoted by my Arguments. 
“ Fortune fiad befriended her Vertue, in 
<c giving her a Perfon approv’d of by all, 
M as the mofi: accomplifh’d of Men, that 
“ when her Choice was fo publickly ap- 
“ prov’d, and their Love had grown up 
u with each other, their Tempers known as 

“ well 


& 
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“ well as Perfons, there cou’d not be any 
“ Doubt of a Happinefs, equal to what ever 
“ Imagination cou’d form. She therefore 
“ beg’d of me, if I woo’d not render my 
“ felf more odious, than the Rogues, to de- 
“ lift from fo vain and injurious a Difcourfe, 
“ and unbefitting indeed the Mouth of a 
“ Lady, that pretended to any Remains of 
“ Modefty or Honour. 


THIS was a terrible Shock to my Hopes, 
and I was puzzl’d to bring off my felf from 
any criminal Imputation, from a Vertue fo 
nice and fevere, as I found hers, at leaft 
fortify’d by a Love not yet arriv’d to En¬ 
joyment. 


“ MADAM, (faidl, with a bafliful Con- 
“ fufion) If what I have faid proceeded from 
*■ the Sentiments of my H^art, I fhou’d have 




tc 




Reafon to fear your Reproaches with Jtf- 
ftice $ fince, I confefs, they are not the 
Maxims of Youth, and unexperienc’d In- 
“ nocence and Vertue. But willing to drive 
away this hoftile Grief, that thus invades 
your Repofe, I attaqu’d it that way, that 
I thought moft effectual • for he that re¬ 
moves the Caufe, takes away the Effeft. 
I found Love, and Conftancy to the fce- 
lov’d Youth was the greateft Source of 

“ your 
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your Tears; coud I therefore have brought 
you to other Sentiments of Men, I bid 


Sorrow which 
vho have Evi 


my own 


and 


Greatnefs, to take up my Concern. But 
tho I have miftaken my firft Medicine, I 
hope a frefli Tryal may fupply that De- 
fed, when T apply one more agreeable to 
your Conititution. And that is only in 


your Conititution. 
ffiort to confider, 
a Grief fo impeti 


by giving Way 


m W 

prevent the Indulgence of Providence, 
and difappoint, by your Sorrows, the 


Joys 


ou defire. The Wheel o 
perpetual Revolution; by 
i unruly Rage .of Paffion 


+ . t-/ J J 

vert the happy Inue of your Affairs, 
which otherwife, in the Viciffitudes of 
Fate, woo’d enfue. To give your felf up 
to the difpofal of any Paffion, without 
the Diredion and Counfel of Reafon, is 
a Sin againft your Reafon, and your felf; 
and while you continue a Slave to that, 

you fuffer thofe Pains and Torments, which 
this wou’d foon deliver you from. Your 
Charms, your Beauties, your Health, your 
Life is your Lover’s, and you wrong him 
while you let any of them be empair’d by 


their Being; and there 


fort 
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“ fort of Falfhoo'd in frittering any Pafiioii 
“ to poffefs a Heart, that ought only to be 
“ full of Love. Now Love is all Joy and 
“ Rapture, it (inks and ..grows languid ini 
“ Sorrow, arid Mifery • fo that by indrilg* 
“ ing thefe, you prepare the way for the 
“ driving of Love quite out of your Heart. 
“ Think of this, and figh any longer if yoit 
“ can $ think of this, and drown your love- 
c ‘ ly Eyes in Tears, till they affume a Koftile 
“ red, if you think fit $ think of this, arid 
“ beat that downy Bofom, and heavenly. 
“ Face, with thofe fine Hands any more, if 
“ you have fo little Regard to him whofe 

“ Right to them is avow’d;. 


< • 


CAMILLA liften’d with much more 

* ♦ - • 1 1 • 

Pleafure, and Attention to this Difcourfe, 
than the former. . She immediately calm’d 
the Storm qf her Sigh's, and fhut up the 
Sources of . her Show’rs of Tears • and her 
Eyes now daft a more ferene and bright Shine, 
not yet free from a watry QAA.'Tmhavi 

vanquifh'd, Madam, fold fhe, the Obfiindcy of 

toy Wfg, and my BafdiriottiV Right to me has 
PonPrtO refrain the Rage of my Pajfion.; The 
ReafoUof' yoiiir Argument “net iod 

furprtzing , conveys, too witch S at is f Mi on ^ for 
toe to refifi ’ the Return of Repofe. ' I have d 
Confidence in my Imotenee, dnd Ajfurance in 


1 
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THE Banditti^ in the mean while, were 
gone opt in Quell of new Plunder, and no 
Body left to guard their Caftle, but the Old 
Woman, who then repairing to us, was not 
a little pleafed to find Camilla's Languifhment, 
and Tears fo well, remov’d,, and her Face 
difcover a Content fire little expected. Pro¬ 


viding therefore a final] Repaid for her Guefts, 
we fatisfy’d our Humour, and were left jo 
go to Bed together. I confefs the Opportu¬ 
nity was the Mother of a great deal of Plea- 
furs, and Fear. Camilla, undreffing her felf 
without Apprehenfion of being feen by a 
Man, difcover dfuch Beauties, as werefuffi- 
cient to fire an Hermit, if we fuppofe him 

poffefs’d with all that Stoical Indifference he 
pretends to. Her Breafts being fet at Liber¬ 
ty from the Prifon of her Stays, . feem’d like 
two beautiful Globes, firm and round, and 
frequently heaving with Thoughts of her 
Lover; her Skin was:.whiter than the fineft 

- J t % . « «• ' ' 

Barton Marble, but not of fo cold and uni¬ 
form a Colour $ the’ White of the Lilly, that 
e’ry where was feen, was fuffus’d with the 

if ^ ^ ^ , r ^ 

faint, but.warm Blufli of the Rofe$ her. Legs 
were moft delicately turn’d, and verify‘d 

the 
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the Promife of her Arms Her Hair, tow 
difhevel’d on her Shoulders, reach’d .down 
in loofe Ringlets to her very Wafte, filming 

like the pureft Gold. In fhort, Imagination 

cou’d not rife above her Perfe&ioh « and 

Mitring the Bed, (he feem’d a Prize worthy 
a God. Had Helen her Charms, ,it was no 
wonder, that the Greeks , and the Trojans, 
had contended for her with fo obftinate a. 
Fury. It was not long e’r I threw thy felf 
down by her fide $ tho fcarce able freely id 
breath, by the Excefs of the Pleafure of 
approaching fo much Beauty in fo advanta¬ 
geous a manner. However, tho my Defires 
were mounted to their Height, Fear mingled 
with my Thoughts, and her Prepoffeffioii 
for another, made me cautious of endea¬ 
vouring to gratify a Paflion, which requir’d 
greater Vertue, than I had learn’d in the 
Cardinal’s Family, to refift. While Defoe, 1 
and Prudence were contending within me. 
Sleep by the Cares and Fatigues of the pafii 
Day grown more ftrong^ had laid his Lead eh 

Scepter on the Eyes of CamUd. . I waited 
with Impatience to be fure that it was fo 5 
and firft gently prefs’d Her Arm, that was 
thrown quite over her Head, with foft gen-' 
tie Riflfes •= which failing to wake her,, I cou’d 
not forbear to proceed" farther!,, and throw- 

big afide the Cloaths, the Lamp in the Room 

Nj calling 
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cafting yet a full Light, I with a trembling 
Hand withdrew all the Linnen, that hid 
from my Eyes thofe fecret Beauties devoted 
to Bddimtti. I11 her Sleep flie had turn’d 
her felf on her Back, fo that I eafily view’d 
all her Naked Charms, and with Pleafure, 
and Tranfport,- let my amorous Hand and 

Lips wander over her Body. 

% 

- « • * 

s 

0 


NATURE cou’d not be controul’d at 


this Sight; it was impoffible, having been fo 

much as I had, not to venture for the Eafe 

/ 

of that Pain, which fuch Beauties had rais’d • 
yet ftill afraid to have all my Joys vanifti 
in her waking, I was careful not to yield to 
the Impulfe of my/Wifhes 3 but placing my 
felf as clofe as poiTible, I cou’d not help 
preffingmy Body to hers, till, on the hid¬ 
den, flie clafp’d me in her Arms, and not 
yet freed from the Chains of kind Sleep, flie 
mutter’d in broken Sounds, my dear Baldi- 


mti. Oh! the;Rapture, that enfuM this 

« « f ■ m m M « fl 


tender Embrace J - 3 nd how 


% 

stars, 


0 

double her drowfie 


& 


that 


ixwi ui wv ixw j 

might attempt fome fuller Satisfa&ion. Soft- 

.1 r 9 . 1 < « 


y therefore creeping on her lovely Bofotn, 
ind now approaching the very Haven of 
Jlifs, I perceiv’d her to waken, while with 
mperfeft Joy, I fpeedily Ihrunk to my Place, 

rafting gently over her the Cloaths of the 
kd, SHE 



SHE ask’d me what difturb’d me; and 

* * - * 

made me fo uneafy, as to wake her from fo 
pleafing a Dream } I complain’d of an Iil- 
nefs, that forc’d me from the Bed, and was 
forry it had wak’d her from her Repofe. And 
after a little Difcourfe we both feem’d to 
return to the Arms of Sleep. But I cou’d not 
yet compafs fo good a Relief from Defire's too 

troublefome near their fo powerful' Caufe. 

Again l renew’d the View, which only ferv’d 
to renew my Uneafinefs$ again ran over the 
Beauties I durft not attempt to enjoy. Again. 
I attempted what again I was depriv’d of. 
For juft as I thought my felf in the very 
Road to Blifs, and Sleep, the faithful Guar¬ 
dian of my Pleafures, kept her faft in his 
Arms, a fudden loud and clamorous Noife 
made me fly from the Arms of Camilla, who 
with it awak’d in a panick Fear and Trem¬ 
bling. The Agony I was in furnifh’d me 
with the eafy Means of counterfeiting the 
•like. Till hearing their Oaths, and Im¬ 
precations, we found it the Return of the 

Robbers to their Caftle. 

* 

AT their Prefence I was recall’d from 
my airy Vifions of Pleafnre, by Fear, to re~ 
fled how near my Folly had brought me to 
ray undoing $ fince from her Refentmen; 

N 5 an> ; . 




and the Barbarity of the Rogues, prefent 
Death was the leaft I had to expect 


r 


CHAP. Fir, 


In the Abfenee of 


Fantafto, and 

1 A 


Bfcape , and get ft 


the Old Woman their Guardian , Come wa 

* * • 1 i/ J 

pom the Caftle ^ but being met by the Rob 
bers , with opprobrious Language are drive) 


back 


find , at their Return 


Old Woman hanged by her own Hands. The ; 
cafi them into Chains , and deliberate of thei 
V uni foment , which is defend till the nex 

•If • ' -V * 

NLornim. 


T H E Banditti had rqet with a yigorous 

Oppofition, and, brought home feve- 
yal of their Gang pretty much wounded $ 
Whom, with their Plunder, leaving at home, 
the reft, having madp a kind pf running 
Banquet; went out again to fetch from a 
by Cave, where they had left it,, the Remains 

of their Prize. Fear , and Avarice of their 


to their 


Neighbour’s Goods, gave wings to their 
'journey':, for foon after Day-break they were 


all 




< * 


\ 


t 
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all return’d with their. Booty. They were 
fome Days before they thought of going 
abroad again, and fpent their Time'in Re¬ 
velling, and Eating, and making Difguifes 
for their future Adventures ^ but their Com¬ 
panions being now perfectly recovered, and 
all tir’d by an Inactivity in Roguery, which 

they were not accnftonfd to, they fet out, 
with their ufual Noife, and ConfuGon, leav¬ 
ing only at Home the Old Woman, a Horfe, 
they had lam’d iri their laft Expedition, and 
our felves. 


W HIL E Cam Ha a nd I, fome Hours af- 

7 v 

ter, fitting at a Loop-hole, or blind Window 
that furvey’d all the Precipice, heard fud- 
denly the Old Woman cry out in a pitiful 
manner $ it happen’d (he had left, by Chance, 
our Door open, and we both ran out to fee 
what was the matter. When we found her 
on the Ground, holding the Bridie of -the 
Horfe with all her force, who drag’d her 
about the Court. Camilla took the Hint 5 
Behold, faid flie, Fortune now offers an Op¬ 
portunity of. our Efcape, which we did not 
expeft. The Caftle js without Guard, the 
Old Woman too much bruifed by the Horfe 
to oppofe us, and the Beaft ready to receive 
us, to bear us from our Enemies. 


N 4 


WE 


4 



W E - flay’d not long to debate on the 
matter,. but wrefting the Bridle out of her 
Hand, with our utmoft Expedition we led 
him out of the Inclofure, and getting both 
on his Back, and- palling with Pain, and no 
fmall Danger down the Height of the Moun¬ 
tain, we pu&’d on our Journey with all the 
little (peed, the lame Creature eoifd make. 
While I was confidering our prefent Condi¬ 
tion, and what woifd be our Fate fhouM we 
again fall into the Hands of the Robbers, 
Camilla, was not lefs follicitous in herThoughts 
about our Safety, and Efcape, while fighing, 
and turning up her charming Eyes to Hea¬ 
ven — Oh f ye fupream Powers, (aid (lie, and 
thou, Oh ! Virgin Patronefs of my Youth , Oh ! 
now at length bring Help to your Votary in the 
great Extremity of her Affairs ! And thou , 0 
cruel Fortune ! ceafe thy barbarous Perfection 
of the Innocent , and let thy Fury ceafe its 
impetuous Rage • for fure thou art fuffciently 
glutted, with the Excefs of my Miferies pafi. 
And thou, mute Mhiifier of my Delivery, bear 
me fafe Home , refiore me to the dear Arms of 
my mourning Parents, and my beautiful Hnf 
hand, and Bucephalus fall be lefs famous 5 for 
there fall be no Bounds to the Honours PU 

K y the. or the Provender Pll allow thee. 



v 


? 
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THE Horfe, as if fenfible of the Bribe, 
that was offer’d, forgetting his Lamenefs, 
bore us briskly along till we came to a Place 
where three Ways met ^ uncertain which to 
take, by Ghefs we took that, which turn’d to 
the Right, as leading direftly to Camillas 
Father’s Houfe, tho much againft the Incli¬ 
nations of the Beaft, as if he had been fen- 
fible of what immediately happen’d. For 
we had not rode far, but we met, on full 
fpeed, a Party of the Gang, returning with 
their Prey. They knew us at a diftance, and 
full of a deriding Laughter call’d out to us:, 
Whither away fo fafl our good Guefis .<? What 
need you be in fuch Hajle } Are you not afraid 
of your Maiden-heads , travelling thus alone .<? 
Nor of the Goblins, and Fa'ries , that haunt 
thefe Woods , and By-ways ? And you my bajh- 
fid young Virgin , are you jlealing a Vi fit to 
your Barents ? Alas ! you are ignorant of the 
Way, let us be your Guards a gain si the Inju¬ 
ries of the Road , and conduit you the nearefi 

Way to your journey's end. 

* 

► 

A T this word feizing our Horfe’s Bridle, 
they turn us back again. Our Melancholly, 
and Grief may eafily be imagin’d at this fa¬ 
tal Difappointment' 5 and the very Animal 
that'carry’d us, feetn’d to partake of our 
Sorrow 5 for as if he had known-where he 

was 


« 
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was going his former Lamenefs returns, and 
he limp’d along in a moft flow, and difmal 
manner. What , fays he, fwho had*ftopt 
our Flight to the Horfe, laying about him 
moft unmercifully) do you begin your Old 
Tricks ? do thofe Feet of yours only know horn 
to file away s* but now when we met yon- 
you coitd equal the Flight of Pegafus, but 
now yon go homeward^ youd lofe the Race to a 
Snail. With thefe Words he renew’d the 
Blows, and drove us along before him, till 
now arriving at theCaftle Gate, we found on 
the Branch of a Cyprefs Tree, hung the 
pendulous Old Woman, now quite pa ft 
recovery, and dead. One of the Gang 
taking her down, tying her up in her own 
Haiter, threw her immediately down the 
Precipice without any concern 5 then putting 

us both into Chains, with ravenous Appetites 
they fell aboard the laft Supper, the Old 
Woman cou’d ever provide for them. 

4 4 m % 

* ' 

HAVING pretty well devour’d their 
Food, and the Edge of their Hunger 
vyell abated, they began to confider of 
our Puniftmient, and their Revenge. Va¬ 
riety of Opinions cou’d not be avoided in 
fo tumultuary an Affembly. The firft who 
deliver’d his Sentence, was for burning us 

■ Alive; the fecond for expoftng us to Wild 

Beafts 
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% 

Beafts } the third for hanging us5 . the 
fourth for having us expire in Torments $ 
but how differing in the manner,, the Votes 
of the whole Company agreed in Death. 
When all being now filent, one of the 
Gang began with a very demure and calm 
Countenance, in this manner. 




and taking out his Entrails , and Jlnppwg the 
Two Ladies naked, into the Horfe 

where having only their Heads out, the rejl of 
their Bodies frail be imprifond in his Carcafe. 
Then fix the fluff'd Beafi on a gravelly Stone 
againfi the mofi fervent Rays of the Sun. 
Thus will all endure what you have rightfully de¬ 
termin'd of all 5 the Horfe, the Death he has 
long ago merited , and they the biting of the 
Wild Beafis , when the Worms frail gnaw their 
live Bowels $ the Flames of burning, when the 
direct and furious Beams of the Sun (hall beat 
on their Heads ^ and the Gallows, and Tor¬ 
ments, when the Dogs, and Birds of the dir 
frail tear away their Eyes,' and their Entrails. 
In frort , to fum up the Account of their Tor¬ 
ments , alive they will enter the dead Body of the 
Beafi, the flench of whofe Carcafe will be a 
perpetual Nofegay to their Smell, and they fir all 
periflr piecemeal, and flarve with a lingring 

Fate, which they will have no Hands at Li¬ 
berty to hafien by a defperate Blow. 


THIS barbarous Speech was receiv’d 
with the general and noify Applaufe of the 
whole Gang, who not only clapp’d their 
Hands by way of Approbation, but fent 
forth a Volly of Huzzas at the end of his 
Speech. We had no reafon to doubt of our 

Fate the next Morning, and therefore refol¬ 
ded 
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don'd this Execution^ to ferve us hereafter at 
bed and at board . One raill be a fnfficicnt 
Iti(lance of your Juflicc, which will keep the 
Surviver fill in her Duty. The Propofal I 
make, I hope my Fellow-Soldiers , includes both 
Pleafure and Profit. 

THIS Propofal was but too agreeable to 
Men, who in the Luftyhood of their Youth, 
having long thrown off all Check of ,Con- 
fcience, had nothing to curb their headlong 
Defires: And I had that Hour been the Vic¬ 
tim of their Rage, on the difcovery of my 
Sex, and Camilla of their Luff, had not 
their Wine and Precedence confounded the 

Event. As all were agreed to the Rape,-- 
and the Murther, fo every one thought him- 
felf the worthieft to lead the way in the 

Lady’s Embraces. We were in Appearance but 
Two, and they above Fifty. In this difpute 
the Goblet went round, and as their Blood 

• t * « 

warm’d, the Conteft grew higher, and im¬ 
mediate Gonfufion had brought in Deftruc- 
tion, had not Philipizen&p one of'Authority’ 
among them, parted the Fray, and prevail’d 
with them to determine nothing of the mat¬ 
ter that Night in their Cups, but after kind 
Sleep had reftor’d their found Judgment, the 
Morrow might pat an End to their Contro- 

verfy y 
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verfy, either by the death of both Prifoners, 
or the Precedence decided by Lor. 


THIS moderate Advice of Philipiuno 
feemingreafonable,' they all fubmitted to his 
Opinion, and after fome Cops of Reconci¬ 
liation, each pigg’d to his Pallet 5 Camilla. 
and I faft chained, as we were left to fleep 
in our Cloaths, if Sleep vvou’d vouchfafe to 

make us a Vifit. The alteration of our For¬ 
tunes from bad to ten-times worfe, had ba- 
nifh’d all the Thoughts of thofe beautiful 
Vifions, I had entertain’d my felf .with the 
Night before : Sighs, Tears, and the chaft 
Kiflbres of fpeedy fellow .Sufferers wore out 
the Night, which fcarce afforded us the bro¬ 
ken Humber of a Moment for our Refrefh- 

• ^ 

raent. 
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The arrival of one of the Banditti with Scat v 
pilegia, whom they unanimoufly choofe for 
their Captain , after he has given an Account 
of his Exploits , and Robberies in the Alps, 
and in France. The caujc of the Ladies is 

reviv’d g he adjudges them to be fold to the 
Brothels of . Tuf ky. The Arrival of a 
Fryar , and his Account of his Love , and 
the Murthers he committed for it. The de- 
fruUion of the Banditti, and the delivery 

of Fantafio, W Camilla, by the admirable 

Strata fern of Baldinotti. 




♦ » 


i • • • } 

* • A 
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A S foon as the dusky fliades of Night 

were withdrawn, and the dawning 
Morning ifegan to brighten the Skyes, and 
the glorious Chariot of the Sun, mounting, 
aloft, had fpread his radiant Beams all a- 
round, one -of the Gang of Banditti arrives, 
as was plain from their mutual Joys, and 
fatisfa&ion. After firft Salutations he pull’d 
out a Thoufand Crowns for the Public 


Stock, which he having pillag’d from 
Travellers, as he allur’d them, had fow’d 
Hp in - his Cloaths for convenience, of 

Carriage' 



Carriage and fecurity from Difcovery. Ha¬ 
ving difpos’d of his Effefts, he began to en¬ 
quire after the reft of his Comrades* whom 
he found not then prelent, he was inform’d, 
that they were fallen in the Noble Exploits 
of their Vocation, with Honour and Glory. 
On which he perfuades them for a while to 
lay afide their No&urnai, and Diurnal Ex- 
curiions,and making a Truce with their Arms, 
to apply themfelves providently to the re¬ 
cruiting their thin Bands, and filling up thofe 
Numbers, which had been loft by the Fortune 
of War. That they ftiou’d confider, that a 
Company of frefh-water Soldiers, will require 
fome time to be perfect in Difcipline $ and 
that Threats and Force wou’d. lift fome, 
while others wou’d become Volunteers, if 
they knew but the means of finding Enter¬ 
tainment 5 and others might be won by 
Promifes, and Reward 5, that there were not 
a few, who hating their fervile Life, un¬ 
der the Tyranny of their Lords, or their 
Mafters, wou’d with.Joy join themfelves to 
their Gang. , That he had for fome time, 
convers’d with a young Fellow in the Flow¬ 
er of his Youth, tall in his Perfon, vaft in 
his Body, and ftrong in his Li mbs, and had 
prevail’d with him, to' apply his Hands* 5 
grown dull and heavy for want of ufe,- to a 

more beneficial, and provident Office $ that 

0 .he" 
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he wou’d enjoy, while he can, the advan¬ 
tage of good Health 3 and debafe not his 
Robuftnefs, and Vigour to the manuring of 
Dirt, which was given him, to wreft the ill- 
gotten Treafures of the Wealthy from their 
Impious Hands. 


THIS Difcourfe feem’d highly reafon- 
able to the Company, who by a general 
Vote, depute the Perfon, who had been dif- 
courfing, for the young Fellow he had men¬ 
tion’d, refolving by the firft means they cou’d. 
to fill up their Number, Having for fome 
time withdrawn, he return’d, bringing with 
him a Lufty and Beautiful Youth, whofe 
Chin was but juft cover’d with the very 
firft Down, excelling all the Company in 
Perfon, and Height 3 for befides the propor¬ 
tionable Bulk of his Body, his Head lifted 
it felf up above all the Reft. But his 
graceful Body was but half cover’d over 
with Rags of various Colours, and forts 5 
his Breaft and his Belly was thickeft cloath’d 
with Patches, and Rags. Coming into the 
Company with’ a Boldnefs undaunted, thus 
addrefs’d hirafelf to them. 


“ All hail! ye brave Clients, and Com- 
a panions of Mars ! and now my faithful, 
“ and loving Fellow-Soldiers, Ihope you re¬ 
ceive 
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‘‘ ceive a Mind refolv’d, and bold into j r our 
“ Brigade, with as much Joy as I join my 
“ felf to that. I am a Man, Gentlemen, 
c ‘ who had rather take a Wound in mv Bo- 

. J 

dy, than a Purfe in my Hand : One, 

“ that wou’d go with pleafure in the Face 

“ of that Death, which is fo terrible to 
“ others. Think me not poor, or abjeft, 
“ nor form your Opinion of me by the 
1 ‘ Appearance I make^ nor judge of my 
“ Virtues by my Patches. For I have been 
“ at the Head 'of a formidable Band, and 
“ have laid Wafte, whole Provinces of 

“ France. I am a Robber of no little Fame 

% 

“ about the Alps , and tho a Native of Na- 
“ pies, the French have been fenfible of the 
“ Terror of my Arms. I am that Scarpile- 
“ gia, at whofe very Name, whole King- 

“ doms have trembled. 

♦ 

“ I derive an hereditary Virtue from my 
“ Father, the- great Bonaccorft. , a Thief of 

“ Illuftrious Memory ; for, nourilh’d in 
“ Human Flood, and brought up in the 
“ very Tents of the Banditti , I prov’d the 
“ Heir, and Rival of !my Father’s Virtue. 
“ But Fate, that bears an Arbitrary Sway 
“ over fall Human Things, by a capricious 
“ Turn, has rob’d me, not only of my 

“Wealthy Acquifitions, but of -all my No- 

O 2 ble 
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“ ble Companions, who lov’d me as a Bro- 
“ ther, rever’d me as a Father, and obey’d 
“ me as a Commander. Fluff'd with a long 
<c feries of fuccefs, vve thought nothing 
“ ought to ftand againfi: our Aifaults. But 
“ I muft tell you all things in their due 
11 Order. 

- i 

“ THERE was a Man eminent in the 
4 ‘ French Court for his Dignity and Offices, as 
“ well as the (hare he had in the favour of the 
“ King. Great Power contracts Envy, andMa- 
“ lice,manag’d with Cunning, and Addref$,of- 
“ ten undermines the moft Politic, andFortu- 
iC nate. By Means of fuch as thefe, this No- 
46 ble Perfon was thrown from the favour of 
the King, and fent into Baniffment. His 
“ Wife, a Woman of uncommon Fidelity, 
t£ and Angular Modefty, (the Mother of Teh 
“ Children ) contemning the Luxury of Pa- 
“ m, and the Court, went the Companion 
“ of his Exile, and Mate of his Misfortune, 
“ in the difguife of a Man, cutting off her 
“ fine long Hair, and fowing into - her 
“ Cloaths the beftof her Jewels, intrepid in 

the midft of his Guards with their Naked 

* • % 

“ Swords, not only {haring in all his Dan- 
“ gers, but ever preferving a watqjiful Eye 
“ o’r his Safety, fuftaining with more,,than a 

w Mafeuline Courage, the day ly Fatigues ffe 

“ was- 
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44 was oblig’d to undergo. After (he had 
“ now paft the difficulty of many days Jour* 

“ ney, (he with her Husband lay at a Vil- 
“ lage near Antibes , where we ventur’d to 
44 make them a Vifit in the Night, and bear 
« away all that they had of Rich, and pre- 
“ cions with them $ but not without much 
44 Hazard, and Danger. The Lady was a- 
44 larm’d at the firft noife we made of breaking 
“ the Chamber-Door 5 Ihe fill’d the whole 
“ Houfe with her Clamour and Noife, cal- 
“ ling to the Soldiers, and her Servants, by 
“ Name, and fummoning the Neighbours 
“ to come to their Affiftance 5 but whether 
“ Wine or Fear, retrain’d them I know not, 
“ we got off clear without any damage. 

“ IM M E DI AT E L Y the Pious Lady (for 
<4 Truth muftbe fpoken) Angular in Fidelity, 
“ and gracious in good Arts, returning to 
“ Court, apply’dher felf to the King, and ob- 
“ tain’d a fpeedy return for her Husband 
44 to France , and his former Favour, with a 
“ full Power to revenge our Affault. r n 
44 fhort, Lems wou’d not that the glorious 
44 Band of Scarpilegia fhou’d^ continue, and 
44 fo it immediately found a fatal period 5 fo 
<f much can even the Nod of a mighty Prince 
44 perform. The whole Party being there- 

fore furrounded by Soldiers, were cut to 

^ ft t ~\* 

Q 3 “ Pieces, 
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“ Pieces? I only eleaping the grilly Jaws of 

“ Death, by Stratagem, more than Bravery, 
il in this manner I had juft time to drefs 
“ my feif in a Country Woman’s Apparel, 
“ and fitting on a Mule loaden with Wheat- 
<s ftraw,I pafs’d thro the hoftile Bands, for ta- 
king we for a poor trading Woman,my Face 
being then not cover’d with the leaft Down 
‘‘ .to betray tlie Impofture, they let me pafs 
'freely through all their Troops Nor' did 
‘‘ I Iofe any thing of my Paternal or pro- 
<s per Glory, but rode through the Points 

i( of my Enemy’s . Swords, with the higheft 
Confidence and Intrepidity. But hid un- 
der the Fallacy of a Habit not my own, 
<£ by attacking the Villages, and Country 
Seats, I made fhift to pick up a tolerable 

‘ 4 Viaticum. 


: « TRAVELLING through the Heart 
11 France, I came into Picardy , and purchafing 
“ Handfome and Cavalier Accoutrements, 


it 

a 

if 

if 

4 


if 


fine 


and Fufee 
that leads 


* 

much 


quented by the Englifh that reforted 


Metropolis 
Breeding 


The manner 


this Pafiage, is either' in the 
the Meffenger, or the Sa(h*marii 


The 
; laft 
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being 


Affault, and the 


ii Coaches were generally tOo well ami’d 
i<. for one Man’s Attaque. Howl manag’d 
the other, you Ilia 11 heat by one Adven- 

ture. There were at this time with the 

* % 

« Mefienger about ‘Fifty Hbrfe, e’ry one of 
a which, give him fuch a Price for Provifi- 

« on, and Horfes, betwixt Calais and Pans y 
« fome Miles on this hde .feulloin. 1 join’d 
« my felf to them, and found them all 
“ arm’d with Piftols before them. However 

« I wasrefolved, not to let them pafs with- 


that 


mg 


“ fet Spurs to my Hotfe, and in a Minute 
“ was got a quarter of a Mile from them, 
“ when turning about, and ‘cocking my 
“ Fufee y I told them, they muft either put 

‘‘ me down in fuch a Place, their Two Pi- 

$ • ^ 

‘‘ ftols a piece, or I wou’d flioot among 
“ them. At firft, they look’d on me with 
“ a fcornful fmile, that cou’d prefume, that 
“ Fiftv fuch brave Fellows fhou'd be rob’d 


<( 


by One Man; but 
Piece among then 


ving difcharg’d my 
turning tity Horfe’s 


“ Head, I was in a Moment at too great a 
“ diftance for their Piftols to reach me, and 
“ too well mounted, to fear they cou’d fa 

“ much , as purfue me with fuch wretched 


O4 


Jades 



M Jades, as the Meflenger generally furnifhes 
“ his Travellers with, charging my Fufee 
“ again, and riding up to them, not yet 
“ able. to bring them to yield to my De T 
f* mands, I {hoot the fecond time among 
them, and wound Tome in their Legs, and 

f‘ others in their Thighs ^ for I (hot with 
“ Five of Six Plugs at a time. Thus I re- 
“ new’d my Demands, and Execution, till 
?.* confulting among themfelves, abont the 
**. inequality qf the Fight, in which, while 
“ they all lay expos’d to my Fire, they cou’d 
“ none of them do me any Harm : They 
‘‘ agreed to lay down two Piftols a Man, 
<* which when they were rid far enough 
u from the Place, I alighted, and took up, 
“ Then like an Arrow from a Bow, I fliot 
** my felf into the Woods. 


“ THIS daring Exploit alarm’d, the 
Country 5 fo difpohng of my Horfe, and 
“ Accoutrements, I purchafed thefe Rags, 

“ and by long and painful Journeys got 
“ into Italy, and every where improving 
“ my Time, I at laft fell into the Noble 
“ Acquaintance, who introduc’d me to this 
u Valorous Society. 


THEN unbinding his Patches, and his 
Rags, he laid down before them above two 

' -■ : Thoufand 

* 
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Thoufand Crowns in Gold, Behold, fa id 
he, I offer my felf for your Leader, if you 
think fit, and this fmall Parcel of Money, as 
a Donative on my Inauguration 5 alluring 
you, that in a little Time, I will make this 
Stonerhoufe of yours all of pure Gold. 

* * 1 4 

\ 

THERE was no Delay in their Refolu- 

tions, nor Debate of the 'Matter, but all 
/ ^ 

with one. Voice pronounce him their Cap¬ 
tain $ bringing inftantly to him a Noble Suit 
of Cloaths. Being thus reform’d in his Drefs, 
and feated on their Throne, they perform his 
Inauguration, with folemn quaffing plentiful 
bowls. They begin his Reign with an In¬ 
formation againft us, and a particular Ac¬ 
count of the feveral Punifhments propos’d 
for our Offence of endeavouring our Elea pe. 

He demanding to fee us, he was condLifted 
into our Chamber, where turning ffiort, and 
throwing up his Npfe in Contempt, he de¬ 
parted again. And being once more feated 
in his black Chair of State, he began in this, 
manner, : 
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ejj>txially in a Government of Violence , and 
depending on the Will, that Severity is the 
fafejl Maxim to go upon-. Tet I fihoidd fin 
againjl my Honour, and your Confidence in me, 
and ever he haunted by the Stings of an ill 
Confidence, fijoidd I hide , or conceal any thing, 
that I have the leafi Reafion to think may he. 
beneficial to our Society. 1 fkall therefore , mofi 
earnefily defire you to be throughly convinc’d oj 
a Truth fio inviolable, that I have the Will to 
be, to my Power , fierviccable to your Caufie j 
Tohich to fiupport I vcoVd let out all the Blood 
in thefie Veins 3 and you may befides, if my 
Advice prove 7iot agreeable, at lafi have Re- 
cotirfc to the Horfie. 

•• y * ' 

# 
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m •> 

did I curfe my Fear and my. Folly, in lofing 
fo charming an Opportunity of Polfeffion • 
when by her Conduft, I found the fnrprize 
might have prov’d as agreeable to her, as it 

had formerly done to Therefa, 

• 6 

♦ 

. % • 

AFTER, a little Paufe to hear their 
Refolves, the young Leader thus began a- 
gain. This Day being the Firfl of my for¬ 
tunate Advancement , let its my Fellow Soldi¬ 
ers , indulge it to Joy ; and over our Liquor, 
well confult how to fill up our Squadron the 
mofi fpeedy and effeBtial way. And 1 doubt 
not , but foon ' to have fo powerful a Brigade, 
as fall make the Adjacent Country fland in 
awe of 11s 5 great Monarchy sernow having had 
lefs promijing Beginnings. If your Stores of 
Wine, and Provi/ion be low , make a Draught 
of Ten of your Company, and marching to the 
next Village, I doubt not to bring you Wine 
and good Food in abundance . They pick out 

ten of the ftouteft among them, and mount¬ 
ing their Horfes, and taking their Arms, they 
follow’d their Leader with aflurance of fuc- 

I 

cefs in their Eyes. 

# ' 

THIS Party being' gone, while the reft 
make up a good Fire, and put all their U- 
tenfils in order for their Feaft, there comes 

to the Gate of the Caftle, a lufty young 

Fellow 

r 


1 
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Feliow drefs’d in the Habit of a Fryar, and 
defires admittance, about Bufinefs of Impor¬ 
tance to their fervice. He being fingle cou’d 
give them no Fear 5 being therefore admit- 
ed, he addrefs’d himfelf to the Company in 
this manner. 

I 

V 

♦ 

* 

“ THO Gentlemen, I’m a Granger to 
“ your Perfons, your Fame has drawn me 
“ hither from Parts fomething diftant, with 
“ an ambitious Defire of uniting my felf to 
“ Heroes fo noble, and fo ufeful to my 
Revenge, and my Profit. Yes, Gentlemen, 
‘‘ I fhall ftiew yon, that I (hall be yours in 

‘‘ the fecurefi: Band of common Intereft. 
Know then, that I, am a FrancifcanFryar^by 
my Profeffion, for fuch my ’ Parents were 
t‘ pleas’d to make me. I liv’d in a Convent 
‘‘ of ours, in the pleafant Country of Cam- 
pattia Felix. Not far from thisConvenf, 
‘‘ liv’d a Gentleman of fome Quality, and 
‘‘ Wealth, whofe Avarice wou’d not allow 
“ him Servants in proportion to his Eftate, 
<{ and Degree 5 the only good Qualities I 
14 know he had, was a Beautiful Young 
“ Wife, and a Biggotry to our Order 5 to 
“ which he was very, beneficial, in Hopes 
“ by that means to have a large (hare in 
48 our good Works, and our Falls, and our 

“ Prayers • but thofe were a Merchandize 

“ our 


V 
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“ our Convent ne’r dealt in. Among the 
“ many jolly Fryars of our Houfe, he was . 
« pleas’d to have a particular regard to me, 

“ making choice of me for his Confeffbur, 

“ giving me full Power, and Authority over 

“ his Family. , c , 

% 

• 9 

*> — 
l 

tc THIS cnrfed Benefit which he be- 

u ftow’d was the caufe of my Ruine, which 
« nothing can repair but my admiflion into 
* £ your Society, in which I dare venture as 
far as any Man of you all. But to pro- 
“ ceed in my Story. This Gentleman had 
a Wife the moft Beautiful of her Sex, and 
“ her Charms receiv’d no fmall Addition 
“ from her Modefty. But what avail’d her 
« Vertues, they only added Fewel to my 
«: Fire, till unable any longer to bear a 
“ Torture fo unfupportable, as the violence 
“ of Love ill the mid ft of Defpair, I re- 
“ folv’d by the firft Law of Nature, to 
feek firft my own Prefervation 5 and fince 
“ 1 con’d not live, without poffefTmg this 
“ charming Wife of my Patron, I was re- 

“ folv d, no Con(ideration,or Obftacle, (hou’d 
‘‘ hinder my Embraces. 

M FATE one day propitious to my 
“ Vows, led me to this Houfe, when the 
“ Husband was abfent, and deftgn’d to be 

“ fo 
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“ fo two or three Days, as his Lady, on 
“ my Enquiry, inform’d me, telling me, that 
“ if I wanted any thing with him, flie wou’d 
“ fend a Meffenger to call him back. I 
“ was not fo delirous of his Return$ but 
“ quite diftrafted in my Thoughts, I cou’d 
“ not conceal my confufion from her Eyes, 

“ but retiring into a Court of the Fioufe, 

“ where walking with the fame Agitation 
“ of Body, as I had in my Mind, (he fent 
“ one of her Maids to me, to know if I 
“ wanted any thing ^ I told her I di'd• and 
“ leading her to a private Corner, with my 
“ Dagger hid in my Sleeve, in a Moment 
“ without Noife I difpatched her : In the 
u mean while, a Tenant of the Gentlewo- 
“ man’s entring the Court on Horfe-back, 
“ with the Rent of his Farm, and as foon as 
“ he alighted paid his Devotion to me, 
“ when inftead of a Bleffing, I ftab’d him 
“ to the Heart through the Back, and dif- 
“ poling him out of the way, I lock’d the 
“ Caftle Gate againft any more fuch Intru- 
“ ders. The Lady wondring her Maid (laid 
“ fo long, fent another to enquire after 
“ her : I anfwer’d her Query by the 
“ fame (ilencing Dagger, and laid her with 
‘‘ her fellow-Servant. 

" NONE now being left in theHo.ufe 
w but'the Ladv, and my felf, I went direft- 

“ Iv 
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cc 


CC 


iC 


tt 

‘‘ and muffin Juftice reward all ray Sufferings," 
4 ‘ by yielding to my Embraces- Surpriz’d 
t£ at my difcourfe, and not crediting her 
“ Ears, or doubting my Reality, (he re- 


ly.to her, and told her, that I had long 

m « • • - ______ O 


but unable 


Paffion 


when 




CC 


cc 


cc 


a 


iC 


u 


cc 


cc 


cc 


CC 


ply’d in this manner. Good Father 
perfuaded , (Taid Ihe) that were I fo 

inclin’d, you wan’d he the firjl tha 

accuCe my Impiety, I affur’d her 


/ 


tC inclin’d , you won’t 

“ accufe my Impiety, 


her 


and that nothing couM giv 


days Life without her. To convince her 
Incredulity, I defir’d her to walk.down 
into the Court, to fee what the fury of my 
Love had perform’d. This fight had fo 


5 


able 


get into the Houfe 5 when falling on a 
Chair, (he was fome time in a Swoon 5 but 
coming to her felf, I bid her not be afraid, 
that her Beauty was her protection, and 


“ merited 


Helen 


a Thoufand 


CC 


cc 


cc 


cc 


fuch bloody Sacrifices. Nothing can pro¬ 
voke my Hand to do you any Violence, 
but your obftinate Refiftance of my De- 
fires. 


" WITH that, pulling off my Upper 
* Habit, I took off a fhorter, which I gave 

“ to 
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« 

“ to the Lady, bidding her with the utmoft 
“ difpatch put it on, leaft any bad Accident 
“ Ihou’d rob me of that Nights joys in her 
“ Arms. Fear made her obey me, and be- 
“ gin to undrefs her Head, but in fo dila- 
“ tory a manner, as fhew’d die hop’d to gain 
“ time till fome-body fhon’d come to her 

“ Refcue^ but her fine Length of Hair hanging 
“ now down her fhoulders, I was oblig’d to 
“ cut it off with my own Hands, fince unfit 
“ for the Cover (he was to wear Now ftript 
“ to her Ihift, I cou’d not but prefs .her 
“ charming Body, tho with fome ftruggle, 
“ and had not fear of Interruption, and a 
“ defire of a more full and perfeft Enjoy- 
“ ment prevented my immediate pleafure, I 
“ had not been now without any fatisfa&ion 
“ for all I had done to compafs it. But 
“ dreading a furprize, T. foon cloath’d her 
“ in the lefs Habit, like a Novice of our 
“ Order, and clapping my own on again, 
“ and taking in my Hand a long Pole for 
“ ufe and defence, I forc’d her from her 
“ Houfe, for fear of the fame Fate her 
“ Maids and Tenant had met with. 


“ THUS got free from the Houfe, and 
“ out into the Road without any fufpicion, 
“ it was my ill Fate to take that very Road 

:c to our Convent, by which her Husband, 

P and 
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t‘ got up to me I leapt up on my Feet, and 
received him with my Pole, bringing the 
“ la(V of my Antagonifts to the Ground 5 
“ who being difpatched, I might fecurely 
“ march off with my Prize 5 but hd being 
down, and I upon him juft ready to ftrike, 
<c being very ftrong, he embrac’d me fo 
“ hard in his Arms, about the Wafte, that I 
“ had no force left to hurt him, or even to 
“ hold the Dagger in my Hand, which 
11 falling to the Ground, his Wife fnatch’d 
“ up, and gave me feveral Stabs, till turn- 
“ bling down backwards, I cry’d out for 
“ Mercy, acknowledging all I had done for 
u her fake. 

“ H E was not willing to kill me on the 

“ Spot, but referve me to a Death more 
“ Public and Infamous 5 fo fending home his 
“ Wife to call her Out-Servants, he ftaid to 
“ watch me till they came, and convey’d me 
“ to the Prifon in the City of Capua ; upon 
“ Examination I own’d all the Fad, and 
“ too openly avowing my Approbation of 
M what I had done, the Inqueft went fo far, 

“ that a difcovery was made, and the Faff; 

“ plainly prov’d in the Court, that every Fry- 
“ ar in our Convent, had fome Man’s Wife 
“ or Daughter, in the Habit of a Novice, 
“ to folace himfelf with at his Pleafure. 

P 2 “ So 
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“ So the Whores being difmifs’d, by a Ty- 
rannic Sentence we were all confin’d to our 

Convent, and that fill’d full of Combofti- 

“ ble Matter, and then fet on fire about our 
« Ears, with large Guards of Soldiers, and 
“ People that furrounded us to hinder our 
u Efcape. 


<£ 

« 
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THERE was in the Cellar a convey¬ 
ance of Water which went under ground, 
to a pretty large Fountain in the next 
Wood, I only of all the Fraternity thought 
of this little Appearance of hope, either 
out of defpair of deriving any Benefit 


from it, or by a Forgetfulnefs in the Con- 


fufion they were in by the near approach 
of Deftru&ion. I made with all fpeed to 
this only hope, and it happen’d, that the 
Spring being then low, the Stream was 
pretty (hallow, but., yet with the utmoft 
Difficulty, and fcarce with Life, I got to 
the Fountain, and fo to the Wood. 

Where retting till L was a little recover’d, 

and the Dusk of the Ev’ning grew on, 
with thofe Jewels and Money, I had rifl’d 
from the Altars, I made my way direftly 
towards thefe Mountains, hoping there at 
lead: to continue unknown, till a happyer 
Opportunity of making my Efcape. But 
hiding in a Neighbouring Village, your 

“ Fame 
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“ Fame at once came to my Ears, and gave 
“ me frefh hope of my beautiful Miftrefs, 

“ and aijiple revenge on the Villain her 
“Husband. I dare lead’you out to infalli- 
“ ble Conqueft, a lone Houfe ill defended 

“ by Servants, having none but.Two Maids, 

“ and a Man that lie within it, and plenty-: 

“ fully furnifh’d with Silver and Gold 5 of 
“ which I demand no fhare for my Pains, 

“ the Profit be yours, and the Glory, and 
** the Woman only be mine. 

* > 

• p 

% 

B Y that time the Fryar had ended his 
Story, and been welcom’d by the Gang, 
who were not a little pleas’d with his bloody 
Narration, and that their Tribe was now 
fan&ifi’d with a Father of.the Church, the 
Leader and his Party return victorious, 
bringing in whole Borrachios of Wine, and 
Droves of Cattle 5 and with them a poor 
Old Fellow, who feem’d to be their Owner, 
and deplored his Lofifes with fo emphatic.a 
Grief, that might well perfuade us of the 

reality of the Caufe. 

1 

* 

THE Leader entring,told his Comrades,that 
ftaid behind,ofdefigning to plunder the Neigh¬ 
bouring Village, good Fortune had thrown 
this Ola Fellow in their way with all, that they 
wanted for prefent Enjoyment. Then turn- 

P 5 ing 
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ingtothe Old Man, with a Volly of Oaths 
at his Sorrows,bid him leave off grieving, un- 
lefs he had a mind to take a Trip dpwn the 
Precipice 5 giving him hopes however, that 
if he aflifted, with Alacrity, at this lingular 
Feftival, he might hope for his Liberty on 
the Morrow. 


ALL Hands fall to work, ani the Fryar 
being introduc’d to, and receiv’d by the 
Captain, undertook to be the chief Cook 5 
wherefore all things being now ready, they 
fall to their Dinner, doubly prepar’d by 
good Drefling, and good Stomachs. Ton 
ought not, my Brothers, to take me for your 
Leader in Expeditions abroad, but for your 
-DireUor in your Pleafures at home. Sit to 
your Difbes, and Glajjes , while 7, being Major 
Domo, fee every thing done, and fertfd in in 

Order. This faid, he apply’d himfelf to the 
Matter with fo good an Addrefs, that he 
gave them a double Gufto to his Preparati¬ 
ons, he Broils, and Fryes, and draws out 
their Wine, and gives e’ry thing fo go'od a 
Relilh, that the Rogues never were fo nobly 
regal’d in their Lives. 


W E were plac’d in the Ritchin, whither 

he fo frequently repairing for the bufy dif- 

charge of his Office, he had the Opportunity 

of 
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of giving us both Vi&uals, and Wine, of 
which I obferv’d, he never gave us any. but 
he tafted. Camilla difcover’d a pieafure in 
receiving ev’ry thing from him; andiat laft, 
defiring to kifs her, (he met his tranfported 
Lips half the way. Which, with what I had 
formerly obferv’d, gave me an entire difguft 
to Camilla. What, fa id I to my felf, have 

you already forgot the Nuptials you fo lately 
doated on, and the Man, the Lofs of whom, 
feem’d to give your Heart fo many Pangs .<? 
and who languijhes for you with fo unequal'd a 
Love. And can you prefer this Bloody Affaf 
fme, this barbarous Stranger to the Husband , 
provided for you by your tender Father, and 
Mother ? Does not thy Confcience give thee a 
fecret Gripe for a Faljhood fo monjlrous, and 
unheard of} And are you fa abandon'd, as to 
be pleas'd to play the Whore among Swords 


and Muskets ! 


But while my Mind was 


thus full of Refentment againft Camilla, and 
the whole Sex, I by chance made a difcove- 
ry, which reftor’d me my Eafe 5 for by fome 
Words I overheard paft betwixt them, I 

found that this was not Scarpilegia the Ban¬ 
ditti,-the Robber, as he feemd, but the real 
Baldinfitfi, the betroth’d of Camilla. And 
now having- no dread' of my pre-fence he 
deliver’d -himfelf more clearly, faying to her, 
Be of r goodchear my Jweef Camilla, for you 


P4 


JhaU 


» 


* 
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jhall in a few Minnies have all thefe your 
Enemies in Captivity. Thus mingling a fopo- 

riferous Potion in their Liquor, they being 
already pretty full of the Creature, they were 
all fail: afleep, but the Old Fellow that 
waited, the Fryar that Cook’d, and the Ban¬ 
ditti that had introduc’d Baldinotti for their 
Leader. 

WHILE the Fryar, and the other Two 
bound all the Rogues, Baldinotti and Camil¬ 
la dew into one anothers Arms, and the heat 
of the firft Ecftafie being over, he told her 
that ever (nice flie had been ravilh’d from 
him, he had been contriving this happy de¬ 
livery; that the Banditti who introduc’d him 

had been a Servant in his Family, and cor¬ 
rupted by Evil Company, he had fain info 
the Gang; but lying in wait, he furpriz’d 
him, and on affurance of his Pardon, and a 
handfome Provifion, he had promis’d to do 
what*he had perform’d; however for fear 
he fliou’d not be fincere, he had engag’d his 
Friend Coftagnti to come without his Know¬ 
ledge in the manner he had done, having 
form’d that bloody ftory meerly to:render 
him more agreeable to the Rogues: Who 
now being all faft bound, Baldinotti, Co- 
ftaguti , the Old Servant (whom he had or¬ 
der’d to be there ready to be takeh) and the 

: Penitent 


penitent Banditti took care of us both, and 
the Cargo of Money that belong’d to him- 
felf, and convey’d us all to Fundi , to his 
Houfe. The whole City on Notice like one 
Man, came out to meet us, with Votive 
Oblations for the fafe Return of Baldinotti , 
and his Miftrefs^ the Pomp was made up 
of both Sexes, and all Ages 5 her Parents ran 
firfl: to catch her in their Arms, fucceeded 
by her Relations, and Friends, and Follow¬ 
ers, Joy in e’ry Eye riding triumphant, and 
Tranfport fpreading over every Face. 

% 

WHILE Camilla was in her Nuptial 

Apartment, carefs’d and welcom’d by her 

Friends, Baldinotti , and a detachment from 

the Magiftrates, march’d back to the For- 
treffes of the Banditti, whom they found 
fatter yet bound in the Chains of the Wine, 
than thofe they had confin’d them to before 
their departure. Their Prizes brought forth, 
and ev’ry thing produc’d, the Rogues 
thrown fome down the Precipice by Baldi¬ 
notti, and others beheaded with their own 
Swords, all the Beads they had there being 
loaden with the Fruits of their Rapine, 
they all return’d by midnight to Fundi. 
The Treafures of the Rogues being deliver’d 
to the cnftody of the Public, and the honed 
Banditti forgiv’11, and rewarded Baldinotti 
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having took his Good-Night df his Bride, 
went to Bed, in order to rife the next day, 
to take full pofleffion of his belov'd Ca¬ 
milla. 


CHAP. IX. 

f 

„ \ 

+ I 

Frefh Troubles of Fantafio, aatd his Flight 
from Fundi, in a Cheft. The Story of 
Julia GGnzaga, with Barbarofla, and-4he 
Duke of Mantua. Fantafio’/ Arrival at 
' Malfi, and pajfage to the Honfc of Camil¬ 
la’/ Tenant ^ a great Witch in the High 
lAountain call'd Monte Marfo. 

* f 

* 

♦ « 

J SHALL not detain you with a tedious 
defcription of the Pomp, and Solemnity 
■of the Marriage of the Two Lovers. Let it 
fuffice, that the Nuptial Knot the next day 
was'ty’d in the Cathedra) Church, whithei*, to 
my misfortune, I attended her 5 being re¬ 
turn’d home, and the magnificent Dinner 
being- over, and the happy Lovers trium¬ 
phing with mutual Joy, on their paft For¬ 
tunes, in an Inner-Room, I happen’d on feme 
occafion to pafs into another, that fac’d the 

Quadran- 
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Quadrangular Market-place, and to ray no 
fmall terror, heard the Publick Cryer of the 

Town under the very Window, declaring a 
Reward of Two Hundred Crowns for any one 
that woud difcover , one Signor Fantafio, 
a Dwarf to Cardinal Cantelmi, fed from him 

in Womans Cloaths of fuch a Colour , and Silk , 
provided , he he deliver'd fafe into the Cardi¬ 
nal’s Hands. 

% 

THIS was an Alarm too dreadful, ter 

Jf 

leave me any room for my fhare of the pub¬ 
lic Joy of the Day. I had been. feen at the 
Cathedral in the very Cloaths, I had heard 
of the Cardinal’s Refentment, and was too 
fenfible of what force a Reward fo confider- 

ft 

able wou’d be, on the Minds of fo many as 
muft have feen, and obferv’d me 5 all which 
concurring Dangers,fcarce left me anyProfpeft 
of Safety from the Pow’r and Diligence of 
my Purfuers 5 not doubting but that my 
Apprehending wou’d be as certain, as my 
Death wou’d be after it. 

* 4 

% 
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I HAD on my right Cheek a fmall 
blufhing Mole, not very unlike a Wood- 
Strawberry, which being by , the Cryar as 
particularly deferib’d as my Cloaths, I.cou’d 
not long expeft to remain undifeover’d. 
AH the Glimps of Comfort that I had, was, 

that 
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that the Authority of Baldinotti in the Town, 
might afford a kind Interval from the In- 
fults of a People covetous of the Reward. 
Neceflity therefore compelling me to make 
an entire confidence of my whole Affair to 

Camilla , I refolv’d to lofe not one Moment 
before I fought her Protection in my Di- 
ftrefs. 

THE Houfe had been too bufy in the 
Pomp, and Preparations of the Nuptial-day, 
to hear, or mind any thing of the Cryer. 
Full of fear, and concern I enter’d her Room, 
and found her in the Lap of her Bridegroom 5 
for their Love was too ftrong, to fuffer the 
Jeaft feparation or diftance. I made an 
Apology to the Happy Lovers, for prefuming 
to interrupt their dearer fatisfaftion, by beg¬ 
ging Camilla's Ear for a Moment, on Bufi- 
nefs of the laft confequence to my Affairs. 
She left Baldinotti's Arms with all the Grace 
in the World, while fhe made her Love 
give place to her Civility 5 and retir’d ftrait 
with me to her Cabinet. Where I told her, 
as briefly as poffibly I cou’d, the whole Story 
of my paft Life, all the Adventures I had 
met with, and the prefent diftrefs my ill 
fate had reduc’d me to 5 and throwing my 
felf at her feet, I implor’d her Pardon for 
not letting her know me before, and her 

Proteftiop 
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Protection, and Afliftance in my immediate 
Efcape 5 that if the Necefiity. of my For¬ 
tune, had compel I’d me into any Crime, 
which I coil’d not with Prudence have a- 
voided, the was too Generous and Good, to 

exercife her Refentment on a Wretch alrea¬ 
dy undone. 

CAM ILL A refle&ing what had pad 
betwixt us, and what I had feen, and how 
near the fame Bed had admitted me to hen 
blufli’d all over with fo charming a Con¬ 
dition, that doubly heighten’d her Beauty and 
Modefty. But, coniidering the Neceflity 
that oblig’d me to fecrefy, and the Conti¬ 
nence which for all (he knew, I perfectly 
preferv’d, and the prefent Extremity of my 
Affairs, (he fuffer’d her Generality to van- 
quifh her Anger. The feeing Diana Naked, 
coft AH eon his Life : But the Venus Camilla , 
did not think I deferv’d fo rigorous a Re¬ 
venge, (he wou’d indeed believe me fuffici- 
ently punifh’d for my Curiofity, had (he 

known the Pain, and Agony it coft me. 
But Ignorant of my Crime, (lie dealt with 
me as Innocent, and therefore refolv’d to 
take effeftual care of my fecurity from the 
Cardinal’s Indignation 5 whom with a Fa¬ 
mily Hatred, fhe perfectly abhorr’d. She 
took care immediately to fet things in order. 
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to have me convey’d to a Tenant of hers, 
not far from Amalfi in the Bafilicate. 

BUT this being fome days Journey, I 
had reafon to fear a difcovery in any Dif- 
guife, fhou’d I travel the ufual Road, or in 
the publick manner. But die foon remov’d 
all my Fears by this happy Invention. She 
had a Servant in the Houfe, in whom die 
coud put a particular Confidence, and put- 
ing me in a large Trunk, with holes made 
for me to breath freely through, and com¬ 
mits me to his Charge, to carry me fafe, in 
that manner, to the Place die defign’d. He 
fixing me on the ableft of BaUinattVs Sump- 
tre Horfes, that no Time might be loft, be¬ 
fore the dusk of that very Ev’ning I, fet out 
of Fundi, in as great Fear and Confterna- 
tion, as Julia Ganzaga had done thence be¬ 
fore from the Fury of Caradin Bar bar off a. 
Admiral to the Grand signer Solyman, after¬ 
wards King of Algiers . Who being in the 
Mediterranean with his Fleet, and having 
Information by his Spies, that this Julia 
Gonzaga , Widow to Vefyafian Colonna , and 
the moft beautiful Woman in the World, 
liv’d then in this City of Fundi , landed his 
Men in the Night, and fent them to feize 
her in her Bed, refolving to make a curious 
Prefent cf her to his Mafter Solyman. She 



had only juft Time to leap out of her Bed, 
and in nothing but her Linnen, rid away 
with full fpeed from the Pirate 5 and even 
efcaped fo very narrowly, that had fhe ftay’d 
to put on fo much as a Petticoat, fhe had 
for ever put off her Liberty in the Seraglio. 
Bar bar off a. being thus difappointed of his 
beautiful Prize, plunder’d and burnt the 
Town, and carry’d abundance of the People 
away into Captivity. 

f 

BUT what Terrour fo ever fhe exprefs’d 

of the Seraglio , and the Embraces of the 
Grand Signor in this Flight, yet the Event 
ffiew’d that her Averfion was not to Man, 
but Conftraint. For the Young Duke of 
Mantua found her more Complaifant to his 
Defires. His Mafculine Charms had too great 
a Sympathy with her Feminine Beauties, to 
be long in eftabliffiing an Amorous Com¬ 
merce. But there is a Temper fo fickle in 
Youth, and a Satiety fo cloying often fol¬ 
lows the Enjoyment of the fineft Woman in 
the World, that the Fair have (Fill found it 
more difficult to retain One Heart in Con- 
ftancy, and Obedience, than to eotiquer a 
Thoufand. Whether the Appetite of the Mind 
be a-kin to that of the Body 5 or whether 

Woman be like fome Pictures, that can’t 

- 7 

bear too near a View without Difguft, tfio 

fo 
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fo charming at a diftance. Women indeed 
(l fpeak in the general ) are like the Tem¬ 
ples of the JEtyptians, without all Magnifi¬ 
cence, and Harmony, within the God that 
animates it an Afs, a Cow, a Rat, or an 
Onion ^ or like the Apples near the Afthat¬ 
tic Lake , beautiful to the Eye, ' but fill your 
Mouth with Allies, if you tafte them. 


THUS it happen’d with Julia Gonzaga , 
in the Pride of her Charms ^ for a hidden 
Indifference, in the Duke, at once humbled, 
and provok’d all her Vanity ; Till now 
quite fatiated to Difguft, he entirely forfakes 
her for the lefs meritorious Charms of fome 
other. An Affront fo opprobrious to a Spi¬ 
rit fo haughty, fo full, and fo vain of the 
Fame of her Beauties, muft naturally. pro¬ 
duce a Refentment, equal to the Pride of 
the Perfon thus flighted 5 which having no 
Bounds, drove that to a barbarous Cruelty 
beyond all meafure. The paft Sweets of 
that foft Paffion, that had corapel’d the Sur¬ 
render of her Honour, four’d now her ten¬ 
der Sentiments into the mofi: inveterate Ha¬ 


tred 5 and flatting from the Extremity of 
Love in Excefs, fhe fell into an Averfion fo 


ftrong, as produc’d the following Inhuman 


Cttajbopk 


e. 


HER 
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. L 


Revenge is refolv'd 
obtain it uncertain 


w 

remain’d in her Will 

& 

which had given Rife to her 


Chap. IX. 

on, but the 
, for without 
any,. it only 

her Beauties^ 

, foon 




furniffi’d the Means and Inftrument 


Re¬ 


venge 


. Her Confelfour had long been m 
with her in vain, while the Duke was 


Poflefiour of her 


but finding that 


Amour at an End, took Courage from the 

Duke, to declare, and 


vilible Slights of the Duke, to 
prefs the Succefs of his Paflion. Julia, tho 

e Arms of a Prieft, after thofe 
vet made her Refentment of 


difdaining 
of a Prince 


his Infolence give way to her Thirft of Re¬ 
venge; fo Teeming to indulge a Paflion (lie 
fcorn’d, (he at laft affur’d him of whatever 
he wou’d ask, after he had procur’d her but 
one Interview with the Duke in her Apart- 
mept. ^Nothing is fo difficult, or impoffible, 
which a Prieft won’t overcome in theChace 
of his tuft, or his Int’reft. Thus the Priefb 



the fubtle Arts of the 


fur- 


mounted tlie Duke’s Difguft, and brought 
him to her Chamber pretty well ^prepar’d 

for a Relapfe into a Paflion, he had now 
almoft forgot. The Prieft left them alone, 
and retiring into the next Chamber, full of, 
and all on fire with, the gay and wanton 

Ideas .of the Fair One he ’was to pbifefs 


Q, 


with 


* 






E Duke, on his Entrance, found her 
grecable Difliabilliee, her languiflung 
alf drown’d in her Tears. The fight 
h Beauty in Sorrow, gave a fecret 


Wanderer 


as 




of the Guilt of thofe Pains his de 

begai 


fertion had given her. 'Bu( 
to reproach his ingratitude, curu, 
conftancy, in a manner the mofi: touching. 


noble 


■ ft 

Eyes 


ic in the World 

r 

Mufic of her Tongue, the 


her 


_ the Graces of her Aftion, 
and tfie : Tender Rage of her paffion,. not 
only reviv’d the old ‘flame in his Bofom, 

but made it burn out with more Fury, and 

Violence , than ever. He own’d' his paft 


the agreeable 


Crimes, with 

hopelefs deiire, threw himfelf 

J . ? . •» X / r. - * 



• \ 



fiqn of 
r ,;Feet, 



r « 1 



with a Lover’s Edgerjiefs, and 
the Agony of a fincere Penitent 5 he beg ’4 

ten TKpufand Pardons: and fent outas nqa- 
ny Oaths of future Fidelity, 

Love to that degree, that a remhlipi* of her 

Rage cou’d only fave him frq" 

Death, which he own’d he cou’d not expeft 
but from Goodnefs, and Mercy, eqijai to her 
Beauty. 

AFTER 


II 





/ 


t 
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AFTER an infinite Number of Sighs, 
Vows, and Oaths, of perpetual Conftancy, 
(lie feem’d to relent $ but Ihewing feme 

doubt ev’n ftili of his Sincerity, fhe told him 


her but 


h'mfdf ft 


ms to renounce God 

• * 

when the Wildnefs 


his Paffion had done 


the 


nient, 


n 

r 


ftab’d him to the Heart 


down all bloody at her 


fious Blaf- 
Who fall- 
while his 


her 


Severity, not fatisfy?d with, the Death of his 
Body, without making fure of that of his 
Soul. This horrid Revenge being perform’d* 
fhe calls in the Prieft, and telling him what 
The had done, own’d her laft Promife to him 


for furnifhins her 


of fo 


ample a Satisfaftion. Then with the fame 

I H | • 

Dagger, .reeking yet with the Duke’s Blood, 
fhe pierc’d' her own Bofom, faying, Thus I 
perform my Word , while 1 leave my Body in. 


\ni my Word, while I leave 
Power to ufe at your Pleafu 
down on the Body of the E 


and fo 


# r 

4 • ^ % 

T H E inhuman Revenge, I fuppofe, had 

rebated the Appetite of the amorous Prieft $ 
nnlefs he had the abominable Guft of the 
abandon’d Maktefti. 


0,2 


FROM 
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FROM Fundi we went to Mol a, by the 
Via Appia , made at the proper Expence of 
Appius Claudius, a Roman Patrician , in his 
Confulfhip. It is five days Journey long, 
and broad enough for two Carts to meet,, 
and pafs without difficulty 5 and is pav’d all 
with black. Flint-ftones, as big as two Men 
can carry, and laid fo clofe together, that 
they have held thefe eighteen Hundred Years. 
The frequent pafBng of the Horfes, and 
Mules, for fo long a Traft of Time has made 
it fo fmooth, and Chining, that the Sun refleft- 
ing ondt, you may fee it glitter like a high¬ 
way of Silver, at two Miles diflance. 

h 

ft 

E paft through Mol a direftly to Gaeta, 
where leaving our Horfes, we took flapping 
for the BaJtlicafm-j and palling Naples, at 
a diflance, we arriv’d with all the fpeed, and 
fafety, that we con’d expett, or defire y for 
by this little Voyage by Sea, we cut off the 
Scent of our eager Purfuers. Palling through 
Malfi, we made our. direft way to Monte 
Marfo, that from its fhipendious height over¬ 
looks the City, the Country, and the Sea $ 
on which to cad your Eyes from its Summit, 
wou’d make yoff perfe&Iy giddy , with the 
diftance'. . 
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THIS Mountain was formerly a great 
Refort of Robbers 5 but Severity, and Care, 
have clear’d them of Banditti , tho all their 
rigid Laws, and Executions, cannot clear 
them of Witches 5 who here are in fome 
Number, as well as in very great Perfection 
in all the amazing Myfteries of the blacky 
Art 5 which yet they conceal, as much as 
poffibly they can, for fear of the Terrors of 
the hquifition. Tho they come not up to 
what was fabled of the Old Witches of 7 hef- 
faly , as railing the Dead, removing whole 
Cities, bringing down the Moon, and Stars 
from the Firmament, and fufpending the 
Earth in their Places: yet they can and do 
with wonderful Eafe, and Addrefs, transform 
themfelves, and whom ever they pleafe, into 
what Figures and Forms they think fit j as I 




CHAP. 
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CHAP, X, 

4 

6 

On FantafioV Arrival at Invidiofa ; the Won- 

• J V ► ' 

ders he difcovers ^ the Magical Mujic he 
heard in the Night 5 the Song fling by the 
Spirits. The Old Witch comes to bed to 
him ^ his Terror and Pains on it 5 and after 
Surprize,* when in his Embraces, Jhe changes 
into a beautiful Toting Lady, 

L azaretto , ( for that was the 

. Name of Camilla's Servant ) in the laft 
Difcharge of the Truft, his Lady had repos’d 
in him, convey’d me, in my Cage, to a neat 
little Houfe, that, fenc’d round from the 
Weather by various forts of Trees, flood on 
the Brow of a Precipice, about the middle 
of this Mountain. Being enter’d this foli- 
tary Manfion, I was foon fet free from my 
narrow Captivity, and receiv’d, at my En¬ 
largement by the Lady of the Houfe, whofe 
Figure my Safety, and Joy fpr the End of 
fo tirefome a Journey, cou’d not yet render 
agreeable. She feem’d -with Age and Weak- 
nefs bent alraoft double 5 her Head, and her 

Arms 


f 



Arms trembled with the Pal lie • from her 
Eyes there fell a fait Rheum, that had eateu 
Gutters down her Cheeks, while her mount¬ 
ing Shoulders, in an irregular Orb overlook¬ 
ing her Head, feem’d a Burthen too great for 
Legs fo/eeble to fupport. 


FIRST Complements over, and the 
Door being fhut. Lazaretto tells her hisCom- 
miffion, laying before her the Confidence his 
Lady put in her, and to encourage her Fide¬ 
lity. the had fent her a Releafe of her whole 

vice. I was as fur- 
erofity, as the Old 
at her Bounty.' Af- 


the 




priz’d at Camilla 
Woman was over-joy d 


fame 


Repaft, • Lazaretto returning"' the 
o Fundi, I difmifs’d him with a 
Thoufand Thanks to his Lady', and Auu- 
rances of perpetual Gratitude, and as ample 
a Reward, as my little Exchequer wou’d 
allow. Weary as I was with the Fatigue of 
fo long, and incommodious a Journey ^ the 


wretched 


the 


Entertainment, made, me really, afraid of ask¬ 


ing for my Bed, till the 


Sleep, ufurping my 
ceffity of a fpec 


the Ne 


* * 


4 


Q 4 


IN- 


V 


/ 
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. 1 

INFID10 $ A (for that was the 
Name of.my Hoftefs ) foon perceiv’d my 
Wants, and Gheffing my Fears, took me by 
the unwilling hand, with a little more vi¬ 
gour, than her Appearance feem’d to pro- 
jnife, and leading me up Stairs, fyrprized 
me witha very neat and pleafing Apartment, 
furnilhed A la Homans, modiih and clean. 
She eafily perceived this fatisfa&ory furprize, 
and told me, I was come to a Place fertile of 
greater Wonders, than thefe, as l ftiould 
foon difcoyer, if 1 made any flay in this 
Retirement. 


1 

A S feeble as fhe feem’d, ffie was very 
bufy in undrefling me, and having reduc’d 


me 


fhift. fhb 


s’ 

officious Attendance 


me to my Bed. 
my Ho fiefs, her 

frequent tender 


* ^ 

Squeezes, gave me caufe to fufpeft, that For¬ 
tune was railing another Perfecution of my 
Tranquility, by the amorous dotage of fo 
difguftful a Monfter, from whom the neceffi- 
ty of my Affairs deny’d me a Retreat. How 
to deliver mv felf from this Diftrefs, and 


ivey my felf with fafety to my Friends at 
'anto, whence, by their AfGftance, I might 
in get out of the power of the Cardinal, 

took up my Thoughts, that toffing, and 

tumbling 


« 


* 
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tumbling from one fide to the other, that 
Sleep with the Auxiliaries of the Hour, and 
my Laffitude, cou’d not vanquilh my 
Cares. 


G 0,0 D part of the Night being paft in 
this Tumult of Thought, my Ears on the 
hidden, were agreeably invaded with a Con- 
fort of Flute-deux, and the Xweeteft Voice I 
e’r heard in my Life. The moft celebrated 
Voices, and Inftruments of Ram, fell infi¬ 
nitely (hort of this wonderful Harmony, 
which was not more charming, than amazing, 
in the midft of fo wild a Solitude, and in 
the Houfe of fo lonely, and miferable a Crea¬ 
ture. If Sleep before hover’d at a diftance 
over my Eyes, a Serenade - fo unexpe&ed, 
and tranfporting, drove it quite away, while 
my Soul was colle&ed in my E ars, in the mofi: 
profound Attention, with Fear and Delight. 
The Words of the Song directed to pleafure, 
and the lulling the Emotions of the anxi¬ 
ous Mind, were as follow. 



* 1 


S ON C. 



SONG. 


i 


i. 


- w 

H APPY Youth thy Fears difmifs , 

And prepare, prepare to prove 
All th' Extreams of coming Blifs : 

All the foft Extreams of Love. 

Youth and Beauty now invite you , 

To dijfolve in melting Pleafure .* 

Youth and Beauty jhall delight you 

With all their Joys , with all their Treafure, 
Indulge the Raptures , and your Hours pojfefs ! 
In Ecflafes of ftailing Love's Excefs. 


2 , 

f 

* 

I « 

% • 0 

* 

Wanton Zephirlr Love infpire. 

While they fan the Wbifpering Trees 5 
frefent Cupid lights thy Fire 5 
Prefent Beauty gives thee Eafe. 

Happy Pair indulge the Blejjtng, 

Damp no Joy with needlefs Rigour ; 

Whilefecurely r you ’re car effing, 

Raifethe Blip with mutual Vigour. 

Your 




) 



Tour Murmurs fifter, than the Turtles prove , 
Than Conches moreclofe , your Rijfes when yon 

(love : 

And when around your curling Arms you twine , 
More Jlr 0 Embraces, give , than Ivy, or the 

(Vine. 

t 

THE gloomy Darknefs, that was fpread 
o’r my Room, as foon as the Song was over, 
was difpers’d in a Moment by the entrance 
of Four little Cupids, with Tapers in their 
Hands, and Bows, and Quivers at their 
Backs, introducing the odious Invidiofa , made 
yet more difguftful by her gay Air, and a 
Drefs, Rich and Genteel. With a fond, but 
deteftable Smile, (he drew to my Bed, the 
Cortins being thrown open, by .her abomi¬ 
nable Imps. I (hiver’d all over with Hor¬ 
ror, and Averfion, dreading her Touch, as 
the Devils, whofe perfeft Refemblance (lie 
bore,. Approaching me gently, (lie feiz’d on 
my-hand, and conjur’d me to banifli all Fear 
and Apprehenfion, being fecure from all 
Harms in the defence of her Love ; to which, 

I fhou’d not only owe abundance of PJeafure^ 

but my fafety and deliverance from thofe 

Evils,: that threaten’d me. I coxfefs, faid 
(he, that my Per/on is not fo inviting ns .the 
Cardin aPs Niece , yet believe me, I can impart 

Jy* 



Joys far more tranfporting, without, that fickle 
Inconfiancy you found In Therefa. 


I W AS yet more confounded at the Name 
of Therefa , in the barbarous Mountains of 
the Bafilicate, and that from a Perfon, that 
I cou’d not imagine more acquainted with 
my Affairs, than I was with hers. This gave 
me eaufe to imagine, that I was fal’iif into 
the Hands of a Witch t and therefore ought 
to be as cautious of lifteniug to her Entice¬ 
ments, as Vlijfes was to Circe’s, or Calypfds. 
But not arm’d with his Virtue and Refolu- 


tion, I found my felf more enclin’d to fol¬ 
low the Example of his Companions, tho 
my Fate prov’d like theirs. For I confi- 
dered, that being now wholly in her Power, 
I ought to be cautious of provoking her 
Rage by a flight of her Paflion, which of¬ 
ten drives Women, of more Innocent Prin¬ 


ciples, to all the Impious Rage of unbound 


ed Revenge 


My Inclinations were further 


corrupted, by my guilty Defire of enquiring 
into the Grange Myfteries of the Black Art 5 
a great Skill in which, has been attributed to 
men of fotne Religion, and Virtue, among 
whom, Alhertus Magnus feem’d to autho¬ 
rize myCurMty. ' ^ 






v * r 



IN the mid ft of thefe Thoughts, the Cu¬ 
pids having thrown open my Bed, and 
favidiofa her Garments afid'e, (lie laid her 
felf by me, when ordering her little Demons 
to fet the Tapers on the Table, and with¬ 
draw, ihe flew into my Arms with fuch 
force and defire, as relifhed more of the fpring 
of gay Youth, than her Winter of Age. 

I wi(hM, for my own fake, the Lights had 
been away, that fo vifible a Forbiddance of 
the Joys ftie required being away, and Imagi¬ 
nation fupplying her Defefts with foreign 
Charms, I might have been able to (hew my 
felf a Man, ina Battle fo dreadful. But her Cru¬ 
elty feem’d to exceed that of the Tyrants of 
old, who joined the Dead to the Living, 
by obliging my Eyes ftill to view the Corps 
that lay by me, with her Looks difappointing 
thpfe Enjoyments her Embraces implor’d. 

WHY fo cold } Why fa cold > faid %, 

to Love fo warm, as mine ? have we already 
change4 our Tears, before we have our Souls , 
while , an odious Icy Impotence congeals thy 
Blood, when mine flaws hot andflery as Youth } 
Wherfris that vigour ft endearing to the Car¬ 
dinal’/ Niece } weak and Jickly is that Appetite, 
that is kept up 'with Cordials , while a jiomach 
ftrong and rpbujl digefls the courfefl Food. 

Benfc, 
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Roufe , Ronfe up your Manhood , nor bafdy 
turn your Back in the Day of Combats. 
If Defire be wanting , let pity prevail , and by 
a tender Embrace , fave the Life of your Pro- 
teftrefs. 

ASHAM’D of ray felf, I defir’d the 
Cortins might be drawn, that Darknefs 
might give me that Courage, which the 
Tapers deftroy’d. She deny’d my reafona- 
ble Requeft, with the affurance, that fo I 
fhouM rob my felf. of the greateft part of 
the Joy, I (hon’d receive from fo frrange a 
Met amorphous, as my Careffes wou’d pro* 
duce. 


TO this a mutual filence enfu’d, and 
our invifible Confort began a Melody fo 
enchanting, that it warm’d my Blood, 
and gave me Courage, (tho with my Eyes 
(hut) to throw my felf at once into her 


Old wither’d Arms. 


Strange Miracle of 


Magic, m that 
fo tranfporting, that words can’t expfefs 5 
having never felt fiich before, with the 
moft charming of the. Sex 5 and now in 
full poffeffion of the Joy, without - fear of 


in that-moment. 


found Delights 


having 


difappointment 


open’d my Eyes, 


mod: agreeably furpriz’d, I found in my 

Bofom 
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Boforn, inftead of an, old, wither’d, Pa-, 
ralitic Bag, a Lady young and blooming, 
and every way moft charming in Body, 
and Face, dull of eager Love, clafping, 
curling, twining, murmuring, expiring, id 
all the wild Ecftafie of Pleafure. 


• * 


Wonder, as much 
i double return of 




THIS added to my 
as my Joys, giving, me 
that Appetite, which her fotrner. horrid 
Figure had .utterly destroyed. She was 
fenfible of the change, and fmiling, ask’d 
me, if I wou’d now have the Cor tins 

7 

drawn, or fuffer the Tapers any longer to 
give me a Sight fo difagreeable ? Never let 
Darknefs , faid I 0 come between this Goddefs 
Form, and mv Eyes ! But tell me , thou 


9JI charmings whence 


fudde, 


What Mag 


nderful Change ? What Power? 


i 


What fwift JVIedean Art 


d revive this blufhing morning of Youth. 


from that fl) 


de¬ 


crepit Old-Age ? From deformity mojl fhocking 


to Beauty more , than 
found any Favour 


If 1 


Heart ; If 


fio has any pretence to the continuance of 
bleffing, which his miferabl 


fatisfy 


con'd 

pe&ed, eafe his laboring Mind 5 
afonable Curiojity , let him know 

whether 
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* 

whether- he be jet in a rapturous Dream, or 
whether it be in your Divine Art to rejiore 
it, as often , as his Amorous Soul Jhou'd de- 
fire it} 

AF TER the Heat of our Dalliance had 
given a Ceffation to our Warfare, Invidi- 

ofa related her fttrange Story in this manner, 
while all the Graces of Utterance, and 

Harmony of Voice attend on her Words. 

A 







C H Aft 
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CHAP. 
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The Hijlory of Biancha Pamfili, or Invidiofa. 

• Her Marriage to a Francifcan Fryar. The 
. Difcovery of bis Treachery. Her Retreat to 
Monte Marfo. Her Study of Magicky and 
its Defence. 


B ELIEVE me, my pretty FantafiOy were 
not Fate more thy Enemy than Biancha , 
you fhould fpend all your Life - in Pleafures, 
like thofe, you have fo lately had a Tafte of: 
But thy Deftiny, I find, is to wander about 
the World a long while, without any fettled 
Abode of Continuance. But I will arm thee 
with Art, as far as I am able, again# the cur-, 
fed Influence of a dark malignant Planet, that 
menaces thy Ruin. But of that hereafter, when 
the Intervals of Pleafure allow us a Calm of 
Prudence to weigh Things, as we ought.,. I 
fliall now only give you a fhort Abftratt of my 
Hiftory, and Origin of thofe Wonders you are 
now fo furpriz’d at. 


I DERIVE my felf from the noble Family. 
of the Ramfiliy a Houfe fufficiently illuftrious in 
Rome. But my Father being of the younger- 
Branch, and too extravagant in his Expences, 
left my Mother and my felf but feven thou-,, 
fand Ducats for our Maintenance, and my 
Dow’r. That Fortune, however, had been 

R enough 
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enough to have marry’d me genteely, had not 
the Villainy of two Francifcan Fryars, at once, 

put an End to my Hopes, as well as Happinefs. 

* 

MY Mother had always been a mighty De¬ 
vote to the FrancifcttfrFiyaxs 5 1 and her Confef- 
for was then of that Order, when my unhappy 
Beauty happen’d to wound a young jolly Fryar, 
fludying in that Convent at that Time. My 
Mother was often wifhing, that her ConfelTor 
would recommend fome Pretender to my Love; 
not doubting but one of his Recommendation 
would make us both happy. After Ihe had of¬ 
ten prefs’d him to this Office, and having agreed 
of the Villainy with his Brother Bernardo , in 
his Vifit to my Mother,the fame Difcourfe ari- 
fing, he thus apply’d himfelf to her, with all 
the Cunning, and impious Addrefs, fo bad a 
Caufe requir’d 5 but he needed not to have been 
fo very artificial, my Mother being too well pre¬ 
par’d to receive all he faid for Gofpel. 

I AM fully perfitaded (faid he) that God 
has fe?it his Angel Raphael to me , as he did to 
Tobias, to direH me to a good Hufbandfor your 
Daughter. For you may ajfure your felfi that 
I have met with the mofl honejl , and worthy 
young Gentleman in Italy, who having often feen 
your Daughter at our Churchy in fpight of her 
Veil, is infinitely in Love with her Beauty and 
Perfon. As I was this Day faying my Office , 

the poor Soul came to me, fent by God himfelf 

to 




THISwas the hypocritical, and impious 
Preface this holy Confelfor made to my Mo¬ 
ther, which he heighten’d, by the following 
necelfary Caution, againft our Difcovery of 

the Deceit. —* / mujl confefs, my ghojlly Daugh¬ 
ter, (faid he) there is one Fault, at leaf, in 
his Fortune, which I will not conceal from you, 
that you may make the fairer Judgment of the 
Matter, and regulate your ConduB by what I 
fall unfold. — A dear Friend of his was Jet on 
by his Enemy ; on which, drawing his Sword to 
part them, he could not prevent his Friend run¬ 
ning him through the Body , and killing him on 
the Spot. Tho ’ he Jlruck not a Blow, nor made 
any Fafs 5 yet being in the Company , when the 
Murther was committed , he has been fore d to 
fy his Country, by the Advice of his Friends, ‘till 
they had fecur’d his Fardon, which they will 

fpeedily effeB, In the mean Time , he retreated 
to Rome, living here incognito, in the Garb of 
a Scholar, as the fafefl Difguife. If therefore 
you approve of the Man, the Marriage mufl 
be fectet, and he mujl in the Day-time follow 
his Leclures, and at Night return Home to 
your Houfe , ’till $ a fpeedy End is put to his 

Trouble . 





* 

' TIS eafy to deceive thofe, who have no 
Deceit, efpecially when Bigotry and Devotion 
prepare the Way. : A perfect Faith in what he 
laid; made my Mother not queftion the Truth 
of his plaufible Tale. She immediately lay’d 
her Injundions upon me to admit his Addrefs, 
and yield to be his Wife with the utmoft Speed, 
the Excefs of his Paffion admitting no Delay. 
I had not then plac’d my Affedions on any 
other Man, or troubled my felf much about 
1 /me or Marriage. ; My Book had been always 
my principal Delight, and too much employ’d 
all my Time to let my Thoughts ramble in the 
pleafing Mazes of Cupid. 

I • * 

i 

BERNARDO was introduc’d, urg’d his 
Paffion very handfomly, had a Perfon agreea¬ 
ble, difcover’d fome Learning and Wit, which 
with me always weigh’d more, than Form or 
Drefs. In ffiort, at a private Mafs we were 
marry’d 3 the two Fryars, and our Family, 
being the only .Witneffes of the deteftable 
Nuptials. 

• I 

♦ • 

ft 

. A S his Paffion was real, his good Humour 
continu’d, and we liv’d together, for fome 
Time, to our mutual Satisfadion. And I was 
content to (hare him, with his Studies, allow¬ 
ing the Day to thofe, and the Night to my 
feif. My Mother was infinitely pleas’d with 
the Match, and faid, ffie hat? Reafon to blefs 
God, and her good ConfeiTor, for a Happinefs 
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we had not elfe obtain’d.; But that Devotion 
to the Francifcans , that had' betray’d me ;: to 
Ruin, was the Means of the fatal Difcovery of 
my Misfortune. For going ' with my Mother 
to Mafs, at their Convent, we came in juft af¬ 
ter one was begun. We had hot kneel’d long, 
when he turning about to fay, Dominus Vobif- 
cum , I was furpriz d and confounded to find him 

my Hufba’nd:; I whifper’d my Mother, that he 
was either; iny Hufband, or' one fo very like 
hi^i, :; as : ’ 1 m%lft , 'S^ell-'e^cufe; ; the Error of my 
Miftake.\,%[y Mother ft ill,Full of her Opi¬ 
nion of the .Order, and thinking it a mortal Sin 
to entertain Tiibh wicked Thoughts of fuch ho¬ 
ly Men,; endeavour’d to perfwade me out of my 

Opinion.'’ rt Ho turn’d again on the fame Occa- 

fion, which confirm’d my Tears, and alarm’d 
my Mother with Sufpicions of the fame Nature. 
But Ite Miff a eff remov’d all our Doubts, at 
leaft mine, who had been more intimately ac¬ 
quainted with his Face. My Mother, indeed, 
feem’d yet not to yield an entire Credit to her 
Eyes, ’till the Evening put it beyond Contro- 
verfy.. When being in Bed with me, my Mo¬ 
ther, according to our Agreement, 'held his 
Hands, as in Sport, whilft I pull’d off his 
Night-.Cap,- we difcover’d his fhav’d Crown, 
which too plainly confefsd the treacherous 
Prieft. 


FULL of Rage I leap’d from the Bed3 and 
both running out of the Chamber, lock’d him 


r 3 


in, 
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in, ’till we had confuted of our Revenge. My 
Mother would not let me follow the violeat 
Didates of my Refentment $ but thought it 
would be Punimment enough to them, and Ig¬ 
nominy to their Order, to have them commit¬ 
ted to the fecular Judge. She therefore, under 
Pretext of fome earned Bufinefs of Importance, 
fent for her Confeffpr,. and fecretly for Officer? 
to fecure their Perfons 5 which, as foon as he 
came, ffie put in Execution, and follow’d her 
Caufe clofe, ’till the Judge deliver’d them over 
to the Bifliop, and. he only impos’d the Pen- 


nance 


them of not fa vine Mafs 


Months 5 fo that, by my Mother’s moderate 
Counfel, all we got by the Profecution, was 
the Difcovery of my Diferace, and the Security 
and Impunity of the Offenders; “ '/..f - ! 


ON the Knowledge of this Roguery of the 
Ftyars Grief feiz’d too ftrongly on the Spirits 
of my Mother, and the Shame of having been 
the Wife of a Prieft, too much aifeding me ia 
Rome , gathering up the Shipwracks of our. 
Fortunes, we took Care to convey all our Fur¬ 
niture and Subftance to Amalfi, where my- ig¬ 
nominious Fate was unknown. But the Sor¬ 
row had taken too faft a PofTeffion of my Mo¬ 
ther, to fuller Time and Place to heal up the 
Evil 5 fo, after a ffiort Abode at MaIJi, the Di- 
ftemper, that had for fome Time been devour¬ 
ing her, put a Period to her Life. 


I WILL 
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I WILL not trouble thee with*a needled 
Repetition of my Grief fox this. Lofs ^ let it 
fuffice, that it was anfwerable to the Love and 
Goodnefs of fo tender a Mother. Weary of 
the World already, this .heighten’d my Aver- 
lion 5 ’till Chance leading me to this pleafing 
Retirement, in my Enquiries after fuch a Blef- 
fing, I foon agreed with the feemingly wretched 
PoffelTor Invidiofa , (whofe Name and Perfon I 
here yet preferve) I remov’d my Furniture and 
Fortune to this Place, where I gave my felf en¬ 
tirely to the Study of thofe Books, which the 
Fryar left behind him, which treated particu¬ 
larly of all the hidden Mydexies of the Magi¬ 
cal Art. But fome Parts were.fo very obfcure, 
that all my Jnduftry and; Study could never 
have vanquiffi’d the Difficulty, had I not had 
the Luck to be in the Houfe of the fage hvi- 
diofa , a Woman profoundly Team’d in that 
wonderful Science. Who finding my Inclina¬ 
tions fo ftrongly bent on that Study, took 
Care not only to explain the Difficulties of my 
own Books, but to make me Miftrefs of her 
curious Manufcripts, which had carry’d the 
Art to its utmoft Perfection $ and which, at 
my Leifure, my dear lantafw , I will freely 

communicate to your Curiofity. 

♦ 

I CONFESS, interrupted I, my Curiofi¬ 
ty is very ftrong to Things of that Nature, 
were I but fatisfy’d of their Innocence, and 
Confidence with our Faith and Religion. 

R 4 YOU. 


f 



Book II. ( 248 ) Chap. XI. 

YOU labour, my dear Angel, (reply’d Ihe) 
under a vulgar Error,when you imagine human 
Nature fo deprav’d, as to be able to make a Com¬ 
pact w ith the Devil, and renounce the Comforts 
of a God, that they, in the very Fad:, know to 
be his Mafter. No, no 5 whatever the Super- 

ftitious and Ignorant believe, the Art of Ma- 
gick is a noble and celeftial Art, difcovering 
the fecret Powers of Things, Plants, Drugs, 
Minerals, the whole animal and vegitable King¬ 
doms , and all the metallick Realms in the 
■Earth} the juft Application of AHives and 
Pajfives, the Influence of the Planets, the Na- 
-ture of the -Elements, the Knowledge of the 
infinite Number of their invifible Inhabitants, 
the natural Ways of obliging, or compelling 
them: to our Pleafure or Service, which muft 
be adapted to the Nature of their Elements} 

and we muft know, whether the Bufinefs be 

* . , 

fit for an aereal, igneous , aquatick, or terrene 
Spirit. For none of them are fuch Enemies to 
Man, as voluntarily to do him any Mifchief, 
and moft of them averfe to the Offices of Re¬ 
venge, tho’ they participate generally of the 
.Nature of their Element, whetherFire or Wa¬ 
ter, the Earth or the Air. But all are obfe- 
quious to the Children of Art, who know how 
to reward them with Delights proportion’d to 
their Perception. . - 

* ... ... a 

♦ 

* • 

BY our Skill in thefe Things, it is, that 

we can alter pur Shape and Appearance, tranf- 

L _/ _ . form 
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form the Old into Youth, and Youth into old 
Age 5 the human Shape into 'thofe of Birds and 
Beafts, and thofe again into the Form of Man! 
By this Art, we can thicken the thin Subftance of 
aereal or igneous Spirits,cloathing them in more 
fubftantia 1 Bodies, than they *narurally erijoyi 
and by which they may be more ufeful to our 
Pleafure or Service. By this Means-they can 
exprefs both vocal and inftrumental Sounds $ 


Organs 


the 

•• ; — 7 -- 

allow: Your felf have been a Witnefs 
their Mufick excels ail the'Throats of 


the Eunuchs of Italy. 


* * n 


/ 

i • . 


m * 9 

YOU charm me, my adorable Biancha) (faid 
I) with your wonderful Account of thefe Won¬ 
ders of Nature, hid from the prefuming Pe¬ 
dants of the Schools, and the Syftem-mongers 
of the Firtuofi, and difeover’d to the-generous 
Enquiries of a tender young Lady, whofe Beau¬ 
ty of Perfon might well excufe the Barrennefs 
of the Mind, and Averfion to Studies fb diffi- 
cult and fublime. 


?r } 


THE World, gfeply’d fhe) that is, the 
domineering Part, has always been an Enemy 
to the Progrefs of Knowledge ^ and thofe great 
Genius V, who have made rational Difcoveries, 
have often been Martyrs to the. Excellence of 
their Underftanding; Thus the very Propofai 
of the Antipodes , in an ignorant Age, call’d 

down an Anathema, tho’ now it be a Truth, 

that 





that no Body denies. Gallileo, CampineUa, and 
other great Men, have endur’d the Tortures Qf 
the Inquifition for imparting that Knowledge, 
which their Studies had found out. What Cla¬ 
mor and Oppofition did the' Coper me an Syftem 
meet with? Wheh now all but Coxcombs allow 
it, and which I have frequently feen with my 
Eyes verify’d, when I .have pafs’d above our 
Atmofphere, and view’d it with equal PJeafure 
and Wonder. Nay, the very mechanic^ Per¬ 
formances, Powers, and Motions, have been 

blacken’d with the invidious Name of Ne.cro- 

% 

mancy and Witchcraft. Fryer Baeon of Bug- 
land, and e’en Albertus Magnus, have fallen 
under this Cenfure. You have feen the petty 
Performances ,of the common chymica] Re¬ 
ceipts, what magical Woods they will raife in 
their Viols. You have feen Diana’s Tree from 
a Mixture of Silver, Mercury, and Aqua For¬ 
th, branch it felf from its Seed,as it were, into 
a perfect arborous Form. The fame is done by 
Plants. What is done by the various Produ : 
ctions of Light, and a hundred other . Infant- 
Efforts of the imperfect Students of Magick, or 
Nature ? If what they produce be momenta- 
nous, unfubftantial, and ufelefs, it is, becaufe 
they know not the true and fecret Way of Ope¬ 
ration 5 which is a Myftery above the Vulgar 5 
and being only confin’d to a few, and. thofe 
obfeure and unknown, the Fools of Figure and 
Power (trike in with the Mob, (being equally 

qualify’d with Knowledge and Under (landing) 
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to ftigmatige this Art, as the Produft of Hell, 
and the Converfe with the Devil. 



' 1 

H A V E you never feen, by the Help of a Mi- 

crofcope, that every little Leaf is inhabited by 
certain little Animals, tho s too minute for the 
Eye,, without this Help to difcover }' Nay,'we 
our, felves are only the habitable World to: fome 
Animalcules, which you may difcover, by a 

, pafs in and out at the Pores of coir 
Hands, or other Parts. If then this World, 
this Earth, which feems fo wellreplenifh’d with 
vifible Animals, abound in fuch infinite Num¬ 
bers of thofe that are invifible 5 is' it reafona- 
ble to imagine the vaft Expanfe one pei petual 
Defart, without any Inhabitants ? Tis contra¬ 
ry to Reafon, and. contrary to the Experience 
of the Learned. Thefe Spaces of the Air, are 
pofiefs’d by Myriads of fubtle Spirits 5 fome. 
within our Atmofphere , fome beyond it, but 
all communicative of their A ffift ance to Man x 
and, by the Help of Art, Man cari enable them 
to do what elfe they are incapable of. Thefe 
Spirits I employ, thefe I converfe with, and 
ufe in my farther Difcover y of Nature. I have 
one my particular Friend, and. never far from 
me, warning me of Dangers, and miniftring 
to my Pleafure and Inftruftion. The Demons 
of Socrates , and Arijlotle ; of Cor dan, and other 
great Men, were no other but thefe friendly 
Spirits. The Adept 


aething more Safety, tho 


Fa mi 
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Familiarity, as we, who have made their Na¬ 
ture our Study 5 and arriv’d at fuch Perfeftion 
in Art, as to be able to furnilh them with Re¬ 
wards for their Pains, 

cannot get without us. 

. ‘ ' • ’ 

• . 

BY what I have fa id, you will find that we, 
whofe Study is to converfe with all the Won¬ 
ders of the Creation, cannot be fo forgetful of 
the Creator, as to renounce the bright Caufe of 
all we enjoy, for a blind Vaffalage to the low- 
eft: of Creatures. 

. , • 

■ < ‘ . 

% « # 4 A • • • 

I BLESS my Misfortunes, divine Biancha, 
(faid I) that brought me to the Knowledge of 
fo much Beauty pf Mind and *' Perf on, in one Wo¬ 
man. You cannot then be content with the Blef- 
fmgofmyMind (interrupted he) inthePerfon 
of Invidiofa? Should I re fume that Form, I'm 
per funded your Raptures would foon grow more 
weak .— No, ( reply.’d I) could you take'yet 
one moft gajlly, your Idea' is too frong fix'd in 
■my Mind, not to make me adore you - in any Fi¬ 
gure. . Well, Experience -Will (hew ' ( faid fhe ) 
■whether my Perfon or Mind be more dear to you. 
In the mean while, J will make an End of my 
Hi (lory, which tins Eigrejfion had made yoii 
forget. ^ 

• - 

* 

* 

* r 

• ON the Death of the learned Invidiofa fitting 
arriv’d to fo great a Proficience in the Art, 1 
afium’d her Form, both to fecure my Retreat, 

and 
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and my Fortune from Envy, and Robbers. But 
when I indulge my felf in the Arms of the 
Man that I love, in' the Moment of Enjoy¬ 
ment my own Form returns 5 for that is the 
Nature, of the Charm I have made life of, to be 
fufpended by the vigorous Embraces of a Lover. 
But very few have been the Men, that have 
obtain’d this Favour i arid thofe,who could not 
retain the agreeable Secret, have, by their 
fpeedy Ruin, prevented my Revenge 5 for that 
has been always the Care of my D<*wo», to pre- 
ferve me from the blind and barbarous Cruelty, 
the Laws made by the ignorant inflict on 
our Science. Enjoy therefore the Pleafure of 
the Night 5 for with the Return of the Sun, I 
rife old and ugly, and you fifcio longer in 
your Arms the beautiful Btmha , but the 
frightful Invidiofa. 

* 

* ' 

I COULD not but exprefs my Wonder 

and Pleafure, by aifuring her, that I wifh’d 
the double Night of Thebes , when Jupiter and 
Alcmena. begot the Monfter-queller Hercules , 

that I might not be fo fpeedily banilh’d a Para- 
dife To ravilhing. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 

1 « 4 

* 

The farther Villainy of Fryar Bernardo, in 
cuckolding his Patron , which provd the Death 
of the Wife , her Brother , and the Fryar. 
Fantafio’s Retreat difcover d to the Cardinal. 
The Pur fiat comes to Invidiofa\r Houfe. She 
turns him into a fine Bologna Lap-Dog , to 
preferve him. She is committed* for his Mur- 
■ der 5 and he carry d away in that Shape. 

« 

T HUS we pafs’d feveral Nights in the 

full Luxury of Pleafure, and the Days, 
in taking my Inft raft ion in this Art from iny 
Miftrefs, in j^jj£jf, and in Science. The won¬ 
derful Effe&slPner Art, the feveral Animals 
fixe had about her Houfe, all formerly Men, or 
Women, their Fortunes, their Vices, and Cha¬ 
racters 5 as well as the amazing Sights Ihe gave 
me a View of in the Earth, the Water, and the 
Air, I ftiall not mix here with my own For¬ 
tunes, having committed them to a Hiftory by 
themfelves, worthy the Knowledge ofPofterity. 

r 

I TOLD her one Day, that I was very 
much furpriz’d to find, that fo barbarous an In¬ 
jury, as Fryar Bernardo had done her, met 
with no farther Refentment, than Sorrow and 
Tears. That certainly file muft love him ex- 
treamly, to forgive him fo eafily a Treachery 
fo enormous. I muft confefs, reply d flie, had 

my 
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my Love to him grown in Proportion to his 
Manhood, there had been few Faults, that I 
could not have forgiven him, efpecially fuch, 
as I might flatter my felf were the Effeft of an 
infurmountable Pafiion for my Beauty and Per- 
fon. But as I was more a Sacrifice to my Mo¬ 
ther’s Commands, than my own Inclination, I 
never found him make a farther Progrefs in my 
Heart, that Duty requir’d. So on the Difco- 
very, I eafily gave into the Extremity of Rage 5 
and had my Mother permitted, both he and 
his Confederate ftiould have done fufficient, but 
fecret Pennance for the Tranfgreflion. But 
hinder’d of that, as I have told you, and baf¬ 
fled in the falfe Meafures, my Mother purfu’d, 
I confefs my Revenge then prompted me to this 
Study, which only could furnilh me, with the 
Means of obtaining it. But Providence pre¬ 
vented my Crime, in the Villain’s Death, in a 
Country far diftant from hence in this Man¬ 
ner. 

HAVING after his being expos’d in fo 
publick a Manner left Rome, he retir’d into Re- 
rigord in France. Where at a Convent of his 
Order, he fell into the Acquaintance of a Gen¬ 
tleman of that Country, who was a mighty 
Devote to St. Francis. Bernardo had a cunning 
infinuatifig Way, and foon won the Heart of 
the Country ’Squire, to fuch a Degree, that 
himfelf and his Houfe was intirely at his Com¬ 
mand,--Nay, he was fo fond of him, that he : 
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would often oblige him to lie at his Houfe, 
tho’ within four Mile of his Convent. There, 
was no Secret of his Life, or Purpofe he had,, 
hut he communicates it with the Fryar. This: 
Gentleman had a very handfom Wife, on whom 

the amorous Fryar had caft a Hawks Eye,, as 
the deflmd Frey of his Luft. She had how. 
lain in, about three Weeks, and odd Days, her: 
Huflband being extreamly fond had prevail’d: 
with her to let him come to Bed to her a cer¬ 
tain Night about twelve. The ’Squire having; 
fome Scruple of Confcience about the Matter,: 
eonfults his Confeffor Father Bernardo $ who 
carefully made a full Enquiry into the Time, 
by many dubious, and round-about Queries 
that led not direftly to the Matter. He. told 
him, after a full hearing of the Cafe, that there, 
was no great Crime to anticipate the Leave , of 
the Church a few Days, provided in Amends he 
made fome fmall Offering for the Prayers of 
his Convent. 

» 

f HE would not enlarge the Hulbands Scru¬ 
ples, nor entirely forbid the Encounter, left 
he fhould inform his Wife, that file Ihould not 
exped him 5 but being in his Chamber before 
they went to Bed, the jolly Fryar pulhes the 
Glafs, and makes him pretty mellow 5 fo not 
doubting but he would deep much paft the 
Hour, he puts him to Bed about eleven, and half, 

0 his Chamber, undreffes himfelf 

amorous Encounter.; he ft.eals into 

the 






the Lady's Bed-Chamber, arid foori into thcBed, 
nor was he long before he became Matter of his 
Wifhes in her Arms. After an unufual Courfe of 


Defire,the Fryar retir’d, without fpeaking a W ord 
but in Whifper. Retreating to his Chamber he 
foon got on hisCloaths,andhaften’dto the Door j 
and by the Authority he had in the Houfe,he ea~ 
fily prevail’d with the Porter to open the Gate, 
and get him his Horfe. The Hufband awaking 
remembers his Afiignation'with his Wife, and 
immediately repairs to her Chamber foon after 
the Fryar was withdrawn 5 {he taking him for 
the fame, was defirous to know what was the 
Caufe of his Return, when he had quite tir’d her 
with Love already ? He was not a little fur- 
priz’d at the foul Play, that had been offer’d 
him 5 and remembring the Fryar’s Queftions, * 
his toping with him fo late, and that no Man 
lay on that Side the Houfe but him, and her 
Brother, he went diredly to the Fryar’s Apart* 
ment. He found him not there, and coming 
to the Porter had from him a full Confirmation 


of his Doubts 5 and returns to his Wife to let 
her know the Certainty of her Misfortune ^ with 
which file was fo affeded, that in her Hufband’s 
Abfence in Purfuit of the Fryar, fhe hang’d her 
felf, and in the Struglings of Death gave her 
young Babe fuch a Kick in the Stomach, that 
the Child expir’d in fuch Crys, that the Nurfe 
that lay in a Clofet juft by runs into the Room, 

but amaz’d, and affrighted at the miferable Ob- 
jed, {he ran to her Brother’s Chamber, who 

S .finding 
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finding Bis Sifter, and Child in this Condition, 

was told by theNurfe, that none had been there 

but her Mafter. 

' * < 

w 

\ 

THE Brother fearching for him in vain in 
the Houfe, taking Horfe rid out to purfue him 
in his imagin’d Efcape. He met him returning 
from chafing the Fryar, who had taken another 
Courfe, than to his Convent, and no fooner 
came up to him, but calling him Coward, and 
Villain, drew his Sword upon him. Self-De¬ 
fence prevail’d with the Hulband to ftand on 
his Guard, and in the Heat of the pulhing he 
run the Brother through. On his Enquiry of 
the Caufe of his Brother’s unprovok’d Rage, he 
found the unhappy Cataftrophe of his Wife, and 
^Child, and in Excels of Sorrow gave him a full 
‘Account of what was paft, and the Villainy of 
the Fryar, and as well as he could convey’d him 
to his Houfe, where before the Family he de¬ 
clar’d himfelf the Occafion of his own Death 5 
but for the farther Security he had the King’s 
Pardon. 

THE Morning coming on, and Enquiry 
made round the Country, his Horfe was found 
grazing with his Saddle on in a large Common, 
and the Fryar a little after with his Neck broke 
in a Pit, not taking much Care which Way he 
fled fearing the immediate Proceeding of the 
Gentleman, he had injur’d. And thus his 
Own Villainy and the Judgment of Provi¬ 
dence 
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dence reveng’d me upon him,without any Gyilt 

of mine. 


THIS Story being ended, we remov’d to 
PIeafure,of Body or Mind, which we wifely di- 
verfify’d with the Wonders of her Art, and the 
Wifdom of her Precepts. But while thus in 
full Solitude, I enjoy’d all the Pleafures of Ci¬ 
ties, and Courts, by the Miniftration of the 
Spirits of Branch a. Fate, envious of my Blifs, 
was playing me fo fcurvy a Trick, as put a me¬ 
lancholy Period to all my more than mortal 
Delights. 


THE Cardinals Agents had Information at 

Fundi, that I had been Teen publickly at Church 
at the Wedding of Baldinotti and Camilla , and 
that in all Probability I might yet be found in 
ti;eir Houfe. On Application to the Heads of 
the Family, it was own’d, that fuch a Perfon 
was brought from the Banditti’s Caftle 3 but 
that on the Wedding-Day I had left them, on 
Pretence of earned: Bufinefs, and was gone they 
fuppos’d to my Relations. This generous Ex- 
cufe had certainly been fufficient to have fecur’d 
my Retreat, had not Lazaretto been of an amo¬ 


rous Nature, and had an Affair with a cunning 
Jilt of that City $ who miffing him for fome 
Days, about that very Time, from their ufual 
Rendezvous, was every Day uneafy with him 
to know the Caufe of that Abfenee, and what 

Intelligence he could give her about that Gueft 
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♦ 

of his Mailer’s, for whom the Cardinal pro¬ 
mis’d fo generous a Reward. 

fc 

IN vain were all her:Efforts on Lazaritto, 
he was too honeft to let his Letchery get the 
better of his Trail; yet unable to refill the Im¬ 
portunity of his Millrefs, in the Fondnefs of his 
Drink, and Love, he confefs’d, that he had 
been at his Lady’s Farms, in the Bafdkate, to 
gather in her Rents. Tho' this was far from 
giving her any Ground to ghefs at the Truth $ 
yet the Solitude of the Place, his fudden Depar¬ 
ture, and Difficulty of telling her before, and 
his known Credit with his Mailer, and Lady, 
but chiefly her Defire' of the two hundred 
Crowns, made her go with fome Alfurance .to 
the Cardinal’s Agent, and tell him, that I was 
moll certainly hid in the Mountains about Mab 
fi 5 and there at fome Tenants of Baldinotti, 
and Camilla. On the Agents examining how 
fhe came by this Secret, Ihe lay’d before him all 
the Grounds we have mention’d of her Conje¬ 
cture. The Agent, to her terrible Difappoint- 
ment, made flight of the Information, and fent 
her away little fatisfy’d with her Treachery. 
However, he thought fit to give the Cardinal 
an Account of the Matter, and in a little Time 
receiv’d Orders to difpatch three, or four Mef- 
fengers into thofe Parts to make a diligent 
"Search after me* 
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pl^ x 

BIJNCHA and I were one happy .Night .in 
the mid’ft of our Dalliance, when on the hid¬ 
den lhe flatted from my. Arms, and bid me leav.e 
the Bed with all Speed $ foHier watchful -Da¬ 
mon had told her that Moment of the Approach 
of fome imminent Danger to one, or both. Then 
going with me naked, as we were, into the Clo¬ 
fet, Ihefliew’d me two Pots of Ointment 5 the 
Power of the one was to change a . Man or Wo¬ 
man into an Eagle, the other ■ into a Dog, and 
bid me chufe which Shape I would aflume ’till 
the Danger was over. I being apprehenfive that 
a Bird wasmore fubjed to Hazard, than fo do- 
meftickian Animal, chofe the later. She then 
began to anoint me all over with her foft warm 
Hand, when I found. my. felf in a Moment 
transform’d into a fine, and, beautiful Bologna 

Lap-Dog. 

1 • * 

< « t 

• #» » f - « • 1 

% ^ 

THE Operation was fcarce over,. and Bi- 
ancha fcarce return’d to the Figure of Invidiofa , 
when we heard the whole Houfe befet, and 
Endeavours to break open the Door : Lock¬ 
ing me up in the Clofet, lhe went, and let 
them in, and with a very officious Readinefs 
ffiew’d them all round the Houfe. But entering 
my Chamber, they faw thofe very Cloaths ly¬ 
ing,: which the Malice of my Enemies had fo 
perfedly deferib’d, that they could not be mifta- 
ken. This redoubled tbeir Search but open¬ 
ing the Clofet, found no. other Animal in the 

Houfe but Biancha , and my felf. They fwore 

S 3 that 


that flie had either hid, or mur ther d me, and 

that {he fhould go with them to Amalfi , to give 

an Account to theMagiftrate what the had done 

with me. 

% - 

BIAVCHA , with all her Wifdora, was here 

at a Lofs f To difcover my Concealment, was 
not only to betray me to the Ruin, foe would 
prevent, but to have herfelf try’d and burnt 
for a Witch $ to let me go in that brutal State 
I was in, without informing me how to dif- 
folve the Charm, was to lofe me for ever, and 
to deprive me of all the Benefits of Humanity. 
She therefore defir’d, if they would oblige her 
to go to Amalfi , that they would fuffer her to 
carry me with her, to be fome Comfort to her 
in her Confinement. But they plainly told her, 
foe muft exped no Favour from them 5 that 
they doubted not but my Cloaths would be Evi¬ 
dence enough of her Guilt, when fo powerful 

an Adverfary, as the Cardinal appear’d againft 
her. That, therefore, in her Favour they would 
carry that fine Lap-Dog for a Prefent for his 
Niece, whofe Word might be of Service to her 
in her Diftrefs. 

• • 

BI A N C HA was fatisfy’d, that without her 
own Confeflion they could never convid her of 
theMurther, and had befides fome Confidence 
in her Art, and the juft Defence foe could make 

about the Cloaths, fo feeing there was no Way 
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L EAVING Biancha confin’d with Iron 

Bars at Amalfi, two of the Cardinals Met 
fengers went with me to Liono, leaving 
the reft to go back after their Profecution of 
the fuppos’d Invidiofa by Loconiano, and Piefio 
to the Sea, and fo dire&Iy to Qfiia, without 
landing at Naples, or Gaeta. From Liono we 
enter’d the Mountains on Mules, the Steepnefs 
of which, and the ill Roads we met with. 
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THE Hoftefs was a buxom Bona Bob a , and 

had for fome Time bad an Affair with the Par- 

♦ 

fon of the Parifh, ’till now by their want of 
Caution, or the Jealoufy of the Hulband, they 
were not a little fufpeffed by the Hoft of cor- 
huting his Forehead. The Hoftefs took me, 
and carry’d me her felf up to her own Cham¬ 
ber, where opening the Door, I faw the vigo¬ 
rous young Dornne ready to receive her 3 and 
ftratting the Apartment, they loft no Time, 
but committed themfelves immediately to the 
confcious Bed 3 where the Fury of their Paf- 
fion being over, the Dame well pleas’d with 
his Performance, mingling now, and then a 
Kifs, began in this Manner. Are you fure of 
your Man ? Can you trufi him with the Treafure 
of my Life .<? Will he not do indeed, what he is 
only to diffemble the better to deceive my Huf- 
band ,, and make our Converfation the more eafy 
and imdijhtrb’d <? Should my dull Drudge ftfpea 
you meant only an Amufement , I fear he would 
try the Hone/ly of Martino 3 and 1 am afraid a 
Surgeon has not Honefly enough to refufe, a Bribe 
to betray his Trufi. However it is, Iwijhyou 
could have thought of fome lefs dangerous Way of 
removing my Hufbana's Jealoufy. Tear notfrxi} 1 dear 
Charmer, reply’d the Prieft ) I have fufficiently 
fecnrd Martino, by a Bribe , thy Hiifband will 
fcarce overbid did he know our Intrigue , fo much 
more does he value Money than Revenge. He s 

too good a Chrijlian, poor Soul, to bear Malice, 

at 







dom of two of the fame Sex. I have already 
made my Will , and difpos'd of my temporal and 
fpiritual Affairs, and that , as a good Chriffian , 
and an honefi Man Jboiild, do heartily for¬ 
give all . my Enemies : Particularly I declare , 
that it was not only by my Confent, but by 
my Defire , that my honefi Friend Martino 
the Surgeon undertook this Operation upon 
me 5 and that therefore if. any thing hap¬ 
pen d dmifs, or other wife than the Skill offo 
great an Artifi promis'd, he has my hearty Par¬ 
don before all the Company. . 

\ 

•' ! 

THE Company were fome furpriz’d, and 
others concern’d at what the Prieft faid, .while 
the Strangers, and Travellers could not well 
tell what he defign’d by his Speech ^ ’till now 
the Parfon being difrob’d, and bound faft Hand 
and Foot, the Surgeon takes out his Tools, and 

fcon goes to Work. The Prieft was not fond 

of parting with his Witneffes.of Manhood, but 
had made a fecret Bargain with the Surgeon 
only to make a Fiourifh, and fo pretend, that 
he had perfedly gelt him 5 but the Hulband, 
not without Caufe fufpeding his Familiarity 
with his Wife, as fecretly gives the Surgeon 
•double the Money to go through ft itch with 
his Work, and to make the Parfon an Eunuch 
indeed, by that Means to punilh him for what. 
Injury he had done him, and prevent the like. 

for the future. J 

• + 

♦ 

THE 
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THE Parfon lying now at his Mercy, whofe 

Motley he had already receiv’d, his Defire of 
that of the Hoft’s prevail’d with him at one 
Slice to fliave the Parfon fo clofe, that fpoil’d 
his rutting, as long, as he liv’d, adding, that he 
did not ufe to make-a Jeft of his Operations. 
The Parfon fwoon’d away, the difconfolate 
Dame did the like 5 the Hufband, and Compa¬ 
ny were pleas’d at the Execution, and the Man 
of God, the Blood being fteneh’d, carry’d 
Home to his own Houfe, where what became 
of him I know not. For with the firft Ap¬ 
pearance of Day we fet out from the Inn, wifh- 
ing our Hoft always fuch Revenge on the In¬ 
vaders of his Bed. ' 

HAVING now pafs’d the Mountains, we 

arriv’d at Cerino, a Town of much lefs Confi- 

deration, than formerly, which the 1 frequent 
Ruins demonftrate. Inftead of an Inn, we went 
here to the Houfe of the moft topping Baker 
in the Place, who was a Relation of one of my 

Guard, and feem’d a civil, good-humour’d, 
honeft Fellow enough, deferving a better Fate, 
than fuch a Devil of a Wife, as he had. For 
fuch a Tongue, and fuch a Tail, both at Bed 
and at Board, was enough to draw Compaflion 
from any Dog in Chrijlendom, that knew but 
half fo much as I did of the Sex. For there 
was not one Vice in Nature difagreeable, and 
lhocking from which Ihe was free • her Mind 
being the Drein,, or Com mon-lhore of all Wick- 

ednefs 5, 



» r - - — — w • - 

ednefs, where the feveral Channels empty’d 
themfelves of their offenfive Filth, and Nafti- 
nefs. She was mifchievous, cruel, drunken, 
obftinate, ftubborn, froward, impertinent, and 
faucy: In bafe Rapines avaricious 5 in ffiame- 
ful Expences profufe *: a Foe to Fidelity, and 
an Enemy toModefty 5 defpifing, and tramp¬ 
ling under Foot all the Duties of Religion 5 ihe 
would ftill wear the Vizor of Godlinefs, but 
the Mafk fo ill fitted the Proportion of her Vi¬ 
ces, that the Hypocrite always was feen in the 
falfe Zealot 5 yet a long while deceiving the 
World,, and her own wretched Hufband, in 
fpight of her daily Morning Whets, and conti¬ 
nual Adultery. 

THE Cardinal’s Men had Occafion to make 

fome little excurfoFy Journeys, partly on their 
Mailer's Bufinefs, and partly to fee fome Rela¬ 
tions, they had in thofe Parts, leaving me to 
the Care, and Protection of this pious good 
Wife of the Baker of Csrino. My Beauty, and 
Figure, that would charm a Care from People 
of any Soul, had no Effeft upon her 5 a raufty 
Bit, and a Knock being all I could get in a 
Day. A Ufage fo uncivil, and barbarous I 
relented, refplving fome Way, or other to be 
Sufficiently reveng'd on her fox my Treatment. 
This made me more curious in observing her 
A&ions, nor was fhe over-cautious of conceal¬ 
ing her Amours from the View of a Creature, 

that could not difcover her Secret ; fo that I 

...... -vy - • * • - / 
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foon perceiv’d in her Hufband’s Abfence a 
young Fellow refort to her Chamber, and pof- 
iefs even her Perfon. Befides whom, there was 
an old, fat, greafy Bawd, the Go-between of 
thefe worthy Lovers, who was Icarce ever 
from her 5 and with whom fhe frequently con- . 
fulted, in the midft of full Glaifes of good 
Wine, and plentiful Breakfafts, of which I 
could get no Share, how with the moft Ad- 
drefs and fubtle Ways fhe might abufe her cre¬ 
dulous good-natur’d Hufband. One Day a- 
mong the reft, in their fecret Conference, I 
heard the old Bawd deliver herfclf in this Man¬ 
ner, tho’ in a low Tone, to avoid being over¬ 
heard by any of the Family. 


‘AS for your prefent Gallant, my good 
Dame, (faid the old Bawd) you may do with 
him what you pleafe, having without my Ad¬ 
vice admitted him to your Arms 5 tho’ flug- 
gifli, and fearful to a Degree unfupportable. 
Who fuffers his Fear, and terrible Apprehen- 
fion of the horned Beaft your Hufband to dis¬ 
appoint violent Defires, and Expe&ations, 
with a more, than Hulband-like Coldnefs, and 
Impotence. Courage is as neceftary in Love, 
as War 5 for he that’s afraid of his Enemy in 

either, will never meet with Honour, but 

lhameful Difgrace. Ah 1 my good Dame, did 

you know but Philipbio, what another Man- 
is he ? How much more worthy of Embra-- 
ces fo enchanting, ha^fom, young, in the 

f very 
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‘very Bloom, liberal, ftrong, coriftant, arid 
4 active againft all the diligent, but ineffica- 
e clous Cares of the jealous Hufband. He is 
c only worthy the ftollen Favours of every 
4 Wife, and he is only worthy of a Crown of 
4 Gold, if it were only for the Trick he lately 
4 put upon an old, jealous, troublefom Cox- 
4 comb, with admirable Prefence of Mind, and 
4 Addrefs. Hear but the Adventure, and then 
4 you will be able to make the Comparifon be- 
4 tween the different Qualities of Gallants. 

4 YOU know Signor Barbara , an Aldermarl 
4 of this Town, whom the Mob for the Sour- 
4 nefs, and Severity of his Temper call the 
4 Scorpion. This Man has a young charming 
4 Wife, adorn'd with all the Beauties of Body, 

6 and Mind, that can render her defirable to 
4 the Young, and the Amorous. This Trea- 
4 fure by the Hufband is kept under the ftri&eft, 

4 and moft watchful Guard imaginable againft 
4 the Accefs, or Attempts of all who may wilh 
4 to poflefs it. 

4 CERTAINLY (interrupted the Bakers 
4 Wife) I -know Aretina my School-fellow ve- 
4 ry well; for it is of her, and her Hulband 
4 you now difcourfe. You are already, there- 

* fore acquainted with the whole Story (re- 
4 ply’d the Bawd) of her Amour with Philip- 
4 pirn ? Not with one Word of it, (faid the' 

• other) btit I long to hear it, and I beg you, 

my 



I 


THE loquacious Bawd took her Word at the 
firft Rebound, and clos’d in with her Defire in 
this Manner. 


‘THIS Bar faro being obliged to go to 2 Ta* 
pies on extraordinary Bufinefs, with which 
he could by no Means difpenfe, fearful of, and 
defirous to preferve his own Peace, and his 
Wife’s Honour, and Chaftity, with the ut- 
moft Caution, and Care in his Abfence, he 
took thefe Meafures. He had a poor old 
Slave, or Servant, call’d whofe Fi¬ 

delity he had often, and long experienc’d. 
To this Argus he fecretly commits the Cufto 
dy of his Miftrefs entirely, threatening him 
with Imprifonment, viok ~ " 


4 


Fa 


Male- 


much, as to touch her with the Tip of his 
Finger, in his Abfence, a during My r mi IIo of 


thoufand horrid 


with 
and Curfes. 


leaving him with Fear and Dread enough 
make him a cautious and watchful Guard 
his Wife, - he with abundance of Security 
i out on his Journey. 


•The anxious Myrmtllo having ever his 
c Mailer’s Threats before his Eyes, never fuf* 
* fers his Charge to flir out of Doors 5 nor is 

T ‘ he 

* 
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* he ever abfent out of her Chamber when at 

« 

‘ Work, watching her almofl: to every neceffary 

4 Occafioh with a Diligence unweary’d. 

" ^ 

- 4 BUT the Beauty of Aretina was too con- 
4 fiderable for Fame to be filent of it, or for the 
4 inquifitive Philipino not to hear fomething 

* of Charms fo extraordinary 5 but that which 
4 gave him the greateft Spur to the Attempt, 
6 was the Reputation of her own Chaftity, and 
4 the Vigilance of her Keeper, both Obftacles 
4 worthy his Induftry to overcome. Pufh’d on 
4 with this lingular Ambition, and throughly 
4 prepar’d againft all Events, he draws down 
4 all his Forces, and employs all his Strata- 
4 gems to ftorm, or undermine the tenacious 

* Difcipiiiie of this Houfe. Being already fen- 
4 fible, that all human Fidelity was frail, and, 
6 that there was no Difficulty fo great, or For- 
4 tifications fo impregnable, but were pervious 
4 to Gold, and that Money would btirft open 

* Gates, made of adamantine Rocks 5 a lucky 
4 Opportunity throwing Myrmillo all alone in 
4 his Way, taking hold of the Forelock of Oc~ 
4 caftan, he addrefles himfelf to him, plainly 
4 difcovers his Paflion for his Miftrefs, and 
4 begs his Afliftance in an Amour, which could 
4 not be compieated without him y that he 
4 muft perifh without his fpeedy Conveyance 
4 of him to the Arms of Aretina , That he 

• a * 

4 Ihould confider, the Matter was very eafy, 

* and feafible, and carry d no terrible. Difficul- 

4 ty 




4 tiiis his threaten’d Punilhment, on that his 
4 promis’d Pleafure. But powerful Gold, at 
4 laft, drove the Fear of diflant Torments, and 
4 Death .out of the Fields and left it to the pre- 
' 4 lent Satisfaction. This Contefi was not of a 
"‘ Moment, but extended its Difquiet to the 
4 perpetual Invalion of his no&urnal Cares, and 
4 the deftin’d Hours of his natural Repofe $ the 
4 Luft of Gold, and Pelt of Avarice having 
4 now taken full Polfeffion of his Heart $ and 
4 tho’ his Mailer’s Threats perfuaded his Stay 
4 at Home, yet the Syren-Voice of the be- 
4 witching Gold call’d him Abroad. Thus van- 
4 quilh’d by this he goes to his Miltrefs, and 
4 without Hefitation delivers the Melfage fent 
4 by him .from Phtlipino $ the Woman, follow- 
4 ing the genuine Levity of her Temper, fur- 
4 render’d immediately her boafled Honour, 

4 and Chaflity to the execrable Metal. 

4 MTRMILL 0 , over-joy’d at the Suceefs 
4 of his Negotiation, on all the Wings of De- 
4 lire to touch, and polTefs. the charming Gold, 
* he had feen, flees to the tranfported Philipino>, 
4 informing him of the Accomplishment of his 
4 Wilhes, by his lingular Labour, Indultry, 
4 and Addrefs, impatiently alking the Reward 
4 of his Infidelity. And with a greedy Hand 
4 receives the fhining Oar, which ’till then was 

4 force ever Mailer of half the Bulk of -Brafs 

/ 4 

‘ or Copper. 
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‘THE Night comes on,. Philipino’s fuffi- 

‘ ciently difguis’d, and the lufty young'Lover 
‘ convey’d by Mymtllo to his Mafter’s Houfe, 


and Miftrefs 


But as Plea- 


Man 


‘ young Lovers make their firft Oblations to 
‘ Venus, in the mid’ft of vigorous Onfets in the 
‘.furious, but tender Warfare of Kiifes, and 
‘ Embraces, the jealous Hufband returns, as * 
‘unexpected, as unwelcome. He firft raps 

* gently at the Door, then calls - aloud, .and 
‘ bounces with Impatience, and fufpicious Rage, 

‘ and full of Refentment by the Delay, vows 
‘unheard-of Punifliments to My millo.' 'But 

‘ he quite confounded with ari Evil fp fudden, 

‘ loft in the Terrors of Fear, and^pprehen- 
‘ iion, knew not what Gourfe to take, or what 
‘ Refolutions to follow. At laft, the only Ex* 
‘ cufe he could make to his impatient Mafter, 

* was that the Darknefs of the Night, and the 
‘ want of a Candle would not let him find out 
‘ the Key, which in Difcharge of his Truft he 
‘ had hid with that Care, that he could not 
‘ readily come at it. 


‘THE Noife had by this Time alarm’d 
4 Philipmoy who fnatching up his Cloaths, and 
4 leaping out of Bed, in the Hurry ran out of 
4 the Chamber without his Shoes 5 and coming 
4 itear Mymillo , he then open’d the Door, and 
4 let in his Mafter full of Oaths, and Execra- 
4 tions, who ran diredly to his own Chamber, 

T 3 4 The 
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6 The Lover was. difmifs’d , the Door foon 

* fatten’d, and Myrmillo retires to his Bed. 
‘ But as Barbaro the next Morning was leaving 
‘ his Chamber, he'fpies thefe ftrange Shoes 
‘.Handing under his Bed y and taking - them up, 

4 tho’ he pretty well guefe’d by them W/hat was 
‘ done, faid not one Word to his Wife, or any 
4 of his Family of his Intentions, he orders 

6 Myrmillo to be bound by his Fellow-Servants, 
‘ and dragg’d out into the Street in order tq 
4 carry him to Prifon, refolving by that or 

4 worfe Punilhment to find out the Adulterer. 

• - • 

* # 4 

♦ 

4 AS he thus march’d along the Street full 
4 of tumultuary Thoughts, and Myrmillo be- 
4 hind him loaderx with Chains, and guarded 
4 by his Fellow-Servants, tho’ not yet convided, 
4 yet charg’d too Horae by his Conscience, wept 
4 moft abundantly, and fent forth moft pitiful 

4 Complaints to move Conipaflion in his Matter, 
4 and thofe, that beheld him, Pbilipino came 
4 by 5 and eafily guefiiilg the Matter by the 
6 Concfition of Myrmillo , taking Counfel from 

* the prefent Exigence of Affairs, and the Rea- 
4 dinefs pf his Wit, with his wonted Conftan- 
4 cy, and handfoiii AlTurance, driving away 
4 the Servants he falls on Myrmillo , loud in 
4 Words, and feemingly very fierce in his 
4 Blows, tho’difguis’d his Rage fo well, that 
e the Beholders faw more, than the Captive 

1 felt — Ton damn cl confounded Rogue , ( C17 VI 
1 Pbilipino) worthy not only of thefe Chains, but 

4 Prd 



THE old eternal Tatler had fearce done 

her Story, when the Baker’s Wife burfl: out 
into thefe pious Ejaculations. Thrice happy 
(faid die) is that Woman, who is blejfed , with 
a Friend of that Confancy, and Vigour of Body 
and Mind! While I, wretched Woman! have 
met with a Gallant , fo timer ous, and cowardly, 
that the very Noife of the bolting Mill , and the 
Sight of his own Shadow firikes with a pannick 
Terror. Well , ref you fatisfyd (aiTum’d the 
old Bawd) at the Hour appointed Til bring you 
this brifk, this witty, bold Lover. So having 
fix’d the Time that very Evening, fhe left the 
longing Wife to wait for the happy Moment. 
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BUT to wafte the tedious Minutes,this pious 
ehaft Wife employs her felf in preparing a no¬ 
ble Collation, fhe racks off the rich Wines, 
feafons the provoking Soup with forc’d Meats, 
and fets her felf out to make every Part of his 

' * - * J 

Reception the more agreeable to fo meritorious 
a Gallant 5 waiting his adulterous Approach 
as that of fome Saint, or Divinity. The Huf- 
bandi was very opportunely to fup; Abroad 
with a-Neighbour, and intimate Friend of his, 
a Fuller by Trade, and one of the topping Bur¬ 
gers of the Town, • 

A 

.* • • • 1 

4 

* • * • 

THE Sun was now gone to illuminate the 
other half of the Globe, and left our Hejni- 
fphere to the Dominion of Nighty when the 
damnable Bawd, moft punctual to her Time, 
returns with the forward adulterous Boy. 
Scarce had the foft Down yet lhaded his Face, 
yet capable of railing and fatisfy ing the too cri¬ 
minal and too common Pafiions in the Men, as 

I V * / 

A 

well as the Ladies, With open Arms fhe re¬ 
ceives him, and devouring Kifle3, and. the 
ftricteft Embraces, and-all the foft. Welcomes, 

. - J • • ' * . - • ^ 

that eager Wilhes, and Love could infpire, 


4 

THE hrft Hurry of Love being over, they 
fit down to the Table. But, as the malevolent 

. • 1 > i * 4 ^ / ■ • 

Planets ordain’d, he had fearce yet done with 
the Soup, and begun the firft Dilh, but the 
intruding unexpefted Hufband comes Home, 
The pious good Wife having given him to ten 

thou- 
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thoufand Devils, and wish’d his Neck broke 
for his curfed Interruption, throws an empty 
Trough (in which they us’d to bolt their 
Meal) over him; and removes the Table into 
the Clofet. Having thus difpos’d of her Gal¬ 
lant, andFeaft, with her native Cunning dif- 
fembiing her Guilt Ihe belies her fearful Heart 
with a Countenance unconcern’d, and with all 
the Calmnefs imaginable alks her Hufband the 
Caufe of his hidden Return, and of his leaving 
a Supper prepar’d for him by his Neighbour 
and intimate Friend? 

• • - i ' • 

I > 

WHEN, fighing with a Groan from his 

very Heart, Alas! faid he, unable to. bear the 
intolerable ' Wickechiefs, of a profligate Woman y 
I fled away Home. Good Heaven / what an 
Age do we live in / What a Woman have , I 
feen! how faithful , how fiber in Appearance ! 
and yet how has jhe mofl Jhamefully defil'd her- 
felfi with the mofi^ opprobiom Difgrace!. I fwear 

to you by the Bleifed Virgin Mary, I can. fearce 
credit my own Eyes againfl her. 

THE Wife’s Curiofity being rais’d by thefe. 
odd Exclamations of the Hufband, fhe could 
not reft fatisfy’d ’till, he gave her a full Ac¬ 
count of the Adventure. Who, to avoid the 
ftirring up of his Wife’s unquiet Devil, began 
a Relation, which he little thought fa n?ar a 

Parallel to his own Cafe, 


( MY 
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‘ MY Friend the Fuller’s Wife, having ’till 
‘ this Moment maintain’d the incontefted Re- 

* putation of a Woman of fevere Honefty, go-. 

* verning her Family with Modefty, and Dif- 
c cretion, and a lingular Fame of Chaftity, has 
c now at laft facrijic’d all to the criminal Em» 

* braces of an Adulterer. She was not con- 

* tent to enjoy daily the impious Thefts of an 
6 adulterous Love with her,Gallant, but know- 
e ing the Appointment, was yet in his Arms, 
‘ when we came Home to Supper. Arriving 

* fomething earlier, than (he expefted, therea- 
f dieft Way, her Surprize could furnifh her 
e with, was to clap him under a wicker Flaflcet, 

e fhe cover*d it with fome Cloaths wet with the 

• • * * 

‘ warm Sulphur, and ftrew’d all about it fine 
f Powder of the fame, as a Heap of white 
‘ Linnen juft working in the Trade. Having 
‘ thus fecurely, as (he thought, conceal’d her 
‘ Gallant, we being come in fhe fate down with 
‘ us to the Table without any Concern. But 
‘ the Youth almoft fuffocated with the Smoak 
f of the Sulphur, was farc’d'by its Nature to a 

‘ frequent fneezing, the .Noife coming^ from 
‘ behind his Wife, the good Man, the firft, 
‘ fecond, and third Time, cry’d God blefs her $ 
‘ but theSneezing (till redoubling, he fufpe&ed 
‘ the Matter, and puihing away the Flaflcet, 
‘ he makes a Difcovgry, that perfectly con- 
‘ founded us all, a young Man panting for 
‘ Life, and breathing almoft his laft Breath. 
‘ The rlu(band full of Rage calls for his Sword, 
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% ■ 

to kill the poor Wretch that lay juft expiring 
s on the Floor before us. 


* ^ 


% 

* I H AD much ado to ft op the Execution 
*■ of his Revenge, by urging the common Dan- 
4 ger from fo wilful a Murther, affuring him, 

‘ that in all Probability the Sulphur had done 
‘ his Bulinefs to his Hands, without involving 
f us in the Guilt of Blood. Not vanquifti d 
‘ by my Perfualions, but the prefent Neceflity, 
*■ he carries him out into the next Alley there 
4 to leave him to perifli alone. In the mean 
* Time I perfuaded the guilty Wife to with- 
‘ draw a little while to fome Friend, or other, 
‘ ’till her Hulband’s Rage was appeas’d, which 
‘ now in its firft Excefs, might produce fome 
‘evil Confequence too fatal to both. Thus 
( fick of my poor Neighbour’s unlucky Enters 
‘ tainmenty I immediately retir’d to my own 

‘ Houfe. 
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Scandal of Projlitution , concluding her pajjionate 
Harangue with'this Sentence , that fitch Women 
ought to be burnt alive. Yet fenfible of her 
own fecret Guilt, and admon'ifh’d by her own 
fordid Confcience, and fearing fome like Acci¬ 
dent of Difcovery, and to fet her Gallant free 
from his troublefome Confinement, fhe, every 
now and then was perfuading her Huiband to 
go to Bed in good Time, y But he, having loft 
his Supper at: his Neighbour’s, was hungry, : 
and order d/her to fpread the Table with fome- 
thing to eat. She fpeedily. complies with his 
Defires, that ftre might fo at leaft be rid of 
him the fooner, yet much againft her Will 
giving her Huiband, what Ihe had provided for 

her Gallant, 

• « • 

I 

• • 

^ . 

.. THE Supper being fet, I apply’d my felf to 
the good Man, not hoping a Morfel from the 
abominable Wife, whofe laft Scene of Impu¬ 
dence had rais’d my Indignation, to Refolves 
of Revenge:by difcovering if I could pollibly 
do it, her favour’d Gallant' hid under the 
Trough.. The good-natur’d Huiband took Care 

of me as the Trull of his Friend, and Relation. 

. / _ * 

and fed me moll plentifully, tho’ not without 
many a Kick from his ill-natur’d Wife, My 
Belly now full I ran fmelling about the Trough, 
to make him take Notice, but in vain, the 
Wife averting his Notice by fome Art or other 5 
’till at laft I found one of his Hands without 
the Trough, and feizing it with my Teeth, 

- gave 


4 


Book III. 


2.8 5 


Chap. t 


gave him.fuch Squeezes, that ftriving to get 
his Hand under his Shelter he quite tumbled 
it over, and difcover’d the Shame of the lewdeft 
and moft impudent of Women. 


THE Baker not at all mov’d with this Ma~ 
nifeftation of his Infamy, taking up the Youth 
with a ferene Aftion and calm Countenance 
fooths him, all pale with Fear and Apprehen- 
fion, in this Manner. — Fear not any Dangefr 
from ?«<?, my Son , faid he, I am no Barbarian, 
nor of fo ruftick, and uncourtly a Temper, to 
injure fo charming a Gallant, for a little Slip 
of Youth, which you can eafily attone; nor 
will I ftifle thee, as my Neighbour did his 
Cuckold-maker, with the Fume of the Sul¬ 
phur 5 nor even will I try, by the known 
Civil Law againft Adulterers, fo beautiful and 
accomplifh’d a Youth. No, no, I will only 
divide Joys with my Wife, and one Bed may 
be the pleafing and undifturb’d Scene of both 
our Enjoyments, for I have always liv’d fo 
amicably with her, that the fame Object, that 
pleafes her muft afford me like Pleafure. Yet 
the Law will allow, that the Wife has not 
greater Privilege, and Authority in the Houfe 
than the Hufband, and as yet we are not on an 
equal Foot. 

HAVING in this Ironical Manner bant 

1 

ter'd the young Spark, he draws him after.him, 

tho 3 unwilling into his Chamber, and locking 

out 
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out his Wife, there took what an Italian thinks 
a pleafing Revenge on him for corrupting the 
Marriage-Bed. 

I W AS not infenfible, that if I flay’d Be¬ 
hind him, I fhould experience the Refentment 
of the Wife for the Difcovery I had made, I 
therefore made my Way before him, but could 
not efcape a little Sample of her good Will 
for treading on my Foot, as by Chance, flie al- 
moft fqueez’d my Toes to Pieces. The good 
Man with a Curfe on her for her Pains, takes 
tne up in his Arms, and conveys me in Safety 
into his Bed-Chamber.. 

BUT when the returning Sun had once 

again reftor’d the pleafing Light of the Morn¬ 
ing, calling up two of the luftieft Men he had, 
he commanded one to hold him up fairly at his 
Back, and the other to hold his Legs to the 
belt Advantage, and with a Ferula he lay’d oil 
his Pofteriors in a plentiful Manner, all the 
while fpeaking to him with a pleafant Con¬ 
tempt — How now, my tender Bardalh, Laid 
he, do you fo improvidently wafte your felf on 
Women, while yet you are fo fit for Cardies 
of Men > Do you already purfue the Corruptioii 
of Maids, and Wives > And tho’ not yet ripe 
for the Name of an Adulterer, doft thou court 
the Appellation with too forward an Ambi¬ 
tion > Having thus abus’d him, and beat him 
fuffidently, he turn’d him out of Doors, with- 
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out any farther Damage or Harm. This flout 
and vigorous Adulterer, getting this unhop’d 
for Delivery from Death* covering up his buf¬ 
fered Buttocks, took himfelf w ith his utmoft 

Speed to his Heels. 

» 

THE Baker then fent his Wife Word to be 

gone out of his Houfe, if {he expected to come; 
off with a Punilhment fo mild. But Ihe was 
of a Temper not to be humbled by Difgrace, 
or won by Moderation 3 but enrag’d by her 
Infamy, made Ufe of his Lenity to endeavour 
a Revenge. But her Plot being difcover’d, tot 
efcape her Hulband’s Refentment (he fled from 
the Place. 


CHAP* II. 

Fantafio is bought by a Fryar-Confejfor to a Mo- 
nafiery of Nuns in Sarno. An Account of the 
Amours of the Fryars, and the Nuns, and 
feveral of their profane V?rfes to tjoeir Reclufe 
Miflrejfes , and of the lewd Freedoms they took 
with them the firfi Night he was, there. 

% 

- _ * 

T HE Cardinal 3 s Men being now'come 

back, and having heard of the Misfor¬ 
tune of their Kinfman, and my Hurt, they 
condol'd' with him a Day or two, and then 
putfu’d their Journey to Carife , a fmall but 
pkafantly fituated Town 5 whence palling 

through 


I 
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through Marzano^ndSolefra, we arriv’d at the 
City of Sarno. At our Entrance of the Gate we 
met with a Fryar, who happen’d to be a Con- 
feffor to a Monaftery of Nuns in that City 5 
and cafting his Eye very wifhfully on me, de- 
fir’d his Brother, one of the two of my Con¬ 
ductors, to give me to him for a Prefent to a 
Lady, a great Devote of their Order, and a 
particular Friend of his; however, on finding 
him difficult to part with me, he proffer’d him 
two Crowns in Gold for me. Money that does 
all Things, foon diverted their Minds from 
preferving me for Donna Therefa ^ and fo thofe 
who had no other Right to me but Force, for 

a Price fo confiderable fold me to the Fry at. 

• « 

THE Lady he defign’d me for, was only a 
beautiful young Nun of the Monaftery to which 
he was Confeffor. For having long made his 
Addreffes to her, he thought, he could not 

find a more agreeable Prefent, than a Creature 
fo very extraordinary in its Kind. 

* 

■ 

VESPERS being over, and the Nuns ac¬ 
cording to Cuftom being got to the Grates, 
were pleafantly entertain’d every one with her 
Fryar. There he firft produc’d me to the Com¬ 
pany, and rais’d the Admiration and Envy of 
all thofe who could not compafs fo pretty a 
Piece of Gallantry. 

4 . 
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BY the .Subftance of this firft Converfatioh 

' • * • i . 

I found,., that tho’ Locks , Bars, and [roil 
Grates may raife line folemn Imaginations in 
a Stranger, that fees them, yet they prove but 
very weak Securities, to their Vertue,- whom 

they enclofe, when there are Keys, and free 
occafional Accefs to the Brawny young Con- 
Confeffor. Here I perceiv'd, that the Religious 
Reclufes did not always fpend their Time in 
Devotion, bodily Labour, or innocent Diver- 
fion j and .that fuch arbitrary, and unaltera¬ 
ble Refolutions were neceffary Caufes of very 
dangerous Confequences. For there certainly 
is that Magick in Nature, that is too hard for 
allthofe Provilions, and Precautions of their 
Rules, and Inftitutions, and even legal Penal-* 
tie6 5 while in Spight. of all thefe I found 
them deliver'd up to the uncontrolable Power 

of their natural Inclinations. And indeed 

% 

when weconfider not theFrame of our Na¬ 
tures, . nor the Dependence of our, Beings on 
the Varieties of Objects, that ad upon us, 
but will contrary to the Laws of eur Creation 
pretend to' take. Heaven, by Violence, in a 
wrong Notion of forc’d Methods, and bind our 
felves unalterably to fuch Laws in the doing 
it, as fhall contradict thofe Inclinations, that 
God has planted within us, and given, per¬ 
haps, that Power and Force to, in fome Con¬ 
stitutions, that they cannot be controul’d, but 
by that legal, and ordinary Provifion, that he 
has made for them ; it is no Wonder, that we 

tj imi 
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find our felves rafbly foolifi in endeavouring to 
be wifer, than the Deity, that made us, and 
inftead of being extravagantly more divine, 
and religious, than our Neighbours, prove at 
laft to be but ridiculoufly brutifh. 

HOW juft thofe Refleftions are, and how 
well grounded in our Nature, the following: 
Account will fuffieiently ftiow by the ftrange 
and wild Excelfes of Luxury, and Lull, which 
my Shape gave me an Opportunity of observing, 
betwixt the Fryars, and the Nuns, and be¬ 
tween the Nuns themfelves. 

FATHER Pietro who had bought me of 

his Brother, having Chew’d me, as I faid at the 
Grate, order’d Sifter Clara , to whom he then 
made .his amorous Addreffes, to fend round a 
Lay-Sifter to convey me to her. 

WHAT the Difcourfe was between thefe 
folly Fryars and Nuns, whilft I was carrying, 
round I know not $ but as foon as I was deli¬ 
ver’d to Sifter Clara, my new Miftrefs, and 
fhe had given me fuch ufual Careftes, as Dogs 
of my Merit meet with from the Fair, and 
the Foolijb. — Well, Father Pietro, let me fee 

Jour Verfes, (faid fhe) let me fee how far my 
Eyes have infpird your Mufe, or whether you 
had any other Mufe,than my fe'lfto fire your Ima¬ 
gination. There are thofe exquifite Perfections 

in ths incomparable Hermione ( reply’d the' 






I. 

* * " _ ' f 

Happy Daphnis Jince you know 

The Price, that will your Fair One gain $ 
To your [elf your Ills you owe. 

If you idly fill complain 5 
i/'Chloe’j Vices the kind Balm impart, 

That cures the eajy Wounds her Eyes make is 
your Heart. 


II. 

But there are no Hopes for me 

To affuage my raging Smart, 

To gain the bright Hermione 

There is no Price, there is no Art 5 

Honours, and Heavn are bought by Gold, and 
Prayr, 

But Natur 

Fair , 

THE Verfes (faid Clara) ate indeed very 
good, and worthy a nobler Subjell 3 but they 
feem to me a little too profane for the Author. 
Alas ! my dear Hermione, Love has always a 
great Latitude allow'd him 5 arid a Soul throughly 

pojfefsd with that Pafjion, as mine is, can thank 
nothing profane, that expreffes the Violence of 
his AffeEHon, or his Mifrefs' s Charms. 

FATHER Pietro / think (affum’d Father 
Antonio j is infinitely in the right , for how cart 

a Mind 


e yields no Bribe, to win: that heavnly 



* 
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a Mind -wholly fix’d, nay wholly fubfijling on the 
Ob ject of its Defires, think it Profanation to ap¬ 
ply all the Creation , all that Man is capable of 
thinking Good, or Great, to the Beauties of 
Iris’.r or Lyfander’j Love. For my Part, Ifhall 
never find it in my Roll of deadly Sms , to pay 
that Adoration to the living, and immortal and 
vifible Image of God in my Iris, which we think 
it our Duty to offer to the inanimate, arid fenfe- 
lefs Figures of divine Beings. I-believe what I 
have made on this-Sub] eft may be entertaining 
to the Company , and that the Goddefs of -my 
Vows, the Sovereign of my Heart, the incompa¬ 
rable Iris will accept it, as a pure Offering of 
that Pajfion, her Charms has infpird. 

An ODE 

^ ^ % 


To Iris, by Lyfander. 

I 


With calm Emotions I can vie-w 





t 



frail Lines how dare you thus your fortune 

try? 

fet go faint Sallies of my amorous Mind 
If you as good, as wife Zelinda find , 

And from her Eye one tender Glance obtain , 

Tour happy Fortune will in me 
Kindle the Flames of Jealoufy , 

While I at Difiance breath my Sighs in vain . 

Ah ! rob me not or of her Heart or Eye , 

Tell her in her I only live, without her dye , 

Tell her I love, I languijh , I defpair y 
find by the Sovereign Godhead fwear 
Cleon will be as confiant as fise’s fair. 


I FQUND that thefe good Fathers were 
not content to employ all this profane Stuff to 
win the Hearts of the religious Sifters, and to 
fire them with thofe criminal Flames, with 
which they burnt fo violently themfelves 3 but 
took Care to endeavour to perfuade them of 
the Merit of their Compliance, as with a 
Duty authoriz’d by the greateft Fathers of the 
Church, nay the Apofiles , and Chrifi himfelf 5 
as will be plain from the following Difcourfe, 
and Yerf^s of Fryar Dominico. 



I HA FE 



I HAVE foundmy dearefi Clelia, (faid 
he) that you have'often rand frivolous Scru¬ 
ples againfi thofe Freedoms I would have taken 
•with yon, and thofe agreeable Sentiments of 
Love l have endeavour'd to infill into your cruel', 
and obdurate Heart: as if that which is the 
Band, and Ligame?it of the whole Univerfe could 
be a Crime in us. The Maker of Nature has 
fix'd it as the preferving Principle of the Uni- 

verfe, without which all this Harmony of Be¬ 
ings would fall into Confufdon, and Mankind 
perifb in a Day. No, no, by how much more 
peculiarly we are fet apart, and devoted to the 
Praife of this Founder of Love, by fo much the 
more ready we fhould be to' lifien to the foft, and 
gentle Whifpers of a Paffion, to which we owe 
both our Being, and Well-being. But that you 
may not thmk me partial to my own Inclinations, 
hear what St. Auguftin, St. Ambrofe, and the 
other Lights of Religion have faid on this Head, 
and'le'drn from them, my dear Clelia, to embrace 
that as a Duty, which you have vainly hitherto 
avoided as' a Crime. 


St. Auftin, preaching to a Dame, 

Thus praifes Loves celeflial Flame. 

Love, as the Effence of the Soul, : 

All other Pajfions fhould confront. 

St. Bernard wrote a TraS to prove. 

How meritorious ‘tis to love. ' : 

at 

St. Ambrofe too anathematizes 
7 ba$ Jde, or She, that Love defpifes. 

* 



I PERCEIV’D my Miftrefs, Sifter Cla* 

ra, not a little pleas’d with this laft Copy of 
Varies, by which {he found her fecret Incli¬ 
nations fo well jnftify’d by Authority. And 
ftie immediately fuffer’d Father Pietro to kifs 
her Hand through the Grate, while a confci- 
ous Red in a Moment o’erfpread her Face. 
The good Father perceiv’d the Progrefs he had 
made, and telling her, that all above the Gir¬ 
dle was due to the Liberties of her Friend, he 
therefore defir’d her to remove thofe Clouds 
that hid her beautiful Eofom from his Eyes. 
She at firft made fome Difficulty of the Mat¬ 
ter’:, but finding all the reft fufficiently en¬ 
gag’d with their feveral Servants, and mur¬ 
muring Love, and all the loofe Exprefiions, 
that uncontroul'd Luft could infpire, fhe with- 


drew the Habit fo far, that not only her fine 
round hard Breafts were expos d to the Fryar’s 
eager Eyes ; but even almoft down to her Na¬ 
vel Father Vietre^ was not able to bear the 
enchanting Sight with any Patience, but com¬ 
manding her Hand through the Grate, con¬ 
vey’d it into his Bofom then likewife made 
bare. What .elfe they did was under Cover, 
and hid from.my Eyes $ but it was then agreed 
that they would be marry’d the following 
Night; and that Sifter Clara fhould be ready 
drefs’d in a fecular Habit* as he would likewife 
be like a Cavalier, and then they would unite 
ss others of the Nuns had done, with the Fa¬ 
thers of their Order. 

a 

♦ 

" 9 • 

BLESS me! thought!, what can all this 
mean? Sure never was heard fuch a Wedding, 
as that of a Fryar, and a Nun, However,, be¬ 
ing ignorant of the Affairs .of the Monaftery, I 
fufpended my Cenfure ’till ! faw the Event, not 
doubting but that it would be of a Piece with 
what I had already feen.pafs betwixt them. It 
was now grown near eleven a Clock at Night 
before thefe amorous Religious could part with 
one another. But now the good Fathers re¬ 
tiring, 1 the Nuns went to their feveral; Apart¬ 
ments full of thofe pious Thoughts and Defires 
of Man, with which their good Guides had 
infpir’d them, 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. Ill: 

“. . V 

. • 

* . 

The Hiftory of Sifter Ifabella, and how Jhe was 
debauch'd by a Fryar at thirteen, under his 
Pretence of taking P.offejfwn of her for the 
Virgin Mary § with her Adventures with the 
Tutchefs of Sora, her becoming a Nun, the 
Addrejfes, and Letter of Father Giovanni • 
her Hate for Men, and Love for her own 
Sex , to which Jhe endeavours to perfuade 

Sifter Clara. What paft betwixt the •two 
Sifters that Night. 

% 

1 

S ISTER Clara had not been long got into 
her Cell, but fame Body knocks at the 
Poor foftly, and being admitted prov’d Sifter 
Ifabella , a Nun betwixt thirty, and forty, 
who yet was handfom enough to merit the Ad- 1 
dreffes of the amorous Fryars. The DoOr being 
fhut, Ihe clafp’d Sifter Clara about the Wafte,' 
and hugging her with fome Earneftnefs, kifs’d 
her with fuch Vigour, and Zeal, that I con¬ 
cluded it was fome young Fryar difguis’d in 
the Habit of a Nun for a better Opportunity of 
enjoying her without Interruption. 

*• r 

* 1 • 

V. * 

* 

‘ MY dear Clara, (faid fhe) I come to pafs 
* this Night with you, to warn you of a Folly 
■ you fe'em already given up to, in your Affair 
* with the Confeffor. I grant you he is hand- 

* fom, and has a Tongue, that might well 

‘ excufe 

- 


f 
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* excufe a Womans Frailty in yielding to his 
‘ Defires $ but* believe me, who have experi- 

‘enc’d it, the Joys, - that a Man can beftow 

* are by no Means equal to the Pains, that a 

* Paflion for him muft necelfarily produce. 
And of all Men the Love of a Fryar is the 

f moft to be avoided, for he is the moft fickle 
f of Mankind. Tis true, if a Nun muft needs 
c have an Intrigue with that vain Animal, I 
? think it is more prudent to beftow the Fa¬ 
vour on a Monk, than a Secular, becaufe 
f there is a Tye on his Secrefy, which his own 

* Intereft confirms. But fince a Woman can 

♦ 

* have no Appetite, that a Woman is not capa- 

* ble <?f fatisfying, I know not why we Ihould 
f run the Hazard of Pains, that in all Pror 
f bability muft follow the Enjoyment of a 
‘Man. 

• . ■ 

‘BESIDES, the Liberties too many of 
‘ our Sifters have allow’d the Fryars, may one 

* Day bring a Ruin on our Monaftery, not oUr 
? iy by a Wafte of the Revenue of our Houfe, 

* which our prefent Abbefs, in Compliance 
‘ with the Luxury of the Fryars, fuffers with- 
‘ out any Thought of the Event 5 but alfo by 
e the too frequent Births, that have happen’d of 

* Children begot by thofe ungodly Fathers, 
‘ which by fome Accident, or other, or by a 
‘ Vifitation from the Biihpp, may ruin our 

* Reputation. We are fix’d in this City, we 
0 cannot remove, muft abide by the Infamy, 
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4 while the Authors of our Difgrace on any 

• threatening Evil, remove to fome diftant 
‘ Convent of their Order, and are never heard 
, of more. 

% 

* 

• . 1 

* TIS true, humali Nature is not able to 
‘ fupport all the Defires, and Appetites it has, 

4 without allowing them fomewhat proportio- 
‘ liable* to their Caufe t, but then there are 

* Ways of doing all this without incurring fo 
‘ dangerous a Scandal, or bringing our felves 
4 under a Tyranny of Men, who fet no Bounds 
4 to their Will, and who feem fatisfy d with 
‘ nothing but our Ruin. Yes, charming CIa~ 

4 ra, if you let me pafs this Night with you, 

4 1 hope to convince you, that you, have no’ 

4 need of Father Pietro to give you all the Plea- 
4 fure fo much Youth, and fo much Beauty 
4 requires. Our Party is already grown pretty 
4 firong, and if we can once get out this foo- 
4 lifh Abbefs, I hope we fhall free our Mo- 
4 nailery from fo villainous a Tuition, as now: 

4 it lies under. 

4 

4 1 AM ftrangely furpriz’d ( reply’& Sifter 
4 Clara ) at what you have laid, my dear Jfa - 
4 belia 5 and am perfectly ignorant of what you 
4 mean by Joys, and Pleafures betwixt the fame 
4 Sex. But I fancy you have receiv’d fome 
4 ftrange Injury from the Men, that you are 
4 grown fo inveterate an Enemy to the whole; 
1 Kind. I freely confefs ( return’d Ifabella ) 
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«the Ground of my Averfion, was art irtcredi- 

* ble Abufe, which I receiv'd from a Fryar in 
4 my Childhood I may call it, having not then 

* feen full thirteen Years. You’ll infinitely 

* oblige me (reply’id Sifter Clara ) to give me 
4 an Account of your Life, which I fancy muft 


4 yield fomething extraordinary, fince it has 


* given you fuch Notions of Things, as to me 


unaccountable. 


4 T HO’ it grows pretty late, a‘nd you may 
4 begin to want your Repofe (aifum’d Ifabella J 
4 yet fince your Curiofity overcomes your In- 
4 clinations to fleep, while you undrefs your 
4 felf I will give you a furamary Account of 


II 


4 

I W A S Born at Sora in the Abruz&o , of 
Parents not very eminent for Fortune, or Qua¬ 
lity, yet my Father’s Employ was fufficient to 
give me a genteel Education. I am of Opi¬ 
nion, that there is fome Impulfe of Nature, 
or Influence of the Stars, which pulhes fome 
more,- than others on the Confines of Venm 
}• confefs I did not know any Thing what it 
was, that Men and Women were join’d for, 
yet by that Time I was turn’d of twelve, I be¬ 
gan to have a great Inclination to Marriage 5 
that is, I had a mighty Mind to have a Huf- 
band. To which End I frequented the' Con¬ 
vent of the Fryars (where my Mother and all 
bur Family always chofe their Confeifors) te> ; 
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pray to the Virgin Mary to fend me a good 
Hufband according to my Defire. I had con¬ 
tinu'd this Prayer now almoft a Year, when 
finding no Effed of ail iny Orifons, I began to 
fofped that I had made a finful Demand: And 
foil of this Fear I apply’d my felf to my Con- 
feiTor, a grave old religious Fryar in Appea- 
rance, but in Effed without either Religion 0 i 
Gravity. 

S % 


HE finding my Simplicity, told me, he 
would pray to the bleffed Virgin to know her 
Will in that Particular, and order’d me to 
come to Confeflion again in a Day or two, and 
he would give me her Anfwer. I Was over¬ 
joy’d in my Mind, I had got fo good an Advo¬ 
cate inmy Caufe, and was pundual to a Mi* 
nute to know the Refult. When I came to 
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and return in the Morning 5 for this Night I’ll 
fpend in Prayer to our Lady , that fie would 
vouchfafe to ratify the Dedication of thy Virgi¬ 
nity $ and having walh’d your Body all clean 
in the Morning, and put on clean Linnen re¬ 
turn to me,' for it is not lawful for any Thing 
unclean to be offer’d to the Virgin by het • 
Priefts. Take Care to be here in good Time, 
and alone, for there are to be no WitnelTes of 
the Confecration of thofe Things of which the 
Virgin takes Poffeffion. 



..RETURNING in the Morning full of 

Devotion to the Virgin, he led me to his Cell, 
where pn an x41tar I faw- a Crucifix furrounded 


with Abundance of Wax-Candles, and above 
all a Picture of our Lady. The Door being 
faften’4 we both join’d in Prayer, and fang 
fome Hymns to the Virgin y when both riling 
up, my Daughter (faid he) you muff now take 
off your upper Garment, to. confecrate it:to out 
Lady,which having by his Help perform’d with 
all the Form of Devotion, and Praying, and 
he finging Hymns .all the while, he then or¬ 
der’d me to pull off the next, and fp ’till I was 
now come to my Shift. I was a little fur- 
prizd in Spight of my Ignorance; but the For-, 
mality of the Ceremony,- and the Gravity, of 
his Afpeft, and the mighty Opinion of his Ho- 
linefs lull’d afleep all Sufpicion, of foul Play, 
and I really believ’d, this was the peculiar Or¬ 
der of the Church, lince perform’d in fuck So¬ 
lemnity 


r 
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lemnity before the Crucifix, and the Picture of 
the bleffed Virgin. Being now only cover’d > 
with my Shift, and blufhing all over, and 
with my Eyes quite Ihut with Fear and Devo¬ 
tion, he then tells me, that I muft puli off my 
Shift too, for the Virgin, and the Saints be¬ 
ing all without Cloaths themfelves, would have 
nothing offer’d to them but what was quite 
naked. 

BUT I could not with all his Threats be 
prevail’d with to do that Office my fe-lfj but 
fuffer’d him to take it away, and leave me quite 
naked to his View. When having faid ano¬ 
ther Prayer, and fung another Hymn, he ap¬ 
proaches me very clofe, and preffing my little 
Breafts with his trembling Fingers, Thefe pre¬ 
cious little Balls (faid he) are thus offer’d to 
my Church, and her Patronefs the bleffed Vir¬ 
gin Mary. Then Broking my Chin with both 

his Hands,This likewife is offer’d to my Ghurch, 
and her Patronefs: Then running o’er my 
Cheeks (all bluffiing hot as Fire) approaching 
my Mouth, This (faid he) my Daughter, muft 
be taken Polfeffion of only by Mouth, when 
killing me three Times, and thefe ruddy Lips 
are an Offering to my Church. Thence haying 
pafs’d from my Bofom to my Belly, and taken 
Seizen of them, as Offerings to his Church, he 
order’d me firft to kneel down before the Altar, 
and fay after him thefe Words: Oh! ever gh^ 
t'tdUs Virgin , I here offer thee my Virginity , and 

* / !/ . 'V' 

A my' 
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?/p r naked Body to be taken-PoJfeJJion of by this 

thy . Minifler , and Servant. Then after a ftiort 
Hymn, he orders me to lie down at the Foot 
of the Altar, where my Virginity muft be of¬ 
fer’d to our Lady. 

m/ 

IN Obedience to his Orders, I lay’d me 
down all along on my Face, in that humble 
Pofture to offer my felf up to the Virgin, when 
he kneeling down by me, and fitting himfelf 
for the curs’d Encounter, with an unheard of 
Impiety making Religion Pimp to his Luffs, 
gently running his Hand all o’er my back¬ 
ward Parts took thofe likewife into his Church 5 
then with fome Struggle turning me on my 
Back, he prefs’d my Thighs, and my Arms with 
the fame Formality of Words, -and feeming 
Devotion. 


• 0 HOLT Virgin (faid he) who hafl with 
fo much Beauty adornd this thy Votary , formd 
thefe tremulous Thighs , this jinn round Belly , 

thefe J,mall taper Arms , and Fingers with fo 
much angelick Symmetry, Proportion , and Soft- 
nefs $ behold this thy little Handmaid, and re¬ 
joice in the PoJfeJJion of fuch a Servant. Ha¬ 
ving fung this three Times over, calling 
his Eye now to the Scene of all his Adion, 
and the Diftindion of the Sex, And this, ray 
Daughter, I muft feize with my Hand, as the 
Gate to that Offering which you come to make 
to the Blejfed Virgin. And as the Mouth was 

.... only 

' < 
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only to be taken Polleffion of by the Mouth, fo 
muft this be by what only can deliver the Of¬ 
fering you have brought. 

% 

w 

9 

I STRUGGLED fomeTime, and urg’d, 
that certainly he exceeded his Commiffion 3 but 
denouncing terrible Anathemas , he told me 
it would be Impiety to carry back from the 
Virgin, the very Thing I came to immolate to 
her, as I muft needs do unlefs I left my 
Maiden-head with him. Vanquiffi’d by thefe 
Reafons, and a fort of unknown Pleafure rais’d 
by his artful Approaches, I fuffer’d him at laft 
betwixt Strugling, and Confent to take entire 
Poifeffionof my Perfon. His firft Fury being 
over I was going to drefs me, but e’ef I got my 
Shift on he feiz’d it, with this Alfurance, that 
as the Mouth was taken Polleffion of by three 
Kilfes, fo muft my Virginity by as many Em¬ 
braces. The firft Fear being over, and think¬ 
ing it ray. Duty, and the Pleafure its Reward, 
he ealily made me do what he pleas’d, ’till 
great Part of the Day being now wafted iri 
this new Sort of Sacrifice, dreffing my felf, as 
well as I could he difmifs’d me with an Order 
of repeating the fame Exorcifm the next Day* 
In ffiort, he cultivated his Ground in fuch a 
Manner, that I in a little Time found my 
felf with Child. I inform’d him of my Con¬ 
dition, and alk’d his Advice, as well as Af- 
fiftance, he amus’d me with Words 3 ’till find¬ 
ing. the Secret muft come out, he left Sora 


% 3 


and 
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and went to fome Convent of his Order, at the 
farther End of Italy. 

X 

MY Condition was now no longer to be 
conceal’d, my Mother makes the Difcovery, 

and flew into fuch a Rage, that had not my 
Father interven'd, I believ’d that Day had been 
the laft of my Life 5 bnt he loving me more 

tenderly, than my, Mother drew me away, 
and having fully examin’d the Matter gave 

Credit to my Account, and vow’d a certain 
Revenge on the treacherous and impious Fry- 
ar, if he could by any Means find out the 
Convent to which he was fled 5 but for Fear 
my Mother fhould treat me too feverely, he 
plac’d me with a Friend in the Country not 
far from the Villa of the Dutchefs of Sora < 
Where I was brought to Bed of a dead Child* 
the Fright my Mother put me into having, kill’d 
him in my Womb. 

I HAD after a hard Travel fomeJVIonths 
of Illnefs, infomuch that my Life was defpair’d 
of 5 for by the Indifcretion of the People, the 
News of my Father’s unfortunate Death was 
brought to my Ears, while yet I labour’d un¬ 
der the Power of a Diftemper not eafily re¬ 
mov’d. He having by wonderful Induftry 
found out the Fryar, flabb’d him to the Heart 5 
but being feiz’d by the Fryars, and profecuted, 
was for the Fact executed at Padua. The 
News broke my Mother’s Heart, and had very 
tms difpatch’d rae in the fame Manner, But 

Youth, 
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Youth, and Deftiny preferv’d me to this hap¬ 
py Hour of my Friendihip with the charming 
Softer Clara, which is an abundant Attonement 
for all my paft Misfortunes. 

WHILE I yet remain’d at this Friends of 

my Father’s, and fcarce yet perfectly recover’d 
the Dutchefs of Sara happen’d to be at her 
Villa, and my Friend having the Honour of 

fome Acquaintance with her, told her the mi- 

ferable Condition I was left in, a poor Orphan 
about fourteen, with nothing but fome Por¬ 
tion of Beauty, and the Charity of Friends to 
depend on. The Dutchefs order’d me to be 
brought to her, and liking my Perfon more, 
than I then fufpected, was very inquifitive 1 in¬ 
to my Story 5 which when I had told her with 
all the Sincerity of uncautious Innocence, fhe 
prefs’d me in her Arms, and — No more , Ifa- 
bella (faid fhe) fl all you be expos'd to the 
Villainy of Men 5 you have met with a Monjler , 
a per fell Reprefentative of the Wickednefs , and 
Impiety of the whole Sex I will be thy Father , 
and thy Mother , and will take that Care of 
thee , as flail flcure thee from any future Mifl 
fortunes. 

SHE fuffer’d me not to go Home that 

Night, but fending for my Things took me hv 

to her Family. Her Fondnefs was fo extream, 
that flip left the Duke’s Bed, that I might be 

. X 3 her 

1 

4 
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her Bed-fellow, and pafs the whole Night in 
her Arms. 

THE Duke was a Man of as ancient a Fa¬ 
mily as any in the Kingdom of Naples ; but 
had indeed little elfe but his Quality, and 
Eftate to render him confiderable ^ he was not 
an Idiot, but fo meanly furnifh’d with Brains, 
t^at no Man would court his Converfation, 
The belt (at leaft moft ufeful) Qyality he 
had, was his Submiffion to his Wife in what¬ 
ever fhe commanded. The Dutchefs was the 
Daughter of the Duke of Telefa , a Man of won¬ 
derful Wit, and an admirable Poet 5 tho not 

very religious, tho 1 he is fa id to have made a 
very penitent End. The Dutchefs could not 
be faid to be a Beauty, nor yet in my Opinion 
was fhe in the leaft difagreeable. She had her 
Wit from her Father, and perhaps fome Incli¬ 
nations, which her Sex oblig’d her to conceal 
more, than he had done. What Affairs fhe 
might have had with the Men I cannot parti¬ 
cularize, her Tafte was quite alter’d, when I 
was receiv’d in her Family, as I foon found 
after fhe had got me into her Bed, and her 
Arms. , 

THAT, my dear Clara, was the School in 
which I learn’d my Contempt of Mankind, and 
a Value for our Sex, which, like fome fortu-r 
nate Climates, poffefs all the Joys it can ex- 
peft from the other 5 and it muft be meer 
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Wantonnefs, and Curiofity for us to rove after 
Pleafures from that, which ftill bring their 
Pains, when Nature, and Art fupplies us -with 
greater without any Hazard. 

f 

# 

I H AD not liv’d above three Years and half 
with the Dutchefs, but fhe was pleas’d to quit 
this Life, tho’ not without making a tolerable 
Provifion for me, with this Condition, that I 
fliould go into fome Nunnery there to fpend 
the reft of my Days free from the dangerous 
Onfets, and .Treacheries of Men. 

THIS Monaftery of Sarno being then 

new built, a Relation of mine being a Nun of 
this Community, I fully refolv’d to enter my 
felf in the fame, and here to give over all 
Thoughts of the World, and its Vanities if I 
could. But I find, that there is no putting 
off Nature, and that there is nothing but the 
Walls betwixt a religious and fecular Life 5 
nay, the Difadvantage is of our Side, while 
the Defire is heighten’d by the Forbiddance, 
and Imagination, that ever enlarges the Ob- 
jed, draws the Pleafures we know not, and 
can’t well obtain fo much the more charming, 
as they are diftant, and difficult. 

TIS this, my dear Clara, that fires your 
Blood with Expedation of ftrange Raptures 
from the Vigour of Father Pietro. I queftion 
not but he has given you a Sample of what 

X 4 you 
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you may hope for in the Poffefiion 5 for he is 
not one of thofe who is us’d to hide his Talent 
in a Napkin. But believe me (dear Clara ) 
this Experience would he vain, and thy Ima¬ 
gination betray thee to a meer Difappointment. 

* ■ 

YOU that have try’d both (replyM Sifter 
Clara ) are indeed the belt Judge of both, but 
I that have try’d neither, muft own a Curio- 
fity, that none but Father Pietro can fa- 

tisfy. 

■ 

1 

THE two Sifters being now all undrefs’d, 
Isabella prefling the Breafts of Sifter Clara , 
and giving her a thoufand rapturous Kiffes, 
cry’d with a languifliing Sigh, Are thefe foft 
downy Lips to be hurt by the rough Lips of a 
Fryar .<? Mufl this foft Bofo?n be rudely profan'd 
by the Hands of a Man i And this tender Body 
cruft] d in the robnflick Arms of a Male- Lover ! 
Then throwing off all her own Cloaths ftie 
flood naked to the Sight, and was no unlovely 
Figure, her Eyes darted Fire, and her Face 
glow’d with Blufbes of confcious Defires 
while with a manly Eagernefs ftie drew off all 
thofe of Sifter Clara , and difcover’d a Sight 
indeed fo tranfporting, as made me wilh my 
felf in a Capacity of being the Fryar’s Rival. 
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a thoufand Times in her Arms, with Joys, 
and Raptures which appear’d moft furprizing. 
What they did in the Bed I know not 3 but 
Sifter Clara declar’d in the Morning, that if 
Father Pietro could equal Ifabella , he muft 
give Delights almoft equal to the moft fertil 
Imagination 5 alluring Ifabella , that tho’ (he 
was refolv’d tp try the good Father, yet if he 
prpv’d lefs fuccefsful Ihe wpuld be of he? 
Party. 

AS they were dreffing, Ifabella let fall a 
Letter, which Sifter Clara fnatching up found 
a Love-Letter from Father^ Giovanni. Ha! 
Laid Sifter Clara, my Ifabella , in. fpight of her 
Averfion to the bearded Sex, can keep a 
Commerce with a Fryar at the fame Time, that 
Ihe would diftuade me from all Thoughts of 
them. 

4 


TIS 


Ifabella 


for 


fome Time had this Correfpondence with this 
good Father 5 ’tis true, that I have made him 
many Advances, to engage his Heart 3 but I 
never allow’d him any of thofe criminal Li¬ 


berties he 


d 


A Nun Ihould be a 


perfect Coquet-j Ihe Ihould engage as many 
Lovers, as ftief can, and get what Prefents Ihe 

- r. _„.i_ ir r ■% 

them 

gain upon he 



eart, 


any Defires 


always have the Prudence to fatisfy 


them by any Means but the Lovers 


I HAVE 
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I H A V E frequently had Letters from him 
in Abfence, but I generally burn them as foon 
as I have given him an Anfwer 5 this I have 
not yet reply’d to, elfe it had not now been 
a Witnefs againft me 5 but I will read it to 
you, fince by fome Part of the Contents you 
will find, that he has never been fo happy 
as you defign Father Pietro fhall be. Read 
it your felf, that you may not fancy your felf 
impos’d on by my Cunning. 

SISTER Clara took the Letter, and read 
it out in the following Manner. 


To her whom my Soul fovereignly honours, 

to the amiable, tho’ cruel Mandana. 


T 


IS but juft, my fair Mandana , that 

you fhould be the Sanctuary of thofe 
Complaints of which you are the Caufe. Con¬ 
demn me not therefore if I tell you I love , if I 
tell you , that you know it , and yet continue 
cruel. If I tell you , that after you have rais'd 
me to Hope , you have fill by fome Artifice , or 
ether thrown me down again to Defpair. Time 
that has taught me a great many Things , was 
never more favourable, and yet cruel, than when 
it brought me to the Knowledge of the divine 
Mandana $ her Converfation , and Power to oblige 

thofe Perfons [be efteems ^ yet the Coldnefs , and 

Severity fie always exprefj'es is a Pain which we 
can owe only to her. Pray let her know , that 



* ♦ 


Book 



3*5 


Chap. III. 


if fie had as many Adorers , as Darts in her 
Eyes , or Hairs on her Head , that my Heart 
contains more Fires for her, than all that*Army 
could boast $ and tho their Merit and Fortune 
might exceed mine , yet iky Fidelity fbould as far 
excel cheirs. So that I mitjl ever aver this 
Truth , that as the bright Mandana furpajfes 
all the Nymphs in Beauty, and Wit, fo jhall Se- 
foftris furpafs all the Swains in Conftancy and 
Love. The reading your lajl has rais’d more 
Joy in my Bofom , than I have felt fmce I fare 
you , tho 1 do not know whether I ought to ex¬ 
cept the Moments of your Converfation 5 in that 
you are fo far from making Advances , that you 
go from even thofe your Letters have given 
Hopes of. I find however that I am not yet 

where I would be, and that I have not that 
Place in your Heart , which I defire , fmce you 
condemn the Irregularity of fome of my Thoughts. 
I live not dill I fee you , and yet my former 


Treatment makes me dread my Return. 


Adieu. 


THIS Letter (purfu’d Ifabella ) I defign 
to anfwer by the firft Opportunity, for an im¬ 
pudent Attempt he made on me by Surprize 
deferves that I fliould punifh him with Hopes 

and Expe&ation as long as I can. The Bufi- 

was this: He was then Confeffor to our Mo- 
naftery, and coming to give the Sacrament to 

one of the lick Nuns, as foon as the Office was 

done, he comes dire&Jy to my Cell,, where I 




was faft afleep, he opens the Door, and was 
got to ray Bedfide before I awak’d 5 his Kifies, 
and bufy Hand firft rouz’d me finding it ftray, 
ing about my Bofom , I ftarted from my Bed, 
and gave him fuch a Thruft that he tumbled 
on the Ground 3 he foon got up, and would 
ilill have perfifted in his infolent Attempts, 
had I not alfur’d him I would not only call 
out to the Sifters, but complain to the Provin¬ 
cial of his impious Endeavours. He try J d all 
Means to appeafe me, and render me more 
compilable ; but finding that neither Force 
nor Entreaties could prevail for his Eafe, in a 
Paffion he flung from my Room. This Re- 
pulfe has heighten'd his De fires, and the lefs 
he did obtain, has made him wifh the more, 

And this is the Method all prudent Nims 
take with their Lovers whether Secular, or 
Religious. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Of the Marriage of Fry at Pietro to Sifter 
Clara. The unlucky Adventure of the Con* 
fummation ^ which was repair'd by the convey¬ 
ing the Fry at to. her Cell to pafs the whole 
Ntght. An Account of what Books the Fryari 

furniflsd the Nuns with. 

% 

v 

T HE Sifters being now drefs’d, they both 

went down to the Choir. I was a- 
maz’d that thofe who had fpent the Night in 
abominable Wickednefs, and whofe whole 
Minds feem’d polfefs’d with nothing but the 
Wantonnefs of the Brothels could yet think of 
Pra y er, but that I corifider’d that it was an eafy 
Matter for them to banter the World with the 

C 9 

Form of Godlinefs, who feem’d to have Mt 
all Senfe of the 1 common Rules of Morality, 
and the known Duties of Religion. Being 
come into the Choir, where one half &f the 
Nuns were fcarce yet arriv’d, you might fee 
not only a drowfy Irreligion in all their Faces, 
but in their Eyes the Remains of the Debauches 

of the Night. 

* 

m + m • 

AFTER a fupine andrechlefs Performance 
of the Morning-Office^ and as negligent a 
Mafs officiated by their pious Confeffor, they 
retire to their Refeftoryand after their Re- 

paft Sifter Clara, and feveral of the Nuns 

♦ 
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were bufy’d in Preparations for the Wedding 
in the Evening. It feeras, that there was not 
one Nun in the Houfe, which had not from 
her Noyicefhip had fome particular Fryar for 
her Friend, with whom fhe was made to con- 
trad an intimate Alliance, in thofe early 
Years of Obedience learning to forget that 
Modefty, and Chaftity, which ought to be 
the Angular Qualities of their Sex, and their 
Profeflion. And after a fufficient Time al¬ 


low’d for imbibing, and Axing the loofe Prin¬ 
ciples, that were necelfary, they were with 
all the Solemnity imaginable made Man, and 
Wife. The Ceremony of thefe Contrads was 
this; When any Fryar and Nun were notv 1 
come to this mutual Agreement, they addrefs’d 
themfelves to the Kindred, and- Friends of 


thofe they defir’d. They gave Prefents, as 
Pledges of their Affedion, and made Demands, 
and Conditions, they affign’d Days to draw 
up the Articles, to make the Contrad 5 and 
celebrate the Marriages, in which there was 
nothing to be feen but Mirth, Gaiety, and 
Gallantries between the Fryars , and the 



IN the prefent Solemnity Father Antonio 
demanded Sifter Clara y of the Abbefs , who 
perforated her Mother,' Father Sebapmo aded 
the Notary that pafs’d the ContraB , and having 
publifti’d the Banes at .the Grate and below 
in the Hall, Father Dommico play’d the:Gurate 
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of the Parilh, faid the fame Prayers, .us’d the 
fame Ceremonies, and made the Pair fpeak 
the fame Words in their Turn, as they us’d 
in the common Marriages 3 there was a Ring 
given, and put on the Finger of the Bride 
Sifter Clara , and Sifter Brigetta difguis’d in a 
Fryar s Habit made them an Exhortation on 
the Duties of Matrimony. After which lie, 
and ftie. were fent alone to another Grate to 

confummate the Marriage together. 


f \ * f 4 

I W A S yet too dear to Sifter Clara, not 

to have her take me with her, alluring hei- 
felf that ftie was fecure in her Confidence, 
when whatever I heard or faw, I Could not 
difcover the dangerous Secret. , Being come 
into that Hall or Grate, the Fryar, on the 
Outfide, and Sifter Clara within,, they fate 

down, and the good Father began in this 
Manner: 


— - * 

YOU have now, my dear Clara, alter’d 

your State, you are no longer in .your own 
Power, and what Right you might have had 
in the Dire&ion of your own Aftions, that Is 
now intirely devolv’d upon tr . Your Body 
is not your own, it is now at my Command, 
and muft be fubfervient to my Will 3 -which 
if you know your felf, you muft conclude, 
that ray Will, and Defire is not only to fee, 
but to feel, and enjoy every Part of that 
beautiful Perfon 3 thisfecular Drefs (for ac- 
?, i: ' cording 
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cording to Cuftom he was drefs’d like a Cava¬ 
lier, and flie like a Lady of the World with 
her Bofom all bare, and her Face full of 
Patches, and her Hair adorn’d with Ribbons) 

gives me a tempting Sample of that delicious 

Flelh, and Blood that is now, by Right my 
own5 draw near therefore to this Grate, and 
I will open this little Door (which there was 
in it to take any thing in, and out at) that I 
may kifs thofe charming Lips, and prefs thofe 
fweet foft riling Breads with my happy, and 
tranfported Fingers. With that he open’d the 
little Door in the Grate, and Ihe rofe up, and 
approach’d it, their Kiffes were mutual, and 
ardent, and prov’d fo far from fatisfying their 
Defires, that they oiily ferv’d to heighten 
them-— Oh! my ravijhing Clara, 'twos' with 
fuch a Wife of Snow indeed ,, that our Founder 
St. Francis tanid thofe unndy Affections^ that 

dijlurb'd his Contemplation 3 and without the 
full Pojfejfion of this Wife of Snow, I can never 
ref or be quiet. Before the Tye of Marriage 
all above the Girdle was my Due, but now all 
that is below is'equally my Right , hide therefore 
no longer Beauties I long to fee, and feize for 
my own. 

~ t 

* ♦ 

• 4 * 

( 


• THE eager Fryar incapable of Delay; at¬ 
tempted -to remove thofe Veils himfelf, that 
robb’dhim of a Sight he was fo covetotis of 

none of the 
iy’d him yet 

th« 


Viewing, -fince Sifter Clara , tho’ 
moft fqueamilh, ftepping back d< 
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the Satis'faftion. But rais’d, many Objeftions" 
againft the Lawfulnefs of the Fa ft, and ther 
Vow of Virginity, which (he had already ta- 
taken. To thefe he th'u?, compiling himfelf 
as well as he could, reply’d. 

• ♦ - \ t 

s •• 

4 ALL Vows are to be confidefd a littld 

♦ 

4 more nicely, than Men generally do in theit 
4 Refleftions on our Breach of any one in par- 
‘ titular. All Vows, are a Sort of Oaths, ot 


4 do. 


celfary 


we. oblige our felves ttf 
fitch, or fuch a Thing, 
dition always abfolutely 1 
til,' which is, that the 
’d be in our Pbwer. For Ihould 


any Man vow, to fly up into the 
Hand twenty Years together on 


tis faid of St 


Stelites 


‘ without Viftuals, or any the like extrava¬ 
gant Impoflibility for ra'eer, and unaflifted 
4 Man to perform, can a ay one in his Witti 
4 fuppofe himfelf bound by fuch a Vow,' which 
4 as it was. ridiculous to make, fo; it would 


the Height of Madnefs 


Prefump 


4 tion to: attempt to perform.' Tis true, that 
e by the Afliftance of the divine Power a Mart 
4 is capable of all the Particulars, I have in-' 
4 ftancdij but I know not what Ground there 
4 is for. any Man tty expedy a Series of Mira-' 
4 cles during his whole Life only for the fan- 
4 tallica! Whim of forfaking the common Road 1 
f of Nature, and thofe Inclinations, and De- ; 

Y 4 fires' 
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* fires which the eternal Former of Mankind 
4 has fix’d in our Frame, and Conftitution, 

4 The Mechanifm of the Body is fo contriv’d, 

4 that as Food is receiv’d into the Stomach, it 
4 is there digefted, and the Nourifhment fepa- 
4 rated by a natural Chymiftry, and each fent 
4 to its different Part.- There are peculiar 
4 Vefieis made for the Reception of thofe ani- 
4 mal Spirits, which Nature defigns for Ge- 
4 neration 5 and when thofe Veffels are full 

* they muff have a Difcharge 5 and if by any 
4 Enthufiaftick Notions you forbid thofe Means, 

4 which God, and Nature has ordain’d for 
4 that End, it either generates Diftempers, or 

4 filling the Mind with perpetual Defires-of 
4 Eafe, deftroys all its nobler and fublime 
4 - Operations 5 for while it is imprifon’d in 
4 the Flefo, it cannot- be freed from a verv 

• / J 

4 great Influence of the good or ill. State of 
4 the Body. Thus by hindering' the Courfe of 
4 Nature, you make the Humour overflow the 
4 whole, and by darning up a : gentle Stream, 
4 you make it rife into a Torrent, which bears 
4 down all before it. You may, as well pre- 
4 tend to eat and drink every Day with Plenty 

4 and Pleafure, and yet make a Vow againff 

4 Evacuation in the ufual Manner. Nature^ 
4 would foon let you fee how vain* a Thing it 
4 was to- attempt a Con tradition toller in-* 
*- difpenfibie Laws, by forcing you to fubmit' 
4 to the common Courfe of Things, or-at once- 
4 toe-xtiiiguifli that Being, that was commit-- 

n*d 
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* to your Charge, not only to prefer've, but 

* propagate. 

‘ ’T IS true, f will allow fome one or two’ 
i peculiar Meifengers of Heaven have by that 
‘ divine Power, that fent them been exempt 
‘ from the common Frailties, and NecelFities 

* of human Life, yet it is a Madnefs for thofe, 
‘ who have no fuch immediate Claim to, or 


wno 

‘ Neceffity of fuch Difpenfations to prefume 
‘ on the fame. Becaufe Providence ohce, for 

4 - 4 ** _ ^ i 

* the Manifestation of his Own Power, and 

* Glory at the Word of Jojkua flopp'd the 
‘ whole Courfe of Nature, and made the uni- 

* verfal Motion Hand It ill. Should our Gene- 
‘ rals, therefore, prefume on the fame Privi- 
‘ lege, whenever their own, or their Princes' 
‘ Ambition engages them in a Battle ? 

* A S; what I defend is the juft* arid ri’eceP 
‘ fary Order of our Mecliahifm, fo is it alfO 
‘ our Duty as' Men; and Women'. Tp avoid, 
i that Conjlin'dion, which the Wifdom of 
1 our Maker defign’d iri our original Confti-' 


tution, is 

9 * x 


, and impioufly. to pre- 


‘ tend to be wifer, than fupream Wifdom, and 
i to correft that admirable Order, and Law,; 
‘ which that, from the Beginning had efta- 

* biiftfd. God faW that it was not good for 

* Mari to be alone } that he had made thofe 
‘Parts, thofe Velfels, which in the Courfe 
‘ of Digeftion would make Man very uneafy 


y * 


wk-M-" 
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without the Female Softnefs to difcharge with 
Extafy, what had been hoarded with Plea- 


hire. 


‘THE firft Law, therefore, that he gave 
e was that they fhould encreafe, and multiply, 

‘ and replenilh the Earth with his beautiful 
‘ Images $ this is the firft and fupream Law, 

‘ which being enacted by Omnipotence can- 
6 not be difl'olv’d but by the fame Power. 

‘ Now, my beautiful Clara , if you can pro- 
‘ duce any vifible Difpenfation from this nni- 
‘ verfal Law, your own voluntary Law (that 
‘ is your Vbw of Chaftity) may take Place, 
‘ elfe it is devour’d by being direftly contrary 
‘ to the Duty of Mankind. You, and I are 
‘ now marry’d, and that being an irreverfible 
e Law of Nature puts an End to your rafti and 
‘ impious Vow of Chaftity, which flies in the 
* Face of Nature it felf. 


. ' 9 * 1 

‘ TIS true that there has been a political 
Inftitution made by cunning, and defigning 
Men, to fet afoot this Celibacy, and deny 
the Benefit of Marriage to the Clergy, but 
it was meerly a human Contrivance, to 
bring a more immediate Intereft to the Papal 
Power, - and engrofs the Opinion and Go¬ 
vernment of the People, by a Pretence to 
an Angelica!, and fupernatural Vertue in 
Continence,- both as to Riches and venereal 
Enjoyments 3 yet believe me, my dear- Wife,- 
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‘ this fatal Hypocrify has only fervd to mul- 

* tiply our Defires and Enjoyments , while 

‘ thofe who refufe thofe that Nature has al- 

♦ 

‘ low’d fall fiiamefuliy into thofe which Na- 

* ture abhors; and while they refufe the Relief 
1 of a different Sex, they endeavour to create 
‘ a Difference in the fame. 

% 

% 

4 

‘THESE fpecious Pretences have fur- 
‘ nifh’d fuch noble Stipends* fuch large En- 
‘ dowments, that at once fupply fo many Mo- 
‘ naileries with all the Plenty of Luxury, and 
‘ fwallow up the Vow of Poverty without 
e Scandal, or fo much as Notice 5 nay it is 
c recommended from our Pulpits, as highly 
‘ rperitorious to make thefe Donations, which 
‘ render it as impoflible for us to keep our 
‘ Vow of Poverty, as the Effects of it make it 
‘ to obferve that of Chaftity. 

‘BUT fince thefe handfom Provifions are 

$ • * 

‘ made, and you my dear Clara , and I have 
‘ had our Lot thrown into this Land flowing 
‘ with Milk, and Honey, it is none of our 
‘ Bufinefs to expofe a Delufion, on which we 
‘ fubfilt. But let us then like others in the 
‘ fame State enjoy with Privacy and Innocence 

* thofe Pleafures, Nature has ordain’d, and 
‘ our Conftitutions require 5 while our pad 
‘ unadvis’d and unnatural Vows, fecure us the 
‘ Means, and Opportunity of poffeffing them. 

Y 5 SISTER 
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SISTER Clara lift end with Attention, 

• - __ ' ^ 

and Pleafure to the agreeable Cafuiftry of the 
amorous Father, and was pleas’d to be con¬ 
vinc’d, that her Pleafure was her Duty, and 
made no more Referves in any thing he com¬ 
manded 3 fhe fix’d a thoufand Kifl.es on his 
Lips admiring his Knowledge, and Eloquence, 
which had brought fo neceffary a Relief to 
her Paffion, which fhe ownd beyond Bounds 
for her Father, and Hufband. From Kifles 
they proceeded to nearer Familiarities, which 
yet increas’d, not leften’d their Uneafinefs, 
which nothing could attone but a perfect 
Fruition. The Place deny’d them a Happi- 
liefs, which they mutually defir’d 3 but Ne- 
ceffity the Mother of Invention foon offer’d 
the Means; there were two Stools in the 

y «r < • • • • S3 

Room where Sifter Clara was fitting, the 
Fayar advis’d her to fet one on the other, 
and fetting her Hands, and Arms on them 
by the Help of the little Door in thet Grate, 
ftie might give fome Eafe to his Anguifh. 
Th.e poor Niin , with a willing Obedience 
performs his Directions 3 but, as all human 
Pleafures are mingled with Pain, and all his 

Succelfes blended with Misfortunes 3 fo when 

• 4 ^ • 4 * f 

now the Fryar, and the Nun were, as., eager, 
and happy as the Place would permit, the 
Stools not well fix’d gave Way to her Motion, 
fill in the midft of the Joy fhe fell with them 

to the Floor, 

- - < . . 4 - - 
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****** 1 

THE Lover, and his Miftrefs were equal¬ 
ly furpri^d, and I ran away for Fear of being 
over-born with the Ruin 5 not doubting but 
ray Miftrefs had pay’d her Life for her Joy.. 
But it prov’d otherwife to all our Satisfaction, 
for (he loon got up from the Floor, and {ha¬ 
lting her Cloaths about her, fhe only com¬ 
plain’d of her Leg, which immediately con- 
fulting Ihe found the Skin a little raz’d, and 
fome crimfon Drops of Blood trickling dow,n 

her alabafter Skim 

■ •*- 


THE fry at renew’d his KiiTes of Joy for 
her Safety, and would not delift from renew¬ 
ing the Attack by the fame Way, '’till lhe 
promis’d to admit him to her Cell, where 
they might pafs the Night, with more Plea^ 
fure and Safety. That it was an eafy Mat¬ 
ter from his Window to pafs into the Gar¬ 
den, where lhe would wait to condmft him 
up to her Bed. So ending the Affignation 

with warm eager Kiffes, they return’d to the 
other Grate, where the Company expected 
them with Impatience to their Repaft. 




empty they threw them over their Heads, and 

broke’em. 

* 

THE Table remov’d, they danc’d on each 
Side the Grate, and the Nuns being drefs’d 
in Theatrical Habits, reprefented a Play to 
the Fryars, fome in Mens Cloaths,- and fome in 
Women?. The Mirth being at the Height, 
one of the Sifters by Compact with her Gal¬ 
lant, pretended to be ill, and fo it was agreed 
the Confeffor with Fryars to. affift him ftiould 
come in to pray with the Diftemper’d ; her 
Fryar going up to her Cell left the reft be¬ 
low, who in the Hall, with, the other Nuns, 
toy'd, and kifs’d, and fometimes withdrew. 
The fick ISun recover’d by the Virtue of the 
Relick her Fryar had apply’d to her returns 
to the Company, while Sifter Clara , and the 
Confeffor fecretly retir’d unable to. delay their 
$atisfadion ’till the Company feparated. So 
faftening the Door of the Cell, they were 
not long undrefling for the Encounter:, and 
now being wholly divefted of Garments re¬ 
ligious, or other, they appear’d indeed a Ve¬ 
nus and Mars juft before the limping God 
had caught them in his Chain , and ex¬ 
pos'd their Happinefs, and his Difgrace to 

the whole Legion of envying Gods, and 
Goddeffes. ' ' «' 

“ ,* » • i * • 

* . j ' • 

. WHILE the new-marry’d Pair were faft 
eacji others Arm? »: and fome other Nuns 

if • - * * •* • - * « 
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had taken the fame Advantages of with¬ 
drawing from Bacchus to Venus, I flipp’d un¬ 
der the Door (where a Hole was made for 
my going out, and in on neceffary Oceafions) 
and took my Turn about the Houfe to make 
my Remarks $ from the Dormitories, I went 
down into the Hall, where two of the Fry- 
ars fomething older, and more bulky, than 
the reft were engag’d with the Bottle, and 
one Nun about a middle Age, and the old 
Abbefs, the Glafs went fwiftly about, and 
Fryar Otto often follicited the Nun, who 
being of Sifter Ifabellas Faftion was obfti- 

nate to all his Endeavours, tho 5 flie had 

. ’ 1 

given him feveral Advances. 


HE attack'd her in Profe and Verfe, 

\ v 1 

. . * 

Sylvia, why this mighty courting 
To the Joys you long to grove .<? 

Nature made you all for Sporting t 
Nature made you all for hove. 

But both in vain. 

# 

FRYAR Alberto , a greater Devote of the 
Vine, than the Petticoat, pulling Opto by the 
Cowl fung him this Song. 





SONG. 

i 

Prithee figh no more , fond Swain, 

Jf Chioe will be falfe., in vain \ 

Tou give your felf a fruit lefs Pain. J 

His not loving , ‘tis not dying 
Molds the Heart , that would be flying. 

Nor Love, nor Merit , you will find 
Can fix the fickle Heart of changeful Wo¬ 
mankind. 

Then, turn to the Bottle, that flows with De¬ 
lights 

That gives Life to our Days, and brifk Joys 
to our Nights. 

Here no Chioe, no Cares, no Falfbood is 
found, . 

White Wit, Wine, and Mirth fly jovially 
round. 


THE Nun as averfe, asfhe was to Love, 
was no Enemy to the. Bottle, and while' Ihe 
indulg’d her Appetite of Drinking, prepar’4 
jnerfelf to be unable to deny Fryar Otto the 
Satisfaction he defir’d^ for being now quite 
vanquiih’d by Bacchus fhe lay at the Mercy 
pfthe goad Father, who gave hen no Quar¬ 
ter, Till betwixt Love, and Wine-he xeel’4' 


with his Companion about five in the Morn¬ 
ing to the Confelfors Apartment, and left 
the poor Nun to the Care of the Abbefs, 
^honi tbe Charity of the jovial Father Alber- 
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to f had endeavour’d to keep in Countenance 
by Addreffes, and Efforts more agreeable, than 

effectual. 

# • 

* 

_ __ \ 

THE Reader may be furprizM at the aban* 
don d Condition of this Monaftery, which 
like the Manfion of Quanilla in Petronius 
Arbiter , furnifli’d nothing but various Scenes 
of Lemlnefs. But to remove, the Wonder, 
I lhall give you a ftiort Scheme of their Edu¬ 
cation, the Principles inftill’d intp them by 
the Fryars , and the Books, that they were fur? 
nifli’d with, by the holy Fathers, for their 
Jnftrudion, and Diverfion. 


THEIR firft Endeavours with them, be* 

fore their Noviciate y wasto infpire them with 
h Spirit of Wantonnefs, and Libertinifm, and 
a Defir.e, from their firft Apprehenfion of 
Pleafure of being courted and carefs’d, and 
apply’d to in all the Addreffes of Love, and 
Gallantry 5 they us’d (inftead of Modefty, 
and Sandity of Converfation, and pious In? 
ftrudions) all Manner of unfeemly Privacies 
with them, to wear off the native Mpdefty of 
the Sex, and fo' betimes to difpofe their Minds 
to be hereafter as compiaifant to, their Willies, 
as they could defife. Thus from the Begin¬ 
ning habituating the young Virgins to fuch 
Freedoms, and Familiarities, as made them in 





> 
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BEING now become Novices , the good 
Fathers took Care to keep alive thofe loofer 
Inclinations, they had endeavour’d to inftii 
in their tenderer Years ^ wherefore they made 
k their Bufinefs to divert the MiftreiFes of 
the Novices from informing them in the Du-' 
ties of a Monaftick Life, left Leffons fo con¬ 
trary to their Aim fhould make them lofe 
that Spirit of Vanity, and Wantonnefs, which 
they had infpir d before their Noviciate. They 

would make them little Prefents, and oblige 
them to wear them, and inftead of inftruft- 
mg them againft their Profefiion , advis’d, 
them as a Duty to make an Intimacy, and 
Friendihip with fome of the Fathers. Tel¬ 
ling them the Advantage of thefe Commerces 
was the keeping them from the Taverns ^ and 
palling their own Time very agreeably, which 
without fuch an iVmufement muft prove the 
raoft tedious, and melancholy. Nay , the 
Fathers themfeives would often quarrel about 
their Pretenfions to Particulars. To gain 
Time to infinuate themfeives the more freely, 
they would under Prefer ..e of their not be¬ 
ing fufficiently prepar’d, make the Governefs 
fend them the more frequently to their Con¬ 
vent, where all the Lelfon they taught them 
was Love, and Gallantry. 

* 

IF thefe Freedoms were taken before the 

__ 9 

Profefiion, when they were once profefs’d the 
good Fathers had nothing to reftrain the Li- 


A 
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berty of their Conduft, fince now they could 
not to fecure their Modefty retire from the 
Nunnery. 

* 

• « 

» 

» % 

T0 confirm them the more in their diflb- 

• m 

lute Way, and divert them from riling to 
any Vertue prejudicial to their Pleafure from ' 

the reading of good Books 5 they furmih’d 
them with all the Romances, and Plays, and 
Novels they could get; nay, they had Tran¬ 
slations of Aloifid , The School of Venus, the 
Catechifm of Love , Aretine , and the like. 
And Sometimes particular Characters for them 
to exprefs their moft lewd and abandoned 

Thoughts, Actions, Parts or Defires. 

. ' \ 

A $ if thefe Books had not yet been Suf¬ 
ficient, they added thefe Inftruftkns 5 that 
all above the Middle was wholly at the 
Difpofal of their particular Friends, and that 
they were not to be refus’d either the .Sight 
or Handling of them $ that this Maxim ought 
to be well pra&is’d, that the Mouth, the 
Bofora, and the Hands muft be always their 
particular Friends. If any one Scrupled thefe 
Freedoms, they told them, that the Kifs .of 
Peace in the primitive Times- of the Church 
was given by all, that Excefs was■ the Caufe 
©f its being forbidden 5 that all the Liber¬ 
ties they could take with one another were 
it muff but venial Sins.- To thefe Inftru- 

&ions> 


v 
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dions they daily added lafcivious Songs, and 
Difcourfes. 

% 

ft 

T O thefe they added Preferits, as wet, 
and dry Sweetmeats, their Pidures drawn 
en Cavelier , Rings, Gloves, Ribbons, Watches, 
Looking-GlalFes , Seals, engrav 1 d with Cy¬ 
phers, and Emblems and Motto's. of Love j 
explain'd with amorous Letters, and Verfes. 

ft 

« 

CHAP. Y. 

* 

0 • • 

An Account of the Pojfeffion of fome Nims, and 
their Accufation of a feeular Priefl for a 
Magician , who for it was put to heath by 
'the Inquijkion. Fantafio is given to the Pro¬ 
vincial of the Fryars , and Jo leaves this wick¬ 
ed Crew of Fryars arid Nuns. 

I 

H AD thefe wanton Frailties of thefe Fry¬ 
ars and' Nuns been their whole Guilt, 
there might perhaps be fome Sort of Plea for 
their Wickednefs, drawn from the Common 
Weaknefs of human Nature, and that Ten¬ 
dency to Love, and venereal Enjoyments, 
which is in fome Meafure implanted in all 
Mankind 5 but what I ato now to' fell, is a 
Proof, that when once we quit the Laws of 
-Religion, andVertue, we ealily fall into'the 
great eft- Abominations.' 



THERE was a Canon in this City who 
would often invite the Father Confeffor to a 


Collation on purpofe to make him drunk, 
that he might prevail with him in his Cups 
to reveal the Nuns Confeffions, as he fre¬ 
quently had done. One Evening the Cants® 
had invited another of his Friends, a Sca¬ 
lar Prieft, to pafs the Time with him, an! 
the Fryar, and there not only heard the' 
Con fed ions of the Nuns reveal’d, but the fe- 
verai Intrigues betwixt the good Fathers, and 
them. 


THE Prieft was himfelf a jolly Comp^ 
ft ion better learn d, than moft of the Seculars 
of that Nation, and free, and eafy in his 
Convention, tho’ morally honeft, and of a 
Very. good, and upright Life.' He oppos’d 
the Father in all he fa id, and would needs 
make all his Narrations the meer Inventions- 
of his Vanity. The Fryar. difdaining to he' 
counted a Lyar, or a Man fo little accepta¬ 
ble to the Ladies, as not to be really Poflef- 
for of thofe Advantages* which he boafted,. 
offer’d to make him confident of his Amours, 
fo far-as to be an Eye-YVitnefs of his amo¬ 
rous Adventures 5. but that to accoroplifli it 
he rnuft difguife himfelf in the Habit of his 
Order. The Prieft agreed to forfeit,- what 
was agreed on if the Fryar made out what he 
pretended \ fo equipp’d with the Accoutre¬ 
ments of the Order,, fee was foos admitted to 1 
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the Freedom of Converfation, and faw all he 
doubted confirm’d beyond the leaft Contra* 
diftion. The Prieft was a handfom young 
Man, arid of a very witty,- and genteel Ad- 
drefs 5 by which Means he had not often 
been there, but one of the Nun's had fix’d 
her Eyes and Affections upon him. Tho’ he 
had no Intention to purfue the Amour, as 
the Fryars are wont, proceeded fo far as to 
give Jealoufy to the Fryar, to whom Ihe had 
been allotted. The Prieft was pleas’d with 
his Uneafinefs, and therefore made his Ad- 
dreffes more frequent, and clofe. ’Till the 
good Father unable any longer to' bear a 
profperous Rival, had feme Words with the 
Confeffor about this feeming Fryar, whom 
he had found out to be the Parfon of an ad¬ 
joining Parifh. The Confeffor own’d all the 
Deceit, and told him the Oceafion $ and con- 
fulted together how they fhould deliver them* 
felves from a Spy, which might fome Time 
or other prove the Diftru&ion of their Plea* 
fure by a Difcovery of their Roguery. Mat¬ 
ters being fully concerted among them, the 
Prieft was forbid the Monaftery , and de- 
ny’d Admittance whenever he came. : Be¬ 
ing often repuls’d he let them know, that 
he would take Care to inform* the Bifhop 
©f the holy Converfation of {he Fryars, and 

7J.. _ 



< 
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THIS was no more, than was expe&ed 
by the Confefibr, and his Friend, who coming 
to Sifter Claras Cell one Night informs 
her of the whole Matter, and propos’d the 
following Defign, as the only Remedy for the 
impending Deftru&ion of themfelves, and their 
Nunnery ,< 



we 


THE fecular Priefts, (faid the Confeffor) 
you know are not very much efteem’d in this 
City, and the Authority'they might have o’er 1 
the People, is wholly devolv’d oft the Or¬ 
ders, by their Preaching, and Hearing Confef- 
fions, their Indulgences j : : and Fraternities i 

and the like. ' 'Tis therefore no hard Mat- 

% * 

ter for us to ruin this Prieft, 
begin firft, ; and. not by Delays fuffer Him to 
deliver, his Information before they had taken 
off his Evidence. They therefore propos’d, 
that Sifter Clara , and two, or three more 
Nuns, the moft apt, moft ftrong, and moft 
fure to their Caufe fhould pretend to be pof- 
fefs’d, by the Means of this Prieft, whom 
they were to name in the Exorciftos as the 
Conjurer, or Magician, who had brought this 
Evil upon them. This being foon agreed to, 
on a full Reprefentation of the Danger, that 
threaten’d them, the Fryar's gave them a Sort 
of Catechifm in Latin, with Queftiori, arid 
Anfwer, by which they would always inter¬ 
rogate them in their p’ublick Exorcifin'gs of 
theifti They then taught them feveral antic 
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Poftures, and Geftiires, which they fliquld 


their 


the People, 


confirm 


✓ 


♦ 

THE Fryars met with apt Scholars, and 
in a few Days Rehearfal found their Force 


ready for publiek View. The Sifters of Ifa- 
bella’s Faftion were excluded the Secret, and 
therefore defign’d to he firft imposd on. So 
in the midft of the Night when they were 
afleep the Sifters, who were to aft their 
Parts made Noifes, and walk’d all in White 
about like Ghofts, ’till the other Nups were 
almpft frighted out of their Wits 5 and the 
Haile was now fpread about the Town. The 
Prieft on hearing it protefted, that he was 
not: at all furpriz’d at the Story, or doubted 
in the leaft of th;e Truth of the Apparitions, 


and 

So 


fince he wonder’d more, that the Devil long 
fince had not deftroy’d them in their Wicked- 

11 els. 


IT 


Time to ftop his Mouth 

y f . * X t * • . * ' • - 


from farther Explanations of his Meaning 5 
they therefore gave' out, that three Nuns were 
ppffefijd, and were fuch. a Day to be exor¬ 
cis’d by the Confeffor, and two other Fryars 
in the Face of the Town both Laiety, and 
Clergy. The Chapel of the Monaftery was 
full to fee the Operation 5 and the Sifters 
play’d their Parts fo exaftly, that few of the 
Congregation doubted of their Condition. 

The 






Book III. ( 339 ) Chap. V. 

The Confeffor after feveral Exorcifms, in 
public in the miid’ft of one demands by 
what Means they became fo, the Devil with¬ 
in them was fuppos’d to anfwer, that it was 
by the Means of fuch a Man, naming the 
Prieft, I have mention’d; 




IT was not long ere he heard of his Accu- 
fation, and full of that Boldnefs, which 
fhould always accompany Innocehce he ap¬ 
plies to the Bilhop, gives an Account of what 
he knew, and prOtefting his Freedom from 
all Guilt of that Nature prevail'd with him 
to fuffer.him toexorcife them himfelf, fince 
he could not but fuppofe, this was a Con-., 
trivance againft his Life to remove out of 
the Way a Witnefs of their' Villainy, which 
their Confelfor’s Folly had betray’d them 
to. 



, T H E" Fryar’s made fome Difficulty of al¬ 
lowing him the Privilege of doing it in that 
Monaftery, which was not under the Jurif-. 
di&ion of the Bilhop, but the Dire&ion of 
their Qrder, and the Vifitation of their Pro¬ 
vincial, but feem’d prevail’d, on the follow¬ 
ing Day, to allow him the Permiflion^ 


- * : j • 

, IN the mean Time they prepar’d the 

Nuns to receive him accordingly, with that 
Extravagance* and Impatience that it fhould 
be neceffafy for the Fryars to interpofe, to" 

% 1 fate 
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♦ 

fave him from their Fury. The Day being 
come, and the Prieft in his Ornaments, and 
the Book in his Hand, would have begun 
the Exorcifm in the ufual Order; but they 
with hideous Cries, and ghaftly Looks, fell 
upon him, ’till the pious Confeffor by the 
Power ofone Adjuro reduc’d them to Mode¬ 
ration 5 when the Prieft went on in the 
ufual Order, and the Nuns gave Anfwers in 
Latin, ’till the Prieft forfaking their Method, 
and throwing in now, and then a Sentence 
of Greek, confounded the Nuns, fo that they 
fcarce knew what to do. But what they could 
not do by Words they anfwer’d in Aftions, 
falling into ftrange Convulfions, and an ob- 
ftinate Silence, or elfe into as ftrange a Cla¬ 
mour and Confiifion, accufing him publickly, 
as the Caufe of their Poffeflion, and of be¬ 
ing a Magician, and one that convers’d with 
the Devil. 

. * . 

THE Blunders, that were fo vifible in this 
Day’s Work, the Innocence of the Prieft, nor 
Struggles of his Friends could avail him 
nothing, but he was by Order of the Inqui- 
lition taken up, and committed to their Pri- 
fon; and the Belief of the Poffeflion of the 
Nuns was now fo fix’d, and eftablifti’d, that 
it was as dangerous to make any Doubt of the 
Matter, as to deny any Article of Faith. For 
forae of the poor Prieft’s Friends for offering 
to leflen the Credit of-, the Juggle to fave 
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their Relation, were committed to the Inqui- 
fition. 

ALL Mouths being thus filenc’d, they 
then began to think of his Tryal $ and tho’ 
they had often rack’d him to confefs the Ac- 
cufation, they could never make him confefs 
the leaft Tittle of it 5 but avowing his Inno¬ 
cence , declar’d the Caufe of his Sufferings 
was only his Knowledge of the diffolute Lives 
of the Nuns, and the Frjars $ but this was 
but to aggravate his Crime, and prove him 
an Heretick, as well as Magician, who would 
throw fuch an Odium, on the pious Reclufes, 
and an Order fo eminent in the Church of 
God. In fhort, after all the cruel Courfe 
of the Inquifition, he was condemn’d, and 
burnt by the arbitrary Procefs of that Tri¬ 
bunal, and infulted by the Fryars, as he 
was at the Stake, who threw whole Pails 
of holy Water in his Face, whenever he at¬ 
tempted to fpeak to the People, 

A 

THIS horrible Murther gave me a mor¬ 
tal Averlion to the Nuus, and made me wi(h 
for a fpeedy Enlargement from fo filthy a 
Sodom. I refolv’d, tho’ I .far’d very delici- 
oufly in the Monaftery, to make my Efcape 
by the firft Opportunity, but was prevented 
by the Arrival of the Provincial, who on 
the Noife of this Affair was come to look 
into the Matter, and remove by a Vifitation 

Z 3 thofe 
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thofe -Imputations the Words of the dead 

Pried had cad on the Siderhood. 

* 

HE pretended much Zeal, and carry’d in his 
Face the Delineaments of Mortification, and 
Holinefs $ but being remov’d from the pub- 
lick View, and in private with the Siders^ 
he ftiow’d himfelf only fo much the more 
abandon’d, as he was exalted in Years, and 
in Station, 

# # 

SISTER Clara was the Nun, who pleas’d 
his Inclinations, and the good Confeflbr had 
Complaifance enough to allow him a Share 
in his Wife, which he folv’d to her with 
the Neceffity of obliging him, on whofe Au¬ 
thority their whole Pieafure depended. The 
Provincial was fo far from finding Fault 
with the Irregularities of the Houfe, that 
he encourag’d them all to allow to the Fa¬ 
thers whatever they demanded ; that being 
fet afide to the Service of God, they could dp 
none more acceptable, than the pleating his 
peculiar, and favourite Miniders, the Fathers 
pfhis Order. 


THE Provincial was advis ? d with in the 

♦ • 

Progrefs of this Alfa ir, as whether they Ihould 
carry on the Defign againd the Canon, and 
any other Enemy of their Order \ But He 
told them, that he thought it more prudent 

to let it dop there; enough had been done 

• ' ' ' to 



to terrify the Canon from giving his Tongue 
any Liberty prejudicial to their Affairs 3 they 
ftiouid therefore be cautious of renewing this 
Comedy left by too frequent View the People 
Ihould be undeceiv’d, which muft end in the 
Ruin of that Monaftery, and the Difgrace of 
their Order 5 fo having been fome Nights ad*- 
mitted to Sifter Claras Embraces, and pafsd a 
formal Shew of a Vifitation 3 he prepar’d to 
return to Rome by the Way of Naples 3 but 
being pleas’d with me extreamly he eafily ob¬ 
tain’d me of Sifter Clara , as a Teftimony of 
her Love 3 and as a Prefent to the Niece of 
Cardinal fignateUi who was a peculiar Patro- 
nefs of this 

eial promis’d 


Monaftery, to whom the Provin- 
to give me. 
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* 

An Account of a pleafmg Seat of Ludovico 

Aftelli, a Phyjician near Seifula. The 
Hifiory of his Life* The wicked Love of a 
Mother-in-Law to her Hujband's Son. He? 
Revenge on his objlinate Vertue. The Poi- 
fon dejign’d by her for him, fads into the 
Hands of her own Child. The happy Dif- 
covery of the Sons Innocence. Her Punijh- 
tnent , and Death. 

E had not travell’d a Day’s Journey 

from Sarno, but the Provincial being 
taken ill in the midft of a great Plain, the 
Litter in which he was carry’d made to the 
firft Gentleman’s Houfe, that they could 
reach, which was not far from Seffula , and 
about five Miles from the Sea. It flood on 
a Hill of an eafy Afcent, every where diver- 
fify’d with agreeable Vifds , of Woods, Vine¬ 
yards, Orange Groves, and the like. On 

the Middle of the Afcent there was a level 

* . • 

Plain qf near half a Mile Square ^ in the 
mid’ft of which flood a neat built Houfe, 
more excellent for its Situation, and Conve¬ 
nience, than Magnificence, and Ornament. 
The Gardens were fmall but well kept, and 
repleniftfd with Things ufeful for Food, as 
well as delightful to the Eye. There fell 
from the adjacent higher Part of the Hill a 

pretty 




.1 



pretty purling Stream, which fed the Houfe 
with Water without Coft or Charge, and fur- 
nifli’d the little Fountains without much Af- 

ftftance of Art. 

* 


I N the Furniture Decency and Ufe being 
the Aim, there was not much facrificd to 
Ornament, or Luxury. This was the Retreat 
of Ludovico Aft alii , an eminent Phyfician of 
Rome in his younger Days. Here he liv’d un¬ 
incumber’d with the lazy Vermin of the Hall, 
a numerous Train of Servants, which was 
confin’d to fo few, as fhould always be em¬ 
ploy’d in the Service of the Houfe or Garden. 
His Lady was not handfom enough to give too 
much Pain, and Jealoufy, nor ugly enough 
to give Difguft, ftie was, or feem’d to be go¬ 
vern’d by the fame Inclinations, and mov’d 
by the fame Humours, the kind Companion of 
his leifure Hours. The Love and Indulgence 
of a fond Hufband, his Allowance of unufuai 
Liberty in making her Miftrefs of her own 
Conduft, and the natural Coldnefs and Me¬ 
lancholy of her Temper, could not well fur- 

nifti any Caufe ofx Complaint, or Motive to 
Inconftancy ftrong enough to make her feek, 
that Corruption from her VafTals, who only 
furrounded her. But either the Solitude de- 

\ m _ 

ny’d her the Temptation, or Means, or the 
Ihort Time of our Stay deny’d me the Oppor¬ 
tunity of difcoyering the contrary, or Ihe was 

one 


* 
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one of the very few good Women I met with 

in my Peregrination. 


THE Day AftaUi fpent with equal Plea* 

fure, and Ufe, devoting the Morning to Pray¬ 
er, and Study, and the Afternoon to Paftime 
and Extrcife, His Paftimes were fuch, as his 
Wife could partake in without Injury tb the 
Modefty, and Decorum of her Sex, and his 
Exercife fuch, as employ’d his Ingenuity, as 
well as Hand, and Body, In fliort, he was 
fatisfy’d with what he had, and what he had 
not he never wifli’d for. The Love of the 


circumjacent Country, his Affability, and A&s 
of Charity procur’d him 5 aiid the Love of 
his Family , his indulgent Cafe and Mild* 
nefs 5 the Love of his Wife, his Faith and 
mutual Affe&ion. His Study was fill’d with 


few, but choice Books 5 his Table was fpread 
with not many Difhes, but thofe good in their 
Kindj in which Nature was more confulted, 
than Art; Hunger, than Luxury; and his 
Cellars ftor’d not with many, but whblefom 
Wines ; and the whole Entertainment was as 
temperate, as corclial. 









I « 


THE Provincial could not but exprefs his' 
Wonder at his lingular Happinefs 3 and being, 
now pretty well recover’d of that Indifpofition, 
which had diverted him from the Profecution 
pf his Journey to his Houfe, he was very in* 
quifitive into the Reafons of JJladis Retreat 
from Bufinefs, land feeming Aver (ion to the 
World in general 3 which did not feem in him 1 
to proeeed from a melancholy, or hypocon- 
driac Humour, but from more fedate, and 
rational Caufes. The publick Duties of my 
TunBton (fa id the Provincial) force me from 
that pleajing Retirement , I might hope from my 
Order 5 and tho I have not Vanity , and Self- 
Efieem enough to fay , at Alexander the Great, 
faid to Diogenes, If I were not Bonacorfi, 1 
would be Aftalli 3 yet I may fay , that if I were 
not at the Command of my Superiours , I Jbould 1 
wijh to be the Difciple of fo wife- a Majler 3 ancf 
feek that Happinefs in Retirement , which I 
never yet could find in Company , and Buft'? 

nefs. 

• • I • 

» I » 



LOVE , and Ambition ( reply’d JJlalli) 
confin’d me once to Rome , but far from Eafe, 
and Happinefs. For there I was always in 
theChace, without ever coming up with the: 
Quarry 3 or if ever I did, it was only to find' 
it not worth the Purfuit. I had an open Con¬ 
fidence 
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fideuce in Friends 5 but they always deceiv’d 
me 5 I trufted to Vertue, but that ftili kept 
me under $ and I found, that a Man, who 
hopes to get Preferment by Ho?iefy, afts as 
prepofferoufly, as he that thinks to win a 
Woman by Sincerity. Honejly indeed finds a 
Panegyric in every Mouth, but empty Words 
are all its Tribute, and empty Hands its Sup¬ 
port. He therefore, that would make a Fi¬ 
gure at Court muft fhake Hands with fo ftar- 
ving a Companion, and dare fome bold Vil¬ 
lainy that merits the Prifon, and the Wheel. 
But I never thought Dignity worth purchaling, 
at the Expence of my Honour , pr Power worth 
the immortal Infamy of a villainous Aftion. 
Compaffion for the Difirefsd always open’d 
my Purfe, but the Produft of their Relief was 
generally Ingratitude. »My Credulity in the 
Vows, and Proteftations of Men ferv’d only 
to difcover, that the facred Powers of Heaven 
were only valu’d by fome to betray thofe, whp 
believ’d in them. 

* 

m # * 

IN the mid’ft of thefe falfe Meafures, Love, 

that had always flutter’d about, and hover’d 
o’er my Heart, now feiz’d on my Bofom 5 but 
exercifing a merciful Sway, I found the Hard- 
fliips of a long Courtfhip remov’d by a mu¬ 
tual Affection $ we foon were marry’d, and 
foon again feparated by the Cruelty of her 
Death in Child-bed of a fine Boy, ■ whofe 

Birth gave his Mother her Death, 

. unfortunate 

♦ ' * 


i 
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unfortunate Life was near giving the fame to 
his Father, tho’ not by his Fault, as you will 
find by the Sequel. 

MY Grief for her Lofs was real, but not 
immoderate, as knowing it fruitlefs, and vain. 
Some Years had paft in my Widowhood, 
without any Thoughts of venturing again, on 
the Hymeneal Rites. But the Devil of Ava¬ 
rice joying my ufual good Fortune, I was in¬ 
troduc'd to a Lady, by a Friend, as Miftrefs 
of more Yertue, than Beauty,' and Fortune, 
than Quality. So that betray’d by falfe Hopes, 
and falfe Friendihip, I embrac’d a Cloud in- 
fifcead of my promis’d Juno^ after Marriage find¬ 
ing her as diffolute, as ugly, and as poor, as 

ignoble.' 

# 

HOWEVER I thought it my beft Way 
to be content with my Lofs of her expefted 
F or tune, not yet finding that her V er tue was 
as fophifticate, as her Face. Ufe, an eafy 
Temper, and her cunning Flattery had in a 
little Time worn out all Difguft, and not 
only render’d her agreeable to me, but given 
her fomething too much the Attendant over 
my Will. 

MY Son by my firft Wife, had been long 

away from me at Bononia, applying himfelf 

to his Studies, and I had now another hope¬ 
ful young Boy by this fecond Adventure who 



was about twelve Years of Age. The El- 
deft was call’d Orlando , and the youngeft 
Giufippe. Orlando was a Youth, that had made 
aconfiderable Progrefs in his Learning^ and 
was Mafter of fuch a lingular Modefty, and 
Piety, as any Man might be proud of a Son fo’ 

meritorious* 

• • • • 1 

# 

« • » » 

HIS Step-mother either naturally, loofe, or 
elfe driven by the unavoidable Neceffity of 
Pate to the moft Extreatn of Wickednefs, caft 
her Eyes, and unlawful Defifes on her Sori 
to Law Orlando . In the Infancy of her Paf- 
fion, while, yet Ihe felt but the young and 
feeble Force of Love in her Breaft, eafily re¬ 
lifted its weaker Influence in Silence. Bfit 
when it had gather’d Strength, and Rohuft- 
nefs, filling her Bofom with outrageous Fire, 
it revell’d in her Heart without Moderation 5 
and Ihe fell a willing Viftiut to its Rage, fur-: 
rendering herfelf entirely to its Conduft 5 and 
diflembling her real Difeafe, Ihe cunningly 
beiy’d the fecret Wounds of her Mind in the: 
apparent Sicknefs of her Body $ for the Sym¬ 
ptoms of Love, and Diftempprs are fo vsry 
much alike, that any one may well be de-< 
ceiv’d in their Judgment: Difcolour’d Palenefs, 
faint, and languid Eyes, feeble Joints, dis¬ 
quiet Slumbers, the languifhing, and broken 
Emiffion of the Breath, more vehement by its 
Slownefs* and all Things would perfwade 
you, that hef lllnefs was a Feaver, but that her 
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ars, I had 


Eyes too frequently bow’d with Tears. 1 
the beft Phyficians to join with me in Confuit, 

to be prefcrib’d. 


Medicines were beft 


of the 


reflected 


• *’ Q • \ * J* 

Efred i tho* I have fine? 


• • 

the Meaning 


% * 


moderate Pulfe of the Veins, the Excefs of her 
fleat, the panting Uncertainty of her Breath? 
ing* and her tofliug, and tumbling from this 
Side to that. Thefe are Symptoms fo vifible 
of an amorous Defire, as only could be hid 


Opinion 

« • 

* 

BEING, thus agitated with the furious 
Pe.fire of the Prefence of an Objeft Ihe could 
not but wfth for, Ihe at laft broke her obfti- 
nate Silence, and order’d Orlando to be call’d 
to her Apartment. The Youth with a ready, 
and pious Obedience, makes hafte to the fiefc 

Mother of his Brother, and Wife of his Fa¬ 
ther, with his young Brows plough’d with 
early Furrows for the Sicknefs,, he little 
thought himfelf the unhappy Caufe of, to 

execute whatever Command ihe Ihould ini- 

* ' * • * « 

ppfe. 

THQ' tir’d already with a. Silence, that 

had been fo tedious, and torturing, yet {hock’d 
at the horrible Secret, fbe was'going to un¬ 
told, full of fears, and Doubts, how beft to 
exprefs her felf without Offence, often rejected 

the 



» 
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the Words fhe thought moft proper to fave 
them both their Bluihes, and Confufion oil 
fo criminal a Difcovery. But her Bafhfulnefs 
and Modefty now nodding, and finking be^ 
fore the Battery of Defires $ fhe only thought 

how fhe fhould begin. 

* # * 

THE unfortunate Youth concern’d for her 
Anguifh fufpefting no Evil, alk’d her with a 
pious Tendernefs, and a fubmiffive Counte¬ 
nance, the Caufe of her Sicknefs. This Que- 
ftion, with the damnable Opportunity of being 
alone made her break out into Confidence 5 yet 
firft weeping abundantly, and covering the 
frnall Remains of her Modefty with her Face, 
in a trembling Voice, in this fliort Manner 
addrefs’d herfelf to him. — Thou thy felf ( fa id 
fhe) art the whole Caufe , and Origin of this 
fatal Diflemper, that I groan under 3 and foie 
Remedy of the Evil, thonhajl in fitted, the only 
Stay, Health, and Support of rtiy Life. For 
the piercing , and confuming Beam of thofe dear 
Eyes of yours, admitted by mine too frail, and 
nncautious, have transfus d into my inmojl Soul, 
a Fire too violent to be fuppcrted. Have Pity, 
therefore, of her , who is per if sing for your Sake / 
nor let ary mifiaken Piety to thy Father, give 
thee any Difturbance 5 for firft I love his Face t in 
thee , and thou by thy Compliance wilt preferve 
him that Wife , on whofe Life, and Satisfaction 
his very Being depends. You have now the lucky, 
and full Security of being with me alone , and d 

happy 
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happy Opportunity Sufficiently capacious of the 
necejfary Evil. For that which ; is done without 
the Confcioufnefs of any Witnefs , is as it were 
not done at all. 

4 

. _ __ « 

THE Youth confounded with the abomi- 

• % 

nable Propofition, tho’ he perfectly abhorr’d 
the Guilt of Compliance, yet thought not the 
Violence of fo criminal a Paffion fit to be 
exafperated with a pofitive Denial, but rather 
to be footh’d by a cautious Delay, and a du¬ 
bious Promife of Succefs on. a rhore favourable 
Occafion. He therefore, with fome Earneft- 
nefs affures her Satisfaction ^ and perfuades 
her to be of good Heart, and to take all 
that neceffary Care of her Health and Reco¬ 
very, that as foon as my Abfence Ibould fur- 
hifti the Opportunity^ they might with Secu¬ 
rity accomplilh their mutual De fires. And 
having appeas’d her prefent Rage, with fo 
pleafing an Artifice he withdrew from thfc 
iioxious Eyes of -his Step-Mother. 


BUT being fatisfy’d in the terrible Ruin 

that threaten’d his Family from this unnatural 
Lull of his Step-Mother , he confults his vene¬ 
rable Tutor by Letter, under all the Obliga¬ 
tions of an inviolable Secrefy. The Sum of 
all their Debate in feveral Letters was, that 
there could be ho Way more fafe and effectual, 
than to fly the coming Storm of cruel Fortune 
by his fpeedy Abfence. 

At 


BUT 
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BUT my Wife impatient of the leaft De¬ 
lay had fo contriv’d the Matter, as to fend 
me on a lleevelefs Errand a pretty Way from 
Home, and where, to be fure, I ffiould ftay at 
leaft a Night, or two, to ad juft the difficult 
Accounts of a Farm, which I had in that 

V 

Country. I being thus dexteroufly remov’d 
before Orlando could get his Affairs in fuch 
a Pofture, as to remove himfelf without Sufpi- 
cion, bore down with the Madnefs of her 
ripen’d Hopes, ffie with Joy,, and Eagernefs 
.demands, of my Son, the Payment of that 
Lover ^ which he had promis’d without any 
Defign of ever making it good. But he con¬ 
founded betwixt the Wickednefs, and the 

Danger, by a fqbtle Addrefs under feveral 
Pretences for a while difappoints the execra¬ 
ble Interview. ’Till having puflfd Matters 
fo clofe, and finding a Repulfe, as well as 
by the Variety, and Inconfiftence of his An- 
fwers, that ffie was never to exped the Per¬ 
formance ffie languiffi’d for, by a ftrange, and 
fickle Change of her Affedions, her impious 
Lover was perverted into a Hatred, as extream, 
and unjuft. ' , 

* 

IN her Purfuit of which to an implacable, 
and bloody Revenge, ffie call’d to her Advice 
a Servant of the Family of a Principle fo 
abandon’d, that he would undertake for a 
Reward any Wickednefs, that could be pro¬ 
pos'd, The Sum of their Conference was to 
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difpatch the innocent Youth by fome private 
Way, and Poifon was concluded to be the 
moft fafe. He is fent to procure the Bane y 
and Ihe takes Care to dilute it with 'Wine, 
that it might go down with the more Eafe, 
and lefs Sufpicion, But while the guilty 
Complotters were deliberating of a fit Time 
to give him the Dofe j it happen’d that her 
own little Son coming ifrom School, and be¬ 
ing very dry after the Heat of the Day, finds 
the poifon’d Wine, and with a thirfty Ap¬ 
petite fwallows the liquid Death prepar’d for 

his Brother. He found himfelf immediately 
lick, and running to his Mother falls down 
dead before her. Her Screams foon alarm’d 
the Houfe , and the Caufe of his hidden 
Fate agreed to be Poifon 5 but the Author 
of fo barbarous a Fait was yet in Debate. 
But this wicked cruel Woman, and Angu¬ 
lar Inftance of a Step-Mother s Malice, un- 
toueh’d with the vifible Judgment of her 
own Son’s Death, nor the Confcience of her 
6wn Parricide, the Misfortunes of her Houfe, 
and the Grief of her Hufband, or the mo¬ 
ving Sight of the dead Corps before her, from 
that very Object drew the ftiorteft Way to her 

Revenge* 

SHE immediately difpatch’d a Melfenger 
to me with the unwelcome News 5 and on 
my Return, with a well dilfembled Rage of 
Grief accufes Orlando with the Murther of 

A a 2 her 
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her Son. Which in fome Senfe indeed might 
be true. Cnee the Child had devour’d the Po- ' 

tion prepar’d for the young Man. 

m % 

/ 

THE more to heighten my Indignation, 
file told me, that the Caufe of his poifoning 
. her Son, was to revenge on him, her Refu- 
fal of complying with his inceftuous De¬ 
fires of pofleffing the Wife of his own Fa¬ 
ther } nor yet content with thefe abominable 
Lyes, flie allur'd me, that fince for Fear of 
his Threats, which he had urg’d with his 
naked Sword, {he had been forc’d to yield 
to his unlawful Embraces. 

THUS (truck with the double Fate of 
my Children, I gave top much Way to the 
unruly Tempeft of a raoft violent Paflion. 
Before my Eyes I faw lie dead my Youngeft, 
and found that my Eldeft muft be fentenc’d 
to an ignominious End for Parricide , and 
Incefi. I confefs, I was farther provok’d 
to the utraoft Deteftation, and Hate of my 
Son, by the falfe, tho’ well aded Lamen¬ 
tations, and unconfolabie Grief of a Wife 
too 


THE Funeral of one was fcarce ever , 
when I, then the mofi: unhappy of Fathers, 
wiping away the Tears from my Eyes at the 
■ interring of the Child, enter’d the Court of 

Judicature 


near, and unreasonably dear to me at that 
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Judicature to accufe the other of capital Of¬ 
fences : Where flopping the Judges juft then 
rifing (knowing nothing of the cruel Frauds 
of my Wife) clafping their Knees I prefs’J 
with my utmoft Earneftnefs, and Zeal the 
immediate Ruin of the only Remains of my 
Family $ accufing as the impious Polluter of 
his Fathers Marriage-Bed, the Murtherer of 
his Brother and Aflaffine of his Mother-in- 
Law. The Perfon of a Father, and the 
Excels of my Grief had fuch an Effed on, 
and enrag’d fo far not only the Court, but 
the very People, that heard it 5 that with¬ 
out any Regard to the Formalities of a Tryal, 
and the manifeft Proof of Accufers, and the 
tedious Defence of the Accus’d —<■ They all 

cry’d out, That he ought to be Jlorid , and that 
a public Grievance ought to be revengd in as 

public a Manner. 

* 

* _ _ f 

THE Magiftrates being afraid of a popu¬ 
lar Riot, if not fpeedily prevented, urg’d the 
Judges fo aifert the Rights of their Anceftors, 
in bringing the Culprit to a fair Tryal, where 
the Accufers, and Accus’d fhould have an 
equal Hearing $ and not fuffer lo barbarian a. 
Wildnefs, or tyrannic Impotence to condemn 
any one without being heard: That fuch an 
unheard of Wickednefs, fuch a profligate Vil¬ 
lainy fhould be expos’d in a calm Judgment to 
the Age for an Example. 



THIS 
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THIS wholefom Advice being refolv’d on, 
and the Judges being feated , the Accufer 
was fummon’d, and the Accus'd brought into 
the Court with no little Clamour. I fhall 
not delay you with a tedious- Repetition of 
the Arguments on both Sides. Let it fuffice, 
that the YVitneffes being examin'd and crofs- 
examin’d, that nothing fhould be determin’d 
in a Caufe of this Weight on Conje&ures, 
not pofitive Evidence 5 the principal was the 

Villain I mention’d , who flood with that 
Refolution to what he had depos'd, viz. That 
Orlando being enrag'd at the Refufal of his 
Step-Mother, had apply d himfelf to him to pro¬ 
cure him fotne Poifon to murther her Son 5 and 
that -when he had got it, he fare Orlando 
give it the Child with his own Hand fecure, 
as he imagin'd, of his Secrefy by the Bribe he had 

ajfurd him of. 

THIS Villain’s Evidence being given in 
with all the Face, and Circuraftances of Truth, 
the Tryal was over 5 and Sentence juft go¬ 
ing to be pronounc’d, a grave old Gentle¬ 
man, and a Phyfician rifes up in the Court, and 
being a Man of eminent Honour and Autho¬ 
rity thus fpoke to the Bench. The Pleafure 
1 have in having reach'd thofe Tears , which 
has given me the Approbation of this Bench , 
will not let me fitffer you to commit a Murther 
on this accus'd, but innocent Touth 5 nor per - 
mit you, who are fworn to- do impartial Ju- 



THAT Villa in, the Evidence, agreed 
with me for fome prefent Poifon for the 
Price of one hundred Crowns $ affuring me 
(with all the horrible Imprecations on him- 
felf if it were falfe) that it was for a Perfon 
under infupportable Torments in an uncura- 
ble Diftemper who had only a Defire to 
put a fpeedy End to a Torment, he could 
not endure any longer, or find any Cure for. 

But I, imagining, that the ill-look’d Rogue 

had a mifchievpus Defign in Hand, which he 
varnifh’d over with fo filly a Story , gave 
him the Draught he defir’d. But having an 
Eye to this Tryal, which has now happen’d, 
I would not immediately take the Price, that 
he offer’d$ but telling him he fhould feal it 
up with his own Ring, ’till a better Oppor¬ 
tunity a Day or two would permit me be¬ 
fore him to examine the Goodnefs of the 
Money. Perfuaded by thefe Words he feal’d 
up the Bag, which as foon as I perceiv’d him 
an Evidence in this Tryal, I fent my Ser¬ 
vant Home, to fetch it into the Court. Here 
js the Bag, let him fee it, and acknowledge 

A a 4 his 


Book III. ( 360 ) Chap. VI. 

his Seal. For how can this young Gentle¬ 
man ( without fome better Evidence than 
him ) be thought guilty of murthering his 
Brother with the Poifon this Fellow bought, 
and is much more likely to have us’d > 

4 

THE Rogue on hearing this was ftruck 
with a pannic Fear, turning pale, as Death, 
a cold Sweat running down all his Body. 
His Knees knock’d one againft the other , 
while fcratching his Head on all Sides, with 
his Mouth half open he ftammer’d out a 
Company of trifling abfurd Lyes, in fo pal¬ 
pable a Manner, that the whole Audience 
began to fufpect him, as criminal. But re¬ 
covering his native Impudence, he began to 
deny all with a thorough Aflurance, and to 
turn the Falfliood on the Phyfician. Till 
by the Command of the Bench his Ring was 
taken off his Finger, and compar’d with the 
Seal 3 the Comparifon made the Matter be¬ 
yond any Doubt 5 and having been put to the 

Rack he Rood out the ufual Torments, with¬ 
out acknowledging the Crime. 

♦ 

I WILL not fuffer this Villain ( faid 
the Phyfician ) to baffle your Juftice with 
bis Obftinacy 3 for I will give you a prefent 
Difcovery of the Matter. When I found he 
would have Poifon, that would give prefent 
Death, and not thinking it the Duty of any 
pf my Faculty to furnilh the Means of Death 
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to any, the Art of Medicine being found out 
for Health not Deftrudion * yet fearing by 
a Denial I fflould furnilh him with Means 
of doing the intended Mifchief by fome o- 
ther, oy elfe by the Sword, I gave him not 
Foifon as he fuppos’d, but drowfy Mancha- 
gora mix’d with other foporiferous Drugs * 
whofe Nature it is to bring on a Sleep on 
thofe, who take them, very nearly imitating 
Death. Nor is it a Wonder, that this Rogue 
bears thefe Torments , fince he very well 
knows, that Death certainly attends the Dif- 
covery of his Guilt. But if the Child took 
the Potion I prepar’d with my own Hands, 
he is not dead but fleeps* whofe temporary 
Bands being by Time or counter Medicines 
remov’d, vilible Life will refume its Place* 
but if he be really dead indeed, you muft 

enquire fome other Caufe of his Death. 

• 

i 

4 • 

9 

THE venerable old Gentleman having 
done fpeaking, there was a general Approba¬ 
tion of what he had. faid. And Abundance 
with me ran to the Grave where the Child 
was interr’d, nay the whole Court, and all 
the People throng’d to fee this defir’d Difco- 
very. I was the firft that reach’d the Mo¬ 
nument , and taking my dear Child out of 
the Coffin, and removing the Muffler from 
his Mouth, and Face, was tranfported to 
find him waking from his long dilfembled 
Death of Sleep. Full of Joy which, no Tongue 
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can exprefs, in his Funeral-Habit, I brought 
him to the People, and fo into the Court, 
Where the Wickednefs of the profligate Ser¬ 
vant (for Fear of frefli Torments ) and his 
more profligate Miftrefs being now made 
moft evident, the Truth came to light, andi 
my Wife was punifh’d with perpetual Bar 
nifliment, and the Servant hang d up it* 

Chains. 

■ 

V 

BY the Suffrages of all, the hundred Crowns 
were adjudg’d to the honeft Phyfician, as 
a Reward for his fleepy Potion , in which 
he had freely my Vote, whofe more, than 
Romantic Fortune receiv’d an Event worthy 
of the Divine Providence, who in a little 
Time, nay Jefs than a Moment, as I may 
fay, inftead of becoming Chiidlefs, faw my 
felf Father of two Sons doubly redeem’d from 
Infamy, and the Grave. 

RETURNING Home the happy Deli? 

very of my Children, appeas’d that Shame, 
and Sorrow, which the Infamy of my Wife 
had otfierwife fix’d in my Mind. The fame 
Providence that deliver’d Orlando from the 
Rage of his Step-Mother , foon puniflfd her 
more effeftually, than the Sentence of the 

Court} for as (he was taking her Way to¬ 
wards Venice i through the Apenines , fhe fell 
down a fmall Precipice, which not being 
high enough to give her immediate Death, 

breaking 
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breaking fome of her Limbs ffie languilh’-d a 
while, and dy‘d in a moft remarkable and im¬ 
pious Manner. 


CHAP. vir. 

» 

The Continuation of the Hiftory of Aftalli; 
With the tragical Tate of Uberto, and his 
three Sons . The Death of the young Duke 
of Rocca di Mandragone. Aftalli j jbort 

Inve&ive againfl the exorbitant Bride, and 
Infolence of the Neapolitan Nobility . 

t 

0 

■ 
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H ER private Extravagance, 011 our Se¬ 
paration, and her Death, foon difco- 
ver’d it felf in the Bills, that from every 
Side, came in upon me, and which I Ihould 
have found Difficulty enough to have dif- 
charg’d, had not a Relation ( but juft re¬ 
concil'd to me on the Death of my Wife) dy ? d, 
and left me a considerable Fortune in Money 

and Eftate. 

1 

THINKING this the white Spot of my 

pate, and fearing the Evils I had expert- 
ene’d, nor willing to truft my felf, J made 
the chief Part of my Fortune over to my 
Son Orlando allowing a haridfom Provifion 
for Giujipfe, if he livd, tho' he feem’d in 

a pining Condition, and promis’d a Life but 

of 

ii * 
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of a very fhort Date, as it prov’d in fome 
few Months after my Retirement. The 
Trouble for which was the lefs, becaufe 
it remov’d from my Eyes the Memory of 

a Woman , who had given me fo great 
Pain. 

.HAVING try’d Friencljbips , and found 

them falfe 5 Ambition , and Courts , and found 
them falfer 5 Women , but found them, to 
my own late and proper Coft, falfe ft of all: 
Having experienc’d that Vertue, and plain¬ 
dealing Honefty ferv’d only to make one 
poor, and ridiculous in Rome , unable to 
fhake off two fuch uncourtiy Companions, I 
refolv’d to retire to jhis Place, where I, be¬ 
liev’d they would make a more tolerable 
Shift, than in that intriguing, and bufy 
City. I, therefore, chofe this Place, as* far 
enough from the Hurry, and Defigns of 
Court, and near enough to its Civility. 
Where the Inhabitants were fo happily qua¬ 
lify’d not to be fuch Strangers to good 
Breeding, as to degenerate into Barbarifm , 
nor- fo over polite to forfake Honefty. Thus 
I fettled my felf in this delightful Place, 
whence I have an agreeable Profpeft of 
the Mediterranean , which, as I fometimes 
walk on the Beach, I fancy, when tofs’d 
and agitated with violent tempeftuous Winds, 
reprefents the ConfiiGon and noify Tumult 
pf the City 5 and hug my felf in my dou¬ 
ble 


* % 
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ble Security from the Reality, and from the 
Reprefentation. 

BUT I foon found fo perfeCt a Solitude 
too uneafy a State, and ftill wanting of 
fomething, which human Nature requir’d 
to its Happinefs. For being made a conver¬ 
tible Animal, Pleafure could not be perfed 
without a Companion. To make my Ser¬ 
vants fo would only ra ife them to Impu¬ 
dence, and debafe my felf to a Level almoft 
of Brutes, miffing that Satisfaction in Con- 
verfation, which commonly proceeds from a 
Proportion, if not Equality of Underftand- 
ing, and Congruity of Thoughts, and Ap- 
prehenfion, which generally differs in the 
feveral Stations of Life. Thefe Confidera- 

i + % 

tions brought me at laft to this Refolutioc, 
once more to venture in the Lottery of Ma¬ 
trimony, for a Prize, that is not often met 
with, and which, I thought, the fureft Way 
of obtaining, to be a Compliance with the. 
Dictates of Nature, and Reafon more, than 
the Irapulfe of Avarice, or any other Paf- 
fion. 

# 

AFTER a fmall Enquiry in this Coun¬ 
try I found a Lady qualify’d to my Wiffi 
the Daughter of a decay’d Gentleman, who 
liv’d a very private, and retir’d Life not 
many Miles from this Place. Her Father, 
and Mother had her ever under their Eye, 

and 
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and bred her up, with that Care, that, as Na¬ 
ture had given her a Form agreeable, a 
fprightly Wit, and a genuine Modefty, Ihe 
Ihould not want thofe Additions, which Art 
could contribute, they, therefore, mingled 
her Education in that Manner, as to fur- 
nifh her with fo much Skill in Houfewifry, 
as to manage a Family $ and fuch a Com¬ 
petence of Learning, as to render her Perfori, 
as confpicuous, as any of her Sex. To me, 

I confefs, Ihe yet feems eafy, and generous 
in her Temper, agreeable in her Perfon, 
modeft, prudent, and pious in her Condud, 
witty , and learned in her Convention 5 

AccompIiihments enow to challenge the 
Love, and Efteem of any Man. Her Love 
of Solitude was equal to mine, and for 
that Ihe valu’d me the more. She lov’d 
me, becaufe Ihe really believ’d I lov’d her 5 
and Ihe believ’d that, becaufe I told her fo. 
For being guilty of no Difliraulation her felf, 
Ihe could not imagine, that my Heart, and 
my Tongue Ihould not agree. Her Father’s 
Authority was a Medium, not Caufe of my 
Happinefs in her Confent. In fliort we were 
marry’d, and tho’ Providence has not thought 
fir to blefs us with Children, yet that makes 
no Breach in our Tranquility , or Love , 
which having had an even and eafy Spring* 
and Rife, ftill runs oti in a fmooth unin¬ 
terrupted Current of Satisfaction 5- which 
nothing can difturb, or ruffle while we live 5. 

neither 1 
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neither of us defiring Death or fearing it* 
if any Care of the Future engage our Willies, 

they are only, that one Fate might fur prize 
its , and one Grave receive us. But, as that 
very Wiffi is not fo turbulent to difturb 
our prefent Repofe, fo have we not any o- 
ther in Nature $ poffeffing what we defire, 
and defiring nothing but what we already 
poffefs. The Turns, and Viciflitudes of For¬ 
tune, in the World, we think wifer to hear, 

than be Witnefs of $ pleas’d at the firm Se- 
datenefs of our own Condition, being fix’d 
m the Axle-Tree of the fickle Goddefs, we 

fee around us, in Security, the rapid Mo¬ 
tion of the wretched World. 

WE are better pleas’d to travel o’er the 

various Climates of the Earth with our Eyes, 
than our Feet 5 in our Studies , than in 
Deed. If any Difficulty arife in our Read-* 
ing, we leave it to the Decifion of Reafon, 
and Probability, rather, than to the hazar¬ 
dous Experiment. Our Thoughts and Ob- 
fervations we are content to impart to one 
another, without fuffering our Vanity to ex- 
pofe them to the cenforious and ignorant 
Criticks of the Age 5 pleas’d in every Thing 
to lead a Life wholly ftoiien, as I may fay 
from the Commerce , and Knowledge of 
Mankind. What Good I can do, I willing¬ 
ly, and without Hire perform. Fhyftck, that 
has been my Study, I pra&ife for the Be¬ 
nefit 
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nefk of my Neighbours, and Prefervation of 
my own Health* and that of my Family, 
if Temperance the fovereign Elixir of Life 
fhould fail, or any Accident, or eafual Ex¬ 
cels fhould invade them.- My Days are plea- 
fant, my Nights eafy ; when I wake I know 
no Trouble 3 when I Beep my Slumbers are 
undifturb’d. And lince Variety compleats 
the Banquet of Life, I neither confine my 
felf to any particular Study, Exercife, or Re¬ 
creation 3 nor pervert a Diverfion into a Bu- 
finefs. 

* • 9 » I 

I WAS extreamly 'pleas’d with AJlall? s 
Account of his paft and his prefent Condi¬ 
tion, and Fortune $ and thought how much 
more Vertue accompanies the Followers of 
Nature, than the Sectaries of Enthufiafm 5 
while the Nunneries and Convents, were pol¬ 
luted with all the Filth of a Brothel, and 
thefe fecular Reelufes (if I may call them 

fo) fo innocent, and fo calmly pious, and 
religious. It ought to have call a Blulh 
over the Provincial's Face, while their vo¬ 
luntary Retreat upbraided him with fo little 
Regard to the Solemnity of a Vow. 

ASTALLI had fcarce done his Narra¬ 
tion, but a Mefienger came to him to defire 
his fpeedy Affiftance to a poor Farmer woun¬ 
ded, as it was fear’d mortally,' by his own 
Hand in a fudden Diffraction for a cruel 

Misfortune 
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Misfortune, that befel him, in the Lofs of his 
three Sops, by the Pride, and Cruelty of a 
Neapolitan Grandee. 

* 

BUT it being now near Bed-Time he 

faw the Provincial to his Apartment, and 
charitably made hafte to the Affiftance of 
his Neighbour. The Morning being come, 
and the Provincial got up, and his Prayers 
foon over, he demanded of JJlalli an Account 
of the laft Night’s Adventure. 

% 

THERE is no greater Difficulty flowing 
from an arbitrary Government (faid AJlalli) 
than the lnfolence of the Nobility 5 who 
flaviffily fur rendering their Liberty to the 
Sovereign, gain by that a Power to domi¬ 
neer over the Plebeians. My poor Neigh¬ 
bour, to whom I was fent for, is a tragical 
Proof of this Truth. 

4 

■ 

XIBERTO is a good Country-Farmer of 
the better Sort, and one, that had all the 
neceffary Plenty, that uncorrupted, and un¬ 
mix’d Nature yields. He had three Sons, 
hopeful Boys, and extreamly belov’d by their 
Father, Benedetto the eldeft, Giovanni the 
fecond, and Sylvio the youngeft. He had 
given them a liberal Education, and Nature 
Modefty, and Religion Obedience, and Piety 
to their Father, and mutual Love to one 
another. They went all three Yefterday from 

Bb Home 
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Home when Uberto was' fitting at his hofpi- 
table Table with fome Friends, that came 
to dine with him. As the Giafs went free¬ 
ly but foberly about, one of his Hens run 
tackling up and down the Room, as if Ihe 
was juft going to lay an Egg, on which 
he calls his- Boy to let the Bafket in the 
tribal Place, that- fhe- might not be to feek 
a Neft, who had been fo fruitful, and be¬ 
neficial a Servant. But the Hen difdaining' 
her ufual Bed coming to her Mailers Seat 
at his Feet on the Floor was deliver’d of a 
moll portentous and wonderful Birth, bring¬ 
ing forth not an Egg, but a Chicken with- 
all Things compleat, Feathers, Claws, Wings, 
Eyes, Beak, and the like, which immediately 
ran after her Mother chirping about the 

Houfe* 

A PRODIGY fo amazing threw him, 
and his Family into a flrange Conlterna- 
tion 5 in the mid’ft of which Confufion, and 
fMpondence, came- in out' of Breath, with 
Horror, and Fear in his Face , an under- 
Servant of his, and gives him this- melan¬ 
choly Account of the Ruin of all the Hopes 
of his Family, in the Death of his three 
Sons. Thefe young Men (for fo their Years 
may privilege them to be call’d-) had a 

long and intimate Familiarity, and- Friend- 
fhip, with a poor neighbouring Country-Man, 
that liv’d in- & {mall Cottage of his own 4 
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■and manur’d his own little Patrimony with 
his own Hands. It was the Misfortune of 
.this poor Man to have his Fields join to, 
and bound 011 the large Eftate of a powerful 
Neighbour, young, rich, haughty, and infolent- 
ly abufing the Authority of his Dignity, and 
the Reverence of his ancient Family, Head 
of the Fa&ions and Parties, and fo ealily do¬ 
ing what he pleas’d in the City, and Court, 

I mean the young Duke of Rocca di Man - 

dragone . 

LIKE Ahab, this young Duke had feen, 
with an avaritious Eye, the little Vineyard 
of this poor Naboth , and was refolv’d to 
have it from him. In order to it he mur¬ 
der’d, or drove away his Cattel, and deftroy’d 
the Fruits of his Hufbandry ere ripe for the 
Harveft. But not fatisfy’d with this, as Jong 

as the unfortunate Peafant enjoy’d but the 
bare Ground he was reftlefs, and therefore 
pretending a Difpute of the Bounds he chal¬ 
leng’d all the poor Man’s Eftate to himfelf. 
The unhappy opprefs’d Wretch to endeavour 
to do himfelf a little Juftice, without any 
Affront to fo powerful an Adverfary, had 
Yefterday fummon’d a great many Neigh¬ 
bours together, who knew Time out of Mind 
,|he Limits of each , to fettle fairly , and 
-without Fraud the Abutments on each Side. 
In this Company were the three Brothers, 
tp give what Help, and Affiftance they could 

B b 2 to 

^ * 
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to their injur’d Friend. But Mandragone 

hearing of their Defign comes out attended 

with Servants, and Dogs of all Sorts to awe 
and difturb the Survey, puff’d up with Pride 
of Wealth and Birth beyond all Bounds of 
Moderation, or Reafon, untouch’d with fo 
many Witneffes of his inhuman Violence, 
he gave a Loofe to the haughty Cruelty of 
his Temper. The People addrefs’d them- 
felves to him in Behalf of the poor Man 
with all the Submiffion and Deference ima¬ 
ginable, and with Words adapted to footh 
and bend the ftubborn Ferocioufnefs of his 
Nature 5 which he anfwer’d with Rage and 
Contempt, telling them, that he valu’d not 
a Rujb, the Opinion of fuch a Company of 

fcoundrel Mob , as they were, but aJJ'urd them , 
his Servants jhould immediately thrujl the poor 
Man out of his Cottage by Head , and Shoul¬ 
ders. On which the eldeft of the three 
Brothers Benedetto , with a little more Brilk- 
nefs, and a commendable Liberty thus an- 

fwer d the Duke- My Lord , ( faid he ) 

’tis unworthy your Quality to aB in fo tyran¬ 
nic a Manner 5 or let your Name be brought 
into a Court of Judicature on fo iinjujl a Com¬ 
plaint 3 efpecially fince . the Poor have a Right 
to vindicate themfelves and Pojfejfwns by the 
Guardiaifnp of the Law , which mujl be their 
Defence at lajl againji the unchrijlian Info - 
lence , and Opprejfion of the Rich. Thefe 
Words , tho 5 never fo reafonable, were as 
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Oil to the Flame, adding frelh Fewei to 
the uncontroulable Temper of Mandragone , 
railing his proud Choler to the Height of 
Diftra&ion 5 for fwearing he would hang 
them all upon the Trees, with their Laws 
at their Backs, he commanded his Huntf- 
men, and Followers to flip all- the Pogs 
(of the fierceft bloody Nature, and us’d to 
fall on Men, and tear the paffive Villagers) 
and fet them on the People. The Dogs 
thus at Liberty, and halloo’d on by their 
Keepers with open Mouth attack the terri¬ 
fy’d Multitude, and bite, rend, and tear 
them in a miferable Manner. To fly was 
to no Purpofe, and fo far from taming or 
appealing their Rage, that they purfu’d the 
clofer, and rag’d with the greater Fierce- 
nefs. 

STLVIO the youngelt of the three Bro¬ 
thers being about fifteen Years of Age, be¬ 
ing knock’d down by a Stone falls a ne¬ 
farious Banquet to the Dogs $ for having 1 
feiz’d the fallen Youth, they immediately 
began to tear him in Pieces. The Brothers 
hearing his mournful Cry, run both to his 
•Refcue, covering his Body, as well as they 
.could from the Stones, that were thrown 

-by Mandragone s Servants, and with their 
left Hands endeavour’d in vain to beat off 
the Dogs. But all they could do could not 
drive them from their Prey 5 fo the unfor- 
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timate Youth expiring on the Spot, with his 
Jaft Words begg’d them to revenge his un¬ 
timely cruel Death on the impious Caufe, the 

inhuman young Duke. 


THE furviving two Brothers feeing their 
beloved Sylvio become the Food of Dogs , 
sot fo much out of Defpair, as Contempt 
of Safety made up to the Duke, attacking 
him with all the Weapons they had, a Show¬ 
er of Stones, with Minds as full of Rage and 
Revenge as Courage, and Valour receiving 
jiew Force from their Injury. Mandragone 
bow cruel by Habit, inur’d to Blood,'and 
fuch barbarous Deeds, darts his Lance dr- 
xeftly in the Bofom of Giovanni , with fuch 
Vigour, that moft of it paffing through the 
Body of the Slain fix’d it felf in the Earth, 
and fufpended the dead Youth in the Air 5, 
who tha dead could not fall down to the 
Ground 


THEN a tall lufty young Fellow, one 

pf the Duke’s under-Domefticks coming to 
the Help of the Murderer, threw a Stone 

art: the furviving Brother, which feem’d to break 
Ins right Hand alL to Pieces, but in Reality 
only pafsU betwixt the Tips of his Fingers, 
and fell to the Ground without any Execu¬ 
tion. However, the politick Benedetto made 
Gfe of the Appears nee to fecure his Revenge $ 
for pretending himfelf thus totally difabled he 
’ - comes 


r 
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* 

comes up to Mandragene , and fpeaks to him 

in this Manner. 
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a Perfon brave, and fierce as himfelf, who 
with a manly Gripe feizing his Arm, with 
one ftrong Effort wrefted his Sword out of 
his Hand, and with redoubled Blows foon 
drove his impure Soul out of his Body. To 
avoid his being taken by the Servants, who 
now on every Hand furrounded him, having 
valoroufly facrific’d two or three to his Bro¬ 
thers Manes, he with a nimble Addrefs flit 
his,own Wind-pipe with the Sword yet reek¬ 
ing with his Enemy’s Blood. 

THIS was the fatal Mifehief the ftrange 
•Prodigy portended, which being in this Man¬ 
ner related to the difconfolate Father, the 
old Man unable to utter a Word or fecret 
Tear, fnatching up one of the Knives, with 
which he had been carving to his Guefts, he 

cut his own Throat. In the Midft of this 

Confufion, a Relation in the Houfe feeing 
him breath took Horfe immediately , and 
came to fetch me to try if there were any 
Means left to recover his Kinfman 3 but h« 
had done his Bufinefs too effedually to leave 
me any Poffibility of applying my Art. Who 
that confiders this tragical Event, but muff 
conclude not only, that there is a Providence, 
but alfo, as its Confequence, that there is an 
Immortality of the Soul, and future Re¬ 
wards, and Pbnifliraents fairly to adjuft this 
Reckoning betwixt Mandragone and Uberto. 

The Nobility indeed are generally puff’d up 

.with 
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_ _ __^ _ _ 

with fueh an Opinion of their Quality, or 
Riches, or Power, or all together, that they 
believe themfelves to be forae fuperiour Spe¬ 
cies of Beings, and that the Laws of Rea- 
fon, Religion, and common Honefty were 
only made for the Underlings of Mankind, 
while they are exempt from all the Obli- • 
gations of Society. There is no Law can 
bind them, no Religion influence them, nor 
any Humanity move them to do Juftice, 
and love Mercy. Whereas in Reality they 
are, generally fpeaking, inferiour to all the 
reft of Mankind, their native Pride of Birth, 

marries them early to Ignorance , which they 
are fo fond of, as to beget a numerous Race 
of Follies and Vices upon her, which di- 
ftinguilh their Sires by Impudence and Vio¬ 
lence. They are generally compos'd of two 
oppofite Ingredients, Avarice and Profulion, 

all Cat alines in their Temper covetous of 
other Mens Goods, but profiife of their own j 
or at once tenacious of their, own, and de- 
firous of their Neighbours. Their ancient 
Hofpitality is loft, and Generality is fled 
from their Order, Operto capite (as Petro- 
nius exprefles it) Bona fua numerant , purfue 
their own Advantage, without any Regard 
to Right or Wrong. Either the little Arts 
of trading Cits, as. Ufury> Extor^jpn, &c. 
are their Study 5 or elfe, which is worfe, 

lit# perverted Politicks direfred to. the _ de- 

C c vious 

* 
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vious Path of their own private Gain. In 
fliort, they are meer Idols for Fools to 


worfhip, the Calves of Bethel , that hhve 
Eyes, and fee not, Ears and hear not ^ meer 
Machines of Power, fet up on high for 
Mifchief, not Benefit, that plead Privilege 
• for being Fools and Knaves 3 Robbers, and 
Mustherers. 

9 

* .... 


PROVIDENCE has already pay’d Man- 
dtagone Part of his Due, by cutting him off 
in the very Bloom of his Years, and the 
full flowing Tide of his Fortune, ador’d, 
and fear’d by the People, and courted by 
the. Great. His Father was a younger Son 
of a younger Branch of the fame Family, 
at fome Diftance from the Hopes of the 
Dignities and Honours at which he arriv’d. 
A very indifferent Poll would once have 
been thought a very tolerable Provifion for 
him 5 and when he firft left the College 
it was thought, that his Ambition was not 
levell’d much’ higher. But his Youth, and 
Addrefs gave him' Footing on the firff Round 
of Fortune, by marrying a Lady of fome 
Figure, and a Fortune in the Court. On 
this Foundation he foon got a Poft of Con- 
iideration , and being Mafter of a voluble 


Tongue, Abundance of x^liurance, fome .Wit, 


a great deal of Cunning, 


plaufible Ad¬ 


drefs where 

* <■ - *' * - v. - 


he had any Defign to jUfrf 


/T 


on 




on, Affability to molt, whofe Hopes depen- % 
ded on him, with whom, by the doubtful 
Promifes, he fcatter’d among them, he fill’d 
up his Levies $ he foon thruft himfelf into 
the moft important Affairs of the Nation \ 
and having an enterprizing Head 5 , in the 
dubious Times of War, eafily drew the 
Management of the neceffary Support of the 
State into his own Hands. By this, and 
Bribes, managing Parties, and Cabals, and 
the like, he araafs’d together a vaft Eftate. 
But all that his Avarice, Rapine, and Op- 
preflion of the People in the Gabels had 
got, he left to this his only Son, whofe 
'Fate you have heard; who proving Heir 

to his Fathers Vices, as well as his ill 

| ^ ^ • 

got Eftate, and the high Dignity of Duke 
of Race a di Mandrigone , that fell to him 
but a little before his Death , having fur- 
viv’d near twenty between him and this 

Title, perifh’d in the very Ad of Injuftice, 
Oppreflion, and Murther , and has conclu¬ 
ded an impious Family in an impious Man¬ 
ner. And may fuch or much worfe be the 
Fate of all thofe , woo facrifce to their ovet} 
private Service the publick Interejl of theiip 
Country. 


THE good Aft alii having ended his Dif r 
courfe with fome honeft Warmth, and the 
"Provincial now 'pretty well recover’d, re- 

• i » • * •* ^ > j 

turn’d 

% * If 


/ 





turn’d his Thanks, and his Benediction, we 
immediately purfu’d our Journey to Naples. 
Where being arriv’d,- we went dire&ly ^the 
chief Convent of the Order, call’d SanBa Ma- 
ria Nova. 
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nent Philofopher of the Chero- 
nefus, and his Grandfon h ext us, 
who read Philofophy to the 
Emperor Antoninus the Philofo - 
pher, as Capitolinus affures us. 
The time of his Nativity is not 

very certain, tho’ We make fome 
probable Conjedures about it ; 
for we may draw Arguments of 

fufficient Force, that he flourished 

# 

chiefly in the Reigns of Antoni¬ 
nus Pius, and his Brothers M. 

Antoninus the Philofopher , and 
Lucius Aurelius Per us, For he 
mentions C, V. Lollianus Avitus , 
who, as we have obferv’d from 
Ulpian , and the lame Capitolinus , 
was Prefident of Bithjnia in 
the Reign of the two laft Em* 
perors I have nam’d, and that 

he 





' The Life of 

S . - 

Birth of our Apnleim , that is, 
in the latter end of the Re ign of 
Adrian , or very near it. 

V 

He was from his Childhood 
extreamly enclind to Learning, 
and Study was his delight, firft 
at Carthage , and afterwards in 
his Youth at Athens , were he at¬ 
tain’d all manner of Liberal Sci¬ 
ences ; and where he was for the 
moft part a Follower of the TU* 
tonifts. 

* 

Whence being come to R me 
he apply’d himfelf to the Study 

of the Latin Tongue, which he 

Jearnt with no fmall Difficulty, 
having no Matter to give him any 
Inftrudions in it, as he himfelf 

tells 

* t 




* 






but he order’d to bring the Ao 
cufation in his own Name. 



Apnleins in his Anfwer dears 
that Eaftern Philofophy call’d 

Magic , from the ignorant Impu¬ 
tations of the Vulgar, and him- 
felf a gain ft the Infinuations of 
Tonnonius Pstdem, the Advocate 
of the Plantiff: whofe Obje&i- 
ons were fo foolifli and trifling, 
that they furprize the Reader 
with Wonder, that a Proconful 
of Africa fhould have Patience 
to hear them. They Objed that 
when he came to Oca> the Refi- 
dence of Pudenxilla^ he had but 
one Servant; that afterwards he 
had three Freedmen at a time. 
Nay, they accufe him of having 

his 
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of the Order, kill the Provincial’s Return 
from a Vifit, he was gone to make to a Lady, 
and great Devote to his Order. I had not 
been long in his Cell, but a jolly brifk Fa¬ 
ther of about thirty five, came in to him, and 
having almoft fmother’d him with Kifles, threw 
him on the Bed, and pafs’d to thofe Pleafures, 
the Arms of a Fair Lady could afford a vigo¬ 
rous Lover 3 for I foon found; this pretended 
Novice to be a young Woman maintain’d by 
fome Fryars for their domeftick Ufe, fo to 
qualify their Lewdnefs as to make them able 
to carry a fandimonious Phiz in the Eye of 
ihe World. This good Father having fatis- 

fy’d his Appetite, and fomething abated the 

Edge of his Vigour- he withdrew. Soon after 
another came in, about forty five, and palling 
the fame Complements t on the paflive Novice, 
retir’d 3 but the Door was fo well guarded, and 
taken Care of, that I could not get out 3 ’till 
at la ft came' ah' old Father of Sixty , and 
haftening to His; Journey’s End, forgot to clofe 
the Door of the Cell, I took Occafion by the 
Forelock, remembring, 'even in my Canine 


State, that Time is -an 


•Gentleman bald all 


now about the Evening Twilight) I pafsd out 
of the Convent, without any Difficulty, or 
Adventure. Being now at Liberty; and 'enlarg’d 
from that odious Prifon, or Den of Hypocri- 
ly, and Irreligion, I could not prefently reliffi 

the Bleffing I had obtain d, by being infinitely 

at 
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at a Lofs, tho* in the open Streets, how to 
difpofe of my felf, or which Way to fleer my 
Courfe. I foon found the Tendernefs of my 
new Feet not well adapted to the fharp Rough- 
nefs of the Pavements, and how far my uncer¬ 
tain Fate would carry me before J could find a 
Retreat, I could not yet tell. My Fears-were 
ready to lay more troublefome, and terrible 
Confiderations in the Way, by teprefenting 
my Danger from the Affaults of my Brother 
Dogs, under which I had no Hopes of fupport- 
ing ( my felf, if with Life, at leaft not from 
Wounds of very uneafy Confequenee. For 
Dogs, being domeftick Animals, and very con¬ 
versant with Men, feem to have contracted, 
that barbarous Difeafe of Nature from them of 

worrying one another. 

WHILE thefe anxious Confiderations kept 
file in Sufpenfe not far from the Gate of the 
Convent, I perceiv’d by the Light of a Flam¬ 
beau the Provincial himfelf making up to me : 

; The Rubicon was paft, and it was now too late 
to confult my Doubts and Fears any longer, 
unlefs I refolv’d again to return to that Hive 
of letcherous Drones. The Apprehenfioti of 
which prevail’d over all others, mid made me 
fpring forward, and try the utmoft Swiftnefs 
of my Heels 5 and the Fear of the Provincial 

was fo ftrong in my Mind, that I had travers’d 
the belt Part of the great City of Naples , be¬ 
fore I durft Hop to confider where to go, to 

A 2 obferve 
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obfcrve what Door was open of any conGde- 
rable Hoirfe, affuring my felf of the better 
Efteern and better Fare in the Palatio of. Qua¬ 
lity j than in the Cafas of the Vulgar, where 
Dogs of Figure are never fo welcome, as in the 
former. But hearing, a great Noife of the Mob, 
arid .the fnariing, barking, and fighting of fe- 
veral great Dogs 3 discarding my Delicacy, 
and turning down the next Street, I ran full 


fpeed-inte the firft Door I faw open, without 



the 


dure. 


Magnificence 


of the Stru- 


f - 

BEING got into the Security of the Houfe, 
as the Danger vanifh’d my Courage return’d 3 
yet panting, and out of Breath with the Fright, 
and Fatigue, I threw my felf.down at the 
Foot of the Stairs. ’Till being pretty well 
refreflfd, I Ventur’d up with the next Lady, 
that mounted full of the Impertinence of Fe¬ 
male Vifitants 3 having obferv’d three, or four 
go up before I concluded , that there was 
fome good Cheer towards 3 which was a 
Thought of fome Comfort to my hungry Appe¬ 
tite. For by the Abfence of the Provincial all 
that Day from the Convent, and the more 
agreeable Bhfinefs, which had wholly em¬ 
ploy’d the Thoughts, and the Perfon of my 
Female-Fryar Guardian, and the Fatigue of my 
little Journey through fach imminent Danger, 
and ffronger Fears, my Stomach was very 

empty, 
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its clamorous Demands, 


my Induftry to agpeafe 


MOUNTING up the-Stairs I foundLthe 

Apartments hung all in Black, which gave 
fome Mortification to my eager Appetite,, ho¬ 
ping but little Supply from this Houle of 
Tears, and Sorrow5 which Thought had pre¬ 
vail’d on me to have fought out frelh Quarters, 
had not the Fear? of encountering fuch terrible 
Adventures, as I had juft pafs’d with fo much 
Apprehenfion, determin’d me to wait for fome 
more lucky Event, Befides I began to refled, 
that thefe fable Ornaments might only be the 
decent Hypocrify of fome joyful Heir, for the 
Death of a Mifer of a Father, that had been 

the Check on his Pleafures, and the 
Bar to his Riot, that being now 
Mafter of his Wilhes in Wealth,* and Liberty, 
his Revels might prevent, and extinguilh the 
Funeral Sorrows. Or they might be the out- 
fide Formalities of fome happy Hufband for 
the Departure of his Wife: A Lofs, that ge¬ 
nerally brings no more Grief, than the firft 

carry 



Wine at her Obfeq 


down. For while Cuftom obliges him to pay 
a publick Grimace to his Wife’s Family, and 


II 


Memory, thej 
offer the Libations of the Bottel to his own Sa- 
tisfadion. At leaft, this is what I have ob- 
ferv’d through my long Perigrination in the 


Shape, which Bicmcha Pamfil 

A 3 


her 


* t 
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her Art to efcape the Cardinals Refentment, 
efpecially in the North-Weft Parts ©f Europe , 
as will be evident from die Sequel of my Tra¬ 
vels. 

O R perhaps, thought I, it may be fome joy¬ 
ful Widows Vizor to cover her Satisfaction for 
the Lofs of her Lord and Tyrant, call’d a 
Hulband, and fo all this is only the gloomy 
Shadow, under which (he with the more Eafe 
is Miftrefs of her Pleafure. For how eager fo- 

ever a Man, and Woman may be to come to¬ 
gether, they are ten Times as eager for the 
happy Moment of Separation 3 and the firft 
Traufports and Joys in one another’s Arms 
after the Sighs and Longings of a tedious Ad- 
drefs, are lefs, than the Raptures of finding ei¬ 
ther in the cold Arms of Death after the more 
tedious Servitude of Matrimony 3 for it is the 
unhappy Fate of human Kind always to purfue 
that with eager Impatience, which we fqpn 

cuit with Eafe and Satisfaction. 

1 


IN thefe, and the like Thoughts I follow’d 
two Ladies into the Sala Regia , or Chamber of 
Reception, which I found fet out in this follow¬ 
ing Manner. The Hangings, Sconces, Branches, 
Tables, Chairs and Couch were all as black as 

7 f _ 

a ftarlefs Night. At the End of the Room, and 
fartheft from the Glare of the magnificent Illu r 
minations of the Chamber, on a Sable Couch 
fate a Lady reclining on her Arm in a languid- 

in 
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ing Pofture, and often wiping, or feeming to 
wipe with her filowy Hand, and Handkerchief 
the imaginary Tears from her Eyes } while a 
thick duiky Veil fell over her Face,and obfcur’d 
the Beauty ofthofe Eyes, which when difcover’d 
fhone in that Firmament of Jet, like two bright 
Planetary Venuss in a blackWinter’sNight. In a 
Semi-Circle before this Couch,fate firft four Ma* 
tron-like Ladies of a reverend Appearance, next 
them the two young Ladies whom I had fol¬ 
low’d, one about twenty two, who had now a 
fecond Huiband, and another about twenty ne¬ 
ver yet marry’d,tho’ agreeable enough to invite. 

I PROMIS’D my felffrom a Company fo 
peculiar, on fo peculiar an Occafion as peculiar 
a Diverfion. Lay ing therefore my felf down in 
the midft of the Circle, and as near the difcon- 
folate Mourner, as I could, in Appearance I com¬ 
pos’d my felf to Repofe 5 but on the contrary, 
banilhing that Canine Difeafe I liften’d with all 
the human Curiofity of Jealpufy it felf. When 
a grave and reverend Matron, who fate next the 
Couch foon began to banifhSilence, which muft 
always be extreainly fhort-liv’d in theCompany 
of feven Women, and open’d in this Manner. 

c THO’ the higheft Good is to be defir’d by 

* all People, that think right} and by Confe- 
4 quence the Lofs of that Good in the Death of 

• a Friend fo near, and dear to us, as a Hulband, 

■ is to be deplor’d with Tears of SincerityYet 

A 4 ‘ certainly 
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4 certainly it is but a great Folly .to pufh this 
4 reafonable Grief beyond the Bounds of Reafon, 

4 and chiife to enjoy no Good at all, when it is 
4 not in our Power to poffefs the Highefl. Be- 
4 fides, my dear Lady, we too commonly injure 
4 the Memory, we pay our Lamentations to, by 
4 loading our fleeting Hours with the Unhappi- 
4 nefs of a too anxious Sorrow for him, who 
4 when a live would have dy’d to deliver us even 
4 from the very Imagination of it. 

‘MONSIGNOR Renate was, indeed, a 
4 very tender Hufband remitting much of that 
4 tyrannick Severity of Matrimony, which gene- 

4 rally renders it fo tedious, and difagreeable to 

4 ourSex 5 yet. Madam, you difappoint his Aim 
4 in adding the Advantage of fo confiderable a 
4 Fortune to fo much Beauty, if you wafte your 

* Days thus in Sorrow for a Lofs, which cannot 
4 be retriev’d by all the Tears you ftied, or thofe 
4 bootlefs Difquiets, which you vainly give your 
4 felf in the Spring of your Age, when Life af- 
4 fords the higheft Relifh of the Goods of For- 
4 time , and Nature. Do you imagine, that the 
4 Dead trouble themfelves with our Thoughts 
4 about them, which they know no more, than 
4 our Aftions. There is too great a Gulph be- 
4 twixt this Life, and the next,for any Commu- 

* nication to be held, pr any Spies to be main- 
4 tam’d, to give a Woman any Gaufe of con- 
4 {training her felf to Formalities, that are Ene- 

* mies to her Pleafures,and brighter Enjoyments. 

4 Woman 


S 


i 
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* Woman is made entirely for Pleasure, the foo- 

‘ lifh Pride of Man has excluded her from the 

% 

‘ Fatigue of Camps and Councils, confin’d her to 
4 the Alcove, and the Toy let, left, nothing for 
4 the Objed of her Thoughts but how to foften 
4 the tedious Time with Pleafure, and Satifa- 
4 dion. You fin therefore, my Dear, againft Na- 
4 ture, which bends with all its Force, to Indo- 
4 lence and Delight, and declines with its utmoft 
4 Caution all thofe Anxieties, which are Foes to 
4 that Repofe, and Eafe, which is fo neceflary to 
4 our Satisfaction. fclow is it poffible, that a 
4 Woman fhould feek Pain, and Ihun Pleafure ? 

4 Purfue not, therefore, a Grief, that if real is a 
4 fatal Enemy to your Youth, your Beauty, and 
4 your Wealth $ if falfe, an Hypocrify of very 

* little Ufe to your Reputation, or Enjoyments. 
4 ’Tis true,there are decent Forms to be obferv’d $ 
4 the World expeds them from us 5 and the 
4 Week after theHufband dies,Tears may appear 
4 graceful in the Eyes of a young Widow, be- 
4 caufe the Shortnefs of the Time allows' the 
4 Malicious to believe, that it is poffible, they 
4 may he real ^ but after fix Months Widow- 
4 hood to be. fo outragious a Mourner, ffiows at 
4 belt but an Impotence of Pafiion unworthy of 
4 good Senfe, or an Hypocrify carry’d fo far, 

4 as to be vifibie to all the World. 

♦ “ 

4 T AKE not my friendly Liberty, my dear 
4 Lady amifs, fince fpoken out of a fincere Zeal 

* for your Pleafure, and your Fame; for while 

4 we 
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e we endeavour to (train Nature beyond its. ge- 
6 nuine Extent, we often fall into Follies as 
‘ furprizing and unaccountable. As will appear * 

‘ from the Story of a Relation of my own, 

♦ 

IN the City of Nola liv’d a Knight of an an¬ 
cient Family, who having paft the greateft Part 
of his Time in a Angle Life 5 in the Dotage of 
his Years fell in Love with my Cor.nn Laoda- 
ima Pepefitmo , who as (be wanted all the Smiles 
of Fortune, was infinitely rich in all thofe of 
Nature, that can be found in the Beauty of the 
Body. Her Shape was admirable, her Stature 
tall, her Eyes fprightly ; her Hair of the pureft 
Gold hung waving in wanton Curls down to 
her Wafte ; a modeft Blulh heighten’d the 
Charms of her Face, while a pleafing Smile dis¬ 
cover’d within her Lips of. Coral two Rows of 
pearly Teeth, as even as white. Her Voice was 
like that of the Syrens, none could avoid the 
Rock of Love, that fuffer’d the harmonious Ac¬ 
cents to enter their Ears, Nor was fbe barren 
in Wit, and good Senfe ; there was Mufick in 
her Words, and the Mufes, and the Graces 
danc’d to the Motion of her Tongue’; for ihe 
never fpoke but the Melody was tqo tranfporr 
ting to let any Hearer be indifferent, 

THESE Perfections you may be affur’d drew 
many Admirers. But fuch are the bafe, and de¬ 
generate Principles of Man, that all the Charms 
of a Goddefs were too weak to make her a 
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Wife while Ihe wanted that golden Sho wer, that 
open’d the brazen Tower to Jupiter himfelf. 
So that had not the doting Years of the Cava- 
liero Imperials quite loft the fordid Cunning of 
Man, me had been in very great Danger of a 
Nunnery, or the Infamy of an old Maid. But 
he being too old to hope to gratify his Avarice 
by Marriage, was refolv’d at leaft to gratify his 
Pleafurej and being perfectly ravilh’d with her 
Beauties, to them furrender’d his Heart, and 
with that his Perfon, and Fortune. For marry¬ 
ing her, he fettled a confiderableEftate on her if 
fhe happen’d to outlive him, in his Life-Time 
commanding him, and his whole Fortune, 


BUT the Difparity betwixt his Defire, and 
Capacity was fo great, that in a little Time 
Laodamia became a rich young Widow. She 
prudently exprefs’d all the Fondnefs of Love 
for her old dying Hulband, watching with him 
whole Nights, nor leaving his Chamber all the 
Day, fnatching only now and then, in Obedi¬ 
ence to Nature, a mort Slumber in a Chair by 
his Bed-fide. Whether he was really fo dear 
to her, or not, or whether {he pay’d that con- 
ftant Attendance to prevent the Infinuations of 
thofe by her Prefence, whom her Abfence might 
have encourag’d to have leflen’d her Fortune for 
the Encreafe of their own, I will not pretend to 
determine. But her apparent Care, and Afli- 
duity won his Heart fo far, that what Provi¬ 
sion he had already made for her feem’d top 

little 




little for her Merits 5 and therefore made con- 
'fiderable Additions to her Settlement. 


THUS far her Concern was reafonable be- 
caufe it was politick,and produc’d that advanta¬ 
geous Effect, which foe only could propofe' as 
the Aim of her Ad ions : But her Conduft after, 
his Deceafe was fo lingular, and extravagant, 
that foe juitly merited the infamy, which foe 
fell into. 


THE Knight being now dead, foe pretended 
to fall into fo violent a Paflion, as could not be 
alfuag’d by all the Advice, and Comfort of 
Friends. She attempted to put an End to her 
Life, when Death had juft put it in her Power 
to participate of all the Enjoyments of Life. Be¬ 
ing difarmVl of all dangerous Weapons, foe 
threw her felf down by the dead Body of the 
0Id Man, and clafpinghim in her eager Arms, as 
if the Hypocrify could yet be of Ufe to her 
with him, or that from her warm Embraces foe 
could convey new Breath into him, or by her 
clamorous Griefs, recal that Soul, which was 
now fled out of the Reach of her Exclamations, 
and Power of her Charms. 


IT was with all the Force imaginable, that 

after one whole Night fpent ill this Manner, 

•foe was dragg’d from fo loathfom a Bed-fellow, 

pro telling in a moft frantick Manner, that foe 

would not outlive him 5 but would be interr’d 

* # 

m 
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Defires, and Source of her Happinefs 5 fince 
the World had nothing now left in it worthy 
of her Thoughts, or capable of making Life 
tollerable to her. 


BY the Authority of Parents fpirituai, and 
temporal $ the Perfmfions of Friends, and her 
own Weaknefs file was at laft compel I’d to ano¬ 
ther Bed, all in Tears, and rending the Air with 
Sighs,-Groans,and Complaints. But while they 
took Care to watch her, they remov’d the Corps 
of her Hufband to the Tomb of his Anceftors | 
and in a few Days the exceffive Rageof her Grief 
being fomewhat abated by. .a real illnefs, into 
which theover-a&ing her Part had now thrown 
her, by the Help of Phyficians, the Comforts 
of her Relations, and her own Conftitution file 
came to that Moderation in her Paffion, and 
Health in hdr Body, as to be able to leave her 
Bed. But ftiil kept up an ob ft mate State of Me¬ 
lancholy, and exprefs’d fo great an Averfion to 
all Mankind, that file turn’d away all her Male- 
Servants, and excluded her Females from ap¬ 
proaching her Apartment, but when call’d by 
her felf. 


IN this Condition file remain’d for above a 
Month, refilling all Vifits, and giving her felf 
up to Prayer, and Reading, when the Intervals 

of her Sorrow would afford her this Relief. 

* 


SHE 


* 
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SHE had a Maid call’d Flora , who was 
Daughter of a Catchpole of Naples, a Girl of 
fome Wit, and of as good an Education, as the 
Subftance of an old Aunt in Nola y could give 
her. The Condition of her Father was un¬ 
known in the Family, which made the eafier 
Way for her Favour with her Miftrefs, which 
in the Life-Time of the old Knight, fhe had in 
an eminent Manner. But prefuming on that, 
fhe had taken the Liberty to fpeak a little freely 
to her Lady againfl this Extremity of Melan¬ 
choly to which fhe had giyen her felf up ^ and 
provok’d her fo far by that Prefumption, as 
to make her forbid her Sight, and give her 
Warning to quit her Service in a Month. 

FLORA had a Brother, that was a Valet to 
an old Gentleman of a decay’d Fortune, who 
yet had the Vanity of keeping up the Figure of 
his Quality. This Valet’s Name \fras Tancredo 5 
he was very handfom in his Perfon, and had a 
Volubility of Tongue, and a natural, and ac¬ 
quir’d Impudence fufficient for any Underta¬ 
king, that depended meerly on that. 

/ 

FLORA reafonably imagin’d, that all this 

excedive Grief of her Lady was too affededly 
violent to be real, and well grounded 5 which 
made it poffible, that by a fubtil Device fhe 
might at once be reveng’d of her Miftrefs’s un- 
juft Anger, prefer her own Brother, and make 

her own Fortune. Laying therefore the De- 
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fign, as ftie and her Brother could contrive it* 
they in a few Nights thus put it in Pra&ice. 
Tancredo by his Sifter’s Help, and his own 

Stock furniffies himfelf with a handfom Suit 

■ 

of Officers Cloaths, and every Thing anfwera* 
ble to fo honourable a Poft. Flora having 
plac’d her felf at the Door lets him into the 
Houfe, and dir eels him to her Lady’s Apart¬ 
ment y when drawing his Sword, and artfully 
putting on the Concern of a Perfon purfu’d, and 
in immediate Danger of Life he enters, and 
leaves the Succefs to his Impudence, and the 
Lady’s Capricio. 

t 

LAO DA MIA Was then on her Couch with 
a Book in her Hand, and her Eyes thrown up 
to Heaven, as full of feeming Thought, as if the 
moft facred Contemplations had taken up her 
whole Mind. As foon, as Ihe faw a very hand¬ 
fom young Fellow approach her in that Man¬ 
ner, Ihe ftarted up, and feream’d out aloud 5 he 
. flew up to her, and calling himfelf at her Feet, 
begg’d her not to be • frighted at fo furprizing a 
View, and an Intrufion which Neceffity had 
forc’d him to commit. He implor’d but fo much 
Patience, as to hear his Condition, and then he 
would furrender himfelf up entirely to her Dif- 
pofal ^ and put his Life immediately in her 
Hands* He fpoke this with fuch an Emphafe 
of Fear and Concern, thajr he foon appeas’d her 
Rage, and Apprehenfion. She bid him therefore 
put up his Sword, take a Chair , and in a few 

Words 
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Words dear himfelf of that Impudence , he yet 
feemd .guilty of in thrujling himfelf not only into 
her Houfe, hit into the Chamber of Retirement 
of a Lady of her Quality , which unlefs he fuff* 
ciently made out the HeceJJity , that compell'd him 
merited no lefs , than the Death he pretended to 
fly from. . 

m 

HE immediate]/ put up his Sword, but, fhe 
feeing again fat down on the Couch, he conti¬ 
nu’d with one Knee fix’d to the Floor, and be¬ 
gan in this Manner. 

■ ■" ” * ■ ■■-■ — ■ 4 1, , iW t.i.M M— ... II m 

CHAP. II. 

p 

The Story of Tancredo, and .Olympia Mellini. 
TheSuccefs of his Stratagem in 

damia. 

N Q, Madam , faid he ., I yet appear too cri¬ 
minal to leave.this Pejlure.ofa Suppliant, 
let -me , hl/idam, .cmrumchym > of my Innocence -by 
a Relation of my Misfortunes before I prefume to 
lookup to thofe Eyes ., which like Lightning darted 
from the ang ry Race -of Heaven] have , already .al¬ 
ma fl flfuck me dead. However Ihope^when you 
have heard my Story , .Madam,, .as you have the 
rnoft Beauty, of your, Sex^ foyou.will have the mo(l 
■ Generofity and Compajjion^and not .throw me out 
a hunted ViBim to 1.Mnrthergrs ,• butdjfo.rd your 
■Protection : to am unfortunate Gentleman, -aStran- 

ger 
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ger to this City, and whofe- Mirth, and Qu, 
may challenge fome little Regard 


\ ♦ c 


• -4 


* * 


• « I 
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KNOW then, divine Lady, that 1 am by 
Birth a Roman, of the illuftrious Family.of the 
Marquis of Rufpogli, who is iny;> Father, tho* 
too cruel, and barbarous to merit fo tender a 
Name. There has been for fome Generations 

» > % f % 

an hereditary Hatred betwixt ours', and the 
Family of Mellini, which has often been ex¬ 
tended to fuch Inhumanities, as I am afham’d 
to repeat, even in Refpeft to that Father, who 
Ho longer looks on me, as a Son, hut as the 
moft odious of Enemies, fee-king by the Hands 
of Bravo’s, the Life he gave me^ beeaufe Love 

had extinguilh’d that barbarous Thirft of Re¬ 
venge, which had already been too fatal to our 

Family. 

• t ‘ ' ; 

/ - - - ~ 

O L TMPIA M.elliiii was the moft charming 
of the Sex, that I ever fa w ’till this 

that Fortune has thrown me at your 
was my Chance at Church one Day * ignorant 
of her Perfon and her Beauties, to kneel next 
to her, and making fome gay and gallant Ad- 
drelfes to her I was a little furpriz’d at the ’Wit* 
and Sweetnefs of her Repartees. 

I, EVER, condemndthofeVViis,Madam'till 
now ffaid I) for tho they may fometimes fro- 
■voke our Curiofity to a ■Difapfointment, yet they 
infallibly very often fecure. the Heart from Beau- 
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ty, that might elfe be too dangerous to our Repofe. 
So that I cannot but thank my Stars, Madam, for 
faving tty Heart, at the Expence of try Curiofity. 
I am afraid (return’d the (Lady) the Exchange 
■is not fo. advantageous , as you may feem to be - 
lieve 3 for i am confident it is with you , as with 
mo ft of your Sex, who owe more Fatigue to their 
Curiofity, than Love. — As file faid the Words,, 
file took Occafion to throw fo much of her 
Veil afide, as to difcover a Face, andBofom, 
that might vanquifti an Anchorite. 

S 

I MADE her fen Able of her Conqueft, and 

prefs’d her to a Continuance of our Commerce, 

but was Thunder-ftruck to hear the Name of 

• • 

Mellini. I either had not in' my Heart any of 
that unreafonable Hatred, that old Piques had 
fo long maintain’d, or elfe her Eyes in. a Mo¬ 
ment banifh’d even the very Memory of it. I 
durftnot tell her my Name, for Fear, I had not 
had fo good an Advocate in her Mind as file, I 
found, had in mine 3 and therefore afl tim’d the 
Title of Count Capizzuehi my School-fellow, 
fo extremely like me in Perfon, Voice, Mien, 
and Humour, that we had often paft for each 
other. I manag’d this Affair with that Sticcefs, 
that I foon found my felf,as milch Matter of her 
Inclinations, as fhe was of mine 3 ’till the Com¬ 
merce was become fo tender, that it was impoF 
fible to part us, without our mutualDeftrudiom 
It was now come to this, that there was a Ne- 
€efity of confefling my Family, but with this 

Affuranee* 



• * 


Alfurattce, that I would never leave my Father 
’till I had obtain’d his Confent $ hoping, that 4? 
our. Love began in the Church, it was the Gift 
of Providence by our Union to cement our two 
Houfes in a necelfary Agreement* in putting an 
End to thofe Jars, which had already been fo 
bloody to both. Tho’ her Surprize was great, 
yet her Paflion was greater 5 and fhe gave her 
Promife immediately to attack the Content.of 
her Father, thro’ the Tendernefs of her Mo* 

.1 ^ * 

ther’s Affe&ion for an only Daughter. . 


<i * 


I HAD always been moft tenderly belov’d 
fey my Father ’till the very Day, that I ventur’d 
to make the fatal Difcovery $ which-I did with, 
all the Preparation, and Art, I was capable of 
ufing in a Point, on which both my Happinefs, 
and Life had a certain Dependance. And ha¬ 
ving got his Affurance, that there was nothing 
in his Power, that he would not do to .fix* my 
Safety a,nd Satisfaction, I told him the Story of 
my Love* and the Family of my Miftrefs.A But 
Madam, it is impoflible to paint the Rage* that 
. immediately poflefs’d him at the Mention of her 
. Name. He call’d me rebellious, ingrat.efuL, foo- 
lifli, difhonourable Boy, and every odious Ex- 
preffion, that could make evident the invincible 
.Hatred, which he bore to the Mellinu ; : He 


prenion, tnac couia maKe eviaenc me nmncrute 

. JL W s 

Hatred, which he bore to the Mellinu : He 
charg’d me on his Blefiing, nay under the heavy 
Penalty of his Curfe never to tee,converfe with, 
fior think of Olympia more 5 and then perhaps 
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he might forgive, and if poffible forget mymon- 
ftrous Tranfgreffion. 

'BUT I was in Love , which banifh’d Pru¬ 
dence from my Conduct, and put me on an ob- 
ftinate Vindication of my Paflion, the Merits of 
the Lady, and the Imponibility of my ceafing 

to love her. I v.rgd the Lnreafonablenefs , and 
want of Chrifnanity in fucb implacable Hatreds 5 
that Providence thus feemd to have mark'd out a 
Way to a happy Reconciliation of Wo Families of 
fucb Lots and Dignity in Rome, which united 
would r.oi only put an End to bloody Mart hers, but 
gain an Authority much Jlranger and more power¬ 
ful by fo politick a Union, 


BUT this was to add Fcwel to the Flame, 
to caft Oil and Sulphur into theFire. He ftruck 
me, and forbid me his Prefence, but order'd me 
to be confin'd for feme Days to my Chamber, 
'till he heard of the Enclofure of Donna Olympia 
Mellmi. For her Mother had no fooner, by her 
Importunity, mov'd her Father in the Cafe, but 
he difcover'd no lefs Fur]-, and Aver (ion to the 
Match, than my Father had done. But enqui¬ 
ring farther into the Matter, with fome Add refs, 
and diifembled Calm, he found what Prog-refs, I 
had made in her Heart, and therefore immedi¬ 
ately fent her away, without allowing her the 
leaft Opportunity of fending me any Notice of 
her defperate Condition, to a Nunnery in Flo¬ 
rence y where a Sifter of hers was Abbefs. 
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ALL I$ould learn when I was enlarg’d by 
my Father, was only,that (he was fent away,but 
could not find out whither. It coft me much In- 
duftry, and a great deal of Money to make the 
Difcovery ^ which yet only added to my Mife- 
ry by the Knowledge of the Place of her Prifon, 
and the Perfon of her Jailor. . ' ' 


f WILL not, Madam, repeat to you the 
perpetual Throws, and Pangs pf my Soul, for 
the irrecoverable Lofs of the Perfon, that only 
could make Life fupportable. Defpair threw 
me into a dangerous Feaver, in which I had not 
the Comforts of a Father’s Smiles, as never once 
coming near me during all my Sicknefs, being 
but too fenfible of the hateful Caufe of the Ma¬ 
lady. But my Fate, that.referv’d me.to grearer 
Misfortunes, gave me Strength to vanquilh this 
Diforder of my Blood: And the fanguine Com¬ 
plexion of my Temper ftill furnilhing freih 
Hopes from my Induftry, and Paflion,I thought 
nothing was impohible for me to effeft for fo 
glorious a Reward, as Olympia Mellini. 


I GREW better every Day, and being now 
perfectly recover’d, I made it my Bufinefs.to get 
what Jewels, and Money, I could, and to’.difpofe 
of it in fuch Places, as might enable me belt to 
employ it for my Olympias Efcape. 

gns from her 
Addrefles to 
’another* 


THE better to conceal my De 

Father and mine, 1 made publick 
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another, tho’ by her Confent, fh# being my 


took 


Care to have it as much as pofiible nois’d about 
|he Gijty, fo Olympias Father took Care to in¬ 
form hispaughter of it in all the aggravating 
Terms imaginable. 'This by Degrees leffen’d 
my Father’s Refentment,' and open'd his Purfe: 
Having befides ftrain’d my Credit to the utmoft, 
Iyras iiaiv fumifh’d with fufficient Provifioii tci 
makfe’usdive happily.in an'unknown Condition 
in a foreign Country. The Lady (by Confent) 
feeming : now to rejeft my Suit, I obtain’d Leave 
of my Father to go to Venice to an Uncle of Iny 

4 v, ^- • r** Q . / ^ . ' , • J 

Mothers; from whom I'had no fmall Expecta¬ 
tions of Intereft, and wjith whom I pretended I 
fiiould tvith the more Eafe wear off a Paflion, 
that thisTaft Lady had rais’4 in my Breaft. 


■ * 


i • • l 


f r - - ' •' 


UN DE R this Pretence I fet out of Ro?ne, 
and went two Day's Tourney in the direct Road 

• * 1 ^ ^ , i *. J 0 4 ’% • - ’ , * 


to 




was a Fryar, that had been 


fiiy SchoOl-Fellow, iyho partly for ok} Acquain¬ 
tance,and partly in Hopes to make me hisFriend 
hereafter, and partly for the fake of a confidera - 
ble prefent Bribe ; furnifti’d m.e not only with 
a Habit of the Order, but Letters off Recoin- 
mendation to the Father-Confeffor to this Nun¬ 
nery of poor Clare/, and to the Convent of 
Fryarsin Florence-/ 1 - - . 


BY this Mems’ in a : little Time I got to 

the’Sight of Olympia, and convey’d into her 

Hands 
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Hands a full Account of all, that I-had done 
and fuffer’d fince our Separation 5 not omit¬ 
ting my Pageant Amour the better to conceal 
my Defigns 5 begging her if flie wouldh&ve me - 
fupport my Life a few Days longer, td' give'me' 
Afliirance of flying away with me io Legh'urn, 
where we would take Shipping to fomeother 
Country more favourable to pur Amour; ,:v 


» 9 


1 / ‘ # 


, * 


HAVING remov’d all ; her Doubts*, the 
Time Was agreed on, the Ladders -provided, 
and lhe got into the Garden in order to make 
her Efcape. By the Help of my Friends I con¬ 
vey’d her over the Walls to a private Houle in 
that City 5 where lhe chadg ? d her Habity and 
I mine $ and drefiing her like a youfig' Bene- 
di&'ine Novice, and my felf like a Mbnky ; we 
got on Horfe-back, and riding all -' Night-We 
made fuch Difpatch, that we arriv’d fafe ancjl 
undifcover’dat Leghorn. '" ^' 


• . - * 


♦ .• 


■w -r r*. r- 


A SERVANT, I hadintr uftedjhad.provi¬ 
ded me a Retreat, jg here we retir’d to the molt 


fecret Part of the Mule, and chang’d once more 
our Habits, - (he to a young Cavalier, and I to 
that of a ; Merchant i but neither of us ventur’d 
Abroad, but did all our Bufinefs by our Land¬ 
lord, and my trufty Servant, as the getting of 

Shipping, and Provifions with the utmoft 

Difpatch. 

▼ 

/ ? ■ 

l f 

IN the mean Time having gotten this Op- 
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runity of being alone, mutual Love taught us to 
employ it in all the innocent Endearments, that 
fo much Pafiion could, infpire. We immediate¬ 
ly contracted our felves, as firmly as we could 
without a Prieft: which made Way for thofe 
Freedoms, which could net be expected with¬ 
out fuck Securitv. But the little Liberties fhe 

J ^ , 

allow’d me, only ferv’d to raife my Defires of 
greater, which in Spight of her Reluctance, fe- 
cufe offuch an Advocate within her, as her 
Heart, I forc’d from her, repeating my Afiu- 
rances of confirming our mutual Happinefs by 
the Forms of the Church, on the firft Opportu¬ 


nity. Yet I could br no Means obtain the laft 
Favour -till all was accomplilh’d, which by the 
Help of our.Holt we did the next Day, by the 
bribing an old Prieft to adminifter the Sacra¬ 
ment-in our Chamber. 


■TIS impofiible,Madam, to relate.to you thp. 
Exrafies of that Night If vou did ever love. 

O j 3 

Madam-, if you have, Madam, ever been happy 
in the Object beloy’d.you may eafily guefs what; 
mav fiew from the Union cmPSouIs, as well as 

J m ' 

Bodies. But alas! this Happinefs was too ex- 


I 1 


tream to laft! She was foon mifs’d at‘the Nun- 

* 

nerv, and publick Proclamation obtain’d for fe- 

curing her where-ever found, and Rewards for 
the Difccvery fufficient to bribe a mercenary 

was fo perfect a Defcription of 
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iter Perk.-r; made, that it was impoflibie not to 

our treacherous Landlord pre- 
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tending 
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tending Piety to Religion, as if I had ftolien a 
Nun from her Convent, betray’d ns. Under 
Pretence, that the Ship was not ready he got 
Time to difpatch an Account of his. Sufpicion, 
that we were the Perfons defign d in the Procla¬ 
mation. My Man d Hoover'd the Treachery but 
the Moment,they were putting it in Execution. 
He had only Time to run up Stairs, and let us 
know, that the Houfe was furrounded, and that 
our Hoft was the villainous Informer, and led 
the Officers up to feize upon us both.- She 
begg’d me to try to make my Efcape without 
her, but with all the kind Indignation To much: 
Love could infpire I drew my Sword, and 
vow'd, I would looner lofe ten thoufand Lives, 
than Safely leave her to her Purfuers ■ and lofe- 
the dear Reward of all my Pains, and Labours. 
For if I mufl lofe her. Death, would be the wel¬ 
come Cure of all my Woe ^ but if I could bear her 
off Fortune might be ?nore kind, than hitherto we. 
had found her. My faithful Servant fell by me 
in defence of his unfortunate Mafler, and I be¬ 
ing now wholly furrounded, and faint with the 
Lofs 6f Blood from fo many Wounds, .they ea- 
fily diiarm’d me, and raviffi’d from my Arms all 
my Wifhes, all my Hopes, my poor, weeping, 

complaining Olympia , calling.to me for Help, 

but calling in vain, being my felf captive, and 
weak 5 her Eyes ffie rivetted on me, as long as 
(he could fee me 3 and from them feem’d to fend 
her parting Soul full of charming Grief, De¬ 
sire, and Defpair. Ah, Madam ! your tender 

Soul 


d 
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Soul may better imagine, . than I exprefs the 
Darts, that pierc’d; the Throws that tore our 
miferable Bofoms on fo terrible a Parting of a 
Pair fo vaftly, and fo violently loving, and fo 
lately united! But, Madam, I forget my felf, I 
forget where I am, and my own unhappy Con?- 
dition^ jTwill not therefore detain you fo long 
in my Story,as to dwell on every Circumftance. 


BdoklV. 
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THO/my Wounds; weredefperate, yet hal¬ 
ving them drefs’d I got into a Litter, and made 
what Speed I could after my Wife to Florence $ 
by my Acquaintance with a Lord in that Court 
r got my Cafe reprefen ted. to theGrand Duke, 
inform’d .him of our Marriage, and defir’d his 

Protection, . : 


-w « 
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HE frec’d me, ^indeed, from that GUard, : 
which was fet on me on my. Arrival, and gave 
me fome Hopes of his powerful Mediation. AT 
fiv fome .Attendance,., and my Wounds being 
now pretty well ,1 eafily difcover’d the Delays, 
and double Anfwers: of; that Court, and foon 
perceiv’d, that I was only a. Prifoner at large, 
and deftin’d a Victim tomy! Father’s Anger oh 
his Order, as I found OfyjHpia had heen ^ who 
was fent t6 RomFvom tht Monaftery. the very 
Night, foe was brought; back,; full of piercing 

Complaints,; fainting* ^and alfnoft dying with 
Love, Defire, and Defpair. 


* r 


I HAD the good.For time to make a Friends 

%* 



111 ip, with a young Florentine of the Gourt^ 
who gave me Informat ion of the Defigri agaftift 


me. I took immediate Care of all my. BRtef 
Jewels, and Money*• and refolv’d not to fall 
too fuddenly into my Fathers Hands, arid 
thought! t my fepureft Way to make my Efcape 
even to Rome it felf. I got to. that City in the 
Night, and undifcoverld reach’d the Houfe ; of a 
near Relation, who lov’d me fri a particular 

Mariner, there to conceal my felf /till my Fa¬ 
ther was pacify’d ] arid ’till .1'had made fome 
Enquiry about the Fateof my dear eft Olympia 
My Coufin inform’d me, that ;my. Father had 
vow’d iny Deftruftiony arid that both he, ap 4 
•MeHinihsA in Spigfit of Itheir Enmity agreed : ii$ 

this, both having difpatch’d Bravo’s to Momte, 

to raurther me. ■■But I had: greater Troubles* 
than any perfpnal Fears could fuggefty hearing 
from my Relation, that the: charnring. 0 Ijmp ?<? 
was dead of a Reaver caus'd by: our miferable 
Separation 5 but this was only given, out to con T 
ceak the true Caufeof her Death, Poifon, as ft 


• ' * 


was re 


pfer ofiier FatHen ; , % '/V 
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F ORGIVE, Madam, thefe T ears, a Review 
of fuch Misfortunes; compel from my, Eyes ^ it 

is impoflible. Madam, to refleft on frich Misfor¬ 
tunes, . without fuch Pangs,. as. cannot he irame r 
diately fupprefs’d.—At which Words he feem’d 
quite vanqiiifh’d with Grief 5 the Fears, like an 
Inundation pour’d down his Cheeks, and a 



Bock i 


Storm of Sighs f 

thoufand Pieces. 

* 

he thus proceede 
Manner in my i 
Converfation of 


t ^ 


- After a little Paufe, 
on find mv felf in this 
; Houfe, fecluded the 


Converfation of Mankind with great Eafe, 
as not defiring to behold the Face of Man 
or Woman, fince the Cruelty - of Parents had 
robb : d me of the nioft charming of Wives, and 
made that Life, they had without my Confent 


beffow’d upon me, a Curie. One Year, paft on, 
and no Mitigation of my. Fathers Wrath $ nay 
it was fo inveterate, that he grew averfe even 
to my Coufin for fpeaking in my Behalf 5 and 
from feme Words he had' let fall ghefs’d, that 
I lay conceal’d in his Houfe, which was foon 
after every Night befet with Bravo’s. ’Till 

_ « * 1.A 1 » A « <■ A 


of thefeWnimofiries 


jog tome Mittake might intercept firm, with 
my Fate, advis’d me to travel, to fee if Time 

would wear out the Refentment in a: Father of 

9 

the Offence of a Son in his firft Youth!v This 
bei ug agreed on, ere the Morning’s Dawn he 

■gets me'out of Rome ^ whence with: all the 
Speed I was able to make I directed myoCourfe 
to Gaetti, and thence by Sea to the Bafilkate • 
whence I traveled by Land to ’the extreameft 

Parr of It ah, and changing my Name I liv’d in 

a melancholy obfcureCorner of the World from 
the Knowledge of all the activePart of Mankind. 

‘ ♦ i 

9 

WHEN I had liv’d there fome Time, Olym- 
■p)s one Night in a Dream, fee in’d t&-appear to 

m s 
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me fliining all round with full Beams of Glo¬ 
ry 5 and charg’d me by our mutual Pa (lion to 
think of her no more with Anxiety $ but to re* 


fume my ancient Gaiety , hope for better For¬ 
tune, and travel nearer Home. The Dream 


was fo lively, that I could not but think of it 
long, as I lay awake, and that thinking fo in¬ 
tently upon it, made the fame dear Image re¬ 
turn when again I fell into a Slumber: And 
being now perfuaded,that it was no lefs, than a 
heavenly Vilion,having offer’d up my Prayers to 
my dead Saint, I began to think of putting her 


Commands in Execution. From this Time I fre 


quented the publick Places, the Corf os of the 
adjoining Cities, the Reforts of the Fair to the 
Churches • but never met with any Thing ca¬ 
pable of touching my Heart, or my Curiohty. 


TIR’D of this inlipid Life, I refolv’d in 
Confidence of my Vifion to return to Rome. Be* 
ing, in my Journey, arriv’d in this City, I made 
fome Stay to combat with frefh Doubts, which 
arofe in my Mind. For the nearer Approaches 
I made to my Father, the more Dread I found 
of his implacable Refentment. Confidering 
Matters therefore with a little more Caution, I 
determin’d firft to write to him from hence,' 
with an Humble Acknowledgment of my youth¬ 
ful Errors, and an Affurance of my Sorrow for 
them, and earneft Defire, that he would revive 
fome Part of that paternal Love for me, which 

I had enjoy’d before my Tranfgreffion, and that 

he' 
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he would gives me Leave to return, by mySub- 

Obediencev and Penitence to reftore 



• V 


.the ?eit. ; 


v / 


S •» 
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... I RECEIV’D no Anfwer to my Letter be¬ 
fore this .Night at the Points of the Bravo’s 

jSwords. For returning this Evening from a Vi- 
fitto a Friend.(not being-defirous to be feen 


nuch in the Day) a Piftol was let fly at me, 



with thefe YVords — Tour Father fends you this 

,Token of his Love. The Darknefs of the Night, 
or the Fear of the Bravo deliver’d me from the 

. ' -» . i 

Bullet. I drew my Swor^and having for 
Lome Time defended my felf againft them, and 
.finding them prefs harder upon me; I chofe ra¬ 
ther to truft to rny Heels, than fingly to my 
Sword againft a Multitude^ and perceiving- 
your Ladylhip’s Door open, I ventur’d to flip 
in and clap it to. 
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The Continuation of the Affair o/TTancredo, and 

~ Laodamia.- 
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to put a fpeedy End to greater Miferiesjhan any 

I have hitherto experienc'd. But % Madawjr* 

you will take a middle and more merciful 'Gffiffiljjfiz 
than to let me fall by the Hands of Bravo’s, fakf 
this Sword , and pierce this Bofom with the ffinefl 
Hand in the World. But if your Hand refufe 

an Office fo bloody , let that Tongue , that Jhould 
pronounce nothing but Mercy , declare my Doom, 
or even thefe Eyes , made to infpire Love into 
the mofi frozen, look the fatal Sentence on him, 
that has already,been a double Martyr to Love 5 
deferted by Heaven, perfecuted by Man, and all 
this only for loving too faithfully, and welL If 
fuch a Venus as you, Madam , can look fuch a 
Death to a Lover, behold I'm ready to put it in 

Execution. 


OPENING his Bofora at the fame Timer* 

and clapping the Point of his Sword to it, he 
fix’d his Eyes on hers 5 where he found no fuch 
fevere Decrees, but Love fate: balking in her 
Eyes, and fpread a confcious Blulh all over he* 
Face. Her Looks were rivited upon him from 

the Beginning of his Story s, which Ihe Mend 
to with all the Pleafure, Attention, and Con¬ 
cern in the World 5 in Ihor.t, Ihe was fo whol¬ 
ly loft in her Conlideration of his Perfon,, and 
Speech, that Ihe fcarce knew what Ihe did 5- at 
laft, in a murmuring. Whifper, as I may • call 
it, Ihe foftly pronounc’d — I forgive, you, put 
Up your Sword, and fit down on the Couch. The 

fuddenjoy, and the unexpected Succefs made 

him 


! 


him with a Start pierce his Brea ft a very little, 
|ft|Sret.enough to make feme Drops of Blood 


down his fnowy Bofom 5 flying from 
tfefCouch fhe claps her Handkerchief ready to 
faint away on the. Place, to the diminutive 
Wound,and cry’d out in thefe Words— What do 
you wan to kiUme for thy Indulgence .<?. Warm’d 
by the Touch of the fineft Hand in the World, 
the Solitude of the Place, her yielding Condi¬ 
tion, and his own Youth and Aflurance, he 
prefs’d the good Fortune, that*feem’d to offer 
him a.Felicityj which nothing-but his Impu¬ 
dence Could exped. 

x ■ « 

ZEALOUSLY avowing his Pafliori , 
fwearing eternal Fidelity, mixing Flattery, and 
Love, and adding a little grateful Force,, he 
inade the Mourning Couch the Scene of His 
Happinefs, and Joy : In which he had the 
Art fo far to engage her Affe&fon, that ihe 
Would not fuffer him to ftir, not fearing any 
Interruption, becaufe by her Order none durft 
approach her Apartment ’till call’d for. She 
therefore put him to Bed with her own Hands, 
fummon’d the Servants to their Repofe, and 
then retir’d to her Gallant, in wHofe Arms fhe 
paft the Night in Pleafure, and Tranlportsj 
which flie had never known before 5 which en¬ 
gag'd her in a Refolution to marry hiiti the 
hext .Day; 


r v. 1 
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FLORA in the mean while was not# life 


'd with the Succefs of her Pro] 






Difcovery by 


Beginning 


merit of the Parties. Her Satisfa&ion was tOo' 
great to fuffer her to conceal her Triumph from 
the Maid, that was now her Mift refs’s Favou¬ 
rite, to whom Ihe related the whole Story 3 ad¬ 
ding, that Ihe did not noW in j the leaft doubt of 
her being reinftated in her Lady ’s good Graces, 
in Reward ofher having found Out fo agreeable 
a Way of diverting that exceflive Melancholy, 
•which elfe : inuft have bury’d‘ her alive. -' 


1 • . 
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THE'Morning came, the-Favourite Maid 
was call’d up Stairs, and'order’d to go imme- 
diately, and buy a Wedding-Ring, and defire the 
Prefence of the Parfon of the Parilh in order to 

A % 

marry her that very Day. The Maid concern’d 
for her Miftrefs’s Misfortune frankly inform’d 
her of all, that Flora had told her about her 

* • ? - 1 t__ . / • ■ 


aridtheforeg 


hfs Adventure 


and that Ihe thought her felf-fn Duty bound 
not to conceal any Thing from her, in which 
her Happinefs Was fo very much concern’d. 
Laodamia , difcovering not the leaft Surprize, 
faid. Flora is a difcreet Girl, fend her up to me, 
and wait you below *till I have farther Qccafion 
of your Service, or Advice. Flora coming up, 
her Lady order’d her to do the fame Bufinefs, 
fhe had firft defign’d for the other, which Flo- 

C ra 
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ra difpatch’d with no little Joy, and Expedi- 


LA 0 DA MIA returns.to her Gallant now 
dreCiing himfelf to the beft Advantage, and pro- 

mifing himfelf that good Fortune, his former 
SuccefTes had affur d him* and fuffering a falfe 
Frown to ufurp her Faee a Moment, accus’d 
him of the hnpbfture. Impudence, that had 
thus far befriended him, he thought his fureft 
Retreat on this unexpected Attack 5 and there¬ 
fore, very freely owns the Charge, and inge- 
nioufly confeffes himfelf Tancredo, the Brother 
of Flora ,and Valet to an old decay’d Gentle¬ 
man. This , it is true (faid he) Madam* is my 
real Condition 5 but this bold Attempt of: my ge¬ 
nerous Ambition is an Argument, that my For¬ 
tune, and my Soul are\ ill match'd .; And in my 
Opinion, Madam,. .it mould have been much lefs 
Glory for, you to have marry, d the. Son of the 
Marquis 0/Rufpogli, than the humble. Tancredo. 
In the firft you might have been thought to have 

/ ’ r O - O' • * 

yielded to his Title , and the magnificent: Expecta¬ 
tions of his Fortune1, in the later, you will be 


thought only to have faerified to the noble Senti¬ 
ments <?/Love. In the former you would,be, but the 
Creature 5 in the later the Creator 5 and as 
much, as the Creator excels the Creature, fo 
much will your marrying me, excel your Marri - 


of the Marquis of Rufp 


purft 


former Refolve of confirming my Happinefs 


by the holy Tie of Matrimony 


Condition , 




Condition, you will exer.cifs a Sort of, Divinity, 
by raifing; like Fortune, by your own Fewer 
whom you pleafe 5 or rather correcting the Error 
of Fortune, by a fnperiour Power raifihg him, 
whom fie had thrown down to the Bottom. She 
often makes a Prince of a Peafant, and humbles 
the haughty Monarch from his Throne to the Le¬ 
vel of the mofi contemptible, of his Subjects ; but 
fill with a blind Conduct never regardmg the 
Deferts, or Demerits of her Creature 5 •while 
your fine Judgment can difimguifi whether I am 
a fit Object of your Favour 5 and in that, 
Madam, you will excel that hoodwink'd Difpo - 
fer of human Affairs. Since , by a happy Stra¬ 
tagem ., which your Eyes, not my Sifter, infpir'd, 
I have got PoffeJJion of all your wonderful 
Charms, it is more for your Honour to confirm 
that Happinefs by Choice , than to expofe your 
felf to Cenfure, by recalling the Favour you 
have with fucb Careffes ajfur d me of. Ton are 
Miftrefs, Madam, ofyour felf, and your Eft ate, 
and ought therefore, to chufe by your own Eyes , 
and not. thofe of Relations., who have ^always 
more Regard to fame private Defign of their 

own, than to the Happinefs of thofe, they ad - 

vife. The Difference, Madam, between Man, 
and Man, which fome falfely place in the De¬ 
grees of Quality, ana Favours of Fortune, is 
there only imaginary, but real in the Perfon 5 
Nature's Favourites , are very feldom thofe of 
Fortune, ’till Eyes , fo judicious, as yours help 


the blind Goddefs to determine, more jujtly. 


C 2 


However, 


Htavever, divine Charmer, if you are in the 
leaf uneajy at what has pafs'd , my Sword is 
fill ready to execute your Commands , for / 
defire to live no longer , than I am pleafmg in 
your Eyes. 

WITH thefe Words he drew his Sword, 
and as he was going to offer it to his Bofom, 
fhe lav'd hold of his Arm, and with a Kifs 
affur’a him, that her Love was of his Perfon, 
not his fuppos’d Dignity 5 and that fince fhe 
pleas’d her felf in the Choice, lhe did not 
Jknow whom elfe fhe had to confult 5 that thofe 
who lik’d it not might forbear their Vilits, 
and fhe would eafily attone for their Lofs in 
his Arms, for fince Love had given her that 
Fortune,in Juftice fhe thought herfelf oblig’d to 
return it to Love: To which End fhe had fent 
his Sifter for a Parfon, notwithftanding the 
Difcovery fhe had imprudently made to her 
Fellow-Servant; and that in the mean while 
fhe had only a Mind to hear what he had to 
fay for himfelf, in which he had acquitted him- 
felf with fo fine an Addrefs, that fhe was fuf- 
ficiently confirm’d in her Refolution. 

- t 
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IN fhort, Madam, fhe was fo weak, as to 

marry him, and make him Mafter of her felf, 
and her Fortune ; tho’ fhe might have retain’d 

him as her Servant, and menial Inftrument of 
her Pleafure to difcard, or difpatch as fhe 

thought fit. This Match made her the Sub- 
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jed of Lampoons for a Quarter of a Year, 
having been a fatal Example of an uncommon 
Change, the Excefs of one-Pafiion thus end¬ 
ing in the Excefs of another. Flora was now 
made her Companion, and preferr’d to a repu¬ 
table Hufband as the Reward of her Treachery, 
and Revenge. 



CHAP. IV. 



H ERE the loquacious old Gentlewoman 

return’d to a momentany Silence, to 
hear how the Company approv’d her Relation. 
The Lady of the Houfefmil’d at her Imperti¬ 
nence, and the reft of the Company’ defcanted 
upon it, and the Cenfures on Laodamia were 
various, as the Temper of the Speaker inclin’d 
her 3 but all but the young Widow agreed in 

Severity, and ill Nature. 

£ ■ 


HAD 
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- ‘HAD it been a Gentleman (faid the young 
4 Maiden-Lady with whom I came up ) the 
6 Folly had been the lefs; but to be loft on a 
c Varlet, the. Son of a Catchpole, is a Fate fo 
4 very odious, and mortifying, that I could not 
4 in Confcience wilh a worfe to my Enemy. A 
6 Gentleman (interrupted another with a fcorn- 
4 fill Laugh) prithee, my Dear, what is a 
4 Gentleman above a Plough-man, unlefs he be 
4 rich. Without Wealth his Gentility is but 
4 a Burthen, throwing him out of all the certain 
4 Roads to Plenty, and Profperity. No, had 

4 Laodatfiia marry’d but a Man of Wealth, the 
4 Matter had not been much what his Father 
1 had been. What Advantage has a Gentleman, 
4 that Money can’t purchafe ? Will Gentility 
4 make a Man great at Court ? agreeable to the 

* Ladies ? courted by the Clergy ? efteem’d by 
4 the People ? blefs’d by the Poor ? and carefs’d 
4 by the Rich ? Yet Money can do all this with* 

4 out Gentility, Money fhall give a Farmer’s 
4 Son a Pafs through the Corps du Guard to the 

* very Prefence, nay Cabinet of Princes $ draw 
4 the Eyes, Bows, and Cringes of Statefmen, 
4 and theft Dependants the Honour-Brokers 5 
4 while every fupercilious Blockhead fhall lay 
4 by his raagifterial Pride, and pay him the fer- 
~ vile Fawn, fqueeze him in ft clofe Carefs, 
4 while your Gentleman with his tatter’d Coat 
4 out at Elbows lhali be flopp'd pt the Porter’s 
4 Lodge, and be even a Scandal to the Foot- 

4 men in Spight of his Gentility, What you ’4 
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4 tell the Courtier your Coufin (whin you are 
‘ in Poverty) that you are a Gentleman of an 

* ancient Family, and fqueeze a Promife from 
‘ him, which he never defigns to perform, meer- 

* ly to fhake off thy fcandalousCompany 3 while 
‘ my Money fhall make him fpeak Truth to me 5 
‘ tell me Truth, do’ft mind me > make a Cour- 

* tier fpeak Truth. A pretty Pretence, when a 

* young, lazy, fperid-thrift Fellow’s out at Heels 

4 and half ftarv’d, to a Bevy of young, brifk, 

* buxom Ladies, to fay, Ladies, lam a Gentle - 
4 man, when they had rather be furpriz’d ill a 
4 familiar Dialogue with their Footman, as the 
4 lefs fcandalous Companion. I prithee, my 
4 Dear, tell me no more of Gentility 5 : it is the 
4 lazy Pretence of Sloth, and Idlefiefs r.j the eom- 
4 nton Refuge of Beggars, and Pick-pockets 3 
4 Thieves, Bawds, Pimps, Whores, and Bravos, 
4 Sharpers, and the reft of the Vermin of Man- 
4 kind 5 give me a Boor’s Son, with an Eftate, 
4 before a Lord’s Soil without one. 

4 BUT a Gentleman (reply’d the other) has 
4 a noble Spirit, is above all this, which you call 
4 Advantage, that is fit for nothing but the Pur- 
4 faitof vulgar Minds. Honour is his Idol, his 
4 fecond Religion, the Darling, and Creator of 
4 Hero’s. For this, and his Love he fights, and 
4 difeovers,by his Contempt of Death,how much 
4 he deferves to live 3 and at once merits, and 
4 enjoys the Efteem of all that know him, or 

4 have heard of his Reputation. 

C 4 
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■* THB Advantages you now urge (return’d 
4 the other) are not peculiar to a Gentleman, 

* nay are feldom found in one now-a-Days. In 

* my Opinion, he that contemns Death deferves 
4 not to live 5 for if he thought it a Thing 

* worth the pofleffing, he would be more care- 
4 ful to avoid that,which muft deftroy it. There 
4 is nothing, that I know of, which perfonalVa- 
4 lour will do, which Money will not efleft 
4 with more Eafe, and lefs Hazard. The Sol- 
4 dier, and Bravo will fight for you, or revenge 
4 you for your Pay to more Good to thePublick, 

4 and more Security to the Private. I leave you 
4 therefore to your necefiitous Hero of a Gen- 
4 tleman, while I’m humbly content with my 
4 Banker, and fee which will lead the happier 

* Life 5 you on the airy Titles of Gentility in 

4 Want, and Penury $ or I amidit my mechanick 
4 Bags of Gold and Plenty. Should it ever be 
4 my Fortune to be lewd as Aquilina was, the 
4 fame fliauld be ray Conduct, 

AQUILINA was a Woman of a tolerable 
Beauty for five and twenty, and a Widow 5 her 
Fortune was unknown, but imagin’d very con- 
fiderable^ theReputation of which was artfully 
heighten’d by herfelf and her Friends, which 
brought her more Addreffes, than the Fame of 
her Beauty, or Vertue. In fo large, and popu¬ 
lous a City as this of Naples , it is no eafy Mat¬ 
ter to get a perfect Information ofThings of this 
Nature. Profpero Sterace was a Gentleman, as 

im 
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you call him, of little, or no Fortune, and fup- 
ported his little Expence by gaming and (harp¬ 
ing 5 but uneafy in that Condition he became a 
Buble to Match-Makers , by their imaginary 
Help to repair his broken Fortunes. By their 
Cunning and Addrefs he was introduc’d to Aqut- 
lina , as a Lady of immenfe Riches, while his 
Eftate by the fame fair Artifice was magnify’d 
in Proportion to Aquilind s Defires. Each being 
willing to impofe on the other, the Match was 
foon agreed on. The Wedding-Day comes, and 
a Friend’s Houfe of the Match-Makers lor Pri¬ 
vacy made Choice of for the Dinner, and Con- 
fummation. Dinner being over more Wine was 
wanting, and he being a Ik’d for Money to pay 
for it, comes to her with the fame Demand; but 
(he refilling him, he tells her he had none, nor 
any Thing elfe in the World but what Ihe faw 
about him, all his Hopes, and Expectations be¬ 
ing in her Fortune alone. She with a great deal 
of Prefence of Mind,but with a feemingFrank- 
nefs reply’d, We are then both abus’d 5 for I 
marry’d you in Hopes of jyhat I wanted, an fi¬ 
liate, having nothing but my Credit to .depend 
on ; and you have marry’d me with the fame 
Aim, and an equal Difappointment. This put 
him into a Rage, which tranfported him to fome 
Rudenefs in Language and Behaviour, as much 
a Gentleman, as he was. She gently appeas’d his 
Pafiion by defiring his Patience to hears Remedy 
propos’d for both their evil Luck. This being 
joyfully allow’d, (lie deliver’d her felf to him in 

J j - 4 

this 
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this Manner. Signor Profpero, give not Way 
to a VaJJion , may render Things more incu¬ 

rable^ than they are , but can never mend them $ 
you find that we have both been impos'd on by 
pretended Friends 5 and vpe have found out the 
Error in good Time $ fince nothing has yet pafs’d 
betwixt us but Words, it is, therefore, the 
moft prudent Courfe, we can take, to give each 
other a Difcharge, and enter into Bonds fuffici- 
ent to hinder each other from any, and all 
Claim to each others good or bad Luck in the 
World, the later of which this is the only Way 
to retrieve. He had To much Eagernefs for his 
Redemption from his imaginary Misfortune, 
that without any Confideration he allow’d her 
good Reafon, and the Bonds were immediately 
drawn, and all Engagements by them cancell’d. 

THIS being perfectly compleated, Aquilina 
thus addrefs’d her felf to him — Profpero, be¬ 
lieve me, you are the unhappiejl of Men: for wan¬ 
ting both Money, and good Senfe, Manners , and 
Wit, you fet up for a Fortune-Hunter , and yet 
know not when you are come in with the Quarry/ 
For know, that I am really that Fortune 1 have 
been reprefented, which, had you had lefs Bnita- 
lity, and more Senfe, and good Manners,you had 
dffoverd when it had been too late for me to 
have efcap’d the Ruin. So, good Sir, leaving 
you to ruminate on your own wife ConduB , I com¬ 
mit you to that blind Goddefs, who is wont to be 
very kind to Perfons of your Capacity , 


SHE 
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SHE immediately withdrew, with this Satis¬ 
faction, that Ihe had not only ^reveng’d her feif 
on Profper.es ill Nature, bqt kept up the Repu¬ 
tation of her Wit, and her Wealth in lb very 
ticklifli a Conjuncture. 

I CANNOT but applaud her admirable 
Addrefs (faid another of the Company being a 
Lady of about Forty ) and hope, that (he had 
the good Fortune afterwards to reap the Har- 
veft ofher good ConduCt. For as with great 
Generals the Honour and Glory of a furprizing 
Victory, and the Service of his Prince, and 
Country is thought but a frail Good, and little 
Reward, unlefs Poffeffions or Prefents fupply 
one more fubftantial 5 fo the Glory of Jquili- 
lina s baffling the Coxcomb Profpero , was but 
narrow, if all flie gain’d by the Benefit was on¬ 
ly to get rid of fo troublefom a Fool. 

BUT affum’d the former, tho’ it is no fmall 
Advantage to a Widow.to get rid ot a Fool, a 
Beggar, and a Knave, yet Aquilina manag’d her 
Affairs fo, that, retiring to Pome left this Af¬ 
fair fhould take Air, fhe marry’d a Major Buo- 
mo of a Cardinal-Nephew $ who being pretty 
aged, and eafily wheedled, was fo civil in a 

little Time to die, and treble her Fortune. 
But then indeed ftie prov’d fo bewitch’d to mar¬ 
ry the third Time for Love, the Bane of all 
human Happinefs, and efpecialiy when a Wo- 
Wgn is once turn’d of feventeen. We are all 

* fenfible 



Book IV. (44) Chap. IV. 

fenfible how hard it is to retain the Heart of a 
IVIan after Manage, or even to make him ob- 
ierve any Decorum, or lay afide the infupporta- 

ble Tyranny, that Cuftom has inverted him 
withal, tho’ in the ftrongeft, and moft enga¬ 
ging Bloom of Beauty. How impoffible, there¬ 
fore, is it for a Woman part thirty to hope to 
engage the Inclinations of a young Fellow of 
three and twenty ? Polfefs d of her Wealth he 
forgets his Benefartrefs, and fquanders that on 
Adultery, and Boys, which being the only 
Charm, that made her agreeable, when gone 
leaves her defpis’d at Home, and laugh’d at 
Abroad 5 for a Wretch fo voluntary deferves 
no Pity. Jqnilina was a Proof of ir, for after 
having been very ill treated fhe had much ado 
to retire to a Nunnery, with that fmall Re- 
ferve, fhe had kept from his Knowledge. 

THE Caufe, Madam (aiTum’d the youn- 
geft Lady of the Company but one) the Rea- 
fon, I fay, that Widows are generally fo un-. 
happy, when they remarry more for Love , than 
Money, is, that they generally make fo irra¬ 
tional a Choice. They never confult the Me¬ 
rit of the Perfon in his Underftanding, and 
Senfe 5 but are taken either with the ftrong 

Proportion of the Body, or fome agreeable^ 
Features of the Face, which are feldom the 
Companions of good Senfe: Or they are won 
with the loud Impertinence of the Adarefs, 
which is always a Sign of Seif-Opinion, Igno- 
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ranee, and Want of Underftanding. A Man 

of true-Senfe, and Merit is naturally diffident, 
and modeft, Qualities, that very feldom afford 
them any Advantages with the Great, and the 
Fair , whofe Favourites are generally but ffial- 
low Pretenders, or downright Fools. 1 mean 
not Idiots, but more troublefom, and much 
lefs manageable. For my Part I muft fpeak by 
Experience, which is certainly the belt Rule 5. 

I was left a rich Widow by the Indulgence of 
my firft old Hulband Girolamo Lucini , who was 

drown’d in palling the Po. My Fortune drew 
many Admirers, or Pretenders, and my Perfon 
‘I have Vanity to believe might draw fome. I 
fell by Accident into the Acquaintance of a 
Gentleman by Birth, but who by Misfortunes, 
or Inclination had taken upon him' the Trade 
of Match-Making, but that being wholly un¬ 
known to me, his Family and Age gave him 
the ealier Admittance into my Acquaintance 5 
which furnilh’d him with the Means of bub- 
ling fome, and impofing on others, as if he 
had no fmall Influence over me. - Among the 
reft there was a Spanijb- Merchant, whofe Eftate 
lying in the Weft-Indies ,he had come into Spain 
to negotiate fome Affairs, which in the Pro- 
eefs brought him to Naples , and Accident into 
the Company of Accio Viconti the Perfon I men¬ 
tion’d, and he affur’dhiin of fo conliderable a 
Fortune in me, that he imagin’d, by obtaining 
it he might eaftly repair the Breaches of his 
own, and get the Government, he was in Pur- 

fuit 
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fuit of into the Bargain. For Don Roderigo 
had fo good an Opinion, of hirafelf, that he 
thought few Ladies could refill the Charms of 
his Per foil, and Addrefs 5 for I never knew a 
Fool have a more humbleConceit of himfelf, 
than the greateft Man of Wit. 

IN his Perfon he was tall, and well enough 
lhap’d, and promis’d as vigorous an Embrace, 
as any Widow could reafonably defire from a 
Man of about thirty eight j his Hands were 
fcraggy, rivell’d, and hard ^ his Face rough, 
and ill-favour d, his Tongue flippant, and foo- 
lifL But as little a Matter of Wit as he was,' 
he fancy’d, that fome Attempts that Way 
would prove agreeable to my Inclination. He 
therefore applies himfelf to a Poet of his Ac¬ 
quaintance to make for him a Copy of Verfes 
to me, and who it feems had been the Medium 
of his Acquaintance with AmoViconti.\ and fo 

knew his whole Affair, and Pretenfions. 

• ♦ 

AFTER he had receiv’d many ; Denials, 

and Repulfes, I fent him a Letter to defire no 
more of his Company, and feal’d it with black 
Wax, and a Seal on which was grav’d two 
Hearts on an Altar blown into a Flame by a 
Cupid , which gave him the. Subject of this Co¬ 
py of Verfes, which beeaufe the Performance 
of my Cajirucio I will repeat. 

T© 


* 
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But if Succeft the cruel Fates deny 
Her Viclim on Love's Altar , I will die. 

♦ 

I HAD not long receiv’d thefe Verfes, too 
vifibly none of his, but one Day a Foot-man 
brought me this Letter from an un known Hand. 
The Odnefs of the Thought, and the following 
Adventure made me Miftrefs enough of it to be 
able to give you a Recital ; which I am willing 
to do, becaufe I believe that will in fome Mea- 
fure be the Excufe of my Aftions, produc’d by 
my Curiofity i a Quality extreamly natural to 

our Sex* 

The LETTER. 

_ 9 

Of the Advantages of a Widows marrying a 

Man of Senfe. 

« ft » \ 

* _ 9 

‘ TF Report (which I confefs is a great Retai- 
c X l er of Fallhood) fpeak true of you, Madam, 
‘ when it affures me, that you are a Woman of 

* Senfe, the worft Effefr of this Letter will be 
‘ to prove your Diver fion ; if not, condemn it to 

* the Fire, or an Office more agreeable to the 
‘ Writer’s Deli res. 

ft 

« « » ft % v % 

' * 

* THERE is no Manner of Doubt, Madam, 
‘ but that you have had Abundance,andVariety 

* of Adorers before this; Men of all Capacities, 

‘ and all Humours (for a Widbw is the common 

* Game for all Fortune-Hunters to fly at)drawn 

* either by your Perfon, or your Fortune. But 

an 
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4 an invifible Lover , I prefume has not yet fallen 
4 to your Share, and therefore I hope in this 
4 curious Age the Novelty may recommend the' 

4 Experiment. If ever any Man could love-any 
4 Woman by Description, I dare venture to fay I 
4 have a Sort of Tendre for your Ladyihip, tho’ 

4 yet 1 never faw you in my Life $ your Beauty, 

4 yo'ur Humour, your Age'; nor your Under- 
4 Handing I am as well acquainted with, as if I 
4 had figh’d at your Feet above this Twelve- 
4 month. And all thele I find, by my Art, ex- 
4 treamly agreeable to my Gufto and Inclinations* 
4 For firft I never could endure the raw, green 
4 Tralh of Fourteen, they are all Body, and gau- 
4 dy Colours, like a Tulip, without the fine 
4 Flavour and odoriferous Scent which is fo en- 
4 gaging. If it were not for their Warmth and 

4 Impertinence, one might a Swell converfe with 
4 their Pidures, which, if by a good Hand, 
4 would be much more entertaining. Children 

4 are fit Lovers for one another; for my Part I 
4 am for Grapes full ripe, not fowr to fet ones 

4 Teeth on Edge. Then for your Eye, I find it is? 

4 black or hazle. But let it be black, or grey, or 
4 blew, they have ail their peculiar Charms, and 
4 thofe fufflcient to engage ray Heart Some Po- 
4 ets defcribe their Veiiw with grey Eyes, fome 
4 with blew, fome with blacky tho’ the Nereids 
4 were alway blew-ey’d LalTes. Thus, Madair* 
4 let your Eyes be what they will, provided you 
4 have Eyes, they will be fure to have Beauties 
* enow to fecure my Heart. But if you have 

D 4 none,? 


4 none, you will not want Gods and Goddeiles 
4 to warrant the Defeft $ you may be Fortune , 
4 or a Female Cupid ^ and the blinder you are 
4 the lefs Fault you will find in y our Adorer. 

4 Thus if you are tall, I fliall find in you the 
4 Majefty of Andromache or Juno 3 if little, I 
4 remember that Nature is always admirable in 
4 her Minatures. If you are gay you muft be 
4 pleafant $ if ferious thoughtful, and Thought 
4 is an Argument of good Senfe, and that is an 
4 extraordinary Charm in your Sex. If you are 
4 a Medium in.both you muft be excellent, fince 
4 Vertue confifts-in the Mean. You muft be good 
4 humour’d, becaufe you have nothing to fowr 

4 your Temper, and good Humour is a Beauty, 
4 that can never decay, but every Day inereafes 

4 in Efteem and Va lue, contrary to the other 

4 Qualities of your Sex, which continually lofe 
4 by a too familiar Yiew. The Ugly by that 
4 grow lefs difguftful, theHandfom grow,if not 
4 indifferent, at leaft lefs awful, and command- 
4 ing $ but good Humour continues the Empire, 
4 that Beauty but begins. But if you Ihoiikl be 
4 ill-humour d—-Why then I’ll ufe fo good aRe- 
4 medy for the Malady ,as not to fail of the Cure. 
4 Thus,Madam jit is very plain,that be you what 
4 you will, I can, and will love you, that is, if 
4 you will but give me leave to do it. But the 
4 Difficulty now lies in this Queftion, Whether 
4 youwillaseafily like me?—As for yourKnow- 
6 ledge of my Perfon,it is on the fame Foot with 

4 mine of yours. And tho’ a Man is generally 



Painter ofhimfelf'in the World, yet 
)od Matters in the • Art ha-ve drawn 
Pidureswiffr Stiecefs. I confefs the 


difficult 


Mind, and 


Colours, 


with the Pen in Writing 


he draws hiaifelf;' as he really 
•, as he thinks -liilhfelf 5 and ! 
is given every-Man fuch anei 
of Vanity, as is fufficient to'm: 


Pr'ovi 


Figure as well as Mind-fo- agreeable to him- 
felf, that few think ainifs of'either. However 
under all thefe Difficulties PI 1 try what l ean 

do. Tis the Mode to • pitfenf our Miflfelfes 

with our Pourtraits. and if mine be not like 


but 
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meer Novice in the Art. Firft then I 

fix Foot high, neither bulky nor lean 


Next 

My 


as Pm no Shape, fo I am not deforma. My 
Countenance is too manly to have the effemi¬ 
nate Air of a Beau, for I never did fweat for a 
Shape, or cup for a Complexion 5 my Hair is 
brown, my Eyes grey, my Afped grave, fo as 
for my Perfon, if I miftake not, I may pafs a- 
mong the Crowd of your Adorers.— But now 
for my Mind, tho’ that’s a Trifle the Ladies 
feldom trouble their Thoughts about, I have 
fome Reafon to think, that Nature has made 


md Men 
thy their 


flow’d. 
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d what Nature be- 
and therefore People 
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t generally take me to be a good-humour’d Fel- 
4 low. My Conftitution is. amorous, but in that 

* I have ibmething peculiar to my felf \?oJfeffion 9 
4 that generally is the End of Love in other 

* Men, ferves to confirm mine,and make it more 

* robuft, and ftrong, Tis- impoflible, Madam, to 
4 give you all my Features of Mind and Perfon 
4 in Black and White $ Experience will be much 
4 the beft Painter, for that adds the Colours 
4 which will beft dififinguifh them. Madefy I 
4 have too much for.a; Man, tho’ thisLetrer may 
4 perfuadeyoii to be of another Opinion,-but Pa- 
4 per bears no Blulhes. $ and when the Danger, 

4 and'Awe of Beauty is at a Diftance, I can be 
4 bold enough. The next, or rather the firft 
4 Thing that Ladies-are for enquiring into, is, 

4 how Fortune has dealt with me? There indeed 
4 1 have very little to boaffc Fortune, and Na- 
4 ture feldom club, to make a Man compleat, or 
4 happy. As Ihe is blind fo Fools have generally 

* her Favour, (I wilh the Ladies were not too 
4 much of her Mind) and if thatProverb be true, 
4 1 have a large Claim to Senfe. For I have not 
4 been oblig’d to her Goddefsfhip for fo much, 
4 as one Smile. Faith, Madam, i have nothing 
4 to recommend me to your Choice, but Truth, 
4 Honefty, and I hope a little Undemanding 5 
4 which if they fhould be of any Weight with 
4 you, it will be an Argument, that you have a 
4 lingular Tafte, and are not fo blind as Chance, 

* and the reft of your Sex. But you may alk if I 

l have not yet any ftronger Motive to prevail? 1 

4 know 
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4 know not what it may do with you,but Ihave 
* one, that is of fome Force with moft of your 
4 Sex. Woman, they fay, of all Things lovesSo- 
4 vereignty, that, Madam, you can never main- 
4 tain fo fecurely, as with me. For if you marry 
4 a Man of Fortune he comes on the Level, and 
4 he has little Regard to what you bring him, be- 
4 caufe he fuppofes it all his Due, and then the 
4 Right of a Hulband gives him an arbitrary Do- 
4 minion, which how he 11 ufe, depends on his 

4 Temper, and his Underftanding,of both which 
4 Men of large Eftates have very little Share. If 
4 they are born to it,Pride, Self-Love, andlgno.- 
4 ranee of Misfortunes make them felf-will’d, 
4 and imperious. If they get it themfelves, the 
4 dualities of getting an Eftate are inconfiftent 
4 with Generofity 5 and he, that is not generotls 
4 can never be good-natur’d, and he that is not 
4 good-,matur'd mult be a furly and arbitrary 
4 Lord. Now, Madam, by marrying a Man, 
4 whofe Fortune you make you tie him with 
4 Gratitude to your Will, and fo he is of Choice 
4 whatever you can defire him to be. But then, 
4 Madam, you muft be fure, that he is a Man of 
4 Senfe $ for a Fool, a Coxcomb, and dull igno-= 

4 rant Fellow never knows how to return a Be- 

% 

4 nefit. Cunning may make him fervile in his 
4 Addrefs to gain a Dominion, he can’t have Mo- 
4 deration to exercife with Honour. But a Man 
4 of true Senfe muft be grateful 5 and while he 
4 knows, he owes all his Fortune and Felicity to 
4 his Wife, muft make it his Study to return it 

D 3 4 with 
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with equal Happinefs iu being entirely at her 
Bevotion. Farther, Madam, it is great in you 
rather to make a Gentleman’s Fortune, than 
to throw your Store into the full Tide of ano¬ 
dic r’s, who,therefore,has no Reafon to think it 
an Obligation. I eonfefs, there are very few of 
your Sex, with whom thefe Motives will be of 
any Force ^ but it is becaufe extreamly few of 
them conduct their Refolves by right Reafon, 
and therefore very few make thetitfelves happy 
with all their Wealth. I have but two Obje- 
~ ions more to bring this long Letter to aCon- 
clufion.Tnefirft is,that you have no Thoughts 
of. Marriage 5 the fecond, that if you have, you 
know how to difpofe of your Perfon, and For¬ 
tune to your Satisfaction, without any intru¬ 
ding Advice. As to not marrying at all, that 
would be inexcufable.—A Widow indeed may 
be allow’d to fuffer a while, the AddrefTes of 
theFortune-Hunters of t he Town 5 theOdnefs 
of their Tempers, Qualities, Court, and Pre¬ 
tentions may be an entertaining Comedy for a 

very 
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be perpetually 


be fureJVladam 


other 


the 


You ought therefore to marry in your own De¬ 
fence, that you may get rid of that Train of 
Knaves, and Fools, whofe Hopes, and Deftres 
not faltering them to reft, revenge their own 
Difquiet by interrupting the Repofe of other 

4 People 
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« People. Againft this Impertinence Marriage is 
‘ your only Refuge, or a Nunnery but that is a 
4 Remedy worfe, than the Difeafe, fince the Im- 
« pertinence of another Sex is always more to- 
4 lerable, than that of our own, 

✓ 

6 IN fhort, there are a thoufand Troubles you 

‘ efcape, and a thoufand Benefits you enjoy by a 
4 Partner in your Bed, and Heart, in your Joys, 

‘ and Concerns, which a fingle Life can never 
4 afford:, thefe and other Advantages of Wed- 
‘ lock are fo evident, that you will certainly 
4 marry one Time or other. As to the bellowing 
* your felf to your Satisfaction, his certain, that 
4 every Woman does fo when free in her Choice. 

4 But if Ihe obeys her Fancy more, than her Rea- 

4 foil, her Satisfaction ends where it Ihould be- 
4 gin, and one Month is the Extent of its Dura- 
4 tion. In fine, Madam, if you can beftow your 
4 felf more to your Satisfaction, than by making 
4 a Man owe his Fortune, and Happinefs to you, 
4 and one that muft always be fenfible of, and 
4 grateful for it, then I muft have no Hopes 5 
4 but if onTryal you find you can’t, then I am at 
4 your Service and Command, who am,Madam, 

Yours, Incognito , 

HAVING read this Letter over two or 
three Times, I confefs I had Curiofity enough 
to defire to fee the Perfon,who had made fo pe¬ 
culiar an Addrefs $ fo in a few Days I refolv’d 
in Anfwer to fend him an Invitation to my 

D 4 Houfe, 
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Houfe, which he comply’d with the following 
Day. I muft own to you I was very much dif- 
appointed at his Appearance, having form’d my 
Idea of him from my Defires, for there I had 
given him the Beauties of Adonis , and the Wit 
of Mercury , or Apollo 5 but when I faw him, 
tho’ he had the Face and Mien of a Gentleman, 
yet I perceiv’d, that he was paft that agreeable 
Vigour of Youth, which is fp pleafing to a 
Lady in her Lover. ‘ 

T H E firft Converfation made but little Im- 
preflion on my Heart, for a modeft Confufion 
had perverted his Underftanding, and render’d 
his Addrefs not fo fprightly,as I expefted from 
a Man of Wit. But by a frequent Repetition of 
his Vifits, and the Freedom, which that pro¬ 
duc’d, I found that good Senfe, and good Hu¬ 
mour, which only could make a Woman happy. 
He frankly own’d his low precarious Fortune, 
and fufficiently demonftrated the Advantage I 
might find in making him Mafter of mine. I 
was Indeed fenfible, that mine was fufficient to 
furnilh not only the Neceflaries and Conveni¬ 
ences of Life, but even the Superfluities $ and I 
confider’d, that all the Wealth in the World 

could not add to my Enjoyments 5 1 remember’d 
that he was a Gentleman, and a Man of Senfe, 
and Learning, and fo Mafter of every Thing, 

that could allure me of a delightful, and happy.. 
Life. Thus being pleas’d with his Converfa- 
rjon, and not difiiking his P.erfon I heftow.’d my 
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felf, and my Fortune upon him. Nor have. I 
yet had any Caufe to repent of my Choice, 
whilft a Fidelity in his Paffion, and Gratitude 
in his Conduct makes me find my felf every Day 
happier, than the former. ’Tis true, if a Wo¬ 
man will blindly raife her Foot-man, or Coach¬ 
man, a Sharper, or a Fool to her Bed, ihe muft 
exped to be as miferable, as the greateft Lord 
can make her. But if Ihe marry a Gentleman, a 
Scholar, and a Man of true Senfe, and be her 
felf Miftr.efs of any Temper, ihe cannot be un¬ 
happy. 

HERE the pretty Lady made an End ex- 

treamly to my Satisfaction, to find a Woman, 
nay and a Widow too, once in the right. But I 
foon found ihe had not fpoke fo much to the Sa¬ 
tisfaction of the reft of the Company. For the 
Lady who had fo freely declar’d for the tricking 
of Men heard her out with no little Impatience, 
and Indignation, and ihe had fcarce done, when 
ihe refum’d her Difcourfe in this Manner. 

4 YOUR Fate, Madam, is very Angular both 
■ in the Caufe, and Event: But there is ho gene- 
4 ralRule to be drawn from particular Iuftances. 

4 It is very certain, that the State of Man, and 
4 Woman in Regard of each other, is a State of 
4 Wer, and Stratagem. And Deceit is more ne- 
4 ceffary, than Valour in this Warfare 3 and ihe, 
4 who entertains any generous Sentiments ill 
4 this Campaign, may fopn find the Ravages of a 

‘mercilefs 
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4 mercilefs Conqueror, but never the Pleafure, 
c and Bleffings of a triumphant, and victorious 
‘ Succefs. The Bay-Breams of young Love-lick 
‘Maidsdrawn from the Fumes of foolifh Ro- 

* mances, or the Whimfies of crack-brain d Po- 

* ets, ferve only like Ignesfatui to lead them in- 
‘ to Bogs, and Quagmires, where they muft cer¬ 
tainly link, and perifh without Pity or Relief. 

‘ MAN , therefore, ought to find no more 

* Quarter, than he gives; and Woman ought to 

* make a Prey of that proud Animal, that aims 

* at fo unbounded, unreafonable, and defpotick 
‘ a Tyranny over her, aS to make no Scruple 
‘.offacrificing her Life, and her Happinefs to 

‘ his own Will, and Pleafure. Tho’, Madam,. 
‘ it was your extraordinary Chance to Humble 
‘ on a Felicity, which you could not reafona- 
4 bly promife your felf, it was fo much more 
4 owing to Fortune, than your Conduft, that 

* I think the Example rather worthy of Admi- 

* ration,than Imitation, I am of Opinion,that 

* Tarquinia Lachetti of Florence ought rather to 

4 be follow’d by all prudent Ladies, who never 

4 had any Regard to Man, but as it anfwer’d ei- 
4 ther her Pleafure, or Profit, 
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CHAP. V. 


The Eificry <?/Tarquinia Lachetti of Florence, 
her mean Birth , her Rife , the feveral Tricks 
fie play si her Eufhands , and her Death. The 
yound Lady s Doubts a bout marrying remov'd 
by an old Widow , in the Hijlory of Lauretta. 
An Invective againfi Man , which concludes 
the Widows Vifiting-D ay. 


T HIS great Heroine was like Tamerlane 

and Arfaces , the Off-fpring of a Shep¬ 
herd ; and being at fourteen advanc’d into the 
Family of her Father’s Matter, (he foon from 
the loweft Menial found Admiffion to his Bed. 
Tho’ Hie had Beauty, and Cunning enough, 
yet flie was not on a Bottom to capitulate, but 
furrender’d on his Summons at Difcretion. 
She had fo much Cunning as never to propole 
Marriage, fince in all Probability, that would 
have rebated the Edge of, her Matter’s Appe¬ 
tite, being without it fufficiently fecure of her 
Expectations by her artful Addrefs, and her le- 
dulous Care of finding out; and foothing his 
Humour with fo agreeable a Flattery, as bound 
him in furer Chains to her Will , than thofe of 
the Prieft ever proves in Italy. He was old, 
and a Widower, and therefore a profefs’d Ene¬ 
my of Wedlock 5 the very Name of it had been 
fufficient to difguft him in the Height of his. 
Defires, and Enjoyment. But Tarquinia took 

Care 
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Care not to give him any Difquiet on that Ar¬ 
ticle, by which Ihe infinuafed her felf into his 
Affeftions fo ftrongly, that her Sway in all 
Things was far more abfolute, than that of any 
Wife: So that on his Death Ihe had in her Pof- 
fefllon not only his Plate and Money, ^which 
was confiderable, but great Numbers of rich 
Jewels, which yet his Heirs, and Relations pre¬ 
tended to wreft from her: To which End im¬ 
mediately after his Death, they clapp’d her up 
in Prifon for the Theft ^ and got from her the 
Plate by Way of Compofition; the whole be¬ 
ing mark'd, with his Arms, afforded a fufficient 
Proof of its Owner. But her Adverfaries not 
being able to prove any more upon her, Ihe was 
fet at Liberty $ and foon fhifted the Scene of 
her Affairs from the Country, where hitherto 
Ihe had liv’d, to Florence the Fair. 

THERE Ihe foon fet up a pretty tolerable 
Equipage, and made fo confiderable a Figure, 
that by it Ihe eafily convey’d herfelf to the Aft 
femblies, which are there very common, nay 
almoft every Evening, where the promifcuous 
Company con lifts of Men, and Women, that 
fpend fome Time in Play, and Convention, in 
both which Tarqninia , being of a ready Wit, 
foon arriv’d at Perfection. 


IN thefe Afiemblies, it was, that Ihe met 
with Antonio Lachetii , a Relation of her Quon¬ 
dam Mailer >, whpfe Character Ihe was per fed-? 
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\ k 
1 y acquainted with, tho* neither knew the Per* 

fon of the other. He was fo taken with her 

1 

Figure, and her Converfation, that after fome 
Weeks Addrelfes he prevail’d with her to accept 
him for a Hufband. He was a Man of a good 
Family (which was her chief Motive to the 
Match) a tolerable Fortune, and a Perfon not 
at all to be defpis ? d 5. but having traveled ill 
England , and Germany, he had there leaffl’d to 

be an entire Devote to the Bottle. Thus qua* 
lify’d before Marriage, the had the Addrefs af¬ 
terwards to govern him abfolutely, and to make 
him Hand in Awe of her Frowns. As Antonio 
had nothing fhocking either in his Perfon, or 
Converfation, fo he was a Stranger to thofe 
Charms, which are capable of gaining, and re* 
tabling a Heart 5 and Tarquinia, who marry’d 
him only for her own Convenience, took Care 
not to lofe the Advantage, fire had obtain’d $ 
efpecially in indulging that amorous Temper, 
which was fo much a Part of her Nature. 


• % 9 

AFTER the Carets'of manya young vi¬ 
gorous'Lover, whom ihe either difpatch’d, or 
difcarded, as was confiftent with her; Reputa* 
tion, or her Pleafure, fhe fell into a more, thail 
ordinary League with Hojlafw Poletano , an ac+ 

cdmplifh’d young Gentleman of about twenty 

fix. After many happy Days, and Nights,they 
were one Evening both in her Bed full of De¬ 
fire, and Pleafure, when Antonio her Hufband 

return’d from an Englijh Merchant’s full loadesl 

with 
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with Love, and with Wine ; drawing Courage 
from his Liquor, he was refolv’d to venture to 
Bed with his Lady without her Permiflion, or 
a iking her Leave. And full of this Deiign 
mounts up Stairs to her Door 3 where a? foon 

as file heard him ihe leap’d out of Bed from her 
Gallant 3 and even in her Shift forbid his En¬ 
trance. Wine having fupply’d, that Valour, 
which fober he generally .wanted, all, fhe could 
do, could not prevail with him to go up to the 
Garret, his ordinary Bed-Chamber, nor into 
any other Apartment 3 nay he grows outragi- 
ous, upbraids her with Adultery 3 that fhe had 
her Gallant in Bed with her; that having 
made an Example of the Rogue, he would in¬ 
flict fuch a Puniihment on: her, as her Crime is 
commonly judg’d to deferve. 

* 0 

H A D he been as ftrong in his Hands, and 
Legs, as in his Tongue, he might perhaps 
have put his Threats in Execution 5 but Ihe full 
of Terror and Surprize, giving him a fudden 
Pulh, threw him over the Rails down the Well 
of the Stair-Cafe. Which Fall made a Fra&ion 
in his Skull, and broke one of his Thighs, and 
one of his Arras. He is taken up, Ihe runs 
down half naked all in-Tears, and full of Cries, 
and Lamentations; fiie complains of her Mis¬ 
fortune, rails at the Servants for letting him go 
up alone in that Condition, fince had any one 
been with him he might have efcap’dfo difmai 
g Cataftrophe. 'V. 

IN 
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IN fliort lie 4yiUin three 


d, and left; her the Reputation of 


a much greater Fortune, than 


Miftrefs 


r fortune, than the was really 
For moft of his Eftate went to 


his Family, and that little ready Money, that 
his Extravagance: and hers had not confiim’d, 
was not fufficient, without parting with her 

Jewels, to hold up that Port, which fhe had 


hitherto 


Help, 


of HofiafiOy Ihemade feveral Bonds, and Bills 
of Exchange, Certificates of confiderable Stock 
in the, Banks of Gonna, and Venice,- with fd 
much Art, as to confound the Coiiiparifon of 

the Counterfeit, and the Real. Setting op with 
this Fund of Wealth, and a much greater iii 
Hypocrify, Ihe made her felf a Dfevot© to the 
Religious Orders, flattering their Avar ice with 
Hopes of a Share in her Fortune, which with 
the Inu uRry of Hoflajio foon. brought her Abun¬ 
dance of Pretenders. ' r y J ; 


/ • % 


AMONG 


• % 

there 


Merchant of Leghorn ^ who not content with 
that-Plenty,.- which, he already 6w ; d • to blind 
Fortune^ mufl: needs in the very. Winter of his 
Age tempt her in Matrimony, ft was neither 
his Perfon, nor his; Senfe, that prevail’d, bat 
the great Stock of ready Money, which he 


wasfaid. always to have'by 
Management of Hofafio 


iin. - By the artful 
and the covetous 


Hopes of the Fryars, whofe zealous Devote ihe 
appear’d, ihe gains the old Merchant, marries 

him. 


< 
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him, delivers up her Bills, Bonds, and Ti¬ 
tles to her Stock in the Banks of Venice j and 
Genoa. 


WHILE her Hufbarid was gone to Leghorn 
to take Care of his Affairs, and difpatch'd his 
Bills to the other Places, Hojlajio < and Tarqui'A 
knowing this to be the only white Spot of 
their Fortune, and the only Time of efcaping 
a Difcovery, which could have no profperous 
Event 3 gets all her Jewels, all thofe of her 
Hufband’s, with feveral Bags of Gold, and 
take their Way from 'Florence to Genoa 3 where 
being arriv’d, they hir’d a Felucca to pafs thence 
to Marfeilles with the Booty 3 but a Terhpeft 

riling dafli’d their Boat to Pieces, Tarqumd 

periling in the Place, while Hojlajio, and 
fome of the Crew fwara to Shore. So < fell thei 
illnftrious Tarquinia , who had Ihe liv’d,would, 
I dare believe, have reveng’d all WomaiiTkind 

on the proud imperious Sex. 

• • » « 


* % 


- ^ 


I CO N F ESS (laid the youngeft of all, 


‘when this Lady had done) what T have 

* heard gives , me x 4 bundance.of Pain 3 for if 

* to live an old Maid be fo infamous, that we 


‘all naturally, aud generally, abhor it5 and 
‘ to be marry’d gives a Necemty of fuch Mif- 

* chiefs, and fuch difhonourable Stratagems^ 

‘ and Tricks, I am in a' very folicitous Suf- 

* penfe to know what to do with my felf. A 

* Hulband I muft own would be extreamly 

. * agreeable 
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‘ agreeable to me, were lie always what ho 

‘feems when a Lover ^ but when all you 

4 Ladies have more, than once experienc'd 
‘ the fudden Change of that Appearance, the 

4 odious State of an old Maid feems to be the, 

. • * 

4 more eligible Condition. Efpecially fince 
e the Infamy of that may not only be taken 
‘ away, but even failftify’d into Veneration 

* by a Nunnery. Tis true I muft own, that 

* I do not find within me any of thofe frozen, 

4 or feraphic Notions, which fhould invite 
4 me to a State fo reclufe ^ but do now and 
4 then feel fome tender and warm Defires for 
‘ that Society with Man, which Nature or- 

J '* . * » — 

4 dain’d 5 but fince the frail Sweets are blended 

4 with fo much Gall, I think I fhall; refolve 
4 to hazard the tedious Solitude of a Con- 

• * K « 

4 vent. 

-. * 

ft 

• # \ » 

_ * ft 

4 THE heft Advice, that I can give you 
4 ( reply'd one of the elderly Ladies) is to 
4 follow the Example of a young Lady of this 
4 City, who being my near Relation, and par-. 
4 ticular Favourite, I am particularly acquain- 
4 ted with all her Affairs, in which file gene- 
4 rally took my Advice. We will call her 
4 here Lauretta , for the better telling her Sto- 
4 ry, at the fame Time that Decency obliges us 
4 to conceal her real Name. 

* 9 

LAURETTA was now about twenty, and 

tho’ from fifteen Miftrefs of a tolerable Fortune, 

E yet 
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yet the hard Fate of her Acquaintance had 
ftruck fuch a Dread into her of being that 
Slave call’d a Wife, that ’till thefe Years lh,e 
continu’d a Maid. But finding her Years come 
on apace , and the aid Maid flaring her 
every Day more grimly in the Face, and yet 

unwilling to retreat to a Nunnery, file in De- 

fpair ventur’d to marry a rich, doating old 
Fellow, whofe Age promis’d her a fpeedy Re- 
lea fe from her Slavery. 

THIS old Guido (for that was his Name ) 
tvas ftrangely fickle in his Temper, ftarting 
frequently from one Extream to another. For 
fometimes he would be extreamly fond of Lau¬ 
retta, fettling on hear his whole Fortune on 
his Death, and perfecuting her with an awkard 
Expreflion of a naufeous Tendernefs: And 
then on a fudden he would fly into the 
Height of Jealoufy, in whofe Dominion he 
eonftantly deftroy’d, what he had done in his 
Dotage. Tho’ he was old, paralytick, peevilh, 
ill-natur’d, and jealous, yet the laft, tho’ the 
moft teizing in its Turn, yet was more agreea¬ 
ble to her far than his Embraces, which brought 
all his Defects to fo near a View, that Ihe 
feem’d to embrace a CharnehHoufe in her 
Arms, which the cadaverous Scent that arofe 
from his putrid Carcafs confirm’d, at the Ex- 1 
pence almoft of her Health and Repofe. Thefe 
cleaving Mifchiefs were remov’d to a Diftance 

by his jealous Fits, of which nothing was in¬ 
tolerable 



* 
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tolerable but her Confinement, which was fo 

* fc ~ 

fevere as to be lock’d up fo clofe, as not to fee ' 
much of Day-Light for a Fortnight together, 
nor receive any Suftenance but from the 
Hands of fo diiagreeable and cruel a Goaler. 
But what added to her Uneafinefs were her 
Fears left Guido Ihould die in one of thefe ful- 
len, and ill-natur’d Refentments, and fo dis¬ 
appoint her Hopes and Defires of a rich, and 
affluent Liberty. 

% 

9 

r 

SOME Days before the Return of his amo¬ 
rous Fondnefs, file was permitted the Freedom 
of the upper Part of the Houfe, which was 
every Day increased .’till file came down to his 
Table, and fo to his Bed. After this, his 
Tenderncfs increas’d for two or three Days, 
’till npw arriv’d to the Zenith of his Fondnefs, 
and Dotage, he renew’d that Settlement, which 
his next Relapfe was fure to deftroy. She, 
therefore, refolv’d to put an End to fuch Ter¬ 
rors, and deliver her felf at once from thofe 
Severities, and more odious, and difguftful 
Perfecutions of an enervate, and impotent Paf- 
lion, that had now quite tir’d her Patience, 
and damn’d up that Current of Pleafure, which 

her Conftitution naturally requir’d. 

^ • 

♦ 

IN one of his indulgent Moods, file pre¬ 
vail’d with him for Leave to go to Church, 
which Opportunity ihe fo dexteroufiy im¬ 
prov’d, as to procure a gentle Dofe, that would 

E 2 decently 
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^ ^ » 

decently difmifs him from an Office he could 
fo ill perform, and fecure' her the Fund of 
Pleafure, which (he could never hope for while 
he liv’d. The Dofe fhe convey’d with fuch 
Art, as to avoid all Sufpicion, and her Zeal 
in his fudden Illnefs confirm’d her Intereft by 
getting a Bequeft of all. he had, while he re¬ 
tir’d from the balmy Bofom of Lauretta , 
which he had fo unjuftly ufurp’d, to the 
Grave, whofe Right, extream old Age, and 
Multiplicity of Infirmities had long fince made 

him. ' - - 

. _ - . • 

0 • 4 

* % 

THE Formalities of. die Mourning being 
over, file foon grew the gayeft Lady of Na¬ 
ples ^ and took up a Refolution to revenge 
herfelf on every one of the Male-Sex, that t 
came into her.Power, except fuch as being 
confecrated to Heaven, were facred to her 

Plea fare. 

* 

• • « 

# 

SHE was a mighty Lille Devote of the Je- 
fuits , among whom fhe had call her Ey e on 
a rofy young Father, and in Confeffion ac¬ 
quainted him with her Inclination for him. 
The good Father, happening not to be over¬ 
mortify’d in the mid’ft of Plenty, and Eafe, 
with no great Difficulty,. or any unfeafonable 
Scruples, affiir’d her of his immediate Endea¬ 
vours to do Juflice to her Paffion. I confefs, 

I do not believe, that Lauretta, 'was not car¬ 
ry’d to her Choice of this Father before any 

of 
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of the Lay-men,, who had offer’d their Vows 
without any Return: But that (he thought, with 
a great deal of Reafon, that her Fame, and 

Reputation was a great deal more fecure. in 
the Favours Ihe granted to a Jefirit, than if 
they had been allow’d to a Lay-man. 

% » 

HAVING this private Refourfe of fecret 
Pleafures, fhe gave a Loofe to her beloved 
Coquetry in its utmoft Extent. She would 
make all the Advances, that could exalt Hope 
into Affurance, and keep it ftill on the Rack 
without any fubftantial Compliance. This 
rais’d the Opinion not only of her Beauty, but 
her Vertue, and the Opinion of the later fre¬ 
quently produces more Attempts, than the 
mold exquifite Charms of the Perfon, fo much 
more Satisfaction do Men take in the Mifchief 
than in the Pleafure. 

THUS fhe liv’d admir’d, belov’d, andpur- 
fu’d by all Men, but yielded to none $ Mi- 
ftrefs of her own Liberty, and Delights, 
which ihe ever freely indulg’d, but not with 
the Men of this World, but with whatever 
good Father of the Jefuits , her Fancy or Ap¬ 
petite requir’d. And for the good Services of 
that Order in her amorous Affairs, Ihe. left 
her whole Fortune, without any' Regard to 
her Relations, to their College ondier Death 5 
and is in a fair Way of being a Saint, if the 
Charge of the Canonization be not an Obfta- 

E 3 cle. 
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M * 

cle, that the Society may not think worth 
their while to break through. 

‘I AM thinking (aifum’d another grave 

* Lady, finding the former had done) that 

* after all there is nothing fo pernicious to a 
4 Woman , as any Inclination at all to a Man, 

* Tis vifible to me, that Tarqninia ow’d the 

* Lofs of her Triumph for all the Viftories 
6 gain’d over the Sex to her Dotage on Hofta- 
'fio. For had £he delay’d her Flight ’till her 
‘ Hulband had been undeceiv’d about her For- 

1 tune, it is more than probable, that her 
‘ Hulband would for the Sake of his own Re- 
4 putation have fmother’d the Difappointment, 

* and given her Time by her fine Arts to have 
‘ made him her Slave; or he would certainly 
‘ have hang’d himfelf on the Defeat of his 
‘ avaricious Hopes. For we frequently find 
‘ the Difappointments in Avarice, as fatal, as 
4 thofe inLove,and then file would at leaft have 
1 had an Opportunity of fecuring good Part of 
1 his Wealth 5 and of extending her Prowefs 
4 to more of the Sex. But her Dotage on 

* Hojlajio at once put an End to her Life, and 
4 her Glory. Let me, therefore, advife you, 
e young Ladies, never to value Mankind, but 
4 as they contribute to your Interett, or your 
4 Pleafure, both which will be heighten’d by 
4 Variety mbre, than by fixing your Thought^ 
f upon One, 

9 • 


THIS 
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THIS pious Harangue finijtid the Tattle of 
thefe reverend Ladies , and had I bad Hands 
I jhould have blefsd my felf from the whole 
Sex, hut efpecially from Widows, whom I have 
ever tyice look'd upon , as the Crocodile, the 
Hyaena, the Scylla, and Charibdis of thofe 
ftnbdppy Men, who venture out into the fiormy, 
and rocky Seas of Matrimony 5 and I have e- 
ver fmce put it into my Litany, from Widows 
and deadly Sin, good Lord deliver me. 

THE Hours growing late, but not their 
Tongues weary, they took their Leaves' of 

the Lady of the Houfe, who had all the 
while given them patient Hearing, without 
interrupting their Difcourfe by either Story, 
or Remark. As far as I could difcover through 
all my Canine Travels, I could never find a 
Woman free from the Influence of fome violent 
Paflion, which govern’d her Adions. If fhe 
was not amorous (which fome few may not 
be) Ihe was cruel, revengeful, avaricious, fur 
perftitious, proud, vain, or the like. Thus 
the Conftitution 01 the Lady of the Houfe was 
not fo prone to Love, as moft of her Sex $ but 
then fee was cruel, implacable, jealous, and 

revengeful, as will plainly appear from the 
Sequel of her Story. 
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m ♦ 

* 

The Attempt of Father Ignatio, a Jljibrf, to 
ravijb Ren ate, Fantafio’r Miflrefs, muT hotv 
he deliver'd her in the Minute of Difrefs, 
The tragical Jealoufy , and Avarice of Re¬ 
bate, with her mutthering her Huff and Jur 
iio’j Sifier in a barbarous Manner , poy- 
foning her Hufband , the Doctor^ that help'd 
her to the Foyfon , and his Wife, &c. with 
her terrible Punifhtnent on the Difcovery . 


T HE Victors were no fooner retir’d, 

but the Veil was thrown off, and dis¬ 
cover d a Face, if not the fineft that ever 
was feen, yet, adorn’d with thofe Charms, 
that might juftify a Flame in any Beholder. 
There was however fomething fullen in her 
Countenance, and a Promife of that Violence 
of Temper in Jealoufy, and Revenge, of 
which 1 was afterwards an uneafy Spe&a- 
tor. The Veil being off, I could not find, 
that her imaginary Grief had left any Foot- 
Reps in her Face, where ail was ferene, and 
eafy, 

* • - ^ ♦ 

SHE almoft ftumbled over me before! me 
faw me ^ but then hot a little pleas’d with 
the accidental Treafure (for Women have 

a lira nee Inclination to Dogs) taking me in 

* 
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her Lap Ihe exprefs’d her Satisfaction in my 
Beauty and Figure, which fliew’d me to be 
a Dog of no mean Confideration. She caus’d 
me, according to my Wiihes, to be plentifully 
fed with the belt Viduals in the Houfe, and 
the cleared: Beveridge her Servants could get. 
Having fatisfy’d the importuning Defires of my 
Appetite, I pay’d my Acknowledgments by the 
licking her Hands, and Face, and frilking my 
Tail, and all Manner of Dog-like Expreffions 
of Gratitude 3 a Vertue fpmething peculiar to 
that Animal 3 and which I found my felf fo 
much partake of, that I from that Moment 
took an inviolable Love for my, Miftrefs, and 
Benefadrefs. She pleas’d with my Fondnefs, 
to make my Quarters the more agreeable took 
me to her own Bed, and lodg’d me in her 
own fnowy Bofom 3 where the Charms were 
fo ftrong, as to make me wilh, that Biancha 
had transform’d me in to fome Shape more pror 
portion’d to my amorous Defires, 

THE Morning being come, the fair Re¬ 
nats rofe like a Venue from her Bed of Snow, 
difcovering a Skin more white, and Beauties 
fufficient to charm another Mars. Soon, af¬ 
ter ihe was up, her Maid brought her Word, 
that Father lgnatio was below, and defir’d 
to fpeak with her. The Father (by his 
Coat) was a privileg’d Man, and was ad- 
putted without thofe Formalities, that had 

been 
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been obferv’d to the Ladies the Night be¬ 
fore. 

DINNER not yet being ready, the good 
Father was unwilling to lofe this Opportu¬ 
nity of being alone with her in her Bed* 
Chamber. Being therefore fate down by her, 
he addrefs’d himfelf to her in a moft Cava¬ 
lier Manner 5 protefted, that he had been 
long in Love with her before her Hufband 
dy cl; who being fo near a Relation, and fo 
great a Friend to the Order, he had with a 
great deal of Difficulty curb’d his Inclinations: 
But that fince her Widowhood the Flame 
was grown fo ftrong, that it could only be 
quench’d in her Arms, which Ihe might per¬ 
mit, now fhe was Miftrefs of herfelf with¬ 
out Injury to any one; that fhe had no Rea- 
fon to be averfe to Pleafure, when in his Cha¬ 
racter fhe was fecure of her Reputation, with 
which Advantage fhe might continue the In¬ 
trigue, as long as fhe pleas’d. 

•* m 0 

r * 

♦ # 

SHE feem’d extreamly furpriz’d at the 
impudent Declaration, and Addrefs, and be¬ 
gan to move towards the next Room, for Fear 
the Place, and his Luft fhould infpire fome 
Rudenefs, which fhe was not willing to ex¬ 
perience. But he flopp’d her by Force throw¬ 
ing his Arms about her, and embracing her 
with all the Ardour of eager Defire ; he 
drew her by Degrees Rill nearer the Bed, 

not 
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not without much ftruggling on her Side 3 but 
finding him too ftrong for her, fhe defir’d a 
Parley, demanded her Liberty in difpofing 
of herfelf, with lefs Guilt, and Impiety, than 
by proffituting herfelf to a Church-man, who 
had made a folemn Vow of Chaftity. 

THIS was talking to the Seas, and Winds, 

his Appetite was too ftrong to admit of a 
Repulfe. But to calm her Scruples, and as 
far as polfible to comply with her Defire, he 
gave her a few- Minutes Refpite to hear his 
Juftification. But to fecure her from Flight 
he plac’d her in his Lap, and himfelf on the 
Bed-fide, with his Arms faft lock’d about her 
Wafte. 

t 

% 

‘WERE theAftion (faidhe) Iperfiftto 

‘ commit an Evil, yet you might commit the 

* Deed without Fear , fince you fhould foon 

* receive an eafy Abfolution for the agreeable 
‘ Tranfgreffion 3 for Manana , and Suarez , 

* and the greateft Doctors of our Order agree, 

* that you may do Evil, that Good may come 
‘ of it. But where the Ill is in this I can- 

* not conceive: We are both {ingle Perfons, 
‘ and at our own Difpofe in the Pleafures, 
‘ and Actions of the Body. But the Good 
‘ you would do, in a gentle Compliance, is 
‘ manifeft as the Sun, by eafing the Pangs of 
‘ an unhappy Paffion, that takes up all my 
4 Thoughts, and renders me unfit for all the 

‘ Functions 

♦ 

% 
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* Fundions of ray Order. The Gooff being 
4 thus plain, and the Evil fo uncertain, and 
6 fo eafiiy redrefs’d if real, I can by no Means 
4 difcover any Shadow of Pretence for your 
4 Scruples. All human Adions are in them- 
4 felves indifferent , and only receive the Marks 
4 of Good. , or Evil from the End they are di- 
4 reeled to. This is evident from the Scri- 
4 ptures, and tile Pradice of our holy Church. 

4 Murder was a Merit in . Judith and Jael, , 

* tho’ attended with an inhofpitable Treache- 
4 ry. Revenge was Piety in the Brothers of 
4 Dinah. Diflimulation, or in plain Terms a 
4 Lye was Prudence in Abraham , Davids and 
4 St. Paul. Thus Theft in the Children of 
4 Ifrael before their Departure out of ALgypt 5 
4 becaufe all done for the greater Glory of God 
4 in the. Service, and Support of his Church, 

4 his People,- or his Prieits. Thus tho’ every 
4 Man has a natural Right to Liberty in his 
4 Conference, yet the Church has eftablififid an 
4 Inquifitionto deftroy that natural Right, be- 
4 caufe it would be detrimental to the Church, 
4 the main Pillars of which are our Order 5 
4 which makes every Thing, that is done for 
4 the Pleafure or Service of that , or any 
4 Member of it not only highly innocent, 
4 but meritorious. Thus all, that is given to 
4 us is turn’d into fine Churches, magnificent 
4 Altars, and an Abundance of learned Men. 
4 And when the Fide Devotes of our Order 
i oblige us in this, or any other Way, all is 

. « 7 ' 4 -, -1 

4 done 


- 
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done with that Decency, Decorum, and 
good Manners, that Scandal can never 1 en- 
fue to either Party. For we are. reafonably 
indulg’d the private Gratification of human 
Frailties, provided we avoid the ‘ Scandal, 
which alone is the Crime in all Affairs of 
this Nature. For how in Reafon can the 
Thing it felf be a Crime, to which Nature, 
and theCaufe of Nature has annex’d fuch a 

Pleafure ? 


‘ THEN throwing her down, — refift no 
1 more (continu’d he) in vain, for if. you 
* ftrike me you are excommunicated, an Evil 
‘ far greater, than what ydu pretend to avoid 5 
‘ and all other Struggling will but heighten 
‘ the Pleafure of tlie rapturous Vi&ory. ; 

* 1. . ’ j - A ' * ’ * * ; - .. r 

% - % 

THE Lady unmov’d by all his prophane 

and .impious Sophiftry, not only7ft niggled 
with him with all her Force, and Strength, 
but fcratch’d his Face, and beat him with 
her lovely. Hands with all her weak' Power 5 
but as often, as file endeavour’d to cry out 
he fmother’d her Voice with Rifles, and had 
now fo far vanquifh’d her, that her Strength 
being fpent, her Refiftance was weak, and' he 
alraoft in the guilty Polfeflion of a Happinefs, 
which file could fcarce any longer with-hold 
from his Violence. ■ 
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I PITY’D ray Lady, and was in full In¬ 
dignation at the Prieft, but in my. prefent 
State knew not how to bring her Relief. To 
call the Servants was impoflible, I wanted 
Means to convey my Complaint, as well as 
Time. But taking the only Courfe Necehity 
had left me, I exerted ray Force, and before 
he was abfolute Mailer of his Wilhes, I leap’d 
at the Calves of his Legs, and fix’d ray Teeth 
fo eagerly in them, that I hung down by 
them, ’till the Pain made him ftart from the 
Rape, and fo give Liberty to ray Miftrefs to 
run immediately into the next Room. Un- 
fatisfy’d with preventing the Mifchief, I was 
bent on a proportionable Revenge $ for as foon 
as he turn’d about on the Affault I feiz’d on 
a more tender, and dangerous Part, not with¬ 
out the defir’d Effect, having left the Irapref- 
iion of my Teeth, where it could not be fo 
eafily, and fecretly cur’d. The Agony of the 
Pain, and the Danger of the Wound, made 
the good Father hurry away without much 
Excufe to the Lady for the infolent Attempt. 
Order was given never more to admit either 
him, or any one of his Order into the Houfe ; 
while I was carefs’d in her yet trembling 
Arms, with no fmall Satisfaftion, as her won-. 

derfiff Deliverer. , 

* 

THIS unhappy Catallrophe of the good 
Father’s Amour, alarm’d the Society with Fears 
of fome publick Difcourfe. They, therefore, 

with 
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with much ado, and by the Means of a Favou¬ 
rite Maid ( for in Naples the Jefnits have a 
mighty Power over all Servants; they obtain’d 
Admiflion for a reverend, grave old Father of 
the Order, who pretended to come from Igna- 
tio to beg her Pardon, without which he could 
not die, as he fuddenly expe&ed, in Safety 
and Peace ^ defiring her, in his Name, to im¬ 
pute the Loofenefs of his Arguments to the 
blind Prevalence of his wicked Paffion, of which 
heferioufly, and in. Floods of Tears had now 
repented. To this were added many other In¬ 
nuendo’s, that Regard was to bp had to the Or¬ 
der, which ought not to be condemn’d for the 
Folly, or Vice of any particular Member, and 
was too eminent really to fuffer by the Tongue 
of any one Lady; that want of Silence in the 
Misfortune of the Penitent would redound 
more to her Difadvantage, than his. 

THE fair Renate was indeed too bigotted 
to the Order, to retain any Refentment againft 
the Father on fo plaufible a Submiffion, and 
Acknowledgment of his Error, which was fa¬ 
cilitated by the natural Pride of the Sex, in 
finding fo extraordinary an Effeft of her Beau¬ 
ty, as to pervert the Religious themfelyes. 
For tho’ a Woman like not the Man, fhe never 
is really angry at the Paffion^ or can long re¬ 
tain an Averfion to him for its moft violent and 

impudent Efforts. 

* 

* 

JHO’ 
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THO’ this Lady was not naturally amo¬ 
rous, yet when flie took an Affeftion to any* 
Particular, it feerii d, by the Event to be very 
unruly, and fubjeft to rife up to firong, and 
dangerous Jealoufies. It happen’d, that Julio 
the Son of Guido Imperials was recommended to 
her for a Hufband, and was introduced with fo 
much Advantage; that he in a little Time pre¬ 
vail’d on her Heart, and over her Liberty } if 
I may fay fo of her marrying a Man, who left 
her not only Miftrefs of her own A&ions, but 
even of his. But his Fondnefs, and Indulgence 
was fo far from hindering his unfortunate End, 
that they furnifh’d the Means of her implaca¬ 
ble Revenge, and all thofe Murders, that en- 
fu’d, ’till they brought her to an ignominious 
Fate. 


T O give a true Narrative of the Matter, it 
is necelfary, that I go back to the Family of 


her Hufband 



indeed 


happy Occafion of thefe Tragedies 


> ‘ 


GUIDO , theFatherof Julio hvc Hufband, 
was a Man of an obftinate Temper, and of no 
Principles of-Religion, or Humanity. His Af¬ 
fairs call’d him away to Spain when his Lady 
was big with Child} but having a mortal Aver- 
fion to Female Children he order’d her, if fhe 
brought forth a Girl, to fend it away far from 
that Country, if fhe could not deftroy it with 
Convenience, and Safety. He lay’d this In- 

jun&ion 
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jun&ion with fuch Earneftnefs, and fo many 
Imprecations, that his Wife was too much a- 
fraid of his Anger not tef obey , him in fomeMea- 
fure. For being deliver’d of a Daughter, fhe 
fent her to an. old Tenant of her Mothers, gi¬ 
ving the Child in Charge to her with fufficient 
to maintain it ’till a farther Opportunity. On 
her Hufband’s Return to prevent his Enquiry 
fhe told him, that fhe had indeed brought forth 
a Daughter, but that it dy’d in a Week, and 
Was bury’d in the Pariih-Church, where fhe 
had indeed taken Care, that a Coffin fhould be 
bury’d as if it had really contain’d a dead In¬ 
fants 


THE Yearspaffing over, file Was flow ar¬ 
riv’d to a marriagable Age, and a very large 
Share of Innocence, and Beauty. But the Mo¬ 
ther unable to marry her according to her 
Birth, fhe was oblig’d to impart the Secret to 
her Son. He knowing his Father’s implacable 
Temper took Care to conceal it, and covering 
ovet the Piety of a Son, and the Love of a Bro¬ 
ther, with the Pretence of meer Charity he takes 
his Sifter Home as an Orphan without Father, 


or Mother $ and at laft out of his own Pocket 
gave her a Fortune, and marries her to a parti¬ 
cular Friend of his own. 


BUT tho’ all this was perform’d with fhe 
ut’moft Holinefs, and Piety, yet it could* not 
efcape the malevolent Afpeft of Fortune; by 

F W ho’fe 
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whole accurfed Influence an unlucky and fatal 
Jealoufy invaded the peaceful Maniion of the 
innocent Julio. The Secret .of that Tender- 

nefs, and Intimacy betwixt Julio , and her be¬ 
ing unknown to his Wife, it gave Rife to her 

fufpecting her as the Rival of her Bed, and 
that being fix’d in her Imagination, it was no 
Wonder, that a Woman of fo-impetuous a 
Temper fliould iirft hate her, and then con¬ 
trive her Ruin in thofe Snares, her Revenge had 
lay’d for her Life; which Ihe effected in this 


Manner. 


» 


HAVING ftollen her Huiband’s Signet, 
lhe retires to a little Villa that ihe had about 
half a Mile from Naples $ and thence immedi¬ 
ately Tent to her fufpeffed Rival, a Servant too 
faithful tohisMiftrefs, and deferving no Reward 
for a Fidelity fo criminal. This Servant was to 
tel! her, "that Julio being gone to his Villa de- 
iir’d her Company without any one with her. 
That there might be no Scruple to hinder her 
going, he gave her the Signet, his Miftrefs 
had ftoilen from his Mailer, which added 
Force, and Faith to his Words. She paying a 
juft Deference to her Brother’s Commands, 
went to the Villa alone, as file fuppos’d, that 
her Brother had order’d her. 


BE TNG thus betray’d into a Snare fo un¬ 
expected, the furious Wife commands' her to 
be ftripp’d, and whipp’d in a cruel and barba^ 

rous 


■ 
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rous Manner j tho’ fhe all' the while cryd 1 out, 

that flie was his own Sifter, 'and therefore there 

* ♦ 

wa$ no juft Ground of a Jealbufy fo enraged, as 

file exprefs’d. But file incredulous of all fhe 
could fay, as if a common;, or lame Ex'cufe, 
thruft a burning Spit up her Body, and fo % 
expir'd* A Barbarity fo inhuman gave' me ah 
Aver lion to my Miftrefs, and made me with for 
a lucky Opportunity of efcaping the Roufe of 


Wickednefs in Extream* 


/ii-.. ■ 

* K *.1 ' 


>- 


I ' •- 


'• * 


THE Huflband' coming by Chance into'the 

Villa, found his unhappy Sifter thus wretched¬ 
ly dying by the Hands of a Woman, he lov’d 
more, than Life; and whom he could not ac- 
cufe, tho 3 Juftice, and Reafon fo loudly cafl’d 
on him for Revenge. In this Agony he fell in¬ 
to a Feaver, ; and unable to remove,he there took 
his Bed y while his Sifter was by his guilty Wife 
privately bury’d. . . 


I * 


THE Wife pretending Sorrow for her fatal 
Miftake was afliduous at his Bed, and that' no¬ 
thing might be wanting advis’d a Phyficiam 
Butfhe having nowpafs’d the Boundaries ofVer- 
tue, and enter’d the horrid Confines of Mur- 
ther, rhought herfelf not fafe bt.it by commit¬ 
ting new. She had therefore taken Care to 
poyfon theServant,who only was Witnefs of her 
Crime 5 and now had made an Agreement with 
a Doftor of a fcandalous Principle, tho’ tolera¬ 
ble Reputation, for a thoufand Crowns to bring 

F 2 fuch 
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fuch a Potion, as fliould certainly, and fpeedily 
carry him out of the World. Thefe Matters 
being thus agreed,: the Phyfician pretends, that 

nothing would recover him but a Noflrum of his 

own, which he prepar’d with his own Hands. 
The Family being now prefent, with fome 
Friends, and Relations, as the Doftor was juft 
going to give the Patient the Dofe before agreed 
on, the bold audacious Woman, that fhe might 
remove the Witnefs of her Guilt, and fave th'e 
Money fhe had agreed to give him for his im¬ 
pious Service, flopping the Cup before all the 
Company deliver’d herfelf in this Manner.- 

t s 

ft 

* My deareft Hu {band (faid fhe) fhall not 
‘ drink of this Potion, ’till you have drank a 
‘ good Share of it your felf, for how elfe flipuld 

* I know, whether it may not be a Poifon in- 

‘ ftead ©f a Cordial. It can be no Offence to 

* * 

‘ you. Sir, fo good, and fo learn’d a Man, as 
c you are, if a religious and loving Wife fol- 
‘ licitous about the Health of her Hulband, ex- 
* ercife a neeeffary Caution in Times fo aban- 
c dond. 


THE Phyfician perfedly furpriz’d it the 
Impudence of the Woman, and fearing any Con¬ 
cern fliould betray it felf in his Countenance* 
having no Time to confider,and left any Thought 
by his trembling fliould difcover his Guilt, took 
^hearty Draught of the Potion 5 and after him 

made no Scruple to take off the reft.. The 

Dodo?' 
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Do dor would on this have made hafte Home 
to have taken an Antidote to expel the Venom, 
but the Lady was too. accompl idl’d in her Im¬ 
piety to do Mifchief by Halves, and, therefore, 
would not let him ftir from her, pretending that 
he Ihould ftay, and fee the Operation of his 
Medicine; but being tir’d with jiis.Tears, and 
afraid of his Threats of difcovering all, if flie 
kept him any longer, (he let him depart. 


B U T the Poifon by this Tims having feiz’d 

on his Vitals, fcarce drawing his Legs after him 
in a dy ing Condition he reach’d his own Houfe, 
having fcarce fo much Life left, as to tell his 
Wife what had been done, and to give her his 
Order to demand of the Lady of Imperiale the 
Reward of this double Death of her Hufband,and 
himfelf; and thus over-reach’d this worthy Phy- 
fician went out ©f the World in a Vehicle .of his 
own preparing. Julio foon had the fame Fate, 
expiring in the Arms, and in the mid’ft of the 
falfe Sighs, and Tears of his treacherous Wife. 

9 

I 

• \ 

* l 

• - 

THE Mourning for the Dead being now pret¬ 
ty well over,the Doftor’s Wife comes for the Re¬ 
ward for the Death of both their Hufbands. The 
Lady always of a Piece,and like her felf, putting 
on a friendly Countenance made no Scruple of 
alluring her of the promis’d Reward, and provi¬ 
ded fhe could help her to fome more of that Por 
tion to compleat the Bu(inefs,lhe had but begun, 
die would double the Money. The Doftors WL 

F 3 



daw; won by the Lady’s canning Arts, and ho¬ 
ping to ingratiate herfelf with a Lady of her 
Wealth and Intereft, runs Home with all Speed, 
and brings her the whole Box of Poifon. Impe¬ 
rials having got thefe Materials, and Means of 
greater Mifchiefs, ftretch’d out her bloody Hands 
as far as Providence would fuffer them to reach, 

•. - • ■ l . 

* T * • 1 

*-•*!•»* • . 

SHE had a little Daughter-iu-Law, who by 
the Law would inherit her Hufband’s Eftate, 
Which on her Death was fettled on her. The mir 
fortunate Child was then at Home with her,and 
not yet remov’d by her Father’s Relations, but 
thus defencelefs expos’d to the Fury of an ava¬ 
ricious Woman, who had now thrown off alj 
Thoughts of Heaven or Hell, or any Thing that 

Rood betwixt her, and her covetous Defires. 

0 

4 

/ 

0 

TQ exceed all cruel Mothers, as file had al¬ 
ready all barbarous Wives, fhe went on in the 
fame hellilh Track (he had enter’d. Having in¬ 
vited the Doftors Widow to Dinner, with a 
Promife of paying her her Money, fhe poifon’d 
both-'her-and her Daughter with the fameDofe. 
The ^Strength of the Poifon immediately de- 
ftroy’d the tender little Creature, but the Phyfi- 
datfsLady held it out fometbing longer, yet 
feeling the Shock of her Spirits, and,finding 
foitte Symptoms which confirm’d her Sufpicion 
of what was done, taking her Leave of the La¬ 
dy, {fie goes immediately to the Houfe of the 
judge, and chief Civil Ma gift rate, where by de- 


Book IV. ( 87 .)' Chap, VI. 

^ ~ ~ ^~* ** *’’ - - T • > 1 ‘ «. .7 L 1 

daring file had a itrange Difeovery to make* (he 
foon got Admiflion to his Brefencey and haying 
told the whole Hiftory of the bloody Deeds of 
my Lady, Ihe fell down with a great Groan at 
the Magiftrate’s Feet, and driving yet. to fay 
more (lie expir'd in the very Ad of Speaking. 
The Magiftrate not fuffering this Matter to lye 
negleded, immediately feizes her, and her Ser¬ 
vants, and. foon by the Queftion difcover’d all 
her Villainy, and condemn’d -her to a Punilh- 
ment in fome Proportion to her Crime, being to 
be broke on the Wheel, and there left without 
the Coup de Grace. 

4 THIS Lady confirm’d my Relief, that Wo 

4 men are not vertuous for Vertue’s Sake, but 
4 Ihuna Vice, they take noPleafure in, for the 
4 Purfuit of that, to which they are peculiarly 
4 devoted. Thus Ihe could well refill the Af- 
4 faults of Father Ignat to 5 but not thofe of Re- 
4 venge, and Avarice , to which the Sullennefs 
4 of her Temper more naturally led her. But 

4 fince neither Woman nor Man can be exempt 

5 from criminal Paflions, thofe I Ihould mod 
4 efteem, and think even more innocent, whofe 
f Paflions were lefs injurious, and lefs bloody 5 
4 and which bring none of thefe doleful Ca- 
4 taftrophes, to which the cruel hnperiale was 
f thus betray’d. 

r 4 + 

1 * 

\ 

THE Jefuits made a double Ufe of this fad 
Event, underhand prefling on her Execution, and 

F 4 openly 
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openly carefling her 'till fhe came to the Wheel. 
By which they got of her to pray her Soul out 
of Purgatory iothe Jewels, and Bonds, which fhe 
had fav’d from the Seizure of the State. I muft 
needs fay, my Lady retain’d to her laft a mighty 
Kindnefs for me, and with alraoft her laft Breath 
^recommended the Care of me to the holy Fa¬ 
thers. By which Means I then became a Mem¬ 
ber of the College of Jefuits , where the Pro¬ 
vincial himfelf at that Time refidecj. ' ' 

- . i • : \ v •, 
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Of FantafioV being carry d into the Jefuits Col¬ 
lege, and.what Difcovenes he made there. Of 
ablind Girl kept in Father F rancifco’j Chamber. 
The invetlive' of an old Sodom itick Father a- 

gainfl Women. '■ The Story of the Philofopher 
Seen ndus, and his own Mother , Sic. Father 
Francifcob Defence of the Fair Sex. 


I CONFESS I was under no little Apprehen¬ 
sion of my Life in the Hands of thofe Men, 
who were Brethren of the good Father Ignatio , 
whofe frifking I had fo valaroufiy defeated and 
punifli’d : Not doubting but thofe, who had fo 
little Regard to Humanity in their Refentments 
againft their Enemies of their own Kind, would 
have no Commiferation oil am impudent Dog, 
that had not only fpoil’d a good Father’s Recrea¬ 
tion fpr the prefent, but in all Probability put 

him 

% 


him paft the like Sports for the future, and per¬ 
haps into the Hazard of his Life. But trufting 
to the uncommon Beauty, which Biancba had 
given me, and the greater Deference, I might 
hope, the good Fathers might pay to a Dog, than 
a Man, I Submitted to be carry’d in the Arms of 
the Jefuit to his College, having feen my laft 
Miftrefs all bruis’d, and broken to Fieces be- 
fore we retir’d. 


I WAS pretty well comforted, when I found. 
I was to enter another College of the Society^ 
and not the Refidence of good Father Ignaiio 3 
where I found either no Knowledge, or elfe a to¬ 
tal Oblivion of the Adventure. TheFather foon 

carry cl me up to his Chambers, where I found a 
pretty young Girl in a Novice’s Habit, but per- 
fe&ly blind, and as ignprant of the Place of her 
Abode, as of Colours. 


THIS Girl it feems had been a Beggar about 
the Streets,and expos’d to fuch Hardfhips of Ne- 
ceflity, which her Face did not merit, tho’ it 
wanted thofeLights of Beauty the Eyes. .Father 
Francifco my prefeht Mailer, had artfully con¬ 
triv’d the Matter fo, as to pick her up in the 
Night, and by round about Ways convey’d hey 
into his College, and up to his Chamber with¬ 
out her knowing where fhe was. Her Condition 
was much alter’d for the better ^ {he - had good 

Food, and Wine, and the good Father’s foft 
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verty, and Want, and the hard‘Lodging of the 
open Streets, and the nervelefs Careffes of an 
half-ftarv’d Beggar. 

# 

& 

♦ 

HOW long Ihe had been there I can’t tel], 
having never heard them mention any Thing of 
the Matter ; but I found it had been long e- 
nough for the Jefuit to have gotten her with 
Child 5 and being at a Nonplus what to do - in 
this Matter, he refolv’d to confult with a Bro¬ 
ther in Iniquity, in a Door or two of his own 
Chamber, to take his Advicafor his Conduct in 
this ticklilh Affair, 

FRANCISCO had no fooner open’d his 

Cafe, but the old Fellow (whofe Chamber we 
were in) very gravely rebuk’d him for a Fatly 

fo uncautious, in rifquing the Reputation of his 
College in fo filly an Adventure. Francifco foon 
fatisfy’d him, that file was blind, and knew not 
where Ihe was, and that the only difficult Point, 
on which he recurr’d to his Advice, was to 
know how he Ihould convey her away without 
a Difcovery, fince it was not very likely, that 
file would be willing to return to her former 
Condition, efpecially with the Addition of a 
Baftard within her. 

• . - 

• « ■ 
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‘THOU Fool (faid the old Fellow) what 
‘ Need hadft thou of all this Hazard > Tis true 
4 we eat well, and drink well, and have a good 
‘ Air, Appetite, and Digeftion, and therefore it 

4 is 
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‘ is but natural to have fome Inclinations, that 
4 are not eafily remov’d, without fome adequate 
4 Relief. But have we not many pretty young 
6 Novices of our Order, as charming as Bathyl- 
4 his , Alexis, Hylas , or Ganymede himfelf, obe- 
4 dient to thy Will, and fequacious of your 

* Touch ? A Pleafure, Francifco , heighten’d by 
4 the Secrefy , and Freedom from Scandal , 

* which, in the meer Frailties of Life, is the 
4 principal Part of the Guilt. 


4 I HAVE no manner of Gufto (interrupted 

• Father Francifco ) of that Sort of Amour 3 
4 Nature fram’d foft, delicate Woman for the 

4 Satisfaction, as well as Caufe of our Defires. 

4 And how little foever you admit Religion into 
4 'the Controverfy (which I know is like an A- 
4 pothecary’s Medicines for our Patients, call’d 
4 Penitents , not for our felves) yet Nature that 

■ has difcover’d fo much Wifdom in the Forma-. 

& 

4 . tion of all Things, and in its adapting each to 
4 its proper Ufe,ought certainly to fway in thefe 
4 nearer Endearments of Pleafure and Love, by 
f which (he preferves that Species, which fhe 
f had made. 


4 NO more of that Folly (faid the other, 
4 taking him up very warmly) name not Woman 
4 to me, I hate her 3 where Folly and Imperti- 
*■ nence mix’d, makeup the Feaft, what Man of 
4 Senfe can have any Appetite? 
f I would not converfe wholly 

4 or 


in my neaiures 
with the Body, 
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c or owe them intirely to that 3 I would have 

* forae Senfe to raife and heighten my Gufio y 

* which a Fool muft always rebate. But let 
‘ me give thee a fraall Sketch of that filly Sex, 

‘ and then fee whether they are the proper Obr 
‘ jeds of the Paflion of a Man of Letters. 

* m 

Againjl Women. 

% 

♦ 

IGNORANCE is their univerfal Charade- 

rift ick, 'and feems fix’d on them by Nature it 
felf 3 for when any one of them aims at get¬ 
ting above the common Level, and is ( for the 
foolifh Experiment of their Parents) admitted 
to fomething of Letters, Ihe finds them like 
flrongWine to a weak Head, for they intoxicate 
the poor Creatures in fo wild a Manner, that 
their Impertinence is fo far from being cur’d by 
their Learning , that it is heighten’d. It is hard 
to find one of the pretended learned Women of 
Antiquity,whofe Follies,and Vices were norad¬ 
vanc’d by their Twilight of Knowledge. If they 
have any Wit (that is Pertnefs and Repartee) 
it is but the Bawd to their Pleafures, andProfti- 
tution 5 or a Plague to all they converfe with 3 
Tis fo overpois’d with Affetlation , and Vanity 3 
that a Fool, that would be but fiient is far the 
more defirable Companion. 

d 

BUT then take the Grofs , the whole Rabble 
of the Sex, and all their Thoughts, like a 
Fripppry-Shop, are full of nothing elfe but 

Ribbons, 


t 
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Ribbons, or Cloath, of Dreffes, and Modes 5 of 
Scandal and Calumny ^ Luft, Pride, Avarice 5 
dear Intimacies for Moments, and Enmities for 
Ages. 

BY a ufeful Hypocrify they throw behind 

the Curtain the Filth, and Uncleannefs of the 

% 

Sex, and bring on the Stage the falfe Appearance 
of Neatnefs, heighten’d with all the Advantages 

of artificial Beauty, which furpizes the- unguar¬ 
ded Hearts of their fond Adorers $ who muft de- 
fpife the Idols, they worihip, could they but fee 
them in their natural State of Naftinefs, in 
Iheir Chambers,and Beds,unaflifted by the Mil¬ 
liner, the Taylor,'the Perfumer, the Pomatum, 
the Red, and White, and the reft of the Female 
Armory, whence they borrow the Darts, that 
render them fo formidable. There is nothing, 
that a Woman would not do to accoinplilh 
her faladous Defires, nor any Thing fo abfurd, 
which file would not endeavour to force on 
your Credulity either to conceal her Guilt, or 

promote her Plealures. . .' 

• » 

► . % 

7 ~ 4 

No Mean in Things their furious Temper knows 5, 
With Rage their Love , with Rage their Hate 
difclofe . 

* 

* ^ 

IF (he finds any Coxcomb’s Heart really en¬ 
gag’d by her imaginary Charms, • the grows 
vain and proud of the Conqueft, which (he pre¬ 
tends not to know,- ihe has obtain’d 5 with an 
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infolent Pride of Cruelty-avowing an Incredu¬ 
lity in her Lover’s Paffion, at the fame Time, 
that it would be an unfpeakable Mortification 
to her to fufpeft its Reality; As if all Women 
were Circes they all love to transform their 
Vaifals into fawning Dogs, or bearing Afies, 
that they may the- more paffively bear the in¬ 
tolerable jilting of a Sex, fond of Empire, and 
incapable of diffinguifhing betwixt Worth, and 
Pretence, or ever preferr’d the firft to the 
laft. 

. TO fix her Dominion over that Fool, whom 

* * ^9 

file appears to difdain, Ihe puts on the Vizor 
of Severity, and Modefty, calling her Eyes 
with a bafhful Blufh on the Ground when Ihe 
fpeaks, or is fpoke to, as Virgil has itj*— With 

down-cajl Eyes few Words Jbe fpeaks —-- 

as if Ihe never had known the Pleafures of a 
guilty Amour $ and yet fets off her Face, and 
expofes her Bofom to fafcinate the Eyes of her 
Lover, or. to fpread her Conqueft farther, than 
a Angle Adorer: Replenifh'd with the Cunning 
of the Fox, Ihe governs by an affefted Simpli¬ 
city. 

1 1 

i 

THESE are the Arms, Weapons, and Ar¬ 
rows of Woman-kind. They have the Piety of 
the Crocodile, wheedling their Lovers with 
their falfe-Tears into a Deftrudion^they can¬ 
not efcape, if they fuffer them to prevail. But 

Mantuan 



Mantuan gives you a lively Defer ipt ion of the 

Sex in thefe few Lines. 


If with ajfe&ed Gravity fie frowns, 

Her awkard Air the AffeBation owns. 

If Gaiety, and good Humour fmooth her Brow, 

A thoughtlefs Lightnefs all her Motions fiow ; 

Lewdnefs flares boldly through her gloating Eyes, 
And Whores oonfefsd in wanton Raileries. 

If we furvey loer juflly, we fiall find 
Strange Contradictions fighting in her Mind. 

She weeps , fie laughs, is tame, mad, fearful, bold 5 
Will, and will not, a Grizel, or a Scold. 

Various , inc enfant, rambling, babling , vain ^ 
Imperious, full of Threats, and fond of Gain. 
Outragious, double-tongu'd, inur'd to Lies, 

Yet credulous of all the Legend Fooleries. . 

She's bloody, and rapacious, yet profufe, ;: 
Envious of others, hates, yet loves Abufe. ■,yf 
Impatient, fill complaining, lazy, proud, 

A maudling Drunkard, always rafi, and loud. 
Like Afps a deadly Poifon darts her Tongue, 
Weak in her Faith, in Superfition fir ong. 

By her the Palate’s nicely under flood, 

A very Brawn in difimg out her Food. 

Her fackend Nerves a lifelefs Sloth enjoy, 

While wanton Dalliances her Thoughts e?nploy. 
Her Beauty's her Religion, all her Care , 

That brings, her to theChurch,and not the Pray r. 
Her Heaven is to be thought divmely Fair. 
Tenacious of her Anger, and her Hate, 

For fure Revenge a proper Time fie'll wait. 

Faiihlefs, 



* 
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Faitblefs, ingrateful , impotent of Will, 

Cruel , litigious , 

Jfer Crimesjbe murmurs in a tragick Tone : 
She’ll laugh at Friendship , and all Ties difotm . 
To her own Iiit'reft file is fill conjin’d i 
For that file'll fawn , flatter , way kind. 

Fantaflick Rumors through the Crowd jhe fpreadsj 
Always to one , yZ?^ adds a thoufand Heads. 

From Mole-hills file a Mountain can produce , 
turn the ghdflly Fantom to her Ufe. 

Inventive of Deceit , for that file's made 
Fit only for that ignominious Trade f &c.‘ 

I 

% 

BATTISTA Maiituaniis in thfcfe Verfes 
paints the ferviie Sex in lively Colours. Nof 

is there any Thing more cruel,- and barba¬ 
rous than Woman, a proud, and infolent Genera¬ 
tion, lofty beyond Bounds, Meafure, or Reafon^ 
Regardlefs of rhe Limits of Right, and Wrong , 
and always pleas’d with the Extreams. All 
they do, is done with a precipitate Ralhnefs, 
and earned: Intenfenefs, er Obilinacy of De¬ 
fire. Woman is either flothful, and fluggifli 
in Excefs, or violently adive and hafty :S1 ig 
is always Winter intractably cold, or Mid- 
fummer intolerably hot, or April dill varying 
in her Temper, as Virgil has it. 

Womans a various , and a changeful Thing. 

* 


THO* 


THO Woman be in her Nature the very- 1 
eft Coreard of the Creation, yet nothing- can 
be more Bold when caught in a Fault, aS if 
from Guilt lhe deriv’d her Courtage, as Veil 
aS Anger. Plautus calls her a Sea, that de¬ 
vours what ever you .give her ^ fie is never fa* 
tisffd , or fays fie has enough. Every Mem- 1 
ber of Woman has aft rang Relifli of Avarice, 
Rapine, Treachery, Gluttony, or Luxury, 
making Meli, by their Witchcrafts, degene- 


Beafts 


faid 


been the fitjl difcoverer of Sin , fo {he has ever 
fince proved the perpetual Fewel of Evil* 
Which made Ofigen call Woman the-Head of 


Sin \ the Weap 

ruption of the 


of the Devil-j and the Cor* 
1 Law. They have had the 


Art, and their Wickednefs has been'' of fo 
ftrong an Infection, that thofe, Who have fe- 
fifted, and have beet! proof againft all other 


Evils, could not efcap 


Whence fpfting 


the ten years Wat of Troy but from Helen ? 
Whence the Expulfion of the Roman Kings, 
but from the Pride and Cruelty of Tullia? 
Who betray’d the fecret of Sampfoth ftrength, 


but Dalila 


l 


Rebecca deceiv’d her Hufband 


UUL xsitiuuw sr ucluv u. x AiaiuaiivA m 

Hippodamia her Father^ Deianira deftroy’d 
Hercules by her Gift, whom all the Labours 
of Juno coyild not overcome ^ Scylla betray’d 
her own Fathet j Brifeis drew Achilles out of 
the Field ^ and Eve all Mankind out of Bara* 
dife. 

WHO 


G 
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^ <i ■■■!■■■ 1 ■ «— » ■ ■ ■ ■■ . 1 fc — 

WHO can be fafe from Womans fatal Wile j. 
That have betray'd Adam, Samfon, Lot, 

David and Solomon? 

A WOMAN is all Deftru&ion, and Poifon • 

Ihe Burns with her Eyes , and Inflames with 
a Touch: Her Hands are Birdlime^ or, like the 
Blood of NeJJ'us , fair to the view, but deftru- 
ciive to feel: Her Eyes are Baflisks , and Kill 
by a diftant Infection. By Nature file’s an 
Unclean Animal, but adventitious Cleannefs 

w 

ihe acquires by Art, as Mantuan exprefles it. 

- w + * 

' fc 

_ 

HER Daily wants jhe fill prepares by Night , 
To make the Unclean Animal Fair by Light j 
Baths and Pomatums , Powder , Patches , Paint y 
To Cure , or to Conceal the native Taint: 

All o'er Deceit , and Art , all Player , jhe 

Is ne'er alas! the thing jhe feems to be. 

Her Council , and her Majler is the Glafs , 
■Where all her Wife Debates and Confults pafs . 
Here 'tis fie learns her each peculiar Grace , 
And every Air , that fie would give her Face . 
By This fie's taught her Bofom to advance y 
And how to cafl the mofl alluring Glance. 

By this fie learns to form th' inviting Smile , 
And the becoming Laugh , tho' full of Guile. 

By this fie learns her Mien , and every Motion , 

To draw her Bubles to her curs'd Devotion. 

” ► 

Why thus their naked Breafs do they difplay y 
Only to throw Temptations in our way ? 


To 
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fo Belle, Jo Gay, and Engaging but when they 
have got their Cullies to the Tavern, they are 
’for Devouring the Nicefl and Dedrefl Difbes 
they can get. But then, when you find 'em at 
■Home, the nafty Sence is too Fldufeous to draw, 
■butyet fuch as is of ufe for a Toung Man to 
■know. If you are in Love with her, and let her 
know it,you are certainly undone. 

% 4 

# 

AND thus Pnrmeno fays, in the Eunuch, to 
■Phadria, In the Love of Woman there are 
Truces, and War, but uncertain Peace. But 

^ 4 

not to Dwell on the SoUicitudes, Cares, Fears, 
Jealoufies, and Difquiets , which make up your 
Aitiour with that Sex, I fliall conclude with 
the Story of Secundus the Philofopher. 

THE Philofopher Secundus flouriifh'd at 
Athens, in the Time of ' the Emperour Adrian, 
and was of the Pythagorick SeB. Having 
■often heard front his Mafter, during the courfe 
of his Studies, That all Women were Whores, 
being ?mv come to Mans Eflate, adorn'd with 
all the Enfigns of a Philofopher, as a Staff, a 
Scrip,/? Long Beard, and Long H^ir, he return'd 
zn that Equipage to his own Country,, and his 
Father being Dead, unknown to the Family he 
came to his Mothers Hotife, aitdwas willing to 
make the Experiment of theWifl^pf sContinence, 
and whether the Imputation he^ad: heard fo of¬ 
ten given the Sex by his Maftlm were true or 
not.- He therefore Negotiates' with me of. her 

Maids , 


V 
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his Mother’s Death, impos’d on himfelf a perr 
petual Silencp. 

SOMETIME after this the Emperour 

Adrian came to Athens on purpofe to fee, and 
fpeak with this Philofopher. Having Saluted 
him with a peculiar Deference and Refped, he 

defired him to Difcourfe on fome Head that 

• \ 

was worthy his Hearing and Learning. But 
the Philofopher con’d not be mov’d from his 
Refoiution of Silence, either by Threats, or 
Torments, but in Obftinate Silence, expeded 
Death it felf. Adrian admiring; his Conftancv 

* ■ • O j 

ordered him fome Tablets, on which he Ihou’d 

Write the Law and Reafon of his Silence ^ fay¬ 
ing, If you will not fpeak to me, let your Hand 
fpeak your fafety with your Pei\. 

ON this Secundus Wrote down this Sen¬ 
tence, I fear theenot, 0 Adrian, becaufe thou 
art, the Prince of this Time nor was I ever 
afraid of thy Threats , or thy PuniJImients. It is 
true , you may kill the Body , or infill many Blows 
upon it •, but what then! For tho > you are now 
the 1110(1 Powerful Idol of the World, you have 
not Power ftjfcient to compel me to fpeak accor¬ 
ding to your P leaf ire againf my own Will 


* 

A DP. I AH was pleas’d with his Reply, and 
told him he had very well:clear’d himfelf, and 
delir’d him therefore to anfwer him fome Que- 
Ttions, which he did. But among the reft the 

** + - A • ■ - * I 4 vJ ‘ - % ... r 
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tn^erour 
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i m ■ 1 1 ' — * ‘ ~ m ■■ ■■ 11 ^^ 

Emperour ask’d What was W 0 MA N? And 
Secundus having a perfect Knowledge of that 
Sex, gave him this Anfwer. -- 

WOMAN is ManV Confnfion ^ an insati¬ 
able Beajl ^ a continual Sollicitnde •, the Impe- 
dement of Man *, the Ship-wreck of the Inconti¬ 
nent \ the Veffhl of Adultery a Pernicious Wtair¬ 
fare *, the Worfl of Animals the Heaviefl of 
Burthens •, the Incnreable Afp • the Humane 
Captivity , in whom Beauty was the Vanquijher ^ 
the Fortune of a little time \ a Fading Flower ^ 
a Carnal Felicity j an Jncompofit Bufinefs , <$Cc. 

S 0 that it is no common Lot to have a 
Good Wife, and it is much Happyer to Bury 
than Marry a Wife. A Woman has no Notion, 
or Tafte of any thing that is not unlawful. 
There is no Evil fo near and dangerous, as a 
Woman. The Sea, Fire , and a Woman are three 
Evils, fays the Greek Monoftick \ and fo I leave 
you to a review of the Cafe whether this be a 
Creature worthy the faflion of a Man of 
Letters. 


I CO N F E S S (faid Francifco after the Zea¬ 
lous Son of Sodom had done) the Follies and Vices 
of the Sex are not much lefs numerous, and 
extended than you have made them; but then, 
on the other fide, we (hou’d confider the Follies 
and Vices of our own Sex ^ and when we view 
both with an Impartial Eye, we ihali find their 


G 4 


Bulk 


v 
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Bulk much of a fize.: As, therefore, there are 
few Men worthy the Friendihip of a Man of 
Senfe and Letters.j fo there are few Women 
worthv their Love. And that there are fuch 

9 

I know by Experience, not only in France 
where their Liberty is greater, but ev’n i n Italy 
it felf,whofe fine and diftinguiihing Wits prov’d 
their Beauties of Mind equal to thofe of their 
Body,.agreeing in fuch an Harmony of Excel¬ 
lence, that he muft have a jarring Soul indeed 
that is not touch’d With the Melody. 

BUT were all your Inveftive, as Univer- 
fally true as you wou’d make it, yet Fature 
has better fitted them for thefe Pleafures, than 
your Faufeous Alexes , or Bathylli , which, 
without any thought of Religion , of which I 
Lave been Cured by my Study of our Maxims, 
are moft Clocking to me. Future, for this End, 
has iavifhly bellow’d all her Favours on jthe 

Sex \ flie has given them Tendernefe, Softnefs 

of Bodv, and Sweetnefs of Voice, and fuch a 

J J 

fecret Power of Beauty, that, like Harmony , pe¬ 
netrates the Soul, and makes the Heart dance 
to the motion of her Eyes ^ her Hands, and the 
very heaving of her Bofom, By Woman Future 
Propagates Mankind, 'which elfe muft perilh 
4 n an Age, contrary to the Univerfal Bent 
and Defire of Mankind, againft which yqur- 

Pleafures directly Rebel, 

< 

• « 

AS for your Rational Conversation, and 

Sublime 



* 



Sublime Contemplations^they .all vanilh in the 

Reign of Impatient Defire\ and in _the Ihort 

Epilepfie of Enjoyment the Mind has fo little 
to do, that the Senfe and Wit of the 0bje8 is 
the lead: thing we can confider. The Body is 
all, that is then engag’d, and all that is required 
to the height of the Pleafure. 


WELL, well, (interruptedthe OWPathi- 
que) every Man in his Humour. The mat¬ 
ter we have now in Debate, is to remove the 
Obloquy , your Folly nry bring upon our Order, 
My Advice is, therefore, That having given 
her a Dofe of Opium , you have her convey’d 
far enough from our Cqlledge.' 


ft * 

s A 

THAT is, indeed, a hard, but a neceflarv 


Leifon to Expofe my Child to the hardlhip of a 
Beggar's Condition. I have likewife a Salvo for 
that, reply’d the other, which fhall turn to the 

Honour of our Society . Knowing where you lay 
her, I and another of our Order {hall come by in 
the Morning, and finding her, Examine and Ca-> 
techife her for her Tranfgreffion, and then feem 
out of Chanty to have her difpos’d to a place 
more convenient for her Condition, where the 
Child may be preferv’d and brought up by our- 
Order •, and this will get us a Reputation of 
Piety and Charity ufefnl to our Ends, 






V * 
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CHAP, VIII. 

Of fotne Vmvs, Morals , Poetical MaxiniSy and 
Secret Miseries of the JefuitV Order. 

F RANCISCO was juft going to anfwer 

when the Provincial came in, and put an 
end to the Conference j and feeing me in 
his Arms, was fo taken with my Beauty, that 
he begg’d me of the Father to make a Prefent 
of me to Donna Tberefa , the Niece of the Car¬ 
dinal Contelmiy then at Rome, and who having a 
very great Influence over the Cardinal, a pre¬ 
fent fo peculiar might byafs her in the Fa¬ 
vour of a Negotiation he was juft ready to go 
about. The good Father Francifco eafily yiel¬ 
ded me up to Confiderations of fuch Moment, 
as the Intreft pf their Order. 

I 

*• • 

. THE perfonal Vices of the Jefnits (which 
I obferv ? d during my ftay among them) are of 
too Naufeousa kind to dwell on, or to oefcribe. 
I Ihall therefore only fay, That the good old 
father, who argu’d with Francifco fo zealoufly 
againft Womankind, had abundance of Difci- 
ciples in this Pious Fraternity ^ by whofe 
Maxims the Intention of any the moft crimi¬ 
nal Actions makes them Good, or Evil, and fo 

. f . ' ,* , J _ . “ / 

leaves them indifferent in theipfelvesy and 
ftnee one of them is, That the Opinion of any 
One Learned Doctor is fufficient to fix a Pro¬ 
bability on the falfeft, and nioft abfurd Dot 

toe 
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ftrine, that is, they are eafily fecure in what 
ever they do. By this means, no doubt, they 
found a Tranquility in their Confidences in 
the midft of all thefe Unnatural Vices, which 
otherwife they muft certainly have wanted, if, 
at leaft, it can be properly faid. That a Jefuit 
has any Confcience at alj, having long tince 
deftroy’d all the Foundations of Religion and 
Morality, 


NOT but that we muft own. That there 

* • / 

are fame among them of a very good Life, and- 
full of all that blind Zeal of a Miftaken Opi¬ 
nion, which is generally the off-fpring of Igno¬ 
rance. But to fet this in a true Light, I muft 
give you an account of what I have difcover’d 
from the Provincials Difcourfes with the 

‘ - s 

Heads of all thefe five Colleges at Naples : 
The fum of which will be found in as few; 

words as poflible, from the following Political 
Maxims of their Order, by $hich they have 
ot not only the Maftery, and Rule of all 
Naples, but fo great a Revenue, fuch immenfe 
Riches, and fo vaft a Power and Int’reft in air 
moft all parts of the Chriftian World. For 

JL » 

tho* the Fryars have five times the number of 

Convents, and the Carmelites many more, than 
the Jefiiits , yet the Jefuits have far the grea- 
teft Sway, and Intereft in the particular pri¬ 
vate Families of that City. For they are, a$ 
it were, the only Offices of Intelligence, and 

cftfpofe of all the Servants, in Naples^ and by 

that 
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that means, have a diligent and faithful Spy 
dr two in every Houfe, bv whom they know 
"ow to attack them for their own Advantage^ 


THE Arts and Means of this Order of arl- 
ving at thefe Riches, and Power, which they 
now poffefs, have been many, and intricate, of 
which the few I have difcover’d I fhall commu¬ 
nicate to you. 


THEY are always to have Refpeft to thefe 
Allowing Qualifications in the Perfons whom 
they admit to their Order. He muft either 
be Rich, which brings Money into their Bank, 
from whence they draw one of the chief fup- 
ports of their Power and Grandure: Or He 
oft be a truly, thoroughly, believing, credu¬ 
lous Bigot, who Knows little, and Thinks lefs, 
and is wholly poffefs’d with their Legendary 
Worihip and Religion. Thefe fcatter’d up and 


down, and fet off to the belt advantage, which 
they are too cunning and fagacious to negleft, 
give them the Pretence tp, and the Reputation 
of Holynefs and Piety, For tho’ they will not 
allow any Faults or Opinions of particular 
Members, or particular Bodies ,of their Society 
to Reflect on, or include the Whole, yet they 
will have the imaginary Perfections of a Few 
Sanftify the Whole Body. Or elfe he muft be 
a Perfon of a promifing Genius for Learning 
and Study, by which they get the Reputation 

of Learning: Or he muff dSfcove* a Cunning, 

and 




ANOTHER Obfervation which! made 

here, was. That befides the three' Vo\Vs Com¬ 
mon to other Orders, the Jefints- had three 
more peculiar to themfelves. : Poverty, Cha% 
flity , and Obedience all Regulars take.; The 
Jefuits befides Vow a peculiar : Zeal for the 
promotion of their Orders Iritereft, and Grafii 
dure, and this they all take.' AftertHey have 
been 6f fome. years :ftandingi ithbfe, 'who* hy 
the Heads, are thought fit and qualiy’d, take 
another Oath, by which they are let into fome 
Secrets of Management, and Principle, un¬ 
known to the Reft. But there is a third Oath, 


or Vow, to be taken, to which very few are 
admitted but fuch as are, or are defigned to be 
Heads,' arid Managers the Orddr, when the 

whole Miftery of Iniquity is reveal’d. But 
this is never done, but to fuch, whom they 
have fufficiently experienc’d, and who are fafe 
in the Bribes they enjoy by this-mean^uf 
nefit, , Rower , and Truft, againft any manner of 
fear of a Difcovery, by which they rauft lofc 
Advantages they could no otherwif&obtain. 

X- - '* — 
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• I SAW one admitted to this Laft Secret of 
the Order, but as if they were ev’n affraid of 
the prefence of a Dogg, or it be the rule of 
their Maxims, the whole Ceremony was not 
only perform’d in a fort of Murmuring Whif- 
: per^ but in a Language, or Gibberifh, they 
only underftood. 

. I WAS heartily tir’d with tills Seminary 
of Hell, but finding, that the Provincial was 
immediately going for Rome, being extreamly 
•defirous of feeing my Old Miftrefs Donna 
Tberefa , and in fo lecure a Difguife be a 

Witnefs of her A&ions, and the Cardinal’s 

Refentment, I did not endeavour at an Efcape, 
with which my Horror for the Place wou'd 
certainly elfe have infpir’d me. 



r * * 

j . - 






















































































































































Book V. ( lit ) Ghajjivl; 

—^ g t - - ^ _ 

Funeral of my OH Prated refs Camilla , juft 
carrying to be laid by the fide of her Unfortu¬ 
nate Husband Baldinotti, Betray’d by his too 
Generous Credulity in a Falfe Friend, and 
Secret Rival, to the lofs of Love and Life at 
once. A Fate fo furprizingly Unfortunate, and 
a Revenge fo juftlv Cruel, I am perfwaded will 
not be unacceptable to you, I ffiall therefore 
relate it to you juft as it was delivered to the 
provincial at Fundi. 


. YOU- may remember the former part of 
Camilla's Story, her delivery from the Banditti 
by the Stratagem of her Beloved Baldinotti , and 
their inter-Marriage on her Return to Fundi, 
where I' was oblig’d to leave them on theffDaV 
of their Nuptials, the happieft of Mortals m ail 
appearance, mutually Loving, and being Be¬ 
loved, all Difficulties vahquiffied, and the Ex¬ 
tent of both their Defires moft Fortunately 

Obtain’d, being in Pofleffion of each other, with 
a flowing Fortune, and the Love and Efteetn 
of the whole Country where they dwelt,which 
is the Sum of all Human Happinefs: The beft 
Grounded of which is no Proof agamft the 
Treachery -and Villany of a Wicked Man, as 
Camilla and Baldinotti are too lamentable an 

. * r - . " 

Example. 

* 

IN Taracina, the Arixiir of the Atttients, 

and the Capital of the Volfcians , and yet an 
Epifcopal City, lived a Young Nobleman of the 

- - Firft 
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firft Quality of the Place: A Youth of great 
Activity of Perfon, a good Rider, and very 

Rich ^ but entirely fur render’d up to Whores, 
Luxury, and Wine, and Eminent, round the 
Country, for his daily Debauches : His diflo- 
lute Life had brought into his Acquaintance 
Men of as dilfolute Principles, and fuch as 
might be Minifters of his Pleafure, and Re¬ 
venge without Scruple ^ for his Hands, tho* 
Young, were riot Innocent of Humane Gore: 
His Name was Torquato, of the Family of the 
Dukes of Atri: As this Was really his Cha- 
raBer, fo it was his Reputation and Fame all 

cound the Country. 

TORQUATO , as Debauch’d, as he was, 
and as much devote to the Pleafures of Who- 
ting and Drinking , was however touch’d with 
the Virtue, Mode fly. Wit , and Beauty of Ca¬ 
milla, in fo fenfible a manner, that, defpair- 
ing of gaining his Defires by Corrupting her 
Integrity, he made his Applications to her Pa¬ 
rents and her felf, with that Zeal and Vio- 
lence to obtain her in Marriage , that if his 
Manners had not been fo infamous and fo 
known, his Quality and Perfonal Merits mrift 
have fucceeded. But now, tho’ his Eflate 

and Birth were far more confiderable, than 
thofe of any other Pretenders, yet the Parents 
had fuch Regard to the Happinefs of their 
Daughter, and (he fuch a Senfe of Virtue, arid 

H her 



BUT Love, when it has once got Poffef- 
fion of the Heart is not eafily driven out by 
our firmed Refolutions, and Endeavours, 
much lefs when it finds fuch a DiiTolution of 
Manners, that there is not the lead effort 
made towards the Libertv, that is wanted. 

J ' m 

Thus Torquato, who had no Sentiments of 
Virtue, and only like other Men of Quality 
Meafur’d things, as they were Serviceable to 
his own Will, was fo far from trying to 
{mother a Succefslefs Paffion in its Rife, or 
removing the Obdacles to its Succefs, by a 
jud Reformation of his Life \ that he wholly 
employ’d himfelf in indulging the Thoughts 
of Camilla's PerfeBions, and how he might 
compafs the Enjoying her, and the DHappoint- 

ment of his Rival by means how Wicked and 

Cruel foever he cared not. 

- • • 

A 

THUS the good Baldinotti, being Blefs’d 

with the Poffeffion of the Charming Camilla, 
the Profligate Torquato employ’d all his 

Thoughts how yet to compafs the Embraces 

of a Lady, whofe Happinefs was inconfident 
with his Defires. 

* 

* 

THE Dav that file was deliver’d from the 

J m 

Hands of the Robbers, by the Cunning and 
Virtue of her Husband: Torquato mingled 

himfelf 
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himfelf with Croud of thofe Friends, who 
came to Congratulate hen Enlargement $ con¬ 
cealing his real Sentiments, with a falfe Joy in 
a very particular manner wifh’d her and her 
Husband a long and happy Life, and abun¬ 
dance of Children, as if in that he plac’d his 
chief fatisfadion. Tho’ his Company was not 
the moft defireable in that Place, yet in re¬ 
gard to his Quality, and high Birth, he was 
receiv’d into the Houfe among the principal 
Guefts, difguifing his mifchievous Defigns un¬ 
der a plaufible outfide, and under the fpecious 
Name of Friend belying the fecret Rival. 

BY frequent Converfation, and a ftrong 
piffimiilation, he had infinuated himfelf 
into the Friendflhip of the good Baldinott 
in Confidence of which was a Commerce too 
dangerous for Torquato to Enjoy, fince the 
more he faw the Objed of his unlawful 
Defires, the more Perfedions he found in her, 
and by confequence long’d for the Pleafures 

fhe ccfu’d impart with greater Impetuofity. 
For Love , who in his firft approaches to the 
Heart, like fome Deliverers, and pretended 

Patriots, promifes only fleafure and eafie Joy, 

whofe gentle Emotions fhall Tranfport, not 

Rack the Mind, when he is fix’d in his Domi¬ 
nion by Cuftom, and fomented, and encrea- 
fed by the ftrong FeWel of a nearer and con- 
ftant Acquaintance with the Caufe, rages like 

H 2 a 
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a Tyrant, with immoderate Heat, and ravages 
and burns up the Heart of his VaiTal. 

TORQUATO , in fliort, had long confi- 

der’d with himfelf how he (hou’d gain an op¬ 
portunity of a private and unwitnefs’d Inter¬ 
view and Difcourfe with Camilla , but found 
every day the difficult encreafe by the Mul¬ 
tiplicity’- of Servants, his want of Intereft 
among them, and the extream Caution of the 
Lady’s own Referv’dnefs. He was fatisfy’d, 
and plainly difcover’d. That it wou’d be in 
vain to attempt the breach of fuch firm Bands 
of Love, which every day grew more ftrong, 
and indiifolvable. But tho* he cou’d not com- 
pafs his Pernicious Aims, and Defpair’d of 
being ever able to pervert the conftant Af¬ 
fection betwixt them, yet impell’d by the 
ftubbora Bent of his Pailion, he flill purfu’d 
his Defign as if ftili in his Power. 

THAT which at firft view feems difficult 
and not to be obtain’d, Love , every Day more 
fortify’d and robuft, makes appear eafie to 
be accomplifli’d. Give Ear, and iiflen with 
Attention to the curfed Events, the Fury of 
'Lufl will hurry a Man, that fubmits entirely 
to its fway. 

\ 

^ * 

. BALD IN0TTI takes with, him one day, 
Torquato a Hunting in the Chafe of the Wild 
Bealls, if we may call the Wild Roe by fuch 

Name. 
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Name. For Camilla wou’d not let her dear 
Husband venture jhe Purfuit of thofe, that 
were Arm’d either with Tufks or Horns. The 
Hounds being come to a little Hill obfcur’d 
with the gloomy ihades of the fpreading 
Boughs' they were all uncoupled, and fet. at 
the Avenues, while knowing their Difcipline 
they divided themfelves, and began to open at 
firlt with a fort of murmuring Noife, but the 
fignal being given, they fill all the Valleys 
and Groves with their deep Mouth’d founds, 
i n which was a fort of terrible Harmony on¬ 
ly known by the Huntfmen. 

% 

N 0 Sbe-Goat , or Wild-Roe , or the Trem¬ 
bling Doe , of the Mildejl of all thefe forts the 
Hinde was roufed by them, but inftead of fo 
harmlefs a Game out rulhes a large and terri¬ 
ble Boar, a Bealt feidom feen in thofe Parts * 
Fat and Bulky, Arm’d with a thick Skin, all 
over Deform’d with fhaggv Hair, frightful 
Briftles erefted Itrait upright on his Back, 
his Mouth foaming, and grinding his Oblique 
Tusks with a fatal Noife ^ his fierce minaci¬ 
ous Eyes darting gloomy Fires like flafiies of 
Lightning. 

ON the firlt Qn-fet he rends to pieces the 
molt forward and boldelt of the Dogs, that 
durli venture to fall on him in the Toils •, 
then breaking thro’ the Nets that were laid 
for him, he flies away from the Hunters , A.ll 

{I i the 



the Servants, who were not us’d to this 
rough, and dangerous Chafe, and being then 
wholly unarm’d, and unprepar’d for the Sport 
fled fome one way, and fome another, hiding 
themfelves in the Trees,- and the Bullies moft 
put of the way. 


BUT Torquato believing he had now got 
an opportune Time and Place for the Villany 
he long had defign’d, in the following man¬ 
ner rous’d Baldinotti to fall into the Ruin he 
had laid. What fltall we too he like thefe fer¬ 
tile Creatures, our Vajfals, faid he, vanquijh'd 
hy our Fears, and jland Trembling here, while 
we lofe fo noble and uncommon a Quarry j? No, 
VO, let us to Horfe } take you we Hunting 
Spear, and I this Javelin immediately with¬ 
out any farther delay : They Vault into their 
Sadies, and putting Spurs to their Horfes 
purfue the formidable Beaft, with the utmoft 
Eagemefs and Defire, The Beaft not forget- 
ful.ofits Genuine Vigour, returns the Vio¬ 
lence they offer with all the Fire of its Na-r 
five Ferocity. 


BALDINOTTI was the firft thataffault- 
ed him with a Manly and Vigorous blow 
with his Spear, on his Back, But the Trea¬ 
cherous Torquato , inftead of feconding his 
Friend, and wounding the Beaft with his 
Javelin, cuts off the Hind-feet of Baldinotti *s 
Horfe j who being thus wounded-Tumbles 


down Backward^ and with the Fall throws his 
Matter to the Ground. The Boar immediate- 

* f 

ly attacks him while he ftrives to get up, arid 
with his-deadly Tusks firtt tears his Cloaths, 
and then his Body with many a Wound. 
The Bloody Torquato was not Satisfied with 
this Danger and Diftrefs, into which he had 
brought him •, but while Baklbwtti, was en¬ 
deavouring to Guard his Legs from the. pref- 
fing Wild Beaft, and imploring his Affiftance, 
he thruft him into the Thigh with the lefs 
fear, believing that the Javelin wou’d not be 
diftinguiffi’d from the Tusk's of the Boar. 
Baldinotti , now unable to revenge himfelf on 
the Beaft, or the more favage Torquato , gave 
up the Ghoft *, while he with an Addrefs of 
which he was Matter, at one blow finifli’d 
the Chafe in the Death of the Boar. 


A 

■ THE Servants cou’d not diftinguiffi the 
Combate, or know more of the matter, than 
afterwards appear’d to them, when Tdrquato 
fummon’d them out of their lurking Holes to 
fee the miferable Sight. Tho’ one of them 

that was neareft had fome fufpicion of the 
falfe Play, yet the Power of Torquato was 
too great to be attack’d with one Witnefs,' and 


on Grounds not fufficiently evident. They 
all came with - the utmoft Concern to the 

, : . t - * 

Dead Body of the Bett of Matters, and with 
ail imfeign’d Grief bewail’d his Misfortune. 
TqfqwiO) tho’ fufficiently pleas’d with the 


w 

st 
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Deftru&ion of his Rival, knew it to he con¬ 
trary to his Intereft, and further Defigns to 
difcover fo invidious a Joy. Wherefore Dif- 

guifing his fecret fatisfaftion in the moft art- 
hil Grief in the World, a&ed the Part of true 
Mourner, and real Friend, tho* in all his Sor¬ 
row he cou’d not force one Tear from his 
falfe Eyes •, in all things elfe conforming him- 
felf to the lad Condition of the Company, he 
bely’d the Beaft with his own Barbarity. 

THE ill News foon fpread it felf to the 
Houfe of Baldinotti , and Wounded the tender 
Ears of his moft unhappy Wife, who, as foon 
as lhe heard the terrible Account, like one 
ftruck xvith the wildeft Frenzy in Nature, 
flew out, undrefs’d as lhe was, into the Street, 
and thence took her courfe into the Fields, 
diftra&ediy exclaiming on the too Miferable 
Chance of her Husband • Sorrowful Troops 
of Matrons and Virgins , as to a Publick Lofs, 
attend her with one Confederate Grief ^ nay, 
the whole City of Fundi empty’d it Tejf to 
view and deplore the Woful Spectacle, 


CAMILLA flying to the Body pf her 
dearly Beloved Hulband on all the Wings of 
Love and Dejpair , falls down in a Swoon up¬ 
on it, and was juft on the point of giving up 
that Life to his Cruel Fate, which Lav? had 


made entirely his •, with much ado,; and a 
great deal of Reluctance in her;, lhe was by 
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the Care of her Servants recover’d to Life, 
and forc’d from the Violence of Sorrow, which 
fprung from her Ardent Embraces of her Dead 

JLord. 

THE Body was attended to the Grave by 
all the People, and Torquato in the Funeral 
Pomp exclaim’d with Extravagant, and over 
a&ed Paffion, and tho’ at firft his dry Eyes 
couM not afford a Tear, yet now his Joys in 
his Imagination grew nearer, he cou’d fried a 
Deluge. The Hearfe being come to the Pa¬ 
ternal Monument, Tears, and Groans he thought 
not enough, but falling on the Coffin he call’d 
the Dead Baldinotti by all the endearing 
Names he cou’d think of, with thofe to dif- 
femble the Truth. He call’d him Companion , 
Brother , and Friend , and us’d fuch endearing 
Expreffions of his Lofs, as he thought wou’d 
render him more agreeable to Camilla. Some¬ 
times wou’d endeavour to hold her Charming 
Hands from beating her Beautiful Bofom, and 
try by all means to appeafe her Grief, and 
foften her Complaints , and rebate the edge of 
her Sorrow, fje endeavour’d to Comfort her 
from the Examples of the common and vari¬ 
ous Chances, to which Humane Life and Hap- 
pinefs were fubje&j aluding at the fame time, 
that her Fate, and caufe of her Grief was as 
Angular as the Objed of her Love \ that he 
' felt all the Pangs of anxious Concern for the 
Lqfs of his Friend, yet for his. fake, to whom 

her- 
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her Peace was always dear, he muft ftrive to 
leffen the Rage of a Fruitlefs Indulgence of 
Woe , that cou’d not better her Misfortunes. 
He ftrove, in Ihort, with all the Offices of a 
falfe Piety to be about Camilla , foolifhly thus 
Propagating his Odious and Baneful Love , by 
the Delight, which he found in being near 
her. 

THE Funeral Rites being over, Camilla 
endeavour’d to follow her Dead Husband with 
that calm Refolution, that fhe wou’d not 
make ufe of any Weapon fhe had in her Power 
to a fpeedy difpatch. She took her leave of 
the Light of the Sun, nor wou’d any more 
behold thofe chearful Rays, that had Lighted 
her Baldinotti to Dejlnt&ion, but confining 
herfelf to Perpetual Darknefs, fhe refus’d all 
manner of Food or Drmk, or the refreshing 
Repofe of her Bed • the Floor being her Couch, 
and Tears and Defpair what fhe Fed upon. 

♦ 

♦ 

BUT Torquato by the Obftinacy of his 
Endeavours with her Friends, and thofe with 
her Parents, drag’d her, as I may fay from 
this defparate Refolution for the Grave, to the 
ufe of Food, and the fufferance of Life. Tho* 
fhe was perfectly Obedient to her Parents ~ 
who Lov’d her as their Souls, had yet much 

ado to prevail o’er her Paffion fo far, as to 
Obey them in this • but at laft yielding to 
the "Religious Neceffity pf her Duty, fhe tin? 



derwent the Offices of that Life, which ihe 
hated, tho’ not with a pleafed, yet a calm, and 
ferene Countenance. 


BUT Grief prey’d on her Heart inceffimtr 
ly, while Ihe fpent whole Days, and whole 
Nights in her forrowful Defires. She plac’d 
the Pi&ure of her Hulband always before her, 
fo Feeding her Torments with her only Com- 

fort. 

% 

TORO AUTO was too impatient a Lover 
to wait tlie Decreafe of her Grief till the 
dayly Current of her Tears had wafh’d it away ^ 
and the Rage of her Wounded Mind, refided 
into a Calm, and Sorrow by its Age had worn 
it felf out. It was the Fate of his Guilt, that 
He cou’d not but give fome Light into the 
fecret Villanies of his Heart, that had not 
elfe, perhaps, been Jtnown, by his Impudence 
in attempting a Marriage , while Ihe was yet 
Weeping over her Dead Beloved Hulband, and 
Tearing her Garments , and Hair with the 
violence of a Grief of fo frefii a^Date. 


CAMILLA fo abhor’d,, and detefted the 

/ • 

impious Motion, that as ifftruck with a fud-r 
dain Blaft of Lightning Ihe funk down, in a 
Swoon. But being recovered, and Pathetically 
Chid by a Father and Mother, who lov’d her, 
and whom Ihe lov’d, fhc bore their Importu- 

•' • i l r s^t . . . . 1.- . .. r_— 


nity with lefs Concern, and 


Complaifance 
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Complaifance, fecretly refolving rather on a 
thoufand Deaths, than ever yielding to any 
kind Thought for Torquato j whofe fuddain, 
and troublefome Addrefs rais’d fome Scruples 
in her Mind about him in regard, that he was 
prefentat her Hufband’s Death, and came off 
without any harm ^ which argu’d his Guilt, or 
his Cowardice, both Obftacles unfurmountable 
to any Thoughts in his favour. But to gain 
time, and get rid of him for a while, fhe put 
him off till the Expiration of her time of 
decent Widowhood. 

IN the mean time, while Ihe interrupted 
the Silence of the Night with her forrowful 
Sighs, and Groans, Ihe beholds the Ghoft of 
her Hulband to lift up his dear, and well 
known Face, tho’ all over Deform’d with 
Wounds , and Blood, who thus Addreffefs liirn- 
felf to her. 

# 

A 

MT Dear , my Beloved Wife , I come to reveal 
that to you you cannot know perfectly from any 
Body elfe. If yet the Memory of me , and my 

Cruel Fate has not already cut the Knot of 

our mutual Love , hear me with Attention , and 
Belief. If you woiid Marry again j if a feconci 
Love can warm that Chafle Bqfom t you may with 
more Safety , and Juflice , Marry any one , than 
the Bloody and Falfe Torquato: Admit not him 
to thy Speech ^ fit not at the Table with him , 

vmh lefspermit him to approach thy Bed'• 
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fie my Murtherers Bloody Hand *, let not. 
Parricide be the detefled Omen to thy fecond 

Nuptials. Thofe Wounds , whofe Blood was 
waft'd off my Body by thy lovely Tears , are not 
all the Wounds of the Tnjks of the fatal Boar. 
Thofe were receiv'd from Curfed Torqnato’x 

Javelin, which Robb'a me of thee , and thee of 

& 

me. 

% 

IN fhort the trembling Camilla received 
from the Ghoft a full Account of all the Vil- 
lany of Torquato , and difappear’d. O’er-bur- 
then’d with excefs of Grief, and reclining her 
Face on the Pillow, fhe wafh’d it with her 
flowing Tears, and with a thoufand Sighs, 
renting her Shift fhe beat her Ivory Arms 
and Bofom. But keeping to herfelf this Dif- 
covery of the Ghoft, and entirely diflembling 
her Knowledge of the matter, fhe determin’d 
to punifh the foul AlTafftne, and then deliver 
herfelf from a Life full of Grief, and infupr 
portable Horror. However for fear this 
fhou’d be fome Illufion, fhe carefully examin’d 
every Servant, that was with her Beloved that 

Day ^ but of all of them cou’d hear nothing 

to the purpofe*, till finding by the Hefitation 
of One, that he knew more, than the reft, by 
Prayers and by Threats fhe got enougn to 
confirm her that what the Ghoft had told her 
was perfectly true. 


TORQUATO 
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_ 

foRQJJATO Improvidently eager after 
deteftable Pleafures, came again to affault the 
Ears of Camilla with a Proportion of Marriage, 
which were Seal’d up againft it. But fhe with 
more Gentlenefs, than formerly rejecting his 
Importunity, in this manner. As yet, faid fhe, 
the dear and beautiful AfpeB of your Friend ., 
and my mof dear Husband is full in my Eyes 5 
as yet the beauteous Baldinotti lies here in my 
Bofom. It xvoitd therefore be more Prudent in 
you to alloiv , to a Miferable Woman, a mecejfary 

time for her Legitimate Grief at leaf till the 
Months remaining fill up the Year of my Widow¬ 
hood *, which Requefi has not only an Eye to 
my Modefly , and Reputation , but to your Safety , 
and Happinefs , lef by the Immaturity of our 
Euptials , we provoke the fad Manes of the dead 
Baldinotti to do you a Mifchief. 

• m 

TORQUATO , unfatisfy’d with this Pro- 

mife of diftant Joys, preffes his Suit-with the 
utmoft Obftinacy, murmuring in the fofteft Ex- 
prefiion his Impatience of the leaft Delay •, till 
Camilla feeming 1 y overcome replies in this man¬ 
ner. This at leaf you mufi grant to my Intreaty 
Torquato, that our Embraces be Private , and 
unknown to every Body e'en of my own Family 
till the ref of the Tear be • over. Torquato was 
infinitely pleas’d with the charming Compli¬ 
ance, and the deluding Promife of the juftly 
Fallacious Young Lady and willingly agrees 
to the furtive Enjoyment, wifhing for the 

coming 


I 



TOR QTJAT0 was pleas’d with the kind 
Contrivance of the Scene of his feral Nuptials, 
void of anv Apprehenfion of Evil, and in a 
Tumult with the Expectation of fecret Joys, 
all his Complaint was of the tedioufnefs of 
the Day, and the Slownefs of the Night’s 

Approach. 

AS foon as the bright Sun had given place 

to the dusky Gloom of the Evening, and the 
Night was now advanced, at the appointed 
Minute he was receiv’d at the Poll: of the 

Aflignation at his Signal by the Nurfe *, and 
Conducted by her into a Chamber full of 
Hopes and Defires. The Old Woman fweet- 
ning him by her Lady’s Order, fteals out a 
Bottle of Wine, mix’d with a. Soporiferous 
Draught, often pufhing theGlafs, and excufipg 
her Miftreifes delay, as yet attending her Sick 

Parents, and fo eafily, and, without Sufpicion 
bury’d him in Sleep. 

HE 

♦ 
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H E being thus Defencelefs, and expos’d to 
all Injuries, being all along'on his Back, Ca¬ 
milla comes in, and invades him with a Mind 
full of Violence and Revenge *, and fitting her- 

felf on the Aflafline, fhe fpeaks in this manner. 

Behold (faid fhe) the faithful Companion of iny 
Husband ! See a wonder fid Adorer , and invi¬ 
ting Charm to Second Nuptials! This is that 

Hound , which fed my Blood ? This is that 
gloomy Ereaf which form'd fitch round-about 
Plots for my DeflruBion! Thefe Eyes to which 
I have with an evil Fate been pleafmg , are now 
an Omen under their prefent Darknefs to their 
future Condition of Punifment. Ref fecure, 
0 / Happy Man! Sleep on , and Dream of your 
prefent Fortune. I will not pierce thee with the 
Sword , or pointed Steely far be it from me to 
give thee the Honour of the fame Death with 
my Baldinotti. Thy Eyes now drown'd in Wine 
fall petif there , nor fait thou ever more be¬ 
hold any thing but in Dreams . Thou fait think 
the Death of thy Enemy afar greater Happinefs, 
than thy Life. For certain thou fait no more 
fee Light , nor fait thou have the Hand of a 
Friend , or Servant to lead thee ^ nor fait thou 
ever Contaminate Camilla with thy Impious 
Embracesnor fait thou enjoy thy promis'd 
Nuptials. Thou fait neither have the Relief 
of the Quiet of Death, nor be Joy fid in the 
Pleafure of Life. But thou fait wander a kind 
of Image or Ghojl betwixt Hell, and the Sun. 
Thou fait long feek the Hand that has put out 

thy 
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Tears to foften her Fury, which Camilla ob- 
ferving, (he fpoke to them in this manner.-- 

w 

CEASE jour Importunate Tears , give over 

your Lamentations, which are alien to my Ver- 
tue , and my Love ^ I have Reveng'd my J,'elf on 
the Cruel Bloody Murtherer Jtf my Husband ^ 
and novo the Defin'd time is come , when having 
no more Bufmefs on Earth , 1 Jboiid cut my way 
to ray dear Baldinotti. And having in a very 
few Words given them an Account of the 
Ghojhg and her after Difcovery, Ihe plung’d the 
Sword into her Bofom, and fell immediately 
on his Tomb, and murmuring fome imperfect 
Words, fent out her Mafculine Soul. 

9 

• • 

. J 

THEN her Friends taking up her Body, 
afterwards in a folemn Funeral united the 
Lovers , the Husband and Wife in one Tomb. 
When this Narration was making to the Pro¬ 
vincial, one came in and told us what became 
of Torquato. Who hearing an Account of all 
thefe Tranfaftions, being unable to render his 
Deftru&ion anfwerable to the prefent Slaugh¬ 
ter, which he had caus’d j and affuring,himfelf 
.that a Sword was not a fufficient Punifhment 

for fo villanous a Wickednefs, he was brought 

by his defire to the Sepulchre of the Lovers , 
and crying out, Behold 0! ye Vertuous Manes , 
;7 am here prefent a Voluntary Viftim to you who 
hatg me j and with all his Force he flew from 
•thpfe that held him, and dafh’d his Brains out 
ragaifift the Monument; THE 
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THE Company were extreamly mov’d at' 
the unhappy Fate of the two Lovers, but not 
enough fatisfy’d with the too hafty difmiffion 
of Torquato from a Life fo miferable as Qz- . 
mlla > s Tranfports had doom’d him to; For 
my part*, whether there be any thing more Sa- 
tyrical in a Canine Nature, or whether it was 
fomething, that was Congenial with nie, or 
that the Experience I had had of the general 
Vices, and Follies of the Sex I know not, X 
was tempted to,this Malicious_Refteclion, That 
if [there be fo much Impotence and ObftinUcy in 
the Very Ver tues of the Sex , what pall we think 
of their Vices. Camilla was a very uncommon 
Wife, but then file abandon’d her Reafon, and 
the Didates of Nature, when fhe gave hetfelf 
up to an Impotence of Sorrow, and fuffer’d 
herfelf to be led Captive by a Paffion which 

« m n i • -rv r\ * mi i. *r 


only cou’d end in Deftrudion. 


The beft I 


cou’d fay for her in my Thoughts was, that 
fhe was Mad. But in fpight of thefe Reflexi¬ 
ons I muft not forget the Epitaph I made oft 
the Memory of their Story, as Pathetick, as 
extraordinary ^ which tho’ it reach not the 
Dignity of the Subject I fhall venture to fet 


down. 


The EPITAPH. 


~ “ 4 

HER E lies a faithful Youth 7 and faithful 

[Maid, 

j By a falfe Friend to cruel Death hetra/d , 


I a 


One 




* • 
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CHAP 




CHAP. II. 

* 

FantafioV Journey with the Provincial from 
Fundi to Rome. , ; %The Adventure of the 


Coopers Wife. 


Their Arrival at Rome, 


and Vifit to the Cardinal and Therefa. 


T HE Provincial having Refted a few 

days at Fundi , hired a Lifter to pro¬ 
ceed on his Journey, but palling betwixt 
Taracina , and Fojfa nuova , by the Negligence 
of the Litter-Man , the Fore-Horfe ran again ft 


a Poft, which not only beat them both out of 
the way down the fide of a Bank, but fo brui- 
fed the Pole, that we were fain to ftay at, the 
Village where this happen’d till the Damage 
was repair’d. In the Fall I leap’d out of the Lit? 
ter, and ran as far from the Danger as pofiible, 
and too far for my Return to the Provincial, 
for I was immediately fnapt tip by poor Coopers 
Wife, who defign’d me a Prefen t to her Land¬ 
lady. So that running immediately home Hie 

Lock’d both herfelf and me up in her Room, 


where the waited the Rendezvous .of her 


Lover in her Hufband’s Abfence. 

* 
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He being that Morning gone early out to 
Work, flie had ftept out ‘ to give the Adulterer 
Notice of an Amorous Rendezvous , when Ihe 
found me in her way and carry’d me home-, 
where we had not been long but her Gallant 
arrives, Heals fecretly in, and foon puts in 

Execution the defign of his coming. 

* • 

• « • 

IN the midft of the Engagement, and con¬ 
trary to their Expectation, Home comes the 
poor Cuckold , and finding the Door fall, praifes 
in his Mind the Continence of his Wife ^ and 
with a Whittle gives her notice of his Return. 
The Wife a notable Houfewife in Affairs of 

this Nature, fet free her Lover from her ftritt 
Embraces, and hides him in a large Tub, that 

flood there half overwhelm’d, but empty. 
Then opening the Door, fhe greeted her Hus¬ 
band with this Juniper Lecture. ’ Tis very fine 
indeed! what are you now turn'd Gentleman , 
and faunter idly tip and down with your Hands 
in your Bofom , without, any Care or Concern , by 
your Labour to provide YiBuals , and Drink for 
your Family <? Whereas /, Wretch that I ant , 
mufi Work Flight and Day my Fingers to the 

Bone , and wear out the Vigour and Strength of 
my Nerves, only to keep, our Candle lighted , as 
they fay. How. much more happy is my Fleigh~ 
hour BaldoV Wife , Jhe enjoys her Pleafure , and 
Lovers , ev'ry Morning has a good Breakfafi , 

a,nd a Whet of good Wine. . ~ 

0 

THE 


I 



THE Wife ftarting a Subterfuge for her 
Roguery out of the Exigence of Affairs pre¬ 
tended to burft out into a ready Malicious 

Laughter, and faid- I’ve got in you indeed 

a Notable Headpiece , to take Care of me ! Ton 
are an admirable Fellow at a Bargain , to Sell 
that at the under Rate of five, which la Woman 
confin’d to my Honfe, have long fine e Sold for 
Seve Groats. The Husband overjoy’d at the 
Encreafe of the Price, demanded who it was, 
that had been fo good a Chapman. You Fool , 

faid fhe, why he has been all this while in the 
Tub examining it very nicely to fee whether 
there are any chinks , or holes in it. 


THE Spark in the Tub immediately took 
tHe Hint, ftarts up and fpeaks to hey in this 

I 4 ' manner. 

« 


manner,- This Tub, my good Dame, is too 

old , y?/// o/’ chinks • ray honefl 

Friendwhoderyou are (fays he to the Hus¬ 
band) wilt thou get me a Candle, rfwf cleaning 

it of the Dregs, and the'Dirt, I may fee what 
life can be made of it, unlefs you imagine , that 
I come very eafily by my Money. 

♦ 4 

THE poor honeft Cuckold , fuelling no¬ 
thing of the Matter, goes and Lights him a 
Candle, and coming to the Tub, fays, Stand 
you afide , my Friend, whilft I put, it in fit Or¬ 
der for you to take. Then pulling off his 
Coat, he gets into the Tub, and falls to fcra- 
ping off the Dregs, and the Filth of the Vef- 
fel. In the mean while the Cuckold-Maker , 
a notable Young Stripling, while the Wife- 
was holding the Candle to her Hufband,. and 
{looping to the Tub , very fairly attacks 
her Hind-Quarters, falling fecurely to. the 
Work. While the, like a true Whore , bam¬ 
boozl’d her Hufband ail the while, her Head 
being in the Tub with him, pointing fir ft to 
one place and then another to keep him em¬ 
ploy’d till now, the Work being fmifh’d on 
both fides, the poor wretched Cuckold- recei¬ 
ving his feven Groats, and taking up the Tub 
on his Shoulders was oblig’d to carry it to the 
Houfe of his Cuckold-Maker. 

t 

I W A S not a little furpriz’d at the fub- 
tilty of this Tillage-Harlot , and concluded 



I 
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from this Difeoverv, that to find a Ghafte- 

J * 

Wife in Country or City was, as hard, as to find 
One fo Ignorant in either, as not to know 
how to conceal her Vices, and abufe her Hus¬ 
band’s Credulity with a cunning Addrefs. 


BUT the Provincial's Litter being now 
Repair’d, and he Recover’d from the Fright 
of the Accident, foon mifs’d fo valu’d a Crea¬ 
ture as his Dog. He therefore made an ear¬ 
ned: enquiry after me, but all in vain, till he 
caus’d me to be Cry’d with a confiderable Re¬ 
ward for my Recovery. Gold, that Bribes 
Cities , Courts , and Armies , and Senates , here 

prov’d its Force in the Village , and Cottages , 
which only want that Gold to be as eminent¬ 
ly Wicked as the Other. For the Thieft was 
foon difcover’d for the Reward, and I Reftor’d 
to the Provincial, with whom I Arriv’d at 
Rome, not much fatigu’d with fo eafie a Jour-, 

my, and in fo eafie a Vehicle. 

► • 


I WAS full of defire and curiofity ta 
know the State and Condition of my ■ lovely 
Miftrefs Donna Therefa •, fo that thinking the 
Provincial's delay of his Vifit to the Cardinal 
very tedious, I refolv’d to take the firft Op? 
portunity of running away. Yet Fear ftill 
prevail’d with me to defer it, left Lfhould be 
feized in the Street by fome other, and fo be 
further from the aim of my Willies, than I 
then was. Supprelfing, therefore,with this Con- 

fideration 
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federation my Impatience a few Days, the 
provincial takes me with him to wait on the 
Cardinal . 

( 

AFTER many Affairs Difcours’d on, and 
pail over, the Provincial told the Cardinal, 
that he had brought me for a Prefent to his 
Niece believing me a curiofity, that cou’d not 
be unacceptable to Donna Therefa , that, there¬ 
fore, by his Pernriffion he wou’d then deliver 
me to her, 

r 

ALAS! faid the Cardinal, I thank you, my 
good Father Provincial, perhaps Jhe may divert 
her inveterate Melancholly by fo pretty a Play¬ 
thing. I had a little pretty Dwarfe , about a year 
agoe , who fled away from me for fear of a Dif- 
covery of his Amour with my Niece , and never 
was heard of fine e . I fent all over Naples, as 
far as the Bafilicate, where I was inform'd he 
lay conceal'd ^ but all we could there recover of 
him were fome Cloaths of my Nieces , in which 
he made his efcape. My Servants took up the 
old Woman of the Houfe , on fufpicion, but no¬ 
thing being prov'd againfl her Jhe was acquitted. 
My Niece has ever finee Jhut her felf up for mofi 
part of the day , andfimenders her Youth to the 
Tyranny of a perpetual Melancholy } difeover- 
ing an extream , but unnatural Averfion even to 
my felf as the Caufe of the Lofs of her beloved, 

Fantalio. 

ft / 

J 



I W AS not a little fatisfy’d to hear of the 
Fidelity of my Mi ft refs, but very much fur- 
priz’d at that, and the Cardinal' s Generous 
Defign of making me his Son-in-Law But I 
was not then capable of either of the Advan¬ 
tages } and indeed,, rememb’ring the Chafte 
Inclinations of Therefa, I was not fo extreamly 
fond of the Happinefs as to be much concern’d 
for the Difappointment. 


THE Cardinal conduds us to Therefa's 
well known Apartment, confcious of the 
Scene of my paft Joys, I cou’d not but feel 
a fecret fatisfadion. Being left by the Car¬ 
dinal at the Door, we enter’d. the Chamber, 

and found Donna Therefa fitting in a gloomy 
Corner of'the Room, the Curtains being drawn 
over all the Windows, fhaded the Light with 
fo dusky a hue, that fhot a fort of pleafing 
Horror through my Veins*, fhe being in a 
Melancholy, and Dejeded Pofture on-a Couch 

receiv’d us in Silence, 

i . * « • . \ - • * 

> 

* 
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THE Provincial the firft Complements be¬ 
ing over endeavour’d to Comfort her with the 
Cardinal's Affurances of all in his Power to. 
Content her, if Fantajio eouVl be found. That 
in the mean time he hoped Ihe wou’d liften to 

his Advice, and receive that Comfort from his 

+ - _ 4 

Endeavours, which might render her Difguft 
not fo {hocking to the Cardinal As a little 
Diverfion (Madam, faid he) I have brought 
you a Curiofity in my Mind , in this beautiful 
Lap-Dog. 


THE Words were no fooner out of the 
Provincial ’s Mouth, but I leap’d on the Floor, 
and ran directly to Therefa , expreffing by that, 
that I wou’d give my felf to her, and not be 
the Gift of another ^ I fhew’d my Joy to fee 
her in all the Canine Complements, I cou’d 
think of, I wag’d my Tail, frisk’d up, and 
down, jump’d into her Lap, lick’d her Fin¬ 
gers, and thofe well known Lips and Bofom, 
hut with another and weaker Guft, than I had 
in my Humane Shape. 


THERESA having received me with fome 

fatisfaction, the Provincial endeavour’d to re¬ 
move her Obftinate Sorrow by Arguments 
drawn from various Topics both Spiritual, 
and Temporal, feafon’d to her Palate by many 
pretty diverting Stories • which, finding ihe 
gave fome Attention to, he - began in this 


manner. 


CRAP, III, 
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CHAP. III. 

♦ 

The Story of Pfyche and Cupid. 

The Beauty of Pfyche draws the Adoration of 
all Men from Venus which provokes her ta 
' order Cupid to make her in Love with fome 
mean ferfon. Her Father 'confults the Ora * 
cle 0 which promifes a Monflrous Hujband,\ 
and Commands her to be expos'd on a high 

Mountain. 


x* 


w 


E ought not, Madam, to defpair of 
thofe good Events, which we Sigh 
f for in the extreamity offucli Misfor¬ 
tunes as feem to forbid all hopes of Relief. 
For the Evils of Life well managed are a fort of 

s, which 

Thh 


give a gveztQv Hautgoufl, and Reli 



♦ « 


Story of Bfyche , and Cupid, for valu’d of Old, 
and fo admir’d in various Authors, is both a. 

Leffon againft the Curiofity of the Sex, and a. 
pregnant Proof of a certain if not Speedy De¬ 
liverance of Providence from : the crueleft 


of Misfortunes. 


The 



of this Storv 



with yours makes it yet more proper- to tell 
you *, You have loft your Cupid, and ftill digit 


to 



him out. r rjychel oft h ZtCitpi'd, but 
indeed by her own fault, id-Which the Fa* 
rallel fails. But the Story it fell will heft 
explain the Matter, and give - you the greateft 
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THERE 




THERE was a King and a Queen of a 
certain City m Greece, and in the Ancient 
Davs of Taganifm , who had three Beautiful 
Daughters. The Charms of the two Elder, 
tho’ fufficient to engage the Hearts of Particu¬ 
lars, were not endowed with that irrefiftable 
Force, as to Command the publick Adoration 
of Mankind. But the Beauty of the Youngeft 
was fo pecularly Excellent, that the Poverty 
of Human Language is unable to exprefs its 
due Praife. The Fame of Her Beauty was fo 
great, as not to be confin’d to the Natives of 
her Paternal Dominions, blit all the Surround¬ 
ing Nations throng’d together in vail Troops 
to fee fo wonderful a Sight, and amaz’d at the 
Luflxe of her Eyes, and the divine Harmony 1 
of her Features and Limbs, look on her with 
Amazement, paying her that Adoration which 
they thought due to her as if Venus herfelf 
Cloath’d in Humanitv. 

* W 


m # • • • • * 

IT was now a Report of the utmoft Credit 

fpread round the Nations, that either the Bright 
Goddefs, brought forth by the green Ocean, 
and nourilh’d by the Dew of the froathy Waves, 
laying afide the awful Diftance of her Divinity, 
convers’d now molt vifible in the Affemblies of 
Mankind \ or elfe that fome new Conjunction, 
and Influence of the Planets, the Earth, as the 
Sea had formerly done, had brought , forth 
another Venus in the Bloom of her Youth, re-; 

plenilh’d 
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plenilh’d with all the divine Honours of her 
Face. 


THIS Opinion ev’ry Day encreas’d in a 
prodigious manner, and flies into the Adjacent 
Ifles, and more diftant Provinces. Now Men 
undertook tedious, and dangerous Pilgrimages 
by Sea and Land to have but a Sight of this 
ftupendious Miracle of the Age. No Pilgri¬ 
mage was made to Paphos, or Cnidos, and ev’n 
the Cythereans themfelves forgot their Homage 
to the Altars of Venus. The Rites of that 
Goddefs were wholly deferted, flighted, forfa- 
keny Her Temples deformed for Want of Care, 
and the Frequency of Worfhippers her Ta¬ 
bernacle trampled under foot ^ Her Ceremonies 
neglected j Her Images uncover’d, her Widow'd 
Altars de til’d with cold Athes. All Men turn 
their Devotion to this young Virgin j Her 
they Supplicate, and e’er they go out in the 
Morning ftrive to propitiate abfent Venus , in 
the Face of the Royal Maid, diverting their 
Vows, their Vidims, and Banquets from the 
Goddefs to the Mortal. As the r pafs’d the 
Streets the People fent forth'their Prayers to 
her, ftrowing her Way with Chaplets, and 
Flowers, vV 

♦ • * 1 < 1 


THIS immoderate T ranflatiori of Honours 

' J * * * * v , • . 4 

* ^ J • "• « _ I % 

due to the Immortal Powers, to the Worftiip 
of a Mortal Girl, gave the laft Provocation to 
the real Goddefs Venus. Impatient of Indig¬ 
nation, 
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nation, ftiaking her Ambrofial Head with Rage 

Ihe crys out in this manner.- Behold- me 

now the ancient Parent of Nature ! Behold me 
the initial Origin of the Elements } behold me 

the holy genial Venus of the whole World , have 
my Honour divided with a Mortal Girl! And 
my Id ante , that is hid in Heaven is prophand by 
the Corruption of Mortality. His very fit in - 
deed.that I fimid have an uncertain fare of 
thofe common Expiations of a deputed Worfhip, 
and that a Girl , that ntitjl dye , Jhou'd bear about 
my Image , and ufurp my Perfon. 

m I 

< IN vain did that Royal Shepherd, whofe 
Honour and Judgment was approv'd’by the 
Great Jupiter himfelf prefer me to the Immor¬ 
tal Beauty of Goddeffes fo Great as Pallas and 
Juno. But whoever fire is Jhe Jhall not with fo 
much Joy, and SatisfaBion ufurp my Honours. 
I will give her Caufe to repent offo unlawful 
a Beauty. 


HAVING utter’d her Refentments in 
this manner , Jhe immediately calls to her 

winged Son, who fpreads* Corruption through 
-Families with his Flame, and his Darts, con¬ 
temning all the Rules of publick Difcipline, 
Debauching the Wives, and Daughters of Men 
at his Will, and doing no manner of Good, to 
ballance all this Mifchifef. This young;Gen¬ 
tleman, Mifchievous enough in his own Na¬ 
ture, Ihe roufes, and provokes yet more by hier 
1 revengeful 
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revengeful IrifiriUations. She leads him td 
the City, arid fhows PJyche to him (for that 
was the Name of her young Rival ill Beauty) 

and full of Grief, and Indignation, addrelfes 
herfelf to him in thefe Words ;—-1 beg thee , 
my clear Son , by all the tender Love of a Child 
to hit Mother ^ by the fecret Wounds of thy 
Arrows, by the pleafing Fires of thy Flatties , give 
to thy Mother a Revenge as compledt as hcF 
Injuries are great , punifi that Contumacious 
Reauty ^ and let it be done rb'ith the greate(t 
Expedition , and (Itongefl Application Non* the 
hated Bofom of that haughty Girl jhevdd a niojl 
violent Faff on for fortie lout), mean , ill-Natur’d 
Scoundrel ^ fo that jhe may not in the Univerfe 
find any one fuch a Wretch as herfelf. ■— 
Having faid thefe Words, arid Brib’d her Soil 
with niany delicious Kiifes, fhe made to the 
next Beach and with her Rofie Feet trip’d 
over the Tops of the Waves to the Court of 
the Ocean fecure of the Execution of her 
Commands by her Son. 


THE "Daughters of Nereiis cariie to pay, 
their Court; to her all .Singing in a Chords, 

arid Formrnnus rough with his azure . Beard, 
and pregnant Salacia with her fifhy Bofora, 
little Falxmon riding on a Dolphin , while all 
around the Tritons rejoice, this founds his 
Sonorous Cbnch; another extends the Purple 
Sail betwixtvthe Beauties of Venus, and the 
Hofiile. Sum y a-ithird bears before his Sovetaigft 
; vK Lady 
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Ladv a Glafs for her to view herfelf in, and 
ethers Swim round about, and under her 
{he IK* Chariot, drawn by two Milk white Tur¬ 
tle Doves : with this Train attended hie makes 

} 

her Progrcfs to the Midft of the Ocean. 

V-/ 

P ST CHE in the mean while exalted fo 
much above the reft of her Sex by Beauty 
more, than Mortal, receiv’d no manner of Be¬ 
nefit from all her Charms. ’Tis true the Eyes 
of all Men are call: greedily upon her, and 
everv Mouth lings her Praifes : but yet nei- 

J t' J J 

ther King, 'Royal Youth , or Plebeian , prefumes 

to demand her in Marriage •, ail adore but none 

defire her • and the Pofleflion of the greateft 

Beauty depriv’d her of the Advantage of the 

leaft. Everv one it is true admires her Divine 

Form, but it is, as the fine Wormanlhip of 

fome fine Artift, as fome exquifite Statue 

wonderfully finifh’d. 

✓ 

HER two Eider Sifters of moderate Charms, 
had now been long Marry’d to two royal 
Princes. But PJyche fitting in her Widow'd 
Apartment, without Mankind deplores her 
neglected Solitude fick of that Beauty, which 
while it pleafes all Nations, is hated by her¬ 
felf. 

BUT the unhappy Father of this moft un¬ 
fortunate Child fearing the Anger of the Gods 

cornu its the moft Antient Oracle ef the Mile- 

fian. 
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flan God, and with Prayers, and Victims en¬ 
deavours to beg of fo great a Deity a Hulband 
for his obnoxious Daughter. Apollo made him 
this Anfwei* in Verfe. 

PLACE the Devoted Virgin, food, on High 
Where the spring Mountain hits the Side } 

In Nuptial Roles the fatal Bride adorn , 

And thither let the Bridal Pomps he horn. 

Nor hope a Son-in-Law of Mortal Race , 

A cruel Mifchief challenges that Place. 

Who wildly flying through the-liquid Air , 

On Wings of Lightning ranges every rhhere ^ 
And evry thing with Eire and Sword annoys : 
The Strong enervates , and the Weak defir oys t 
Dnecidful to every God , that dwells above 
He flrikes a Terror into trembling Jove r 
Fear'd by the Floods , and all the Vocal Glades, 
And terrible to the very Stygian Sades. 

THE King till then not fenfibleof any 

Misfortune having heard this holy but dread¬ 
ful Oracle, retuns home full of Grief, to im¬ 
part to his Wife this Precept of jinifler Fate, 
Many days they pay a forrowful Tribute of 

Lamentations and Tears to her Miferable 
Condition. But now conies the cruel Event 
of this cruel Fate, and the beft fubmillion to 
the Decree of Apollo , and the Mourning Ha¬ 
bits prepar’d for the Funeral Nuptials of the 
Unhappy Devoted Maid. The Nuptial Tor¬ 
ches were fable, the Light gay Notes of the 

K 2 



Zygiah ’Pipeschang’d into the more queru¬ 
lous Meafure of Lydia - y and the Joyful Hyme¬ 
neal Song, clos’d with dreadful Exclamations, 
and Bowlings} the Bride makes ufe of the 
Nuptial Veil to dry up thofe Floods of Tears, 

thofe detefted Nuptials excite. 

* « 


t 0 | • 

IN her doleful Complaints the whole City 

bore a Part j the Fate of the Royal Houfe, 
fpread a loyal Infection of Grief through all 
the People, while ail Bufinefs, and the Ad- 
mi nift ration of Juftice ceas’d in the Publick 
Calamity y and yet there was a Neceffity of 
Obeying the divine Orders, which demanded 
the Wretched PJyche to her deftin’d Punifli- 
ment. 

♦ 

* • 


THE Melancholy Solemnities of thefe 
mournful Nuptials being now perform’d with 
Grief equal to the unfortunate Occafion, the 
living Funeral is produced, and tho’ PJyche 
cou’d not refrain her Tears at her Obfequies 
not Nuptials, yet when her defpairing Parents, 
over-whelm’d with Evils fo infupportable, 
faught delays for the Execution of the horri- 

*o j , 

ble Sentence, fhe herfelf comforts them, and 
exhorts them to the Performance of the In¬ 
junction of the Gods in thefe Words. ——— 

‘Why, my dear Parents , do Tou torture Tour un¬ 
happy Old. Age with perpetual Apprehenfions , 
and Sorrows <? Why wajle Tou thofe faint aged 
Spirits , in which I move, and live with fuck 

" ' frequent 




THE Royal Maid having utter’d thefe 

Words held her Peace, and with a bold un¬ 
daunted Action mingl’d herfelf with’ the 
Pomps' of the following People, They 
mount to the eminent Rock on a fteep. 
Mountain; Qn the very Summit of which 
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the Royal Maid alone with the 
Torches extinguiih’d with their 
Tears, and all the Nuptial Pomp now being 

over, with Heads dejected, and Hearts de- 
fponding they all return home. 

9 

% 

HER miferable Parents languilhing under 
a Lofs fo touching, returning to their Palace, 
fhut up. the Gates, and retiring themfelves 
into Darknefs devoted themfelves to a perpe¬ 
tual Night, 


. f 


. * 
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V 

CHAP.ilV. 

How Pfyche is born by Zephirus into a lovely 
Valley , and comes to a Magnificent Palace , 
her Entertainment % and AdmiJJion of kef 
unknown Husband in the Hark , who always 
departed before the Return of the Light. 

% 

B U T while Pfyche {food on the lofty Ridge 
of the Mountain with her Breafts panting 
with Fear, and her Eyes full of Tears, 

t^e gentle Zephir railing her up with tuplea- 
fing Blaft bears her in his airy Bofom with an 
eafie Motion into a flowrv Dale, which vet 

J 9 J 

with a fteepy Height overlook’d a Subjacent 
Valley. Pfyche having now appeas’d the Per¬ 
turbations of her Mind, and calm’d her tumul¬ 
tuous Thoughts lays herfelf down on the 
Graffy Bed to repofe. Where being fufficient- 
ly refrelh’d with Sleep, Ihe rifes up with a 

Mind quiet and compos’d ^ and moving for¬ 
ward Ihe difeovers a pleafant Grove of tall, 
and ftately Trees, in the m id ft of which Ihe 
faw a Fountain fending forth clear,and chriftal 
Waters j and fall by the Fall of the Waters a 
Royal'Magnificent Palace, built not by Mortal 
Hands, but by.the Divine Art of fome heaven¬ 
ly Archited. Its auguft Front wou’d ealiiy 
convince you, that it was the happy Retreat of 
fome God. For the lofty vaulted Roofs curi- 
oufly hollow’d with Ivory and Citron-mod , 
W?re fupported by Pillars of malfy Gold - 7 tire, 
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Walls were all enrich’d with excellent Alto 
Relievo’s in Silver, of Beafts of Chace, Cattle, 
and the like, which faluted your Eye in a moft 
agreeable and furprizing manner, at your En¬ 
trance, and nothing lefs, than a Demi God 
cou’d be fo Subtil a Workman, 

% 

« • 

THE very Pavement was all Hiftories, and 
Landscapes, wonderfully wrought in Mofaic 
Work, precious Stones or various kinds expref- 
fing the Variety of Colours, and Shadows. 
The feveral Parts of this Palace fpreading % 
into various Apartments,were precious beyond 
all Price • and all the Walls being Soliaated 
with Bars of pure Gold, feem’d to have a Light 
of their own, as if in die Abfence of the Sun, 
it cou’d maintain an unborrow’d Day, fo bright 
was the Porch, the Chambers, Baths, and 
Apartments. The Furniture of the Place was 

* * . 4 • \ 1 / « 

anfwerable to the Richnefs of the Materials \ 
fo that you might reafonably conclude it built 
for Jove, in his fecret Commerces with Hu¬ 
man Kind. 

. . m 

PRAWN by the Surprizing Beauty of 

the jPlace, and the Delight, which fo charming 
a Spectacle afforded, fire came near to the Built 
ding, and taking Courage ventur’d to enter the 
Palace. Every Object, fhe met employ’d all 
her Sight with Pleafure, and Amazement. 
From the Apartments fhe views the Granarys 

and Store-ffoufes built in a lofty. Magnificent 


* ft 
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mannner, and replenifh’d with all the Trea* 
fure and various Products of Nature. But 
that which added to the Wonder was, that all 
this Wealth and Treafures were not fecur’d 

by any Doors, Locks, Bars, or Guards, 

% 

WHILE her Eyes were taken up with 
Delight and Amazement a Voice, empty of 

Body, offers it felfto her in thefe Words_- 

Why are you, my Sovereign Lady, amaz'd and 
confounded with the vafl Affluence of Riches, 
and Treafure, which you fee <? Since all thefe are 
yours . Retire, therefore, toy our Chamber, and 
there on Beds of Down refrejh your weary 
Limbs , and when you think fit repair to the 
Baths we, whofe Voices you hear, are your 
Dpmeftick Servants, and Jhall adminifter every 
thing to you, to obey all your Commands with 
our utmojl Care, and Diligence, in all that Re* 
gards your Perf vt, or thofe Royal Banquets wt 
jhall prepare for you. 

PSYCHE fenlible of the Favour of Divine 
Providence in her prefent Condition, gave Ear 
to the Admonitions of her Vocal Attendants ^ 
and firft therefore refrelhes herfelf on the rich 
Beds, and then walhes away the Remains of 
her paft Fatigue in an Odoriferous Bath, 
Whence difcovering Seats in the adjacent Ah . 
cove, fhe with a good Appetite laid herfelf 
down to Supper. The Table immediately, 
without any vifible Waiters, or Servants, was 

covered 
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covered with all the fineft Rarities of Food, 
and the brighteft, fparkling Nectareous Wines. 
Alter this rich Banquet was ferv’d in, her 
Ears too were feafted by invifible Mulicians. 
One Sung, another play’d on the Lute, and 
All clos’d in the wonderful Harmony of a 

full Chorus. 

THESE Pleafures being over, and the 
Night now advanc’d, Pfyche retir’d to her Bed. 
About Midnight a murmuring Sound gently 
aiTaults her Ears, the Solitude of the Place 
gave her Fears for her Honour, while her 
Ignorance of all things doubl’d her Apprehen- 
fions. In the midft of which her unknown 
Husband approaches, afcends her Bed, makes 
her his Wife, and retires before the Dawn of 
comfortable Morning. And the Voices at¬ 
tending in the Chamber took care of all things 
NecefTary on that Occafion. This Courfe 
was continued for a long time, and the No¬ 
velty Naturally, by its conftant Repetition, 
confirm’d her Pleafure •, and the Solitude loft 
its Terror in the Attendance of thofe vocal 
Companions. 
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T HE Parents of PJyche in the mean 

while grew Old in unweary’d Sorrow ^ 
and her miferable Fate being fpread all 
around, her Elder Sifters came to hear of it, 
and therefore with all fpeed came to comfort 
and confer with their Father and Mother on 
this Occafion. 

THAT very Night Pfyches Husband (for. 
the Hands and the Ears were the only Medi¬ 
ums of their prefent Communication) laid thus, 
to her,—>— My Pfyche! my Love , my Charmer, 
my Wife , cruel fortune now threatens thee with 
a Danger mojl imminent , and terrible , and 
which , therefore , I think ought to be watch'd 
and obferv'd with the utmofl Caution. Tour- 
Siflers, troubled at your imagin'd Death , and 

the Footfteps of your Misfortune , will 
at the lofty Rock , where you, were left 

devoted' 
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devoted to my Arms. If you chance to hear 
any of their Complaints ^ put a guard on your 
Tongue, make them no Reply, nor cajl fo much 
as your Eye that way. If you do any otherway s 
you will procure me the greatefl Rain, and 
Sorrow , but to your felf the greatef Ruin, and 
inferable DeJiniBion. 

SHE feeminglv agreed to what her Hus¬ 
band had enjoin’d her, and promis’d to con- 
dud herfelf according to his Commands^ But 
he and the Night being fled, the Sorrowful 
Ffyche confumed the whole Day in Tears, and 
Complaints ^ exclaiming, that fhe was now 

entirely perilhed indeed, fince confin’d to her 
Glorious Prifon, flie was depriv’d of all human 
Converfation, and not permitted fo much, as 
to fee, and Comfort her Sifters in that violent 
Grief, which they deriv’d from her Lofs. 
Thus receiving no Reffefliment from the Ta¬ 
ble, nor the Baths, full of Sorrow, and Tears 
Ihe retir’d to her Bed. Her Husband coming 
more early, than ufual, found her. all in Tears 
in his Arras, and thus gently reproach’d her.— 
Is this what you promis'd me my dear Pfyche ? 
What can your Husband now expeB, or hope 
more from you, who neither Day, nor Eight , nor 
ev'n in the Conjugal Embrace, make a Truce 

with your needlefs Tortures , and unreafonable 
..Anguifb <? Difmifs your Tears, do now what you 
pleafe , fubmit to the obflinate DiBates of your 
Fancy , which prompts you to things of the la ft 



to Prayers, and 
to her own Life, 
unwilling Com¬ 
pliance with her Defires, of feeing her Sifters, 
and comforting their Sorrow Face to Face. 

Thus yanquilh’d by his Love, and her Impor¬ 
tunity, he forgave her, and allow’d her to 
make them Rich Prefents of Jewels and Gold, 
but added with Earneftnefs, and urg’d it with 
all the Terror imaginable, that fhe foou’d ne¬ 
ver give way to her Curiofity by her Sifters 
Prefumption to make any Enquiry into the 
Form of her Husband •, advis’d her to take 
care, that fo facrilegous an Inquifitivenefs did 
not throw her headlong from fo great Fortune 
and Happinefs •, for if once fhe admitted fuch 
a Crime, foe foou’d never more enjoy his 
Embraces. 

f 



SHE return’d her Husband a thoufand 
Thanks for his Indulgence, and now more 


fatisfy’d, and joyful, faid thus to him. 


Ah! 


let me dye d thoufand Deaths rather , than be 
ever depriv’d of your dear anil tranfporting 
Embraces, I love thee , whoever, thou art to 
the utmojl .Difiratfion, I love thee more than my 
men Soul j nor wou*d / wrong thee by compa¬ 
ring thee to Cupid himfelf. 1 defive you to 

^ * • •*' ^ y 

make 




make your Favour compledt by commanding the 
gentle Zephir to convey my poor forrowfiil Si¬ 
llers to me in the manner , that he brought me 
into this Place. Then preffing his Lips. with 
perfwafive Kifles,and Sighing,in foft Murmurs^ 
tender Toothing Words, and curling round hini 
with her twining Limbs, ihe bribes his Con¬ 


tent with thefe Allurements, and the tender 
Approaches of the fofteft Power of Venus. — 
My dear one , the cry’d, my. Husband, the dearer 

and better Sotd of your Pfyche!-Vanquifh’d 

with thefe Charms the Husband gave his re- 
luftant Confent, and promis’d, that all fhou’d 
be done, as Ihe defir’d • and fo oil the 'Mor- 
rungs Approach he vannh’d from the Arms of 
his beloved Wife. •" 


THE Sifters are now arriv’d at the fteeptf 
Rock,whcre Pfyche was left, with their utmoft 
fpeed, and while Floods of Tears flow’d from 
their forrowful Eyes, they beat their Bofoms 
with their outragious Hands, till the Rocks te- 
founded with their plaintive Groans.. Till 

4 . a. . . _ •> . *• 'I * • 

the fpreading found gliding down the Hope of 
the Mountain reach’d the Ears of Pfyche , and 
drew her out to her Palace' Gate •, and lifting 
bp her Voice pry’d out,- Why, my dear Sifters , 
do you give your felves thefervain AffiiBionifot 
the' happy , / whom you deplore am near you \ 
Ceafe'therefore your Complaints , dfy up thofe 
Tears, which thus longpou have jffe'd for mf 
Lofs, fmce you may now Unbrace that Vfyehes 

whom 



Book V. 



'59 ) 


Chap. Vi 


whom thus long , and fd vehemently you have 


mourn'd* 


\ 


# ♦ 
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THEN calling Zephints 'fhe acquaint^ 
him with her Husband’s Commands, who eft- 

* i ^ 4 ' 

tirely Obedient to them, by a fafe and gentle 
Carriage brings them down to their Sifteiv 
Now they Embrace, and are Embrac’d, ming¬ 
ling their mutual Careftes, with frequent, and 

hafty KiiTes. The Joy of finding her alive 
after they had yielded her to fee dead, foon 
dry’d up their Teats, and put aft end to their 
Lamentations, and the uneafie Dominion of 
Sorrow, under which they had been fo long. 

Come, laid Pjyche, enter, with me, my Houfe, 
and refrejh yourfelves, and recr eat your affliBbd 

Minds with your Pfyche* Then talcing theft! 
by the hands the led them into her golden 
Palace, and demonftrated to their Ears the nu^ 
merous Family of Voices, Which were her 
Attendants, and Obedient to her Will y 
refrefhes them in her Baths, and at her Table 
fet out by no Mortal Hands. Having been 
fatiated, or rather forfeited with a Vie\y of 
thefe Celeftial Riches, Envy entered their Bo- 
foms to fee their younger Sifter polfefs’d of fo 
uncommon a Happinefs. At Ml one of her 
Sifters with a very turious^ and particular Im¬ 
portunity enquires, who Was the Lord of all 

thofe heavenly Bleflings, atid what fort of 
Perfon her Husband was }' v • 
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BUT Pfpche was exactly cautious in ob- 
ferving what her Hufband had commanded * 
but feigning ail Account proper enough to 
the Matter, Ihe told them. That he was a 
beautiful Youth, whofe Face was yet only 
fhadow’d with Down ^ and that he generally 
fpent his Time in Hunting on the Mountains. 
And left by any Slip Ihe fhou’d betray the 
fecret in a longer difcourfe, Ihe having loa- 
den them with rich Prefents of Gold, and 
Jewels, delivers them to Zephirus to recarry 
to the Place whence he brought them • 
which being in an Inftant perform’d, as they 
went home the Envy of their Hearts mingl’d, 
in a violent manner, in all *their Difcourfe. 

At laft fays one to the other, — See but how 
Blind, and Mifchievous, and Unjuft Fortune has 
prov'd! were you , my Sifter, delighted to find 
fo monflrous a difference in our Condition , tho 1 
born of the fame Parents .<? We who are Elder 
are deliver'd over to be Servants to Strangers 
in a Foreign Country , banffid far from our 
Parents, and dear Place of our Nativity. But 
this Toungeft Brat, that was the Product of 
Age, when the Vigour of Nature was fpent, 
is exalted to the Enjoyment of all thefe won¬ 
derful Treafures, and to have a God for her 
Hujband, tho'fte has not Soul enough to know 
the Ufe and Benefit of fo much Riches and 
Plenty ? Did you obferve , my dear Sifter, what 
a vaft Number of Croachets, and curious large 

Bracelets , lay in every Place of the Houfe ? 

*- What 
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TFhtff Wardrobes of finning Apparel ? What 
bright Gems , and what Worlds of Gold jhe e’en 
tramples under her Feet .<? And if jhe really pof- 
fefs fo beautiful a Husbandas Jhe pretends , 
what in the whole llniverfe can be fo happy., as 
jhe ? Nay it may eafily happen that the continu¬ 
ance of fo engaging a Commerce may fo prevail 
on his Love as at length to make her a Goddefs . 
By Jove f!)e look'd, and mov'd with that haugh¬ 
ty Mien, as if Jhe were fare already of that ini- 

mortal Fate. Already does fie tofs her Head 
aloft, and affell, and breath. the Goddefs, ha- 
ving Voices for her Servants, and Commanding 
the Winds themfelves. But I am the moft mi* 
ferable of my Sex, being curs'd with a Hus¬ 
band more aged, than my Father, bald as a 
Gourd, and fiorter than a Figmy, and mho 
faflens up his Palace with Bars, Chains, and 
(fitar ds againfi the Entrance of any Relief. ' 

B UT /, affum’d the other Sifter, am con* 
demned to fupport a Fellow grown almojl 
double with the Gout j And tho' he very feldom 
takes Care to reward my Pains roith conjugal 
Comfort, yet am I forced to fpend all my Time 
in rubbing his diftorted Fingers almofl turn'd 
into a Stone) acting the Surgeon more, than 
Wife, I defile my fine Hands with (linking Fo 
mentations,, hafiy Rags, and fienchy Plaiftersi 
Tou, my Sifter, fieem to bear this Partiality of 

Fortune with a Temper too. Patient, and ferene 
while I am not able any longer to fupport that 

. L Happy 





Happy Lot, which is without merit thus fail'd 
in her Lap. Remember, T beg thee, how Proud¬ 
ly, how arrogantly jhe behav'd herfelf to us ! 
jbe betray'd the Infolence of her fuelling Mind, 
and proud Temper, in her Boafts, and immo - 
derate Oftentation • and then from her mo ft in- 
bxhauftible Jlore how with a vifible Re lu dance 
jbe threw us a poor Scantling which as foon 
as jbe had done jbe commanded us to be turn'd 
out of Lows, to be puff'd away, to be hifs'd 
but of her Palace, as weary of our Company. 
Rut let me lofe the' Name of Woman, and lofe 
vital Breath, if I caft her not headlong down 
pom the Top of all Felicity, and Riches. If 
you,'as you ought to beware touch'd with oUr 
common Contumely let us both join in Confiil- 
tdtion to find out fame foli d and effeBual Stra¬ 
tagem to obtain our Lefires. In order to this 
let us not give our Parents any Account of this 
Matter , nor difcover to them, or any one elfe 
that we know any thing at all of her deliver¬ 
ance and fafety. Let itfuffice, that our own Eyes 
have beheld what has given us Pain ^ and let 
Us not be the Trumpets of her happy Condition 
either to our Parents, or the People j for thofe 
are not compleatly happy, whofe Happinefs 
no body knows bitt themfelves. Let her know, 
make her fenfible, that jhe has Elder Sifters’ of 
us, and wf Slaves. Let us now leave hbt 



r 



( 



THIS Evil they Refolve againft the good 
Sifter, was not a little fatisfa&ory to the two 
wicked Sifters, who hiding their precious 
Gifts, and dilheveling their Hair, in. dilfem- 
bled Grief, and miniick Tears they return to 
their Parents ^ whom big with the Madnefs 
of Envy they foon take their Leave of, and 
return to their own Homes, to ftudy and con¬ 
trive fome Villanous Deceit, and an unnatu¬ 
ral Paricide againft their iiinocent Sifter.. 

V 

f g 

* ^ v 9 

IN the mean while Vfyche s unknown Hus¬ 
band fpeaks to her in thefe nocturnal Admo¬ 
nitions. Doft thou, my Fair, perceive wliat 
terrible Dangers the Malice of Fortune is pre¬ 
paring for thee, at a distance, and which, un- 
lefs thy Precaution, Firiimefs, and Refolu- 

tion be ftrnoger, than they have been, will 
fuddainly affault you near at hand. Thofe 
perfidious She-Wolves , (for they defetve not 
the Name of Sifters) are with their utmoft In¬ 
vention, and Endeavours laying wicked Plots 
and Stratagems againft thee} the fum of all 
which is to perfwade you to make a Difcovery 
of my Face, and' Perfon, which I have often 
told you, you lhall never fee a fecond Time 
if you fee it once. If therefore, again thofe ' 
worft of Sorcereffes come (as I <know they 

L 2 will 
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will come again, have no Communication at 
all with them, fay not one Word to them, ex¬ 
change not a Look. But if by thy Native Sim¬ 
plicity, and genuine Tendernefs of Mind, thou 
canft not go through fo difficult a Talk, at leaf?: 
be fure to take a moft peculiar Care, that you 
fuffer them not to talk about your Hufband, 
or if thev do, be fure to divert the Difcourfe, 
and anfwer not a Word to that Point. In 
thy young Womb thou now bears the En- 
creafe of my Family, a little Infant whofe 
Being, if you obferve my Injunction, and keep 
the Secret, will be Divine, if not but Mortal 

PSTCHE was infinitely pleas’d with the 
News of her Divine Ojf-fpring, and rejoyc’d 
in the Glory and Dignity of being Mother 
to a future God , and with a gentle Anxie¬ 
ty counted the Hours Days, and Months, 
that muft give the Increafe of her wealthy 
Womb. 

NOW thofe Mifchievous P iagues breath¬ 
ing from their baneful Mouths a Viperous 
Poifon to her Peace failing the Seas approach 
this Coaft, with a fpeedy, and profperous Gale. 
Then once more the Momentary Hulband ad- 
raoniffies his belov’d Pfyche in this manner. — 
How is the Lajl day of Peace, the extreameji 
Mifchief is threaten'd, the malicious Sex , and 
hofiile Blood has taken Arms, flrook the Tents, 
drawn the Army into Battle Array, and f imded 

the 
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the Charge. Now, now, thy wicked Sifters 
hold the pointed weapon to thy very Throat! 
Alas! my dear Pfyche what an infupportable 

DeftruSion prejfes now upon me .<? Ah ! take 
pity of your felf and of me, who mu ft fuffer in 
thy Sufferings ! and, by A Religious Continence 
of Tongue, deliver from impending Ruin , your 
Houfe, your Hufiand, your felf and that dear 
Little One within thee. See not thofe wicked 
Women for they deferve not the Name of Sifters 
after they have conceived fitch a cauffleff, and 

implacable Hatred againft thee, which tramples 
under foot all the Rights, and Tyes of Blood, 
and Humanity •, when, like the Syrens, they 
fall on the Rock, fend forth to the refounding 
Stones their fineft Voices feal thy Ears againji 
Them, and hear 'em not. 

PSYCHE replies with words broken by 

Sighs, and Tears in this manner.-— You 

have long fince had a Proof of my Fidelity, and 
Taciturnity •, The Firmnefs, and Refolution of 
my Mind fall by a new Evidence be demon- 
fir ated to you. Lay your Commands on gentle 
Zephir to repeat his former Office , and fince 
you deprive my Eyes of the defireable Sight 
of your God-like Face, deprive me not likewiff 
of the Sight of my Sifters. By thofe fragrant, 
and every way pendulous Locks ! by that invi- 
fible Countenance e'ery way tender and fmooth 

as my own, by that warm Eofom glowing with 
; i blow not what kind of Heat Iff may l know 

L 3 thy 
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thy Face, in thy Little One , as thou grantefl 
my Requefl. Mov'd with the pious Prayers of 
thy fuppliant indulge me the Fruit of them in 
the defir'd Embraces of my Sifers • and refrejb , 
with fo natural a Joy r the. Soul of thy dear. 
Pfyche who is entirely thy Devote. Tho ’ thy 
lovely Countenance be denfd to my longing 

Eyes , yet the Shades cannot hinder me from thy 
Embrace ’, 1 hold thee fafl in my Arms my Love\ 
and my Light. 


BEING van qui fil’d by thefe tender infinu- 
ating Words, and foft Embraces, wiping away 
her Tears with his Locks, he allures her, that 
all her Defires Ihou’d be fulfill’d, and fo pre¬ 
vents the Revealer Light of the Mornings 
Dawn by his Flight. 


THE two Sifters Confederates in Mifchief 
never call on their Parents, but Land direftly 
at the Foot of the Rock, which they afcend 
with all the fpeed of eager Defire \ and being 
got to the Sunnnet, not waiting for the Carrie 
er-Wind, with a blind licentious Temerity 

leap up into the Air ^ but Zephir mindful of 

the Royal Mandate, unwillingly receiv’d them 

into his airy Bofom, and delivers them fafe 
to the pointed Place. Whence they with equal, 
and fpeedy Pace enter the Palace, and belying 
the Foe under the holy Name of Sifterhood 
they Embrace their deftin’d Prey, and deep 
under a fair pleafing Countenance concealing 

the 
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the Abundance of hidden Fraud they hater 
her in this -manner. 



THUS by degres with a diifembled Affe- 
ftion and falfe Love they invade the unguard¬ 
ed Mind of their innocent Sifter and having 
refre fil’d themfelves after the Fatigue of their 
Journeywith warm Baths, (he leads them in¬ 
to her Parlour, flie cordially regales them with 
all the Dainties of a magnificent Banquet. 
She - fir ft commands her invifible Minftrels to 


footh their Ears with the Lute, -immediately 

" J 

the nimble Fingers tho’ unfeen run o’er : the. 

trembhng Strings, and bring forth a foft amo¬ 
rous complaining Sound. Next (lie orders the 
Flute to vary the Melody, and immediately 
the infpir’d Breath fent out Sounds gentle and 
delightful. Then to compleat -the Harmouy 
{he bids the Chorus fill the concave Arches of 


the Room, immediately all the Voices join in 
th? Mefody j .which being fo fine and yet fo 

L 4 folitary 
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folitary footed the Minds of thbfe, that heard 
it with a Harmony moft fweet, and moving. 

BUT the obdurate Malice of thefe wicked 
Hags, not foften’d by the divine Sweetnefs of 
the Mufick, remain’d ftill aftive, they cun¬ 
ningly turn their Difcourfe to the Snare, they 
had laid for her Ruin. Then with all the 
Hypocrifie of a disenabled Kindnefs begin to 

enquire of her, what fort of Husband lhe had, 
and of what Parentage and Family he was > 
But Vfyche having forgot the former Account, 
which lhe had given of her Husband, with 
too much Simplicity frames a new Story. She 
tells them her Husband was of the next Pro- 
vince, driving a mighty Trade with abundance 
of Money • as to his Age he was fomething 
paft the Noon of Life, his head being ftrow’d 
here, and there with a grey Hair. Nor dwel¬ 
ling at all on the Difcourfe, loading them with 
rich Prefents, lhe commits them to the Winds 
to be convey’d to the Rock. But as Zephints 
was bearing them aloft in a gentle Breeze of 
• Air, they had this Difcourfe. 



little a tinie can bring fo great, an Alteration <? 
You may certainly ajjiire your felf, my dear Si¬ 
fter, that fie either forg’d this Lye to impofi 
upon us, or elfe fie does not know the Form of 
her Husband. But let it be ‘which it will fie 
mnfi be expel!d from thefe Riches, as foon as 
His pojjible for its to effeB it. If fie really do 
not know the Form of her Husband, he is fime 
of the Gods, andfo the Child, that fie goes with 
will fiare his Divinity •, and fiou'd this little 
defpicable Slut once have a Divine OJf-fpring 
I certainly fiou’d hang my felf. Let us there¬ 
fore return to our Parents, and by a weft co¬ 
loured Deceit manage them to our Ends , 


THEY put their Refolves in Execution 
that Night, and in the Morning return to the 
Rock, and by the ufuai Vehicle of the Wind, 
they make a fpeedy Paflage through the Air 
down to PJyche ^ and with forc’d Tears they 
attack their young innocent Sifter in this man¬ 
ner. -“ Happy in your own Imagination, 

f* and blefs’d in your Ignorance alone of thofe 
“ terrible Evils, that hover over you, you fit 
* e here incurious of your own Danger. But 
we who watch for your Good with a vigi- 
f‘ lant Care, find miferable Torment in the 
“ View of your haftening Ruin. For our un- 
weary’d Induftry has made a fatal Difcovery 

“ of the Truth of the matter, and there is a 

* * * * 
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their Caufe, and your.Safety their End 
cc Inftead of a Husband miferahle Woman, you 
<c take each Night to your Arms a vaft, and 
“ devouring Serpent, who glides along the 
“ Plain in various Volumes, and a wide pefti- 
« lential Mouth, that at once Poifons and De- 
“ vours. Call to mind the Pythian Oracle a 
“ that declar’d you Deftin ? d to marry a dire- 
<c ful and tremendous Beaft. The Inhabitants 
“ of this Place obferving him returning home 

<c from his.Prey in the Evening, and gliding 
<c through the Neigb’ring Waters, fav that he 


cc 


inly nouriih you up for 
the Dainties in the Univerft 
l are pretty near your time. 
Model for his odious Maw 


J # * 

being 


you 


All 


confider is whether you will agree with 


CC 


your own dear 01 Iters bolicitous 
dear Health, and Safety, and decli 
tain Death, Live with us fecure 


all 


Danger and Fear, or be bury’d in the Bow¬ 
els of a monftrous cruel Beall. But if you 

are wedded to the vocal Solitude of this 
Country Retreat \ or the filthy Delights of 
the fecret V enereal Enjoyment of a fetid and 
dangerous Conjun&ion, and the Embraces 
te of a venemous Serpent, we have at leaft done 
our Duty like pious, and loving Sifters. 
Remember likewife how you have incens’d 
Venus : , and that from her you are impos’d on 

in the Senfes by flight, the Power of her. 


4C 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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’* Deity being able to make,a more monftrpus 
Being pafs for a Cupid in the Dark. 

THE poor haplefs PJjche full of Simplici¬ 
ty and Fear, is ftrook with a pannick Terror 

with the terrible Story and being thus quite 
out of her Wits, file reveals to them all the 
Admonitions her Huffiand had given her againft 
Enquiries into his Perfon, and Form •, and her 
Promifes to curb fo natural a Curiolity in the 
Sex. By this Folly precipitating herfelf from 
the higheft Point of Happinefs into the Abyfs 
of Calamities. All trembling, and pale (he 

addreifes herfelf to the fatal Advifers in this 


manner, Fear breaking all her Words in their 


utterance 


CC 




u 


My Thanks mv dear Sifters 


are your due for thefe pious offices of Sifter- 
“ hood, which have given you fuch a Concern 
tc in my Affairs. I am indeed too apt to believe, 
w that thofe who gave you this Information 
were guilty of no Forgery,for I have never yet 
tc beheld my Huiband’s Face, nor do I know 
“ who, or what he is j and only hearing him 

“ by Night, I fupport a Hufband of an uncer- 
u tain Condition, and one, that perpetually 
ffiuns th e Day-light. I am too apt to believe 
“ him to be fome fuch Portentous Thing, as 
“ you defcribe, notwithftanding that malig- 
“ nant Power of Venus has robbed my Senfes 
* c of their Facuities, fo ar tfullv to deceive, them, 
that he feems .a beautiful Youth to my Fin- 


4 C 


U 


v — 


P ger’Sj EmbraceSj affif iviires. For ; he has al- 

• l '" *.' . " ' “ \yays 
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“ ways deterr’d me from a defire of feeing his 
cc Face, denouncing moft terrible Threats for 
tc my Indulgence of any fuch Curiofity. If 
<e you can, therefore, bring any help to your 
fC unhappy Sifter defer it not in her Danger. 


THE wicked Sifters having thus open’d 
the Avenues to their pernicious Defign, by a 
full difeovery of their Sifters Condition, they 
now attack her with the Drawn Sword (as I 
may fay) of open Fraud, addrefling her in this 

manner.- <£ The Tyes of Blood oblige us 

“ to have no Fear of any Danger before us in 
ct the Purfuit of your Safety,we Ihall therefore 
“ difeover to you the only way, that all our 
<c many Thoughts and Confultations cou’d 
“ fiirnilh to your Deliverance, and that is thus, 
“ Take care to hide a Razor perfedly well fet, 
u on your fide of the Bed, provide alfo a Lamp 
<c well replenilh’d with Oil, that it may give a 
fufficient Light to gratify your Curiofity, 
(e and Attempts at Liberty. Let this Lamp 
“ be conceal’d from the nioft curious fearching 


CC 


CC 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


Eye. Having made all thefe Preparations, 
he being in his firft, and founded: Sleep, then 
flipping out of Bed take up your revealing 
Lamp, and by its Light dired your Execu¬ 
tion by cutting off the monftrous Head with 
your Razor, and a bpld Heart, and Hand, 
Nor fliall our Help be-wanting to you, but 


we ihall wait near with an impatient; Anxiety 
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c ‘ when bearing away all this Treafure we 
‘‘ will Marry you to a Man, fince you are a 
tc Woman. 

^ ^4 4 • ♦ * M 

HAVING with fuch pernicious Difcourfe 
corrupted and inflam’d the Bofom of VJ)che t 
they leave her with all imaginable fpeed, fear¬ 
ing, that a Mifchief fo enormous fhou’d reach 
e’en themfelves if they ftay’d near it: Born 
up by the fwift gentle Winds they mounted 
to the Rock, and thence they make their ut- 
moft fpeed to their Ships, all whofe Sails 
being fill’d with a favourable Breez, they flew 

from the Coaft. 

% 

BUT PJyche being left alone (if fhe can be 

faid to be alone, who is haunted by the fur¬ 
rounding Furies) is toft like a tempeftuous 

Ocean with the Gufts of Grief, and Concern. 
And tho’ fhe is fix’d in her Defigns, and obfti- 

nate in her Determinations •, yet is fhe uncertain 
what to do, and diftra&ed in the Apprehen- 
lions of her approaching Calamities. She is 
now full of fpeed, then dilatory •, now bold 
then fearful, fhe is diffident, and angry, and 
which is the greateft extreamity in the fame 
Perfon fhe loves the Hufband, and hates the 
Beaft. But the Dufky Evening drawing on 
full fpeed, the gloomy Night, fhe prepares all 
the Inftruments of her Nefarious Enterprize. 


THE 
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TH& Night is come, the Hufband in Bed, 
and the firft Enjoyments being over he falls 
into a profound Sleep 5 when Pfyche other- 
wife of a tender Body, and Mind, the Cruel¬ 
ty of Fate aflifting her now gathers Courage, 
and Force* and taking out the Lamp, and 
grafping the Razor her Boldnefs transform’d 

the Sex. But when by the Beams of the Lamp 
the Secrets of Bed flood difcover’d to her 
Eyes, file faw the moft Mild, and Sweet of all 
Wild Beafts e’en the very God of Love± the 
beautiful Cupid, lying moft beautifully ex¬ 
tended on the Bed. By the Afpect of 

whofe Countenance the Lamp receiv’d a 
fort of Chearfiilnefs, and the Razor repent¬ 
ed it felf of its Sacriledgious Edge; 


BUT Vfyche, terrify’d with fo great and 
awful a Sight, impoterit of Mind, a deadly 
Palenefs ufurping her Crimfon Cheeks, and 
trembling every Limb, fell down on her Knees, 
liot knowing where fo well to hide the Steel, 
as in - her own Bofom, which fhe certainly 
had done, had not the Razor afraid of a 
Wickedriefs fo great, flown juft then, in her 
Fall, out of her Hand. In the wearinefs of 
Fear, and Terror by looking on that Divine 
Face fhe is refreftied, and made Well. She 
fees the genial Locks of his golden Head all 
Eflenced with Ambrofia. The Ringlets beau¬ 
tifully, and becomingly entangled, wand’ring 

o’er 





WHILE PJfyche thus with Curiofity, and 
Amazement, furveys, admires,.and handles her 
Hufband’s Arms, fhe draws out of the Quiver 
one of the Arrows, and with the Tip of her 
Finger touching the point to try its Sharp- 
nefs, her hands trembling fhe pierc’d the 
„ Flefh fo deep, that fome Drops of her rofy 
Blood diftili’d from the Wound. And thus 
ig'ndrafit Vfyche voluntarily fell in Love with 
LOVE. Then burning more, and more with 
the Defire of Cupid, turning her greedy Eyes 
on him with infatiable Looks, and multiply¬ 
ing petulant Kilfes, her only Fear was, that 
he ihou’d wake too foon. 

BUT 


» 
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_ _ _ __a __ _ 

BUT while {he was in this fluctuating 
Mind the ill-fated Lamp, threw out a drop of 
hot Oyl on the Right Shoulder of the God* 
Cupid thus burnt leap up in an Inftaftt, and 
feeing the Evidence of a forfeited Fidelity 
without faying one word he vaniftfd from 
the Arms and Bofom of his moft unhappy 
Wife. But Pfyche prefently with her Hafids 
caught hold of his right Leg, as he was moun¬ 
ting, the miferable Appendix of his fublime 
Journey through the Regions of the Air j but 
at laft quite tired the fell down to the 
Ground. 

9 

# I 

• # 

d 
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Cupid ’j fareWel Speech to Pfyche, her attempt 
to Drown herfelf , is jmfd by the River- 
God , aiid Comforted by Pan j her Revenge 
o?i both her Sifters. 

H ER Lover God not yet forfaking her 

dejeded on the Ground, flies to the Top 
of the next Cypres Tree, and from its 
lofty Top fpoke to her in this manner. - ’ ■■■ - -' 
“ Thou foolifti PJyche , I, not regarding my 
“ Mother Venus' s Command of making you iri 
“ Love with fome mean Son of the Mob, 
“ chofe rather to fly to yon, as a.Lover my 
felf. I know I have done this lightly, and 
“ without Confideration, and I, who boaft my 
“ felf fo good an Archer, have wounded my 
“ felf with mv own Arrow, and made thee 
“ my Wife it feems, that you ihou’d think me 
« a J 3 eaft, and reward my Indulgence with a 
“ defign to cut off my Head, that bears thofe 
if very Eyes, which are Love'rs of you. This 
“ was the fatal Danger I fo often bid you be- 
“ ware, and of this I gave you fo often a kind 
u and benevolent Warning. But thofe egre- 

** gious Counfellors of yours fliall fpeedily pay 
4 ‘ me the Punifhment of fo pernicious an 

41 Advice* But all the Punifliment, that I 

M “ will 
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48 will inflift on you, is immediately to take 
“ my Flight from you for ever. With the 
lad Word he utter’d he mounted into the Air *, 
but Pjyche lay proftrate on the Ground gazing 
on her foaring Hufband, purfuing him with 
her Eyes as far as fhe cou’d, filling the Place, 
and tormenting herfelf with mournful Lamen¬ 
tations. But when by the Oars of his Wings 
he had born himfelf quite out of her fight *, 
fhe threw herfelf from the Bank of the next 
River headlong into its Stream. But the gen¬ 
tle River God betwixt fear for himfelf, and 

' honour for the God, who us’d to fet fire to 
the Waters themfelves, immediately on the 
Back of an innoxious Wave deliver’d her fafe 
to the Green and flowry Bank. 

IT happen’d at that Time, that the Rural 

God Pan was Embracing the Goddefs Canna , 

on the Brow of the River, and teaching her 

to Sing all manner of Words. Near them 

brouz’d on the Grafs a wanton Herd of Kids; 
• _ 

The Goat-God not ignorant of her Fortune, 
calling Pfyche quite fpent and wounded to 
him, booths her Troubles with this kind Dif* 
courfe. -—“ I am indeed, ray pretty One, a 
“ Rural God, and a Goatherd, but by the Be- 
“ nefit of Old Age I am become Matter of fe- 
i( veral ufeful Experiments, and if I conjecture 
“ right, from that reeling, and doubtful 

“ Gate, and the too much Palenefs in your 

“ Countenance 




V 
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“ Countenance, your perpetual Sighing, and 
“ thofe Eyes full of Sorrow, you are extream 
“ Sick of Love. Liften therefore to me, at- 4 
54 tempt no more to Drown your felf, or to 
“ put any other untimely End to vour Days $ 
“ lay afide your Grief, and ptit an End to your 
“ Sorrows •, and rather by your Prayers, and 
Devotions pay the Worth ip to the greateft 
<c of the Gods.- And employ the fame Arts* 
u and Endeavour to deferve him, as if he was 

I « ^ 

“ a delicate, and luxurious Youth, that is, by 
“ kind, and foft Obfequioufnefs, and Duty, 


PSYCHE without making any Reply 
ador’d the Salutary Divinity, and proceeds on 
her Journey, Before (he had Travel’d far 
with her painful Steps purfuing an unknown. 
Path it brought her to a City, where the Huf- 
band of One of her Sifters was King which 
when fhe linderftood, Ihe took care to have her 

J i ' 

Coming made known to her Sifter: To whom 

being introduc’d, and the firft Embraces of 
Welcome being over, her Sifter enquir’d the 
Caufe of her Vifit,. to whom PJyche thus re- 
ply’d. -—-“ You muft needs remember the 
“ Advice you gave me, to kill with a Razor 
“ that dreadful Beaft, that lay with me under 
“ the Name of a Huiband, and wou’d foon 

“ devour me: But as foon as the confcious 

• « 

“ Cight had difeover’d his Face, my Eyes were 
sc furpriz’d with a wonderful divine Sight, for 

M2 u i 
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“ I faw the lovely Son of the Goddefs Venus, 

“ the very Cupid himfelf bound up in a gentle 
<c Slumber, and while I was fufpended with 
u Amazement and Confufion at the Sight of 
tc fo great a God, and labour’d under an irapo- 
“ tent Defire of P oflefling, and difturb’d with 
“ the Ardour of the Pleafure, by an unlucky 
M chance the burning Lamp boild’d up, and 
“ fparkled on his Ivoiy Shoulders. Awak’d 
“ by the Pain, and difcovering the Weapop, 

tc and Light in my hands he laid- Tor this 

“ dire Wickednefs immediately quit my Bed, 
“ and get you about your Bufmefs, I will novo 

join my felf in Marriage to your Sijler. -- 

tc Naming your Name, and fo he immediately 
“ commanded Zephir to blow me out of his 

K Territories. 

* 

/ 

PSYCHE had fcarce done her Story but 
agitated by the Sting of Madnefs, Lull, Envy 
and Ambition, deceiving her Hulband with a 
plaufible Lye of News of her Parents Death, 
Ihe went a Shipboard, and Sail’d diredly for 
the Rock. And tho 1 another Wind then 

i 

blow’d, yet blind with a falfe hope cry¬ 
ing out- Receive me, Cupid, a Wife wor¬ 

thy thee, and thou Zephir take up thy So¬ 
vereign leaping up as high as Ihe was able 
Ihe fell headlong down the Precipice, not 
able ev’n in her Death to arrive at that 

happy and coveted Abode, but as Ihe de¬ 
fend. 




ferv’d, was torn to pieces by the Rocks in 
her Fall, and fo became Food for the Birds 
and Beafts of Prey. 


« • * 

NOR was the enduing Revenge' delayed. 

For PJyche in her wandring Journey, arriv’d 
at laft at another City, where the Hulband 
of her other Sifter reign’d ^ who deceiv’d, 
and Sinning in the fame manner met with the 

fame terrible Fate. 



■* 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 

- 


The Difcovery of the Amour of Pfyehe, and 
Qupid, made hy the Sea Gull to Venus in 
the- Court of. Oceanus. The angry Speech 

: jhe makes to Cupid, and Reflation of deli¬ 
vering him over to he punijh’d by Sobriety. 

tier Complaint to Juno, and Ceres, their 
Defence of Cupid, and her Return to, the 

Ocean, 

* 


W HILE Rfyche, was wand’ring about 

the World in fearch of her be¬ 
loved Cupid, he was confin’d to his 
Mother’s Bed by the Anguilh of the fatal 
Lamp, then that white Bird call’d Gavia, or 

the Sea-Gull , who Swims, with his Wings on 
the Waves of the Sea, div’d down to the pro¬ 
found Bofom of the Ocean •, where Swi'ming 
clofe by Venus , as file was a Walhing and 
' Bathing her felf, in his Language (and Venus , 
that governs every Creature underftands the 
Language of them all) informs her of the, 
Bum of her Son, and the Pain he endur’d, 

- his uneafie Complaint ev’n doubts of its Cure, 

6C He told her farther, That the whole Fami- 
<s ly of Venus had npile of the beft Names 
“ among the People, who complain that he 
“ is retir’d to a Girl on the Mountains, and 

• c you to your Sliming here in the §ea^ 
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w this double Abfence of the Regents of Love 
“ from the AfFairs of Mankind had made e- 
“ very thing in'the World go to Rack. This 
“ was the Caufe, that there was no Pleafure, 

“ no Gaiety, at all, hit every thing Rude, un~ 

“ cooth and horrid. That all conjugal Nnp- 
“ tials, focial Friendships, Love of Children ■ 

“ and Parents were all at an 'End, and nothing 

* o 

“ but enormous Filth and unhappinefs to be 
“found, and mfiveet Loathfomenefs of fordid 
“ CompaBs, 


THUS did the loquacious Bird prate abu- 
fing the Ear of Venus with Calumnies on her 
Son. Venus being Angry at this Account of 
her AfFairs cou’d not contain lier Refentment 
in filence, but exclaim’d in this manner. 

So then, faid (he, this hopeful Son of mine has 

got him a Miftrefs too <? Come tell me thou, 
who alone doji faithful Service to me, tell me 
who has folicited, and corrupted the Flaked 
ingenuous Boy .<? Is fie one of the Nymphs, the 
Hours, the Mufes; or of ?ny Train one of the 
Graces § 


THE tatling Bird let her know that if 
he was not miftaken the Name of the Object 
of her Sons Love was PJyche. Venus at 

that full of Indignation cries-- Does he 

then love that Rival of my Beauty, and Emu¬ 
late efs of my Name l Con'd he find no other to. 

M 4 mah 
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make his Property of hut me , who firjl brought 
him to the Knowledge of her ? 

\ 

FULL of this Indignation fhe fhoots out 
of the Ocean fwifter, than an Arrow, and 
takes her way dire&ly to her Bed-Cham¬ 
ber j where fhe found her Son fick, as fhe 
|iad been told, and raving at the Pain. -—* 

■ c Thefe are very fine doings indeed young 
tc Gentleman, laid (he in a Paffion, and very 
(i agreeable to our Dignity, and Birth, and to 
■ c your Temperance } Fir ft for you to tram- 
pie on the Precepts of your Lady and Mo- 
“ ther \ not only not tormenting my hated 

“Enemv with that infamous Love, I qr? 

“ dain ? d her, but that you fhou’d take her to 

fe your unripe Embraces, on purpofe to make 
“ my Enemy my Daughter-in-Law. But I 
“ fuppofe you Trifler, that you think, I cannot 
• • have another Son. Know, therefore, that I 
(t will beget another Sdh better, than thee • or 
“ rather, that you may find the: difgrace, and 
“ contumely the greater, I will adopt one of 
<c my little Slaves, and to him will I give 
“ thole Wings, Flame, Bow, and Arrows, 
ct and all my Furniture and Ammunition of 
tc Love, which I gave you j for they come 
not from your Father but Me. But thou 
“ wert always untoward, and turbulent, how 
manv pf the Older Gods haft thou wpun- 

mt - - ^ 

“ ded, npt fparmg e’en me thy Mother, yes 

“ even me thou Paricide thou haft frequent- 
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“ ly wounded with thy Darts •, you ufe me 
“ as if I were a Widow, and had none to 
“ ftand by me •, nor art thou affraid of thy 
“ Father-in-law the Warriour God, nay to 
“ my perpetual Plague thou haft help’d him 
“ to many a Girl. But I lhall take effectual 
“ eare to make you repent this Gamefome 
“ Trick of yours, and to render your Nup- 
“ rials bitter enough. ! 

“BUT being thus flighted, held in de- 
“ rifion what courfe had I beft take to right 
“ my felf ? How lhall I punifli that little De¬ 
leaver? Shall I apply my .felf to my Ene- 
w my Sobriety $ Whom I have fo often offen- 

“ ded by the Luxury of the young Rogue ? 
“ Muft I have Recourfe to that filthy Ruftic 
“ Woman ? That indeed I tremble at • vet 
“ the Pleafure of Revenge ,js not to be ne- 
“ glefted from any Hand. I muft, therefore, 
“ and will go to her, and her alone, for fhe 
“ will be fure throughly to correft that little 
“ Trifler. She will rifle his Quiver, and dif- 
“ arm all his Arrows-, unbend his Bow, and 
“ extinguilh his Flame, and chaftize his Body 

“ with more violent Punilhments. Then I 

" « ♦ 

“ lhall think my Injury attoned when I have 
“ lhaved off thole Locks, which with my own 
“ hands I often bound with Gold, and crop’d 
, “ off thofe Wings I have walh’d in Nectari- 

^ pus Springs, 


HAVING 
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HAVING given this vent to her Paffion 
full of Venereal Spleen ihe trip’d out of 
Doors • where Ceres and Juno meeting her , 
in' this Mood, and perceiving her angry Coun¬ 
tenance-. afk’d her why fhe wou’d do fo much 
Injury to her fparkling • Eyes, by fo fullen, 
and difagreeable a Contraction of her Brows ? 

To whom Venus thus reply’d,- You are 

met very opportunely to be the Executioners 
of that Violence of Hate, and Anger, that 
rages in my Bofom. I beg you, therefore, with 
your utmofl Care, and Diligence, to find out 
that fugitive Girl , Pfyche. For to be fure the 
famous Adventures of my Hcufe, and of my 
Son cannot be unknown to you. 

0 

BUT they endeavouring to foften, and 
mitigate the cruel Anger of Venus ■—— 
What flrange Offence has your Son commit¬ 
ted that you difiurb his Pleafures with 
fo violent a Psige? And feek to deferoy her 
whom he loves ? How can we impute it to him 
as~a Cyme, if he was pleas’d to be belov’d by 
a beautiful young Virgin? Don’t you know of 
what Sex, and what Age he is ? Or have you 
indeed forgot how Old he is ? What becaufe he 
carries his Tears pretty well wou’d you always 
make a Boy of him ? Come, come, confider you 
are his Mother, a Lady of Prudence, and 
Wifdom ■, will you, therefore, always with fo 
curious and inquifitive an Eye prie into his 
Sport , and blame bh Dalliances and Loves , 

4m 

* 




THE Fear of his Darts made them pay 
this Flatery to Cupid in a gracious Patronage 
of his Caufe. But Venus^ angry at this ri-r, 
diculous Treatment of her Injuries ^ leaving 
them in a huff pafs’d on to the Qcean. i 
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CHAP. VIII. 

♦ 

% 

■ 

w 

The anxious Travels of Pfyche in purfuit of 

Cupid, her Adventures at the Temples of 
Ceres, and Juno. Their reje&ing her Piety, 
and Prayers •, and her Refolution to fur ren¬ 
der herfelf up to Venus. 


A * 

* » « 

*T) STCHE in the mean while was driven 

1 about from Place to Place varioufly wan¬ 
dring Day and Night without Eafe or 
Repofe every where enquiring after her Hus¬ 
band, made more eager of purfuing, by the 
difficulty of finding him •, in hopes to pro¬ 
pitiate his Anger with the moft humble of 
Prayers, if ffie fhou’d fail to do it by foft ten¬ 
der Words, and all the moving Allurements 
of Love and Defire. Calling her inquifitive 
Eyes on a lofty Mountain, difcovering on its 
brow a magnificent Temple fhe figh’d and 
faid to herfelf Perhaps my Love , my Lord in¬ 
habits there! and immediately with hafty 
Steps fhe directs her Journey thither. Tho* 
tyr’d, and quite fpent with her dayly La¬ 
bours, yet fpirited, and excited by Hope and 
and tender Wifhes pafling the highefl Ridges 
of the Mountain fhe enters the Temple. 


Aft 


urements 


SHE was no fooner Enter’d but fhe faw 
heaps of Com in loofe Ears, and fome twilled 

vm 
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into Sheafs, and Garlands ^ with mingled Ears 
of Barley. Scatter’d about lay Reap-hooks 
and Rakes, and all the Inftruments of the 
Harveft, without order or decency, as thrown 
carelelly out of the weary Reapers Hands in 

the fultry Hours of the Day. 

• % 

<% 

« 

THIS impious Confufion the pious Pfyche 
puts an End to by feperating, and forting ev’ry 
thing to its proper place and kind ^ believing 
that fhe ought to negleft none of the Temples 
of the Gods, but endeavour by her Piety to 
engage them all in her Protection. The holy 
Ceres , whofe Temple this was, finds her thus 
Religioufly employ’d, and thus cries out to 

her.- Ah! Pfyche truly worthy of our Pity! 

Venus full of Rage and Indignation feeks you 
all about the World , to inffiB on your Devoted 
Head the extreamefl of Punifbments , directing 
the whole Force of her Divinity into one terri¬ 
ble Revenge. Tet regardlefs of thy oxen Safety 
thou art bujie now about my Affairs. 

PSYCHE then throwing herfelf at her 

Feet, and waffling them with Floods of 
pearly Tears, while her difhrevel’d Locks lie 
ftragling on the Floor, with many an Ardent 

Prayer begs her Pardon.- 1 implore you , 

faid fhe, by that frugiferous Right hand , that 

fcatters Fertility round. By the jocund Ceremonies 

of the Harvefl! by the ftlent Rites of the Baf 
keti By your Chariot drawn by flying Dragons! 
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By the Furrows of the Sicilian Glebe ! By the 
rapacious Chariot! The tenacious Earth ! By 
■ the gloomy Defcent and Nuptials o/Troferpina! 
By the Difcovery and Return of your Daughter 
to Light! And the other Secrets , which are 
conceal'd on the Sacriflies of the Attic Eleufi- 
nis! Support the Soul of your Pfyche worthy 
at leaf of your Pity ! Suffer ■ me to lie hid here 

in yon heap of Corn a few days, till the cruel 

Anger of fo great a Goddefs be mitigated by 
Time , and remit of its Fury! Or at leafl allow 

me fo much Time as to refrejb my weary d Limbs i 
quite tired by Labour and Travel! 


T O this Prayer Ceres made her this Re¬ 
ply. - -lam mov'd by your Prayers and Tears , 

and own a Defire to affif you • but that I know 
not how to bear the Reproaches of a Kindred 
Deity , with whom I have had an ancient Tye 
of Friendfhip. Depart, therefore, from this 
Temple immediately, and acknowledge my Pity i 
and your own Happinefs in that I permit you to 
be gone , and do not feize you for Venus. 


P ST CHE receiving, contrary to her Hopes, 

a Repulfe fo fevere, and opprefs’d now with a 

l the Valley beneath 


Mountain difcovers a E 
Strudure furrounded by a fliady Grove 


unwilling to omit any Way 
better Hope, and Defirous of the Pardon of 

any of the Gods, approaches, with humble 

Feet 
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Feet the facred Porch. Being come to the 
Place Ihe finds rich Offerings, and Prefents 
affix’d to the Trees and the Pillars-, which 
exprefs’d the Favour Receiv’d, and the God¬ 
dess to whom they were Dedicated. 

THEN throwing herfelf on her Knees, 
and embracing the Altar, and wiping away 
her flowing Tears, fhe addrefs’d herfelf to her 

in this Prayer.-- Thou Sifter, and Wife 

of great Jupiter, Whether you abode in the 
ancient Temples of Samos, which glories in your 
querulous hi fancy, and Nourijbment ^ or fre¬ 
quent the happy Seats of the lofty Carthage, 
which adores you yet a Virgin mounting to Hea¬ 
ven in your Chariot drawn by Lions! Or whe¬ 
ther you prefide o'er the Walls of llhtjlrious Ar¬ 
gos, and the Banks o/Inachus, which celebrate 
thee juft Marry'd to the Thunderer, and Queen 
of the Gods! Whom all the Eaft adore under the 
fame of Zygia, and whom all the Weft invoke 
in the fame of the Lucina! Be thou Juno the 
flayer of this Extreamity of my Misfortunes ! 
Deliver and fave me, quite tir'd out with the 
Fatigue of Labours fo long, and fo manifold, 
from the fear of that imminent Danger that 
threatens me ! I know that of thy own Volun¬ 
tary Goodnefs thou comeft to the Ajjiftance of 
thofe that are in Child-Bed $ oh let not then my 
Invocation be in vain! - 
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JUNO otf this Addrefs immediately pre- 
fents herlelf to her full of all the Native Ma- 
jefty of her Divinity, and gives her this Re¬ 
ply. -* I woifd mo(l willingly, Pfyche, have 

my Daughter-in-haw Venus yield to your Pray¬ 
ers • yet Modefly and Decency require , that l 
do nothing in Defpight of the Will, and again(l 
Venus, whom I have always lov'd as my Daugh¬ 
ter. Bejides the Law forbids me to receive 
into my ProteBion any fugitive Servant of ano¬ 
ther, without her Confent. --- 

* 

«% 

PSYCHE now quite confounded with 
this fecond Ihipwrack of her Fortune, and 
defpairing of recovering her Volatile Hufband 
laying afide all Hopes of fafety, fhe thus 

Reafons in her own Thoughts- To what 

other Relief or Defence can I flie from Miferies 
unfuppartable, when the Goddeffes , tbo* will¬ 
ing, dare allow me no AJJiflance ? Whither or 
to what place Jhall I direB my wandr-ing Steps, 
when Entangled in Nets fo inextricable ? Hid 
in what Recefs can I efcape, or what Gloom 
is dark, enough to Conceal me from the ine¬ 
vitable Eye of all powerful Venus .<? AJJ'ume 
therefore a Mafculine Mind, my Soul, and dare 
to renounce all thy vain little Hopes, and 
voluntarily furrender thy felf into the Hands 
of thy Lady, and Sovereign, and try to miti¬ 
gate her kindled Wrath by thy Modejly tho’ 
late! Bejides it may be thou fnayjl in his 

Mother's 
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Mother's Houfe find him , whom fo' long thou 
hafi faught every where elfe invain .<? 

HAVING thus fortify’d her Mind to 
adventure on her dubious Duty, of rather 
certain Ruin, file ruminates in her head how 
file (hall begin, and what fay firft to Venusi 
moft moving, and belt to her Purpofe, Aid 
goes along* 







CHAP,! 



CHAP. IX. 

Mercury cries Pfyche by the Order 0/Venus, 

1 vith her Reward to thofe y who pall dip over 

her. Pfyche furrenders herfelf. Her fu- 
wpment , and the three firfl Labours impos'd 
on her by Venus. 



UT Venus approving none of the Earth¬ 
ly Remedies fhe cou’d meet with, returns 
to Heaven. She commands that Chariot to 
be made ready, which Vulcan having wrought 
with admirable Art, and all the fine fubtilty 
of the file, and pretious in a Wafte of Gold, 
prefented her before the Nuptials. Four lit¬ 
tle Turtle-Doves , out of many that perch’d 
by her Bed-chamber door, with joyful Ringlets 
afiiime the pleafing Yoke adorn’d with Gems, 
and taking up their Lady with joyous Wings 
fupport her through the Empireal Air. The 
Chariot was attended by Flock of Sparrows 
whofe amorous Cherpings, with other Birds 
give notice of the Approach of Venus, in a 
natural, and fweet founding Melody. ■ 


THE Clouds give way, and the Heav’ns 
expand their Bofome wide to their beloved 

Daughter, and the Highefl: Sky with Joy' ad¬ 
mits the Goddefs. Nor does the Sonorous 

Family of Venus fear the awful Eagle , or ra¬ 
pacious Hawk. Then directing her Courfe 

to the Imperial Palace of Jove, where deman¬ 
ding 
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ding the Neceflary A Alliance of the Vocal 

God Mercury, Jove’s azure Brow fmil’d gra¬ 
cious his Affent. Then Venus accompany’d 
by Mercury flies triumphantly thro’- Heav’n y 
and as they pafs along fhe' addrefles her felf 
to him in this felicitous manner, —* 



MY dear Arcadian Brother , you know, that 

your Sifter Venus never did any thing without 

the Prefencd of Met envy and you-know how 
long I have fanght in vain for my Female 
Slave , that hides her felf from me } all there¬ 
fore , that I defire of you is to cry her hi a 
■public manner. Take Care therefore to fee 

my Commands pun finally Obey'd, nor forget 

any of the Marks , by which jhe may be known , 
left any one plead Ignorance for the -Crime of 
concealing her. 

• • 

% ► 

SHE gave him on this a Paper with 

PJyche’s Name and all elfe, that was necef- 
fary to be mention’d and immediately went 
hence to her own Palace. Mercury negle&ed 

not the Performance of her Commands for 
palling through all Nations he cry’d her iii 
thefe Words. 


Mercury’.? Proclamation of Pfyche.- 

» 

IF ANY MAN, OR WOMAM IK 

COUNTRY, TOWN, OR CITY CAN 

TELL TALE OR TIDINGS OF, OR 

Ni SEIZE 

* 
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SEIZE IN HER FLIGHT, OR DIS- 
COVER WHERE HID A FUGI¬ 
TIVE KING’S DAUGHTER, AND 
SERVANT TO VENUS, PSTCHE 
BY NAME, L*ET HIM OR HER 
COME TO MERCURT THE CRY- 
ER, AND RECEIVE AS A REWARD 
OF THE DISCOVERY FROM VE¬ 
NUS HER SELF SEVEN KISSES, 
AND ONE ENCHANTING TOUCH 
OF HER CHARMING TONGUE. 

MERCURT having thus proclaim’d it, 

the Defire of fo vaft a Reward rais’d an adive 
Emulation among all Mortals who Ihou’d 
gain it-. This took away from Pfyche all 
manner of doubt, and delay j fo that now ap¬ 
proaching the Gates of her Ladies Palace, £he 
is firft met by one of the Domeftics of Venus 
call’d C-UST 0 ME, who cry’d out imme¬ 
diately as loud as fhe cou’d — Ho! do you at 
lajl mofl unduty fid, and faith lefs of Servants 
begin to imagine that you really have a Mif- 

trefs ? And do you as you fee, pretend Ignorance 

of the Pains, and Fatigue, you have cofl us in 
feeking you out ? But it is well, that you are 
fallen into my Hands , and that you think fit 
even in the Gripe of Death to file home, to 
receive a Punijbment for your Contumacy. 

9 

HAVING utter’d thefe infulting Re¬ 
proaches Twilling her hands in the Hair of 

her 
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her head Ihe dragg’d her in a door without 
any Refiftance. Venus beholding her thus 
brought in burft out into a Loud but $corn T 
ful Laughter, and Ihaking her head —-— Are 
you at laji pleas'd, laid (he, to com? and pay 
your Duty to your Mother-in-Law <? Or did 
you rather come to fee your Sick Hujband , yet 
lafd up of the Wound given him by his loving 
Wife .<? But be not in Fear, I fall give you 
fuch a Reception as becomes my Sons Wife , 
and my Daughter-in-Law. Where are my 

Maids, SOLICITUDE, and SOR¬ 
ROW? 

ft 

ft 

f 

0 

THOSE being call’d in, Ihe deliver’d her 
over to them to be tortur’d. They in Obe¬ 
dience to their Sovereigns Commands having 
lafh’d her all over, and put her to the other 
Torments, which they ufually execute, bring 
her back before Venus: Who laughing again 

with a Malignant Joy, burft out at laft in 

this manner ■—-—■ But behold, faid ihe, her 
fuelling Belly moves my Co?npaJJion, ftnce by 

that it is, that jhe is to make me a happy Grand- 
Mother. That Venerable Name is a Happy- 
nefs indeed to be defir ed in the middle of our 
Age ! And the Son of a iiile Slave fall be 
honour'd -with the Name of Grand-S.011 of 
Venus! Tho * I wrongfully call him my Quind- 
Son, for there is no Parity, nor Legality in 
the Match hudled up in a Village , without 
Wipnefs, and the Confent of his Parents , 

3 wdmk 
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•which makes the Nuptials illegal ', fo that if I 
ftoiid fuffer thee to bring thy infamous Off- 
fpring to light , it mu(l be a Ba (lard, . 

HAVING, laid this Ihe flies upon her, 

tears off ali her Garments in feveral places, 
and having cut off her Hair, and beat her 

about the Head, taking Wheat , Barley , Millet , 

Poppy-feef Vetiles , Beans , and Lentils , fhe 
mixt them all together throughly in one Heap, 

and thus fhe fpoke to her with Contempt,— 

Ton feem to me a Servant fo deform d and ugly , 
that the only way , that you can merit your Lover 
mijl be by dint of Induflry and . Diligence *, 
and therefore I will flip felf make\ tryal lof iyour 
good Houfewifry i and Care y take,.and fepe- 
rate all thefe Grains, and put each, of the fame 
kind in a parcel by it felf an eafie and fmall 
fa(k for you to finijh before the Evening . 

y— ^ • , . * 

• „ 

9 

THUS having fet her foTai’ge a Heap 
of blended Grains to feperate dhe departed 
to her Supper. 

♦ « 

BUT Pfyche i.n a-. perfect.Confirmation 
at the Enormous Work fat ftupid, and filent 
without moving a hand to the inextricable 
Heap. •' ■ •• ■■ 


4 1 


IN the nridft of this Defpair' -Cupid ftirs 
up the little Jnt, the . Native.\©f ;the 
Fields to take compaflipn on her info •ihfilb 
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perable a Difficulty- the Leader execrating 
the Step-Mothers Cruelty fummons together 
all the bufie Legions of the Neighbouring 
Emets in founds miftically fignifying thefe 

Words, -.— ■ Take pity ye aBive Nurfelings 

of the Omniparent Earth! Take Pity , and 
with fpeed make Hafle to my Ajffance of the 

Wife of Love, a beautiful young Woman and 

in danger of Ruin. 

% 

ON this whole Floods of the fix footed 

0 

People, with utmoft diligence feperated the 
Heap, Grain by Grain ■, and having forted 
each to its Parcel, they vanifllM' out of Sight 
in a moment. 

% 

\ • • . 

# 

- • ' 4 # _ 

VENUS at the approach of Twilight re¬ 
turns from the Nuptial Feaft, moift with 
Wine, fcenting of Balfonvnon and her Body 
hung round with Aiming Rofes. And having 
caft her Eye to the Work faid thus to her,— 
This is not yours , you wicked one , nor the 
Work of thofe Hafids y but of his , whom to 
your own , and his Misfortune you have pleas'd j 

and throwing her a piece of black Iioufehold 
Bread, Aie paft on to Bed. 

\ * 

* 

IN the mean time Care was taken to keep 
Cupid confined to his Chamber very exa&ly 
to keep him from the Company of his be¬ 
loved, left by a Petulant Luxury he lliould 
injure his Wound. Thus therefore the Lovers 

N 4 being. 


feeing feperated under one Roof pafs'd away 
the Night. But no fooner had Aurora ufher’d 
in the Morning, but PJycbe being call’d, Venus 
thus delivers herfelf to her- Behold yon¬ 

der Grove, whichfiretches it [elf a great way- 
along the Margin of the Blood, whofe lowefi 
Waters furvey a Neighbouring Fountain. There 
will you find Sheep feeding without a Shep¬ 
herd, with Golden finning Fleeces on their 
Backs. I therefore order you immediately to 
go and fetch me a Flock of that precious Wooll , 
gathered from every one of their Fleeces . 

FSTCHE went willingly away, not with 
any Defign of putting this Command in Ex¬ 
ecution, but to put an end to her Mifery by 
throwing her felf off the Rocks into the River. 
But when ihe came to the Brink, the River 
God infpir’d the Reeds with harmonious 
Murmurs, which breath forth thefe Words in 
foft Mufic. —-—- Ffyche exercifed in great 
Sorrows, Folute not my holy Streams by your 
Miferable Death , nor yet * venture to the for¬ 
midable Rams on the other fide , as long as by 
the Influence of that heat they borrow from the 
Sun, they burn with a cruel Rage to the De- 
firuBion of Mortals either with their Jbarp 
Horns , (tony Heads , or venomous Bites. But 
when the Koon-ty’d Sun has driven the Cat¬ 
tle to the (hade , and the ferene Spirit of the 
Flood lull'd - them to Reft, you may hide your 

felf under yon tall Flmtan Ties, till the Rams 
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having mitigated their Fury , and left the Neigh- 
bring Wood, you will find the woolly Gold 
fiicking to the Roots of the Trees. 

THUS the compaiiionate River God by 

the Murmuring Reed gave Pfyche Inftru&ions 
how to return in fafety •, and obferving all 
the Directions (he found her Obedience not 
in vain, but return’d to Venus with her Arms 
full of the golden Fleece, and eafie ThefL 
But found not the Approbation of her impla¬ 
cable Miftrefs by her fecond Danger, and La¬ 
bour for purling up her Brow, with a bit¬ 
ter, and formidable fmile Ihe fpeaks thus to 

I am not ignorant , that you are 



tyche. 

not the Performer of this Tajk * 5 but I will now 
experience whether you are endow'd , or not 
with Courage , and Prudence. Do you fee the 
of yonder lofty Mountain from which fprings 
lack Fountain , whence falls down the dufky 
Stream , which included in the Channel of the 
next Valley tumbles into the Stygian Lake , and 
fup ply, thehoarfe Streams 0/Cocytus, bring me, 
with all Expedition , in this little Urn the liquid 
Dew of the inmofi Spring of the deepejl Well. 

Saying which Ihe gave her a fmall Cup 

fmooth with Chriftal, with Threats of grea¬ 
ter hardlhip when this was over-come. 

PSYCHE , with her utmoft fpeed, mounts 

to the very Top of the Hill, there at left to 

find a Period to her' Miferable Life. But 

when 
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when (he came to the confines of the Sum- 
met Ihe difcover’d the fatal Difficulty of the 
vail Undertaking. She faw a Monftrous large 
and lofty Rock, dangerous, by inacceilible 
Ruggednefs,vomit out of its middle the horrid 
Stream, which being immediately drawn from 
the Channels,whofe Mouths were bent down¬ 
ward, fell perpendicularly through a clofe and 
cover’d Pipe into the fubjacent Valley - 5 on 
the Left, and on the Right they creep thro’ 
hollow’d ragged Rocks ^ o’er which cruel Dra¬ 
gons ftretch out their fcaiy Necks, and never 
clofing their Eyes keep a perpetual Watch. 
The Vocal Flood feem’d to ffiake, and Mur¬ 
mur to it felf as it pafs’d along} Depart *, What 
do you attempt .<? Look and fee what yon do j 
have a care - fiie^ or you perijb. 

PSYCHE almoft petrify’d with Grief at 
the view of the Impoffibiiity of accompliffi- 
ing the Talk, prefent in Body, but abfent in 
Mind, ftupid with the Danger lhe had not fo 
much as the lead: Eafe of Tears in her Ex~ 
treamity. But the anxiety of the innocent 
is never unknown, or unheeded by Providence , 
For the rapacious Eagle , that regal Bird of fu- 
pream Jove on a fuddain flew to her with 
expanded Wings, and mindful of the Service 
Cupid had done him, in making him the In- 
ftrument of bearing up the Phrygian Cupbear¬ 
er to Jupiter , in Regard of the Deity of the 

God, and the Sufferings of his Wife, thus in 
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theo Language of his Kind, a'ddrefs’d her felf 

to her- Can you, of a plain and unde- 

figntng Mind, ever hope to jleal one drop of 
this holy and no lefs Terrible Fountain • or 
even to touch it ? You have heard at leaf that 
thefe Stygian Waters, are dreadful to the Gods 
themfelves •, who, as you, by their Divinity fo 
they f wear by the Majefly of Styx. But give 
me the little Pitcher, and I will perform it for 

y 0U . -- 

TAKING it in his Beak, and failing 
with his moving Wings betwixt the extended 
Necks, and gaping Mouths of the Dragons 
he fleers his Courfe to the Right and to the 
Left till he arrives at the Waters, and the 
willing Waters yield him what he comes for, 

J • • • - « *♦ • / 

as by the Commands' of Venus, to whom he 
was to bear them, which was his Pafs and 
Credentials of Succefs. 

PSYCHE’S fucceeding in this dreadful 

Affair cou’d not appeafe, by her paft Dangers, 

and Labours her Wrath, which ftill tlireat- 

ned her with greater and more dangerous La-: 

hours.-- You appear to me, faid fhe, to be 

'a • deteftible Socerefs, and Magician profound, 

that cou’d with fuch Jddrefs perform all thefe 

difficult Commands. But / have yet another 

fajk for you to execute. Here take this Box 

and go your Way to the Infernal Shades, and 

$$ fern] Palace of Pluto, where giving 

this: 

■ il 1 v 
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this Box to Proferpina, fay Venus defires 
you to fend her a little of your Beauty, at 
leaft enough to ferve an Hour. or two, for 
while Ihe attends her Sick Son {he has 
made ufe of all {he had. But be not too 
long on your Errand for I muft paint my 
felf with it to be at the Circle of the Gods and 
Goddeffes. 




CHAP. 




CHAP. X. 

% 

Pfyche’j Defcent to He'll to fetch Vemis a Box ■ 
of Proferpina’s Beauty. Her Return • The 
Fatal effett of her Curiofity : She is reco¬ 
vered by Cupid, by whofe defire Jupiter 
makes her his Wife and Immortal , and of 

her is Pleafure Born. 


<T)STCHE was now truly fatisfied of the laft 
JL extremity of her evil Fortune •, and finds 
that all further pretences being laid a- 
fide, fhe is too manifeftly forc’d to immedi¬ 
ate Deftru&ion, being oblig’d to go with her 
own Feet diredly down to Hell. Wherefore 

to make no delays of what was not to be a- 
voided } Ihe goes to the top of a certain high 
Tower, thence to precipitate her felf headlong ^ 
thus fhe fhould moft diredly defcend to the 
Shades below. But being come there fhe heard 
a Voice break from the Tower in thefe 
words. 


cc 

<c 

a 






“ WHY poor unlucky Girl do ft thou 
defign to put a P eriod to thy Days in a 
manner fo hideous ? And what Cowardice 
makes thee fink ijnder this laft danger ? 
Who haft been fo miraculoufly'fupported 
in all thy former ? If this way you take 
you will certainly go down to the bottom 
of Tartarus , but fhall never thence return 


“ any 


* 
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“ any more. Liften, therefore, to me. La- 
w cedemon a noble City of Achaia is not far 
“ from hence. Near to this City hid in the 
c ' devious Places feek the Tenants , and there 
“ you will find the Cave of gloomy Dis, 

<£ where the invious Road is difcover’d thro* 

“ the wide yawning Gates. Having paft thefe 
“ Bounds you go into a direct Path to the 
“ Palace of Hell } but you are not to pafs 
“ thofe Shades empty handed, but muft take 
“ in each Hand a fop of Barley Bread foak’d 
“ in fweet Wine, and in your Mouth too 
“ Fares. When you have paft the beft part 
“ of the deadly Journey you will o’ertake a 
<£ lame Afs laden with Wood with a Driver 
“ as lame as him, whofe Burthen being fall- 
“ ing he will ask you to reach him a Cord or 
“ two to faften it. But do you befure to pafs 
“ by him in filence. When you come to the 
“ dead River, in which Charon immediately 
tc asking his Fee in his old patch’d Boat wafts 
“ the Paftengers to the farther Shore, fb that 
“ Avarice lives e’en among the Dead. Nor 

ec does Charon himfelf the Father of Dis do 

• 1 

“ any thing without his Hire. The Poor 

“ Man, that Dies muft provide his Viaticum , 
“ and none you find departs this Life with- 
w out his Penny in his Hand. To this fqua- 
“ lid old Gentleman, give from your Mouth 
“ one of the Fares to his Hand. When you 
w are once in the fleepy Pool, you’ll find a 

“ Ghoft of an old Man fwimming on the 

“ Waters^ 
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« Waters, and lifting up his Hands to beg 
“ you to take him into the Boat and give "him 
“ a paflage with you •, but be not you affe- 
« ded with an unlawful Piety. Having paft 
“ the River, and gone a little way you will 
“ find fome old Women Spinfters, fetting 
“ their Woof in order who will defire your 
“ helping Hand, but it is not lawful for 
“ Mortal Fingers to touch it. For all thefe 
“ are Traps fet by Venus to make you let 
“ fall one of the fops out of your Hands j 
u nor do you imagine that fuch a Lofs is a 
“ Trifle, fince the lofs of but one deprives 
“ you of a return to Light. For there is a 
“ great huge MaftifF Dog with three Necks 
“ and great Heads, Cruel and Formidable and 
“ Barking with his thundering Mouths, foar- 
“ ing with vain Fears the Dead, whom he 
“ cannot hurt, being a perpetual Sentinel be- 
“ fore the Black Palace of Frofapina , and 
“ guards the empty Houfe of Dis. Appeaf- 
“ ing this Dog with one of your fops, you 
“ may eafily pafs by him, and immediately 
“ come into the Prefence of Froferpina who 
“ will receive you very courteoufly, and de- 

‘ 6 fire you to repofe your felf on a foft 
■“ downy Seat, and partake of a curious and 

u delicate Banquet. But do you fit humbly 

“on the Ground and beg a little brown 

“ Bread. Then telling your MeiTage and 

“ taking what you come for, giving the Dog 

“ the other fopfecure your Paifage back to 

“ Charon, 
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“ Charon , and having giver! him the other 
“ Fare in your Mouth, and path the River, 
« keep on the Path you formerly went, and 
“ that will bring you to the fame Celefti- 
<c al Light which you left. But of all things 
“this is chiefly to be obferv’d by you, that 
“ you never once open, or look into the Box 
“ that you carry, nor have any Curiofity to 
“ prie into the Treafure of the Beauty of the 
“ Goddelfes. 


Thus fpoke the Voice from the Tower.- 


And Pfyche making no delay goes direfrly to 
Tenants , and having got her Sops and her 
Fares (he goes into the infernal Paths y and 
having paft the lame Jfs, and given the old 
Ferry-Man his Fare, moved by the Prayers, 
of the floating Ghofl, and deaf to the fubtle 
Requefts of the old Spinfters, and appeafed 
the Rage of the Dog with a Sop {he came to 
the Palace of Praferpina , and not accepting 
the delicate Seat or delicious Banquet, that 
was offer’d her, but contented with Bread 


for her Food fhe deliver’d her Embaffy from 
Venus. She prefently receiv’d the Box fhut, 
and fill’d with the fatal Secret and fo ha¬ 
ving appeas’d the Dog with the other Sop, and 
given the Ferry-Man his other Fare fhe re¬ 
turn’d to Light much more vigorous, than be¬ 
fore. And having paid her Adoration to the 
bright Day, tho* in hafte to deliver an Ac¬ 
count of her Voyage, and fairly acquit her 

felf 


{elf of the dangerous Embafiy, yet was Ihe 
feiz’d by a pernicious Curiofity.—■— What, 
faid die, jhall I, the Carrier of this Divine 
Beauty , not (leal the leafl bit to put on my 
Cheeks to appear the more lovely in the Eyes 
of my Beautiful Lover } 

• * • . 5 

No fooner had ihe .faid this but Ihe open’d 
the Box} and found nothing there t ofi any-. 
Beauty at all, but an infernal, aiid truly 
Stygian Sleep, which being thus fet free 
from its Prifon invades her, and with a thick 
foloriferous Cloud fpreads all oyer her Body* 
and takes pofleflion of her while Ihe; fails 
down in the midft of the; iRoad, a flecpy. 
Corps, or dead Body without Motions 

* . s 

ut Cupid being now recovered of his 
Wound, and not bearing any longer the Ab- 

feiice of his beloved Pfychft flipping through 

the fmalleft Window of the Chamber,to which 
he was confined, and his Wings being much, 
ftronger by fo long a Repofe, he flew with 
Incredible iwiftnefs to the Relief of his Pfyche * 

and gathering up the fleep from her Body 

clofes it again in the Box, he wakes Pfyche 
with a light touch of one of his Arrows,——-»• 
Again, faid he, haft thou almojl perijbed by the 
fame Curiofity. But now do you perform ex* 
aclly the Task itrtpofed on you :by my Mother s 

and 1 will take care of the reft* 

' . - ‘ 

A * l 
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Having faid this the Lover flew aloft on his 
Wings, and Pfyche carries Venus the Prefent 
of Rroferpina. 

’ .* ' 

\ 

Cupid in the mean while pining with ex¬ 
cels of Love, and fearing the fuddain feverity 
of his Mother, returns to his Armory, as 
fwift as Lightning penetrating the Heights of 
Heaven he comes to Jupiter with his Suppli¬ 
cation, in which he pleads and defends his 
Caufe. 

* « 

Jupiter then ftroaking his little Cheeks 
with his Cloud-cOmpelling Hands, and Kif- 
fing his little Fingers, fpeaks to him in this 

manner,-- Tho > you my domineering Son, 

never pay that deference to that Honqyr, 
which has been decreed me by the Confent of 

the whole Synod of God’s but daily wound 

this Breafl, by which the Laws of the Ele¬ 
mentsand the Motions of the Stars are or¬ 
der’d , and difpos’d • and often fiillfd it with 
the Adventures of Earthly Intrigues , to the 
Violation of the Laws, and the Breach of even 
the Julian Law, and Publick' Difcipline, gi¬ 
ving my Reputation and Fame frequent Wounds , 
by Adultery, and changing his Serene Counte¬ 
nance into every Form for that end ,, into Ser¬ 
pents, Fire, Wild Beajls, Birds , and even 
Cattle fet remembringyour own Moderation , 
and that I have Nurs’d you up with thefe 
Hands, I will do all that you defire. While 
: . A you 






Having made this Speech to Cupid, he fent 
for Mercury , and order’d him immediately to 
Summon, on the fevered: Penalties, that Gods 
were capable of, all the Gods to a general 
Council. Which being by Mertury petfotrh’d 
there immediately appear’d a full Houfe, lofty 
Jupiter fitting on his Sublime Throne deln 
ver’d himfelf in this manner to all the Goele- 
ftial Family,; 



Te Cohfcript Gods (in the Mufes White 
Roll) you all know and are very well acquaint - 
ed with the little Boy , whom I have Nurfed up 
with my oisJn Imperial Hands y It was my 0 - 
pinion, that the heat of his flrfi Teats ought to 
he retrain'd hy Jome Bridle or other . ’Tis e~ 

: nough , that he is the daily Talk of the Uni- 
iterfe for Adulteries , and all manner of Qor-s 
ruption. All occajion of this is to be taken 
away , and his puerile Luxury beam fug roith the 
Noofe of Matrimony. He has chofe for himfelf 
a Beautif ul Toung Lady* and rifled her Virgin 
Treafure ; Let him therefore hold her f let hint 
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pojfefs her , and embracing his Pfy.che, let 
him Eternally enjoy his Love. 

t 

Then turning his Face to Venus he pro¬ 
ceeds,- 2 s or be you my Daughter (faid he) 

troubled at this Decree , nor fear that your 
mighty Off-fpring fall be difgr&Cd with the , 
Nuptials of a Mortal ^ I now make them an 

equal Match according to the Civil Law. - 

« / 

« 

On this he commands Mercury to fetch 
PJyche up to the-Heavenly Aifembly*, who 
king in a Moment arriv’d, Jove lifting out 

to her a Cup of Ambrofia faid —-Drink this 
Pfyche and be Immortal, nor fall Cupid <?- 
ver go from the Knot in which he is ty’d ^ but 
thefe frail be to you perpetual Nuptials. 


THE Wedding Supper being immediately 
ferv’d in with great Plenty, the Husband be¬ 
ing plac’d at the upper end of the Table held 
in a ftrid Embrace his PJyche in his Bofom, 
next him was Jupiter and Juno, and after 

them all the Gods and Goddeffes in their Or¬ 


der. - Then the Ruftic Cup-bearer fills a 
-mighty Bowl of 2 declar to Jove., and Bacchur 
to the reft •, Vulcan was Cook , and drefs’d 
Supper: The Hours with Rofes and other 
fragrant Flowurs ftrow’d all the Place and e- 
veryThing: The Graces fprinkled Baifam^ 
The Mufes fung with Melodious Voices^ Apollo 
Fung to the Lyre , Venus with unequal# 

Har- 



t 



Harmony of fteps Danc’d to the Mufick. The 
Order of the Pomp was that the Mufes fhould 
ling the Chorus, Satyr us play on the Flute, and 
Panifcm fpeak to the Pipe . And thus Pfyche 
came rightfully into the Hands of Cupid \ 
and they had in Mature Time a Daughter* 
whom we call Pleafure. 


THUS Madam, concluded the Provin¬ 
cial, you find Love and Perfeverance has 
Cur’d the Wounds ofCuriofity, and that there 
is no ftrait fo great, from which Providence 
cannot deliver us. I will not detain you after 
fo long a Story with a tedious Moral, fine? 
I think it is every where vifible to a Hearejr 
fo fenfible as Donna Tberefa. 


Therefa feem’d mightily pleas’d with the 
Odnefs, Variety, and Moral of the Fable - 
and the Air of Antiquity, which it every 

where carry’d with it feem’d to add to her 
fatisfaftion. She alfum’d a more fprightly 
Air, and return’d the Provincial many Thanks 
for his Story, but more for his Dog : who 
leaving me then behind retir’d to his Coi- 
lege. 


I was pleas’d with the exchange, fince it 

made me a fafe Witnefs of her Conduct, and 
Condition when alone : By which I foon dif- 
cover’d the Perfection of Female Hypocrifie, 

“0 3 finding 

* 



finding her pretended Quarrel with the Car¬ 
dinal, and her diffembled Melancholy, and 
Grief was only to cover her private Intrigues, 
by fhutting her felf up two, or three Hours 
in a Day with her Gallant without Inter¬ 
ruption. 


The End of the Fifth BOOK 
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CHAP. I. 

Fantafio difcovers Donna TherafaV Intrigue 
with Count Luciano, and the Cardinal's 
Footman at the fame time. An Account of 

the Converfation at the Dutchefs of Brac- 
cianoh. 

# 

T HE Provincial was no fooner gone 

but Therefa runs into her Bed- 
Chamber with me in her Arms, 
where I found Uberto a Footman of the Car¬ 
dinal’s waiting for her, and they we i eno 
fooner met but that fhe quitting me advanc’d 
to the Bed. with Uberto , Curling the Provin¬ 
cial's Story, that had held»her fo long from 
his Arms. 

* • _ * 

Scarce were the firft Joys over when we 
heard the noife ofFootfteps in the Anti-cham¬ 
ber, and Uberto was forc’d to run under the 
Bed in the Condition he was in, and Therefa 
to the Chamber Door where now Ihe heard 
her other Lover’s Voice. Who entring clafp’d 
her in his Arms, and in a thoufand Kiiies. 

0 4 avow’d 
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avow’d his Conftancy and Paflion. She was 
not behind hand in her Protections of Love, 
and Fidelity : accufing the tedioufnefs of the 
Hours of his Abfence, which to her was the 
Winter of all her Joys, in which nothing but 
cold fighs and fluey Tears govern’d her un¬ 
happy Hours, except when warm Defire and 

Imagination thaw’d the Icy Region. • 

€ / 


THIS double Hypocrifie being pretty 
well over, and their defires being mutually 

rais’d by Lies, or Lull, they repair to the 
Field of Battle, where the Woman is always 
the Conqueror. Their Vigour fpent, and De¬ 
fire by Repetition cloy’d after fome forc’d Em¬ 
braces, the Complement of fated Appetite 
Luciano retir’d. For it was Count Luciano , 
whomftie chofe rather to reward, as a Gallant, 
than Husband, for his former Sufferings, and 
Services. But' e’en in her Juftice flie mingles 
the Fallhood of the Sex, and divides that 
Heart, which he had fo long merited, betwixt 
him and a Senfelefs Slave. 

• i 4 * • 


Luciano being gone, Uberto comes again in 
Play whofe Honour iii being at all admit¬ 
ted to the Arms of fo Beautiful, and exalted 
a Lady was fufficient to calm the Refent- 
ments of fuch Ufage. At laft like a fecond 
MeJJalina tir’d but not fatisfy’d, the difmifs’d 

Uberto y and retir’d to Repofe. 




4 
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A S much a Dog, as I was I found in mv 

O 7 ^ j 

Bread: a generous Indignation againft fo aban¬ 
don’d a Creature, refolving the next.time the 
like occafion offer’d I would difcover her Bafe- 

linefs, with which, and fome Moral Rejecti¬ 
ons on the Falfhood of Women I fell into 

* 

deep. 


THE Morning being now come I rofe from 
the Bed and the hated Bofom of The ref a, who 
made it Noon before fhe was drefs’d. The 
Evening being come fhe took me with her to 
the Dutchefs of Bracciano\ where was gene¬ 
rally an Affembly of the Wits of both Sexes, 
whq by the prudent Conduft of that Dutch¬ 
efs obtain’d a Freedom of Converfation, not 
before ufual in a Country fo Jealous of their 
Women. But the great concourfe of French 
Ladies, and Perfons of Quality, who manag’d 
the Affairs of th ^French at that Court, had 
much alter’d the Morofenefs of the Husbands 
of Rome •, where now there were frequent 
Meetings of both Sexes without their Ancient 
Reftraint. 

9 
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refa, and Donna Ophelia , a Lady belonging 
to the Opera , yet for her Wit and good Senfe 
receiv’d among Ladies, and Gentlemen of the 
beft Quality in Rome. 


Donna Laura Mellini , & Signor TaJJi were 
juft gone, and as is ufual we found the Dif- 
courfe on them tho’ in borrowed Names, for 
the Romans would not be guilty of the Breach 
of good Manners, as to abufe anv one by 
Name. 


“ In my Opinion (faid Bellori to the Prince 
(l Borghefe ) Torqnatus brings that as the 

“ Marks of his Merit, which is only fo of his 
Impudence, his Acquaintance and Familia- 
“ rity with Perfons of Quality and Senfe. 

(c Since Intereft of Fortune, or Reputation, - 
“ draws many Fools to befiege the Great and 

“ pefter the Wife. Belides Defert is but ac- 
“ cidentally the Care, of the Great, according 
u as they are endued with your Highnefs-s 

“ Noble Qualities. 

• * 


“For my part (faid Capreolo') I think 
a Rhryne and he are well met, filence will 
never dwell in the Houfe with them if they 
fhould be confin’d to one another. Tho’ in 

my Opinion Rhryne ought never to. talk 
“ but Sing, and Sylvia ought never to Sing 
but Talk •, for the firft is a Fool with a 
good Voice, and the later a Woman of Wit 

fwhct 
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<( who can’t ling a Tune : And yet Phryne is 
it always talking and lings not without Re¬ 
st luttance and Importunity, and Sylvia is 
« ever humming fome broken Notes of a Song, 

« that have no Relation to each other. So 
*' apt we are to m'lftake our Talents. 

s< Prithee Capreolo (interrupted the Prince) 

“ call an Eye on thy felf, and if you find 
«' your felf not free from tit at, or fome other 

Folly, condemn not another. Nay if a 
*< Man mull; condemn nothing (my Lord) 

but what he’s free from himfelf (reply’d 
« Capreolo ) what would become of all the 
“ Satiric Wits of the Age ? It muft all be con- 
“ fin’d to Pafqmn. For then this Lady could 
“ not rail at the Pride, Vanity, Coquetry, 

*‘ Indifcretion of another. 


“ NOR this Beau (affum’d Ophelia ) laugh 

u at that Fop, and fo the prettieft, Thought¬ 
s' lefs talking things in the World would be 

** all filent. Or how then would the Wits be 
«' able to difleft one another’s Works, to find, 
s' and fcrew out a Fault for the Subject of their 
“ Difcourfe, if they were to lalh nothing but 
“ what they were free from themfelves ? 


s' That would be (purfu’d the Dutchefs) 
s' the way to ruin half a Hundred Criticks, 
and Wits, who fetupon no other Fund 
¥ imaginable, and would be juft like other 
w ‘ ■ ' ‘ ' * . “Folks 


“ Folks, if you rob them of this vent of their 

“ ill Nature. 

* 

“ I hope Madam (repiy’d Fabretti) your 
“ Grace would not exclude true Crkicifm, 
“ for that would be to level the Fool, and 
“ the Man of Wit ^ the Pretender and Ma- 
“ fter of his Art, than which there can be 
“ nothing more prejudicial to Merit, and good 
“ Senfe, in any of the Arts which have been 
“ efteemed by Men of Judgment and Polite- 
“ nefs. 

u I am not fo much a Woman (return’d 
ct the Dutchefs) as to have no Tafte of true 
“ Criticifm. I am of a Country where it has 
<e appear’d in all its Glory, and in our Mo- 
“ ther Tongue,wh.ich has admitted the Ladies 
“a little into that Knowledge, which other 
“ Nations have excluded them generally from. 
“ But it is againft the Pretenders to Criticifm, 
“ that I fpeak, who are perpetually railing in 
“ the wrong place, and at the wrong Perfon, 
“ only to be taken notice of. 

u Right, Madam, (affumed Capreolo') if a 
f c Man has never fuch Succefs Envy boils them 

“ up to the Intemperance and Ill Manners of 

“ contradicting the Judgment of the Town j 
“ and makes them Conjure up the Dead to 
“ Damn the Living. They make you Deaf 
“ with Horace, Ovui, Virgil, and Tibullus , 
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<i Nay fome will not flop here but pal's the 
Adriatic , and the Archipelago , and Mufter 
*• up the Polle of Greece , Sophocles , Euripi- 

u des , Anacreon , Horner and AriJlophanes y to 
“ confound our prefent Endeavours on the 

“ Modern Foot. When they might as well 

talk to us of Phidias , Praxetiles , Apelles t 
“ Zeuxis, and the reft of the Greek Paintejs 
“ and Sculptors in opposition to Michael An - 
“ gelo f Raphael and the reft of our Modern 

“ Performers in thefe two Arts. 

% 



“ For my Part I can fee no Reafon why 
“ what we write now fhould not be, as good, 

4< as what they wrote at Athens or Rome fo 
“ many Hundred Years ago. If they are not 
u to be brought, to the fame Standard, I know 
“ not why their’s is to be preferr’d to ours. 

“ There muft be great Allowances made for 
“ the Alteration of Cuftoms, Manners and the 
like •, and fince to Pleafe is the End of all 
<< thefe Arts, that End being obtain’d by us 
h as well, as by them, I fhall always think 
»• we are on as good a Foot of Reputation, as 
« the Ancients. I muft own, that I can’t but 
« efteem our Opera's as excellent, as the Tra- . 
« gedies of Sophocles or Euripides •, they pleafe 
“ us more, and are adorn’d with the Advan- 
“ tages of fuch charming Voices, as Ophelias , 

“ and heighten’d by Action as juft as hers al- 
“ ways has been allow’d to be, to the infinite 
(i Pkafure of all Spectators. 


“ Your 



u Your Complement, Signor , to me can’t 
u bribe .my Judgment, (Reply’d Ophelia ) • 

a and tho’ I am not a competent Judge of the 
u Excellence of the Greek Dramatic Poets, 

“ yet by the Tranflation of fome of their 
“ Plays, which I have read in French , I muft 
“ avow my difguft of our Opera’s , which 
‘‘•have nothin? to recommend them but the 

o 

Mujick , Voices and AElion, all the while 
“ they are (hocking our Reafon and Under- 
“ (landing. Poetry in my Opinion ought to 
“ be a Picture of Nature, and when ever an 
“ Author, or Poem deviates from that gloi’i- 
“ ous Path, I think him worthy of Contempt 
“ tho’ applauded by all the Fools in the 
“ Town. Nor can there be any thing more 
u abfurd, than to Quarrel Singing, Fight 
“ Singing, Read Letters Singing, nay and 
“ Die Singing ? Thefe are all Contradiftions 
u to Nature, and evidently therefore contra- 
“ ry to Reafon, and can pleafe none but fuch 
“ as are more taken with Sound than Senfe. 
lt What Merit our Songjlers and Rhmers may 
cc have in comparifon of Horace , and the reft 
<c 1 can’t pretend to Judge j but yet I may 
cc venture to fay this, that if Virgil y Horace , 
<c and the other Wits of Old Rome knew, and 
“ wrote,as little ofNature,asthofeof new Rome 
(i do now, Poetry is a Soil, that will admit of 
“ vaft Improvements. And if Ovid, Tibullus , 

“ Horace and Catullus have written fo much 


“ better on Love,' than the Moderns 1 am 

“ affraid 
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“ afFraid they were better Lovers, and had 
“ ftronger Beauties to infpire them, which is a 
“ great Mortification to the Ladies of this Age. 

“ By no means (reply’d Bellori ) it is an 
a Argument rather of the ftupidity of the 
“ Men, that having ftronger Charms of Beau- 
“ ty to infpire them, fall yet fo far Ihort in 
“ the Paffion and expreffion of Love, that 
“ ought in Reafon to be fo much the more 
“ violent. But it mu ft be confefs’d, that we 
“ lie under a difadvantage, which the Anti- 
“ ents had not, which is of dire&ing our Poe- 
“ try by very bad Precedents. Petrark is in 
“ our Mother Tongue, and ftarted out from 
“ the Barbarity, of the Goths , Van dais, and 
“ Huns with a chime of Words, and Thoughts, 

“ that pleas’d the Ignorant Age with the 

“ Jingle, which was new and diverting} and 

“ took fo ftrong Root through Italy , and 
“ other parts of Europe , that his Authority 
“ grew Sacred, and every new Writer fought 

Perfeftion in the Imitation of him. 

\ 

“ The Antients were almoft unknown in 
thofe Ages, and tho’ Petrark was a Scho- 
K lar, I mean knew Latin very well, yet his 
“ Tafte fixing him on Martial, he made the 
“Epigram run through ail his Poems. He 
“ found a Point, and Wit much eafier for him 
“ to hit, than the Springs and Lineaments of 

the Pafiions. A happy Knack, like that of 

“ Pun- 
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u Punflers was fufficient for the former, but 
“ it was Neceflary to ftudy and know Nature, 
“ and the humane Soul perfectly to fucceed 
“ in the later. By Succeed I mean not, what 
“ Capreolo does, the Applaufe of the Mob, 
“ Succefs with the ignorant, but the Aproba- 
“ tion of the Judicious. Elfe we take away 

“ all Standard of Right, and Wrong and leave 

“ no Rule of Diftinciion-of Merit but Chance, 
“ which confounds Wit, and Folly, Prentence, 
“ and Reality *, and Dureficio, is a Better Poet 
“ than Capreolo himfelf, for he has had grea- 
“ ter Succefs with the Many, than he: And 

“ yet I am affraid Capreolo wou’d be apt to 

take it for an Affront to be put in a Gaffe 

“ with Dureficio. 


“IN my Opinion (afliim’d the Prince) 
tc with Refpecl to Capreolo he ought to be 

<c yet in a lower Claffe, becaufe JDitrejicio being 
“ ignorant of the Antients, is incapable of 
“ forming his Judgment by their admirable 
“ Performances •, He has never had the Means 
“ of Studying Nature, but knowing nothing 
u but his Mother Tongue takes the beft Au- 
“ thors in that for his Pattern, and has ar- 
te riv’d at the Happinefs, and Merit of plea- 
“ fing not only the Vulgar, but the Fair, and 
“ the Great, whofe Minds are generally other- 
“ wife employ’d, than to know how to dif- 
w tinguifh betwixt a good and a Bad Poet* 
“ But Capreolo on the other Hand, has Homer , 
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“ Euripides, Horace, and. the reft of the Heroes" 
“ of ParnaJJ'us always in his Mouth, he is fo 
« perfect in them, as to repeat you Hundreds 


“ of Verfes together out of them •, • and yet, as 
“ if untouch’d with their Beauties, and unim- 
“ prov’d by their Excellencies, he finks into 
“ the Track of the Moderns, and is willing' 

“ from his own Mouth here to throw; himfelf 

“ on a Level with Thtreficio , and the reft; of 
“ the illiterate Pretenders to the Mufesi rather 


“ than i 


to. own his In capacity of 


“ following the arduous Track of the AntientSi 1 

“ or like a true Son of Art throw off the ful- 

« % 

“ lom Dawb of the Modems, and .ihew his 
“ generous Aims at the unfOphi fticatedf Beau* 
“ tv o£ tht Antients* . t;';! ■ 
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“ CAPREOLO (purfu’d Count Luciano) 

“ is in; for it, and fince' your Highnefs has. lead 

“ the Way,., he muft have Patience to have his 
“ Errors Corrected, tho’ in fo awful an Affeui- 
“ bly, fince he has here thr&wn in ljisi. De* 

“ fence of. a FoUy he ought rathercto; relin* 

“ quiih, than plead for., You. feem Gapreolo 
“ to. place all Merrit in Succefs with the 
“ People.•, ;that is you, wou’d have theiBlind 
“ Judge .of Painting, and the .Deaf of Mufie, 


<C 


“ if they hit right in their Applauie it is more 
“ the effect of Chance, than Skill. I : fuppofe 
“ you will, allow Poetry to be an Art, and 
“then it certainly follows, That there are 
“ certain. Rules by which we may Judge when 


P 
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<s ithe^r eformation is juft and when otherwife. 
<{ . For every Art propofes fomething as the 
cc End, to which it is directed, and confifts of 
« Mean?, and certain Rules of attaining that 
“-End. As in ArchiteSkire , or the Art of 
“ Building the feveral Rules of making the 
4t - Fabric compleat, are known, and allow’d on 
‘5 aliiiands, and he that pretends to be an Ar- 
“chited, and obferves not thefe Rules is uni- 
“Werfally condemn’d as a Medler, a meer Pre¬ 
tender; Every one knows (that knows the 
‘1 Art) that in every regular Building there 
“ muft be, Solidity , Convenience , and Beauty, 
“ Order, Difpofition , Proportion, and Decorum •, 
“ fmCEconimy relates more to the Conduft of 
“ the Archited, than to the Art .of the 
“ Fabric. 

/* ' , s 

; -v , # . * 

4 ' J ti- * . . , J # * 1. . 

-■M SOLID ITY confifts of a good Founda- 
tt -tion, and found Materials. Convenience is 
u .when the Parts of an Edifice are fo order’d 


“ and difpos’d, that they may not embarafs 
“ one another. Beauty is, that agreeable Form 
“ and pleafing Appearance, which the Buil- 
u ding prefents to the Eye of the Beholder.' 
“ From Onfer each Part receives fits juft Big- 
“ nefs, whether we confider them a part, or 
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“ whole. Thus the Diameter of a Pillar, and 
“ the length of a Triglyph gives us a right 
“ Idea of the whole, to which it belongs. De- 
“ corum or Decency confifts in making the 
“ whole Afped of the Fabric fo corred, that 
“nothing appears, but .what is founded 
“ upon, and approv’d of by eftablifh’d Au- 
“ thoritv. Decorum further teaches us to 

. J - .* . *. t 

“ have Regard to Defign ,' Cujlom , and Nature, 

“ direding us in Defign , otherwife for a Pa- 

“ lace, than a Church Cuftora gives Orna- 

“ ments to the Porches, and Entries of thofe 

' / 

tc Buildings, that are Magnificent within. 
“ Nature prefcribes our choice of different 

“ Profpeds for different Parts of the Building, 
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cc 


“ expofing the Bed-Chambers and Libraries 
ic to the Morning Sun, Winter Apartments to 
“ the Weft, Cloffets of Pidures, and the like to 
“ the North, becaufe they require an equal 

“Light. 

\ 

✓ ' 1 >% 

“ BY this Ihort and general View of Jr- 

tc chiteBitre we find - , that there are certain 
“ Rules in this Art, the Obfervation, or neg- 
“ led of which is a Proof to the Learned of 
“ the Excellence or Defed of the Artifh 
“ Every other Art has its peculiar Rules to 
“ dired to the end it aims at, and if Poetry be 
“ an Art, as it has hitherto, for tliefe two 
“ thoufand years and upwards, been acknow- 
“ ledg’d, it fnuft have, and has as certain 
* Rules to fix our Judgment of the Merit, or 


P a 


“ Dement 
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“ demerit of the Performance *, but then it 
“ ihuft be allow’d every ignorant Hearer or 

“ Reader is not a Judge of them. 

#- 

* V 

w 

“ SHOUD any one in Architecture make 
“ his Architrave of one Order , the Frieze and 
“ CorniJh of another, the Capital of a third, 
“ and fo on-, (hou’d he form a fort of Pillar 
“ out of the Capitals of the Tufcan, Doric, 
“-Ionic , Corinthian , and Compojit , and fup- 
“ port thefe with the Caryatid or Perjic it 
“ wou’d be monftrous to an ArchiteB , but to 

r _ ' 

a. vulgar, or ignorant Eye might appear 
“ charming, Alice all thefe Capitals, Archi- 

“ troves , &c. are in themfelves beautiful 
“ and in their proper places, but fo prepof- 
“ teroufly clap’d together muft be ridiculous 
“ and abfurd. Thus in Poetry the Epic , 
“ Lyric, Elegaic , Tragic , Comic, and £jpi- 
<c grammatic are all very beautiful in them- 
“ felves, but hudled into one Poem muft be 
<c abominably prepofterous to a Judge, tho’ 
<c this medley might and certainly wou’d 
“ pleafe an ignorant Reader or Hearer. For 
“ indeed too many of the Moderns have been 

• ~J * • 

“ guilty of it with Succefs. While they 
“ have join’d the Elegaic and Epigrammatic 
“ perpetually j nay have let the. Epigram 
“ over-run the whole Province of Farnajfus. 
“ Which if there were not certain Rules 

4 

“ drawn from Nature, and the Antique to re- 

“ gulate 
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“ gulate it wou’d be a 
“ and a fecond Babel 


“AS in Architecture there is no Excel- 

“ lence, or Beauty in the whole but what 
“ is from Geometry and the Proportion of the 
“ Parts according to the Rules of Art, fo 

“ neither can there be any Perfection in 
“ an Poetry but in the Juftnefs .of the Defign, 

“ Cd the harmony of the Parts, and their 

“ orrefpondence with, and dependency on 
“ the whole Poem. For the Rules of this Art 

“ are. nothing but Nature (its only Objeft) 

“ reduced into Form. So that he, that has 
“ no Art cannot have much of Nature, and 
“ he that is deftitute of Nature can be no Poet, 

“ let the Smoothnefs, or Loftinefs of his Stile 
<<r be adorn’d with all the Beauties of Rheto- 
“ ric imaginable, and cry’d up by the injudi- 
“ cious Applaufes of the great Vulgar and the 
“ Small Capreolo therefore emulate the 
“ Ant,tents , with whom you are fo well ac- 
“ quainted, and like Horace be content, nay 
“ proud of a few Judicious Approvers, rather, 
M than ambitious of the Dregs of a precari- 

“‘ous Reputation among the Ignorant,that van- 

“ ifhes in a Day, and leaves you in contempt for 
" the next Coxcomb that Fancy fets up. 

u CAPREOLO (affum’d Ophelia') you 
i( muft either allow, that there is fome Stan- 
w dard of Excellence, or that there is none. 

F 3 «If 
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If there be any you rauft either allow that 
of the Antients, or fet up fome more cer- 
“ tain and clear. < If there be none then 
“ you can value your felf on no performance 
“ fince after you have pleas’d your felf, and 
fi taken fome Pains to pleafe others your Work 
“ may be ? for all that you know, not worth 
“ one Farthing. If the receiv’d Rules of 
“ Poetry be faulty, correft them, but let us 
“ have fome Rules, or you deftroy the Art ^ 
“ and if you forfake the Rules of Art (let 
“ them be what they will) you are no Artift, 
“ and by Gonfequence no Poet. 

# t i - , « X 


“I CONFESS (purfu’d Frabretti) I 
“ think Signor Capreolo has been very un- 
“ fortunate in his Inftances, when he tells 
“ us, that we might as v well urge Phidias 
“ Praxetiles , Apelles and Zeuxis againft Mi - 
f e chael Angelo , Raphael , and the reft of the 
<c Moderns, as Homer , Virgil, Sophocles , Enri- 
f c pides and Horace againft the Modern Poets, 
“ For it is notorious to all the World, that 
<c we owe the Revival of Sculpture and Pain- 
“ ting to thofe invaluable Relicks of Anti- 
“ quity, that were imitated by thofe great 

<c Matters of the forgoing Ages. It is allow’d 

ee cn all hands, that our Painters, and Statu- 
“ ries are only fo far excellent, as they imi- 

<c tate the Antique , and that not becaufe thofe 
“ are pieces of Phidias , or any other Greek 

6 ‘ Sculptor, but becaufe thofe Artifts had 

“fa 



Book VI. ( 231 ) Chap. I. 

‘‘ fo happily, and fo judidoufly follow’d, and 
<l heighten’d Nature , that we can find ho 
V way of arivng at a higher Perfection. -We 

find the way made eafier by imitating them 
‘ and ftudying their Labours, and what Ex¬ 
pedience we have in either of thofe Arts 
‘ we owe to the Antients, 

\ 

‘ J ' 

• * 

“THE fame may be Laid of the Poets of 
“ thefe times, they had Nature always in 
-* View, arriv’d at fuch an Excellence irr their 
“ Draughts of her, that it is impoflible to go 

“ beyond them and the Study of their. Works 
“ will be a vaft Afiiftance to our Poets in 
“ the purfuit of the fame End. Poetry , Mufck y 
“ and Painting, and Sculpture , have generally 
“ flourilh’d together, but we, who have' ex- 
“ cell’d all the Moderns in the three later 
“ come behind almoft all Europe in ulie 
“firft. 

“ TRUE (affum’d Bellori ) if we look 
<c into every Part of Poejie we fhall find it j 
u all our Lyric, or Songilh Poetry is now 
“ confin’d to fome few founding but fenfe- 
“ lefs Words, which may furnilh the Compo- 

“ fer with an opportunity of an Anietto, or 
H melting Notes to charm the Ear but ne- 
** ver touch the Mind,and Underftanding. Our 
‘‘ only Attempt at the Epic was in Eaffo , and 
■ <c Ariojlo the later as much debauch’d th e Epo- 

pee with frantic Enchantments, ridiculous. 

V 4 “ Adventures.. 
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‘ e Adventures, and Romances, as Petrarch has 
<e done the Lyric and Elegy. Tatfh indeed has 
V come nearer the Model by having Virgil in 
ll view, but he cou’d not keep clear of. the 
H Lyric , and Paflora /, two fpecies of Poetry of 
<£ no Relation to the Epopee. 

t( THEN for the Dramatic I know not 
tc whether I fhall fay we never had any thing 
“ of it, or that you will oppofe me by telling 
“ me of the Aminta of Tajfo , and the Pajlor 
<c of Guarini ; or lav before me Andrea 

j J 

“ Cicognini , 11 Cieco d- Hadria , and the reft of 
“ the inferiour Clafte. Yet I muft continue 
<c in the fame Mind, that we have not had in 
tc Italy fo much as the Shadow of the Drama , 

■ c tho’ the moft Noble, moft Ufeful, and moft 
ec Entertaining Part of Poetry, while the Tra- 
■ 1 montani of whom we falflv have a very Con- 
“ temptible Opinion,have made great Advances 
“ in fo noble an Art, and publifti’d fuch admh 
<c table Cntiffifms upon that, and its Authors 
“ of Antiquity, that ought to make us blulh 
<c to find our felves ftill purfuing the Shadow 
u in Sound, while they are aiming at the Sub- 

“ ftance in Senfe. 

»- ' 

t 

“ Encouragement (ajfumcl the Prince) is 
the Life of Arts ^ Painting , and Sculpture 
K ftrook the Eye, and were of ufe to the Qrna- 
“ ment of out Houfes, and our Churches •, fo 
v Pride and Religion join’d tp exalt it to Per- 


* 
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“ fedion, and the Drama was. only for Inftni- 

“ dion byPleafure*, but the peculiar Tendance 

“ of this Nation to Mufick, made us content 

« with Pie afire in that, without riling up to 

« Senfe, and the Nobler Draughts of the Hu- 

“ man Soul, in all its Affedions, and Habits. 

11 The Church likewife has been a mighty 

“ Promoter of Mufick in the Provilion fhe has 

“ every where made for Profeffours, ahd Per- 

“ formers in that Art. 

+ 

“BUT there is another Reafon (pnrfued 
“ Bellori ) that Tragedy has met with no En- 
“ couragement among us.. It was begot, born, 

“ and came to perfed Age in Liberty *, and 
“ that is what has been departing from Italy 
“ for feme Centuries, and fcarce now has any 
“ footing left in all the Nations of it. 

“ LORENZO di Medici , on his Reviving 
“ the Stage and promoting the Politer Arts at 
“ Florence ftopt at the Opera and his Head was 
“ too. bufie in maintaining his Power in the 
“ State againft the perpetual AiTaults of his 

“ Foreign and Doraeftick Enemies, to bring 
“ this to that Perfedion he had elfe the Capa- 
“ city of, doing, And We live always under 
“ an old Monarch, that, has other Aims, than 
“ things of this.Nature. The good Fathers of 
“ the Society, , indeed Yearly vifit us with fome- 
thing of this kind , but alas! it is not the 

l[ Province of School Boys, and Pedagogues! 

“A 
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44 A Dramatick Poet ought to know all Man- 
44 kind, from the Prince to the Peafant, the 
44 different Characters of Men,which diftinguilh 
44 the Mind as much as the Features do their 
“ Faces. He ought to' know the Duties of 

44 a Prince , of a Commander , a Statesman , a 
“ Soldier , and fo through the Reft of the Or- 
44 ders of Men, elfe he will commit a thoufand 
44 Solidfras in the Manners which will ihock 
44 a Judicious Reader ^ for he will do what 
44 was faid before in Architecture, join a Capi- 
<c tal of the Corinthian to a Pedeftal of the 
44 Ionic , and yet value himfelf, if the Fools, 
44 that know not the Error applaud his prepo- 
44 fterous Produdion. 

M I HAVE been in Spain ([aid Count 
44 Luciano J where they have Abundance of 
44 thefe Dramatick Performances, but very few 
** worthy the Name. When I was at Madrid 
44 there was a Young. Student of Salamancha 
^ much applauded at that time for feveral 
4C witty Copies of Verfes which he had wrote, 
44 but hill of the Vanity of College Applaufe 
44 he comes to the Metropolis and wou’d needs 
44 write a Play. He chofe for his Subject Pha- 
44 dr a, but knew fo little of the Chara&er of 

44 a Queen, and a Woman of Vertue, that he 
44 made her more Impudent, than a Common 
44 Projlztute. Euripides makes her Unfortu- 
44 nate indeed, but this Gentleman made her 
Guilty. The Greek Poet made her, by the 
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‘^neceffity of the Revenge of Venus, under the 

H Curfe of an involuntary Paffion for her Son? 

«in-Law, and gives her fuch Difficulties of 
« difcovering it, that her very Nurfe, that had 
“ bred her from a Child, and alone, cou’d find 
“ it out only by a chance Word • but the 
« Spanijh Poet gives her the Affiirance (to call 
“ it no other Name) to make her own it to a 
“ Minifter of State, and a Man (to fay nothing 
“ of her Guard) and before the very Miftrefs 
“ of Hippolitus. 

“IT was full of thefe Abfurdities, yet he 
« found fome Men of Figure, that efpous’d it 
“ in a violent manner. For my Part I won- 
“ der, that the Dignity of the Chara&er of a 
“ Queen, and Woman of Vertue proftituted in' 
“ fo Ignorant and Scandalous a manner did not 
“ give an Abhorrence of the Author, and con- 
“ fine him to Odes or Epigrams , a Province 
“ fitter for a young Student ignorant of the 
“ World, than Tragedy , the moft Illuftrious of 
“ Varnajfus. 



“THERE was another Author there, 

“ that brought on Tamerlane with Applaufe, 
“ and made him a meer Talking, Sauntring 
“ Hero, full of mu fly Morals, but guilty of 

“ no Action in the whole Play contrary to 
“ his Charader, as either a General , Conqueror, 
“ or King. In another Play the fame Author 

?* lays his Scene in Italy, and makes his Heroine 
' ' “ Debauch’d 
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« Debauch’d before Marriage, and not very 
“ Chafte afterwards, and yet all patiently 
“ born by the Hufband, and fhe never repen- 
£C ting of all her Wickednefs when fhe had 
40 added Self-Murther to Adultery and Form- 

“ cation. 


“ THESE Ahfurdities I urge to fhow you, 

<c how necelfarv it is for a Dramatic Poet to 

f 

“ know and follow the Rules of his Art as well 

<£ in the CbaraBers , and the Decorum , and 
« Rights of each Character, as in the Plot and 
“ Defign. His Tamerlane ought to have been 
“ confin’d to a Country School, and not have 
« preferr’d to the Bufkin,and his Lady manag’d 
tc in another manner, and fent to the Brothel , 
“ not the Eve of an Audience. But few Po- 

J 

w ets among the Moderns know either how to 
cc chufe a Subjed, or how to contrive, difpofe, 
“ and write it when chofe,' hecaufe they are 
“ ignorant of their Art. And think its Per- 
<c fedion to confift in Words, in fine Language, 
“ and not in the Juftnefs and Corrednefs of 
“ the Defign, the well marking the Manners, 
“ and true, and Artful Draught of the Paflions. 


U 

(( 

cc 

ct 

tc 


cc THAT in my Opinion (interrupted 
Ophelia ) is as if a Painter fhou’d value him- 


felf more on the drawing the Drapery, than 


the Figure \ for Language to a Play does 
not feem to me fo much, as ev’n the Dra¬ 
pery to aPidure. A. Jingle, or at leaft a 

“ Set 


JJL 

« Set of Words, and Phrafes fupplies one, but 

“ the other cannot be had without a Know- 

% 

« ledge of Nature ^ of all the Movements of 
“ the Soul, and all its Qualities, Habits, and 
“ Affe&ions, and the feveral Blendings of thofe 
“ feveral Qualities, from which arifes that 
“ difference, that diftinguifhes Mankind one 
“ from another. 

■ 

“YOUR Notion is- admirable;; (ajfum'd 
“ BelloriJ Charming Ophelia in this Point, 

“ and fufficiently decifive. The other Abfur- 
“ dities 1 obferv’d ([aid LucianoJ ori the Spa- 

“ ?iijb Stage, were in their Plots or Defigns ■■+ 
cc they mingled fometimes Comedy and Trage- 
“ dy in the fame Poem y -and wou’d, not. be 
“ fatisfy’d to give us any one Adionyfor their 
“ Subject, but firetch the Time l fometimes to 
“ Ages *, and Place all over a Kingdom, nay 
“ fometimes to half the Univerfe-,", and have 
“ Marriages, Children'born, and. grown up in 
“ one Play of two hours, and half. - This, in- 

* J ' • * * 

“deed Cervantes in his admirable. Quixot 
“complain’d of long fince, and -urg’d it to 
“ their Authors, or rather Players, toconfider 
“ the Honour and Reputation of their Coun- 

“ try, whofe Senfe, and Underhanding wou’d 
“ be cenfur’d by Strangers of better Judgment, 

“ as Barbarous and Ignorant. 

* . 

• • , •: ./• 

; “ CERVANTES indeed (purfu'd Ophelia ) 
“ has a goad deal, on that Head, and I was in 

“ hopes 
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“ hopes the Authority of fo great a Man had 
“ reformed that Abufe before this Time. 

* 

“BY no means (replyd Luciano) Errors 
<£ that have got footing in Wit, as well as 
££ Religion, are not remov’d but by a ftiperiour 
“ Power of State, or Revolution of the People, 
“ the Spanijb Players that have the Adminiftra- 
“ tion of the'Stage, and are ignorant, and yet be- 

“ lieve themfelves Judges •, and fuch Abfurdities 
c£ having pafs’d fo long, they believe them 
“ Excellencies, and as long as the Stage con- 
“ tinues in fuch hands it can never be other- 
f c wife. - 

. . - 1 • 

* • 

<c A S for their mingling Comedy and Trd- 

ee (fad Ophelia ) it feems fuch an Incon- 

££ liftence, that I wonder any rational Creature" 
u cou*d ever unite them, did I not find fome- 
££ thing of that nature in all our Operas , which 
££ are a fort of- Mufical Tragedies ^ for we have 
££ two bufFoon Parts in e’ry Opera. But that 
££ I look on more tolerable fince we pretend 
££ not to move the Pafiions fo ftrongly : as a 
M Tragedy is fuppos’d to do y for thus to pafs 
“ from Tears to Laughter feems monftrous, 
“ and fhocking to common Senfe. ’Tis not 
** in Nature, for when a Heart is polfefs’d 
<£ with Grief, it is impoflible to affed it in a 
“ Moment with Joy, without removing the 
“ Caufe *, and much lefs with Laughter. And 
“ in a Play it muft break, ’ and weaken the 

££ Pity, 


/ 


I 



« Pity, and make (itch a Confufion in the De- 
“ light, as muft render it not at all agreeable' 
“ to the Gufto of any one, that : thinks with- 
“ out Confufion. i ; 
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“ fame Gallery there be feveral Adions of the 
“ fame Hero reprefented they are every one a 
“ feveral Pidure, with Beauty peculiar to its 
“ felf, and incommunicable with the Reft,' 
“ with which there can be no univerfal Cor- 
“ refpondence. 

“ THO’ this may not td the Spaniards 
“ appear fo vilible in a Play yet to any by- 
“ Stander, that is fkili’d in the Art it is as. 
“ plain as in the Pidure. - The Unity of the 
“ Adion does not exclude variety ot Chara- 
“ ders, as is plain from the Hiftorical Pieces 

“ of moft of our Painters, but it admits none, 
“ who are not immediately concern’d in the 

“ grand Adion of the Piece. 

, 4 # 

• 4 

* 

“THE palling from Country to Country 
“ falls under the fame Rule,' and is for the 

u fame Reafon abfur’d , fince .it mull include" 
cc variety of Adions,which are. not reducible to 
“ one View. I am however Inore fatisfy’d, on 
“ your Relation of thefe Abfurdities of the 
“ Foreign Drama , that we have nothing here 
“ at all of that Poem for it is better to have 
“ none of it, than to have it fo debafed, as dif- 
“ covers a Dullnefs, and want of Judgment in' 
“ the Audience. 

* 

• # 

“BUT if my Lord (purfidd Jhe addrejfmg 
a berfelf to the Prince) your Highnefs wou’d 
“ exert that great Intereft ? and Power you 

“ Have 
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c < have, with all thofe Advantages of Art, and 
(< Nature to the fettling of a perfed and regu- 
*« lar Stage, I know not any thing cou’d be 
‘‘ mqre diftinguiihing and worthy your Glory, 
‘‘ it being the molt rational Diverfion, and the 
<{ Nobleft School of Vertue, which conveys 
<c its ufeful Inftrudions, in the charming Ve- 
<£ hide of Pleafure, and will ftrike thofe, who 
“ have little Regard to the Church. Beiides 
“ it being the higheft Perfedion of the Wit of 
“ Man, it will be an Argument of the pecu- 
u liar Excellence of your Highnefles Senfe, 
“ and grand Guflo by Eftablilhing this Science. 
“ Tis true it will be fonie trouble for One to 
“ undertake it, yet any One Man of your Qua- 
“ lity and Intereft might foon bring over thofe, 
“ who have an Opinion of your Underftand- 
“ ing, at leaft if they do your Highnefs that 

I “Juftice, which I fhall ever endeavour to 
“ do. 

BELLORl , and the Dutchefs join’d in 

this Particular, the Dutchefs alfuring him, that 
the French Stage had been as Ridiculous as the 
Spanijh till Richelieu took care to reform it in 
fpight of thofe who had kept it fo long under 
the Libertinifm of Ignorance. 

THIS Difcourfe being over Ophelia pay- 
ling her Refpeds to all the Company according 
to their feveral Qualities withdrew, and caft 

la pleafing Smile on Bellori, as he waited on 

Q. hes 


s 
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« 1 

her to the Coach. When Bellori return’d he 
found the whole Company engag’d in Admi¬ 
ration, and Praife of Ophelia ,. which gave him 

an Opportunity of fpeaking 011 fo plealing a 
Subject with a Satisfaction that was vifibl e to 
the Company. 

♦ * 

BELLORI ffaid Donna Therefa after 

Ophelia and Bellori had left the . Room) cou’df 
not conceal the Satisfaction he had in taking' 

the hand of Ophelia , nor Ihe the Pleafure of 
giving it to him. 

r 

1 KNOW" not (reply’d the Prince) how 
far Ophelia has gone in the Heart of Bellori, 
or what Intereft he has in hers , hut I think each 
of them have Charms enough to engage any Lady 

or Cavalier in Rome. Bellori is a Gentleman 
of a good Eft ate ,• a great many Berfonal Qua¬ 
lities, that will always have their Value in the 
Eye of the fair, and as many confider able En¬ 
dowments of Mind,\ as are fujficient, to gratife 
all the People of Senfe. He has Learning , 
Wit , and Judgment , which are feldom Compa¬ 
nions in one Man. He has befides good Hu¬ 
mour and Generojity ^ is always ready to do a 
Service , where the ObjeEl has any Pretence to 
Companion, or his own Honour require it. In 

Jbort I think him the fittejl Man in the World 

to be either a Friend or a Lover , which is a 

Praife I fiould be Ambitious of my felf. 

9 

BUT 

. - ' 
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BUT tho' fo qualify*dfor a Man of Plea¬ 
sure, yet Gallantry does not engrofs him, Buji- 
nefs pares his'Time, and the PuHick. Revenue 
is the better for his Care. 

A S for Ophelia ([aid the Dutchefs) I will 
prefume to be her Advocate in her Abfence, 
as your Highnefs has been for Bellori. Ophelia 
knows how to value, and make ufe of thofe 
Freedoms,,that are juftly allow’d her by the 
Quality; which Ihe has obtain’d by the Force 
of her Merit. 

0 

A S the Dutchefs was faying thefe Words 
Bellori return’d to the Company, and the 
Dutchefs went on. 

0 ft % 

AND as her Eyes have always (purfidd 
the Dutchefs) inevitable Charms for the Men, 
fo her Converfation has too many Graces not 
to render her extreamly defireable to the La- % 
dies. Tho’ were her Quality equal to her 
Defert, I am afraid fhe would have fewer 
Friends, and more Envyers among her Sex. 
But we Ladies, whom Birth, and Fortune have 
fet fo much above her, are fatisfy’d to behold 
thofe Charms in Ophelia now, which we cou’d 
hot bear on a Level. For tho’ Perfonal Merit 
be certainly more valuable in Reafon, than the 
Advantages of Fortune , yet the Pomp, and 
Adoration,that Quality is attended with, makes 

us apt to be content with that, undisturbed by 

Q. 2 any 



any generous Emulation of Virtues (that we 
want) in our Inferiours. 

* 

I MUST own, that tho* I may be as frail 
as the Reft of my Station, yet I have that de¬ 
ference to real Worth, that I efteem the Ho¬ 
nours I rav Ophelia , over-ballanc’d by her own 
unborrowM Excellence. 

I AM perfeBly (aftum’d Bellori) of your 
Graces Opinion , and I wifi), that your Grace 
cou'd propagate fo juft a Principle among the 
Quality , Vertue wan'd be more encourag'd , and 
Wit , and Learning thrive infinitely more , than 
they have of late Tears. There are not many 
Ophelia’* in an Age , and therefore by a Sin¬ 
gularity of Excellence Jhe challenges more , than 
a Common Regard. Beauty fits in all the 
Sweetnefs of its Majefly in her Face ^ and Wit 
flows from her Tongue with all the Divine En¬ 
chantments of Harmony with good Senfe , and 
good Judgment. She is as Generous , as jhe is 
' lair, and as Compaffionate of the Misfortunes 
of the Unhappy , as foe is Witty. She raifes 
the Wretch by her Interefi , for no other Bribe 
but the Largenefs of her own Soul , and the 

Eecefj’hies of her Suppliant. The Interefi jhe 
has is ever employ'd for the Eafe of the AffliB- 

ed, or to do Good to fome Body , or ether. As 
her Beauty is without Art , her Wit without 
Trifling, her Satire without Malice , her Gayety 
without Lightnefs , her Senfe without AjfeBa- 

tion 3 
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tion, and her Judgment without Sourenefs fo 
is her Friendship without Interefl ■, her Gene- 
rofity without Defign , and all her Good Deeds 

without felfProfpeB. 

IF yon conjider her in the Performance, op 
her Art who is to cojnpare with her ? Who fo 
form'd for the Stage, in Perfon and Genius . 
She gives by the Grace and Emphajis oj' her 
All ion a Soul to the Words, which the Poet 
never underflood , and the Mujick con'd not ex- 
prefs. Tho' fie is very well read in the Future 
of the Mind, and the PaJJions, and knows how 
to deliver every one in its proper Geflure, and 
hook, yet fie has help'd Nature out by the Stu¬ 
dy of Art. She has a ColleBion of the fine/l 
Hiftory Cuts in the World, which with the 
PiBures fie every where here meets with, jhe 
corffults in the PaJJions , obferving what Geflure, 
Countenance, and Look the Sculptor or Pain¬ 
ter has given each PaJJion, and how every one 
may be varioujly and juflly exprefs'J. By thefe 
means fie's arriv'd at this Excellence, and eve¬ 
ry ABor in Operas or Plays ought to follow her 
Example in this if they will not approach her 
PerfeBion. • & 

1 

THE whole Company agreed in the Judies, 

that the Duchefs, and Bellori had done the 

Ophelia. And the Membly now 

a we retir’d home to the Cardinals, 

► 

% 

CHAP. 




Book VI. ( 24 6 ) Chap. IF. 

4 f 

• > 

CHAP. II. 

FantafioV Revenge on Therefa by discovering 
Uberto under the Bed, by which (he loft 
both her Lovers at once. How he ran 
away to Cardinal Ottoborn’r, and fets out 

from Rome with Donna Angela to Venice. 

# 

T HE Scandalous Infidelity of Therefa 

gave me much Pain, and Thoughts of 
Revenge if ever I cou’d come at the 
Means, with which her Lewdnefs and Folly 
foon after furnifh’d me. For Uberto being 
again forc’d under the Bed by the unexpe&ed 
coming of Count Luciano , I took care to Bark, 
Snarl, and make fi ich a Noi fe, that the Count 
drawing his Sword forc’d the Footman to ap¬ 
pear from out of his Covert, and make fuch 
a difcovery that Therefa was in no manner 
pleas’d with, 

THE Count upbraiding her Falfhood, and 
Degeneracy went away in a Paffion. And 
Uberto all trembliug with fear got out of the 
Appartraent, and foon out of the Houfe, and 
for fear of fome fatal Revenge from the Count 
he fpeedily left Rome , fecure in the Lowne(s 

of his Condition from a Purfuit, or Difcovery. 

I found my felf in Difgrace for the Injury I 
had done her Pleafure by depriving her of two 

Gallants at one Time. A Bit and a Knock was 

- * 4 ♦ - * • 
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now all mv Lot, but many a Kick more, than 
Morfels. tjpon which I took my Opportunity 
to give her the Slip, and made my way to 
Cardinal Ottoboni 's who with his Niece 1 un- 

derftood were going for Venice. There was 
no Place I hated more, than Rome , and the 
farther I went from it, the nearer I hop’d my 
felf to my Reftauration to Hu inanity. 

I GO T fafe into the Cardinal’s Palace, and 
mu up to the Apartments, remembring the 
Houfe ever fince I us’d to wait on Therefa to 
Donna Angela Ottoboni , My BeautyAps my 
Credentials, and I was no fooner feeiHrut ad¬ 
mir’d, taken up, and carry’d to Donna Angela , 
who very much pleas’d with my Appearance, 

took me immediately into her Protection, little 
imagining, that I was a Fugitive from her Ri¬ 
val Therefa. For Luciano's Affair was not fo 
fecretly carry’d but Angela .by her Spies had 
made the Difcovery of enough to convince her 
that fhe had an Affair with the Man, that was 
defign’d for her Hufband, which had a long 

time caus’d a Breach betwixt the two Ladies, 

\ * ^ , * 

and made them grow from the moll intimate 
of Friends the moft inveterate of Foes. By 
this means I thought my felf moft fecure in 
her Hands from the odious Therefa . 


I WAS furpriz’d and pleas’d to find fb 
liappy a change of Condition, and Ladies. 
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THERESA was young, gay, very Beau¬ 
tiful and very Lewd. Angela was fomething 
younger, not fo beautiful, but yet incor¬ 
rupt in her Chaftity. Therefa feldom thought 
of God, never of Religion, but always of 
Pleafure. Angela had Heaven ever before her 
in the holy Virgin, and Saints, was always 
Zealous in the Duties of Religious Worlhip, 
and feem’d to have no Notion of the Pleafures 
of the Fair, and the Young. Therefa hated 

to employ her hands in the ingenious Trifles 
of the Needle, but when Ihe was not acting 
the Joy, was preparing her Mind, and-railing 
her Appetite by fuch Books, or Difcourfe, as 
were moll lufcious, and provoking. Angela 
divided the Day betwixt Devotion, and Work, 
and never read any thing hut the Legends 
of the Saints, and Martyrs. Therefa never 
rofe till Noon, but Angela with the Lark. 
Therefa was paflionate, revengeful, talkative., 
and had fome Wit, and thought Ihe had more, 
which always heighten’d her Impertinence 
to the Deftrudion of what Ihe had. - Angela 
was mild, humble, and modeft, and if Ihe had 
not Wit, her filence kept the defed a fecret, 

and made her much more tolerable, than a 

loquacious Wit of that Sex. 

- * 

t 

I HAD entertain’d a mighty good Opi¬ 
nion of my new Lady for a Devotion with¬ 
out Hypocrilie, fo common to the Sex, but I 

founc( 

* . . ( r I. 
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found at laft, that a Womans Virtue is always 
full of the Alloy of the Neighbouring Vice • 
and that while Angela devoted herfelf fo en¬ 
tirely to Religion, Ihe fell into Biggotry\ and 
Superftition. There was indeed the Form of 
Devotion but the EiTence, the Soul of it was 
loft, and vanilh’d * and tho’ fhe fent fourth 
abundance of Prayers every day, yet God 
never had the Tith of them, the Bleffed Vir¬ 
gin, and the Saints incercepted all, and out¬ 
rival’d Omnipotence with this fqolilh De- 
yote. 

t 

SHE perform’d her Devotions every Eve¬ 
ning before Ihe went to Bed, but they con- 
iifted in fprinkling the Chamber, and Alcove 
all about with holy Water, Prayers to her 
Guardian Angel, and the Virgin, and her Pra- 
tronefs. St. Bridgets Prayers, the Rofary , and 
fuch Whimfical Medleys were ever in her 
Mouth, fuch wonderful Indulgences, and 
Benefit being annex’d to them. Then Ihe 
believ’d all the Legendary Miracles of the 
Saints, more firmly, than the Gofpel ., of which 

Ihe knew not one Word. She perfe&ly be¬ 
lieved St. Dennis the Areapogite took up his 

Head in his Hands after the Executioner had 

. _ 

cut it off, and carry’d it two Miles. That St. 
Dunjian took the Devil by the Nofe with the 
Tongs as he look’d in at his Window, and made 
him roar out like a Bull That St. Bemacns 

' -t 


1 




by changing one Letter turn’d Leaves into 
Loaves , and Stones into Fifhes , and Water . 
into 7 Fztj£ that he fail’d over the Sea upon 
a Stone • as an hundred and fifty of the Difci- 
ples of Jcfeph of Arimathea did on his Sons 
Shirt, and Fryer Herveus on his Mantle. 
That St. Nicholas whenite lav in his Cradle 

J , - 

in Refpecl to the Falls of We chief Jays, and 
Fridays wou’d only Suck once. That St. 
Chriflopher flicking his Staff in the Ground 
it immediately budded, and brought forth 
Leaves, by which he Converted eight thou- 
land Pagans to the Chriftian Religion. That 

Bilhop Trian having kill’d his Cow and his 

Calf to entertain St. Patrick and his Followers, 
Both of them, the next Morning were feen 
feeding in the Meddow. That a Sheep be¬ 
ing Stolen, and not reftor’d to the Owner, as 
St. Patrick had commanded • the Saint made 
it bleat in the Belly of him, that had Stolen, 
and Eat it. That St. Briccius being but a Boy 
faw the Devil behind the Altar noting down 
the Faults of the People, and that when he 

wanted room to Write on, he pull’d, arid 
flretch’d the Parchment fo hard with his 


Teeth, that he knock’d his Head againft the 
Wall j and that St. Martin conjur’d him with 
that Vehemence, that he blotted out all j that 
he had Written. That when the King of 
Silena' s Daughter had call her Girdle about 
the Dragons Neck by St. George's Order, he 
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follow’d her up and down as tame and gentle 
as a Lap-Dog: That St. Godericus , ten years 
before his Death faw plainly all that was done 
in ten Miles of his Refidence, and often all 
the World over: That St. 'Dominick' s Books 
being fallen into a River, a Filherman took 
them up three Days after, as dry a? a Fea¬ 
ther: That St. Ronmaldus difcours’d of the 
♦ 9 

fublimeft Points of Divinity, as foon as he 
was born, and immediately after his Baptifm 
•Preach’d a very learned Sermon: That St. 
Chrijlhia fpoke when her Tongue was cut 
out: And St. Margaret being fwallow’d by a 
Dragon, had no fooner made the Sign of the 

Crofs but the Dragon burft in two, and fet 
her at Liberty, as found, as a Roach. - 

THESE with athoufand more as ridicu¬ 
lous as thefe were the daily Subject of her 
difcourfe, and reading, and fill’d her Head 
with fuch Religious Chymera' s, as made her 
perfedly fuperftitioufly Mad. A11 h er Con- 
verfation was with Fryars , Monks , and Je- 
fuits, in whom fne had fo great a Faith, that 
if they had told her it had been Merit to 
Proftitute her felf to them, Ihe wou’d have 
done it, tho’ naturally of a cold Phlegmatic 
Conftitution. 

4 

1N the mid ft of all this Medley, this Fai- 

ty-Land of Religion, Ihe had found fome 

Regard 
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Regard for Count Luciano approving him for 
a Hufband above all Men ^ and having fome 
fmail Grounds of Jealofie, fhe employ’d her 
Spies fo well as to make a Difcovery of 
Therefas Intrigue with her deftin’d Hulband 
which has a fufficient Caufe of an irrecon- 


cileable Breach betwixt the Fair, 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. III. 

9 

Fantafio’j Journey from Rome to Spoleto, 
Aflifium, Mount Alvern, Valumbrofa, and 
the Holy Defart the Cardinal’s difcourfe 
to an Hermit that had not been out of his 
Cell , nor fpoke a Word for forty Tear toge¬ 
ther. The Cardinals fpeech againjl Soli¬ 
tude. 

C ARDINAL Ottoboni and his Train 

fet out of Rome by the Fort a del Populo , 

along the Via Flaminia. We foon paft 
Ponte Molo, famous for the Victory of Con- 

fiantine over Maxentius, Nam?, and Term till 
we came to Spoleto. Where it was refolv’d 
in Compliance with Angela’s defires to turn 
from Foligni to AJJifium , the place of Nati¬ 
vity of St. Francis, Founder of all the 
Fryars. 

HERE the young Lady was told by the 

Cardinal’s Chaplain, that the Bodies of St. 

Francis , and St. Dommick flood hand in hand 
without any Support, and incorruptible. But 
it was not poflible to fee them without fuf- 
fering Death, as one of the Popes had done 
for his Prefumption. It was a great Mortifi¬ 
cation to Donna Angela, that Ihe was deny’d 
the Happinefs of feeing the Body of a Saint, 
whofe Spirit Ihe had fo frequently invok’d in 

her moft ferious Devotion, Never refleding, 

that 
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that it was a inanifeft Mark of a Cheat to 

pretend it to be impious to behold the 
Dead Carcafs of that Saint, who when it was 
a living Body expos'd it to Publick View. 
But thefe good Fathers are not the only Pre¬ 
tenders to thefe holy Saints Bodies j the Soc- 
eolanti declare, they have the fame at Portiim- 
cule ^ and the Dominicans of Bologna affert 
themfelves Poffeffors of the Body of their 
own Founder. 

4 

« • 

% 

% 

FROM hence we went to Portiuncule a 
Chapel of the Virgin , and fo to Mount Alver- 
no , where we had a View of the broken Rocks, 
cleft as they told us by the Earthquake at 
the Crucifixion of our Saviour, with the Im- 
preflion made by the Body of St. Francis to 
avoid the Devil, who was coming to throw 
him down the Precipice. Thence we took 
our Religious Journey to Valomhofa chofeii 
by St. John Gualkert for his Retirement a- 
mong vaft. Woods of Pine, where now is a ve¬ 
ry Famous Abbey y built in a moft Magnificent 
manner, and where the Monks lead a very 
pleafant, and commodious Life •, varying the 
Pleafure by exchanging now and then with 
the Monks of Florence . 

4 

FROM this place we went to the Holy 
Defart , or to Camalfale , there is a Monaftry 
of Monks built on the middle of the Hill, 
where as they had a noble Revenue* fo they 

were 

9 
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Were much more Hofpitable than in the other 
Convents we met with, nor were they fo 
much fallen from their firft Inftitution. Here 
we refted a Day or two, being fufficiently fa¬ 
tigued with the two or three laft Days Jour¬ 
neys among the Jppenines , and being then 
refrefh’d, the Cardinal, at.the Defire of his 

Niece inform’d the Monks that he defign’d 
the next Day to go to the Holy Defart. Up¬ 
on which they call’d us up in the Morning 
by Five a Clock, and made us fit down to eat 
■ at Six, a during us, that .without thus forti¬ 
fying our. Stomachs we Ihou’d not be able to 
fupport the ftlarpnefs of the Air In the Afcent \ 
fince we were to Clamber up on Foot thro’ 

the Snow for Six Miles together. 

# 

THE Cardinal wou’d fain have dilfwaded 
his Niece from fo great a Fatigue, but (he 
wou’d not hear any thing of the matter, fo he 
order’d three of nis Retinue to attend, and 
carry his Niece by turns, who bore me in her 
Arms, not caring to venture to leave me, be¬ 
hind her in the Monaftry/' Having eaten our 
Repaid, of which my Miftrefs was fure to give 
me my lhare, we left the Monaftry about Se¬ 
ven, and compafiing always the Mountain we 
ftruggled towards the Top, through a perpe¬ 
tual Forreft of Firr-Trees. One Inconveni- 
ence was, that thefe Rocks were full of Springs,- 
whofe little .Streams difper-fe themfelves all 

over the Paths we were to pafs; and thefe 
; ' feveral 
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feveral Rivulets meeting fometimes form a 
Torrent, which we went over on Firr-Trees 
for Bridges. The Cardinal was pretty Old; 
and foon tir’d with the Difficulty of the way, 
was fain to have one of my Mi ft redes Atten¬ 
dants to hold him up and affift him. 

ABOUT Noon we got to the Top of the 

Mountain, where it is fo cqld, that when it 
Rains beneath it always Snows there, which 
then were fo high, that at a Diftance we cou’d 
only difcover the Spire of the Church, and 
the Tiles of the Cells. There were about 
fixty of them twenty Paces diftant each from 
the other ^ and every one has feveral Rooms, 
and a Garden. A mong the Re ft there was 
one of a venerable Hermit , who they alfur’d 
us had not ftir’d thence thefe Forty Years, 
and ftill liv’d there in perpetual Silence, they 
put his Food into him by a little Window, 
and which he took with a great deal of Mo¬ 
deration, and Temperance, in fo much, that he 
was there look’d on as a Saint. 

THIS Reputation of the Hermit was fuffi- 
cient to raife the Curiofity or Devotion of 
Donna Angela to fuch a Degree, that nothing 
cou’d fatisfie her but a fight of him, and the 
hearing him fpeak. The Difficulty was urg’d 
but the Authority of a Cardiual was fufficient 
to break through common Obftacles, and fo 

we were admitted into his Cell: and the 

Cardinal 




was a Venetian by Birth, a People riot very 
Famous for all the Niceft, arid fevered: Senti¬ 
ments of Religion. He was b'efides a Man, that 
had been fo Converfant in the Court of Rome, 

that Devotion had no great Root in his Heart; 
He was a Cardinal and that ftiow’d him to Be 


a Mcfn for. Iniereft, in which he was more 
lMll’djthan in the Sowr Precepts of the Melan¬ 
choly Reclufes. With all thefe Qualifications, 
after his Niece had knelt down, and receiv’d 
the Hermit' 5 Bleffing, he thus addrefs’d him- 
felf to him. 


“HOLY Father (faid he) what I fhall 
“ fav is not to condemn' the pious Inftitutions 
“ of oUr Ariceftors, and Saints receiv’d into 
“ the Cannon of the Church But the great 
“ Reputation you have got by feduding your 
“ felf fo many Yeats from tfe World, makes 
“ me defirous to know not only your Motives 
“ of fo fevere a Retreat, but ev’n your Reafons, 
K which ought to juftifie a thing, which per- 
u haps has riot the belt Foundation! in Nature, 
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“ Nor cou’d ev’n you in this terrible Solitude 
“ live either fecurely, or at all, without the 
“ Defence of the State where you live, and 
“ the Afliftance of the Monaftry of Camaldule , 
“ which fends you Provifion for your very 
“ Subfiftence, fo weak and fo inconfiderable is 
“ one Angle Man quitting the Advantages of 
“ Human Society. God has given us Tongues, 
“ and Language to make ufe of to the better 

“ Comfort, and Prefervation of this Civil So- 

u ciety for which he made us, now you by a 

** fort of Prefumption rejed the happy Gift, 
“ and condemn your felf to the Curfe of 
“ Dumbnefs, as a Thing more pleafing to the 
“ Author of Speech. 


“SOCIETY being thus plainly the End' 
<c of God in our Creation, thofe Vertues which 
“ contribute mqjt to that End muft bemoft 
tc valuable, atid belov’d by his holy, and facred 
“ Wifdom:. But a Reclufe Life, by a felfilh 
fort of Avarice, draws, all Confiderations to 
“ your felf, and banifties all thoughts of the 
Benefits of Civil Life, as lefs agreeable to 
“ G,od. For take your Hemitical Life in the 
“ beft Senfe, it can only reach to your own 
tc Advantage, in fencing you from thofe Fa- 
• e tigues, and terrible Trials which Men in 
u the World are oblig’d to Encounter, and the 
“ Yidory, in which, muft be much more great, 
u and Glorious, becaufe undergone for the 

“ Good, of Mankind, and in purfuit of that 

End, 



“ End, for which all Men were born. While 
“ you remote from Care and Danger, pafs an 
“ idle, and fupine Life, wholly direded ti> 
“ your own Benefit, and like a Coward run 
“ out of the Warfare of the World to fecure a 
“ Faftnefs again# the Invafions and Afiaults of 
“ the Enemy. Shou’d this Diftemper, and 

“ Pufilanimity fpread, it muft bring all Man- 
“ kind into Confufion, to a period in One Age j 
“ and that, whofe Confequence niuft be de- 
“ ftrudive, and whofe very Being is fo oppofite 
“ to the Publick Good and Security can ne* 
“ ver in my Opinion be a Vertue in it felf. 


“THERE feems a prevailing Error in all 
“ things of this Nature, that we are only born 
“ for oUr felves, whereas there is no Man in 
“ the World, that confiders his Duty but will 
“ find, that he is born a Member of Society, 
“ and therefore, that his Duty reaches to 
others. 

♦ • 

% 

» % I , 

• H 

THE Cardinal had not long done but the 
Hermit making a Dutiful Bow, with a C?rave 
and Mode# Afpeft thus endeavours to anfwer- 
what the Cardinal had urg’d. 



t 
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CHAP, iv; 

The HermitV Defence of Solitude. 

v 

T H O’ I have not fpoke to any one of 

Human Race thefe Forty Years, yet 

fince Obedience is better, than Sacrifice, 
I fhall not d'ifpute a Command, which is im¬ 
pos’d by one of the facred Purple, whofe 
Authority has made me break that Silence, 
which has- fo Tong preferved my Tranquility 
to return to the Ufe of Speech, which I am 
affraid I fhall fcarce difcharge without fome of 
thofe Vanities and Paflions, that ufually accom¬ 
pany the Ufe of the Tongue. 

YOUR Charge my Lord if I take it right 
is contain’d under thefe following Heads. 

L TH A T all Men being born for Society , 
thofe Vertues which tend to the Prefervation,, 

and Service of that Society are preferable to 
thofe, which we only imagine in- Solitudes 

4 ' * • * 

s ** • 

II. THAT God' has given us Language, 
for the Ufe, and Promotion of this Society , but 
this Voluntary Abdication of Speech feems 
Impious, and Prefumptious, in rejecting a 
Gift of God as evil, or unufeful. 


HI. THAT 


as no ; Man is bom for himfelf, 

fo- 
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fo every Man has an incumbent, and indifpen-• 
fible Duty to Common Society •, but Solitude 
difclaims this Duty, and prefers the Private to 
the Publick , contrary to the received Maxims 
of Morality , which prefers the Publick to the 
Private. 

• * 

. IV. THAT it is a fort of Cowardice to fly : 

out of the Field of Battle, and remove from 

• / 

the Warfare of the World, to retrench our 
felves in Fortifications inacceflable to the 
Enemy. •„ 

• 9 

V. T H A T if this Zeal for Solitude fliou’d 
prevail, it wou’d put an End to Society and 
Mankind in One Age, and to deftroy the very 
Airqi of God in the Creation. And, therefore, 
that what has a Confequence fo impious can 
never in it felf be good or juftifiable, 

• • 

I HOPE, my Lord, I have put your Ar¬ 
guments in their full Force, and not rebated 
the lead: Edge of your Reafoning. Now, 
therefore, permit me to anfwer to the Charge, 

and acquit my Profeflion from thofe Evils 
your Excellence is pleas’d for the fake of Ar* 
gument to load us withal. 

t 

* • # 

(I.) I therefore allow that the Vertues, that 

contribute to the Service and Good of Man- 

• ■ 

kind, and are fairly direfted to the happy, and 

juft Adminiftration of Human Society, are as 

R 3 h\ 
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far above thofe Vertues, that reach only Par¬ 
ticulars, as the General excels the Particular. 
Itt this 1 abfdlutely allow,that He, who employs 
his Time, and fatigue for the Benefit of the 
publick, is infinitely preferable to him, who 
in the Calms of Solitude feeks only his own 
Welfare. You have it therefore my Lord, gran¬ 
ted you, that the Vertues of Society are prefer¬ 
able to thofe of Solitude . But my Lord this is 
no proof at all for the Preheminence of thofe 
bufie Men, who for their own Intereft, and 
Advantage thruft themfelves into the Admi- 

niftration of Human Affairs, and yet have no¬ 
thing lefs in their Eyes, than the Good of the 

People who are under their Care. 

• - 
~ 0 # 

GOVERNMENT, my Lord, was made 

for the eafie, and happy Living of each Com¬ 
munity under fuch Laws, as by mutual Corn- 
pad they had agreed to their mutual Securi¬ 
ty in their Liberty, and Property. Whence 
it is plain, that the Magiftrates were made for 
the fake of the Governed. For the Rights of 
the People being allow’d the End of all Hu¬ 
man Society, the End muft, moft certainly, be 

more excellent, than the Means, and by Con- 
fequence the Governed, than the Governour, 
But to take a View of the World at this pre- 
fent we lhall find all, or at leaft the Chief 
Ends of Society defiroy’d, and Rapine and Op- 
frejjion fprea'd over the Face, of the Earth. 
Princes take their People for Slaves, and their 

Ygnal 
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Venal Property, whom they may life as they 
think fit, Spoil, and Sacrifice for their Honour, 
that is their Ambition, as they pleafe, and this 
they pretend to eftablifh on a Divine Right as 
if the Eternal Caufe, who is no Refpe&or of 
Perfons, made Millions for -the Humour and 
Whim of One Man, whom vet he has not en- 

/ J 

dow’d with more Senfes, Religion, WifJom, 
Knowledge , or Fertile, than the Reft, 

WHERE yet the weak Remains of Liber¬ 
ty are found (Liberty the Native Right of all 
the Images of God) vou find Faffion, Paf- 
fion, Self-Int ere ft, Sordid Gain Tyjpmph over 
Right and Jujlice , Publick Good, and Liberty 
it felf, whofe glorious Principles they profefs. 
to get that Popularity which may enable 
them to deftroy the very Principles they 
pretend to. I am my felf one of the Family 
of the PaJJi, great Oppofers of the Greatnefs 
of the Houfe of Medici, whofe Power at laft 
fuppreft the Liberty of Florence. The FaBi- 
ons of this City, my Lord, were ariv’d to that 
Height, that neither Party confider ? d in their 
publick Tranfaclions what was really for the 
publick Good, but what was fo far plaufible, 
as might promote their own Party, and defeat 

their Antagonize , and it was fufficient to dis¬ 
appoint the moft beneficial Defigns for their 
Country to have them proposed by the Party , 
that was weakeft. Nay to get Profelites, our 
Florentines fo jealous of their Honour, have 

& 4 m 
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have not fcrupled to Proftitpte their own 

A +4 % 

Wives. 

• % 

4 

BUT to go from the fupream Directors of 
States whether Monarchick or Republican , let 
us take a View of the great yet, inferiour, Ad- 
minifters of Nations. Inftead of correcting 
the Oppreffions of their Mailers, and advifing 
them for the Goqd of their People, whofe 
Happinefs, and Rights are committed to there 
Charge to preferve, not deftroy j inftead of in¬ 
forming him of the true State of Affairs, and 
the Grievances of the People, their only Care 
is to encrpfe their own Power, and Riches, 
without any Regard to the Prince, or the 
Subject, but what is neceffary to keep them 
from the Vengance of an enrag’d Multitude, 
or the nearer Difcovery, and Refentment of 
the Prince. How hard will it be, my Lord, 
to find a Minifter of State, at leaft in Italy, 
that fo much as thinks, or has really any 
Notion of the Publick Good, or the Service of 

his Prince? To fee the Fields uncultivated, and 

• • . * 

Cities defolate, and the remaining People, 
Ghofts not Men, perpetually groaning under 
Oppreffion touches them not, they believe 
they deferve no .better, while they arrogate 
to themfelves a fort of Superiority of Kind, 
and add to their Luxury from the Sweat of 
the poor Wretches, they make fo. 


SURE my Lord, your Excellence will 

not infill:, That any of thefe fort of Fiends 
have any Right to claim the belt fhare of Po¬ 
litical Virtue-, while they are the Deftroyers 
of all the Ends of Human Society, and not 
the Benefactors to it, as they ought-, when 
they are the Executioners not Prefervers of 
the People? 

THUS your Excellency will gain nothing 
by my Concefiion of the Preference of Politi¬ 
cal^ to. (Economical Virtues :> fince none of 
thefe are to be found in them, and we hope 
we are not wholly deftitute of thefe. It is 
better to enjoy a private Honefty, than aim at 
a public Villany. ’Tis better in a publick 
defolation to flie to the neareft place of Safe¬ 
ty my felf, than to run into the common de- 
ftruchon without being able to prevent or 
delay it. 

YOUR Excellency’s fecond Argument is. 
That God has given us Language for the Pro¬ 
motion of this Society, but the Voluntary Ab¬ 
dication of Speech feems impious , and prefump - 
tuous in rejeSling the Gift of God as Evil or 

Unufeful. ,i v 

I WILL not, my Lord, mention the great 
Efteem Silence has oeen in among the Wifeft 
of the Antients, the Hieroglyphics of the 
■Egyptians^ or the precepts of Pythagoras , be- 

caiifq 
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caufe thofe may be queftionable Authorities. 

I fhall only therefore anfwer for my Practice 
by Reafon. It is granted my Lord, that Speech 
is a Gift of God, and ufefu 1 to Human Socie¬ 
ty j but fo is the Sun, my Lord, yet no Man 
was ever thought impious for feeking the 
fhelter of the Shade, from its fcorching Beams. 
The Tongue is given by God for the Benefit 
of Society, yet where there is no Society it 

can be no Crime to be filent * elfe we muft be 
oblig’d, in a folitary Walk by our felves in 
the Fields, to exercife it to no purpofe. Now 

my Lord a folitary Walk was never yet 
thought a Crime againft Human Society, and 
ours is but fuch lengthened out into Years. 
Language I have allow’d to be the Gift of 
God, but God has not fo difpers’d his Gifts, 
us to fecure them from an Abufe and that of 
the Tongue my Lord, is not only a thou fan d 
times inveigh’d againft in the Holy Scrip¬ 
tures, and Fathers, but is obfervable in every 

Company almoft, that you come in. Take 
away Vanity, Pride, Calumny, Railing, Pro- 
phanefs, Obfcenity, and the other Vices of 

Converfation, and how little real ufe will 
you find of the Tongue •, and even there how 
few make ufe of it to the End defign’d. Tho’ 
the Tongue be a Gift of God, yet no-body 
was ever yet fo wild to imagine, that we ought 
always to fpeak, for that would not only be 
againft all Maxims of Wifdom, but worm re¬ 
ally introduce a New, and more troublefome 

Babel 
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Babel, and Confufion, where all wou’d be Hear¬ 
ers, and no Speakers, even Work than perpetu- • 
al Silence fince by Motions and Geftures we 
may be underftood, but by the other not at 
all. Hence it is plain, that every Man is 
Judge when he is to fpeak, and when hold his 
Tongue, that is when Silence is to be obfer- 
ved, and when to be broken ^ but when a 
Man acts according to the decifion of his 
Judgement in this particular, he cannot be 
condemn’d of a Crime. The Scripture tells 
us, That if our Eye offends us we mu(l pluck 
it out ^ and yet the Eye is as great a Gift of 
God as the Tongue, yet fubmitted to be de¬ 
ft roy’d by us according to our own Judge-' 

ment. 


IN this Solitude we have 


courfe and by avoiding that we avoid Back- 

1 • • #*1« 1 1 v 11 l' 1 • « • 


and Idle Words 

L/ * * X 

rapt Contemplation, and injure our Souls. We 

have therefore, in this only follow’d the Rule 
of the Scripture already quoted, which I hope 
will be Jollification enough of our filer ice to 
your Excellence fince we defpife not the Gift 
of God, but only ufe it not, for fear of the 
Abufe into which our Frailties are apt to 
throw it. 
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1% f<9 Common Society: 2?«f Solitude dis¬ 
claims this Duty , and prefers the Private r<? 
f/j<? Public, contrary to the receiv'd Maxims 
*>/Morality which prefers the Public to the 

Private. 

MY Lord I grant, that no Man is born for 
himfelf only} but I deny, that Solitude de¬ 
claims the indifpenfible Duty of Common So¬ 
ciety , which being denv’d the reft of your 
Excellency’s Argument falls to the Ground. 
If by our Duty to Common Society is meant, 
that every Man is oblig’d to have a Hand in 
the Management of Public Affairs, it is moft 
evidently erroneous, for that is no where now 
practic’d, nor is it almoft poffible in a State of 
any Bignefs. Such an Opinion muft produce 
only Anarchy, and Confufion, which are cer¬ 
tainly deftrudive to Human Society , but 
this Duty in Particulars, or Private Perfons 
muft be no more but a peaceable fubjedion 
to the Laws, and the doing all the good we 
can to our Neighbour without Injury to pur 

felves. Now my Lord, the Solitude, that we 

make Choice of is within the Compafs of Hu¬ 
man Society , it is fubo'rdinate to the Govern¬ 
ment, that allows and proteds us, and we do 
what Good to our Neighbour, we can with 
our Prayers, which only are in our Power. 
It is feldom minded where Beggars refort, 
whether in Woods, or High-ways, in Streets 

pr in Solitude. The State expeds no mqre 


* 
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Service of them, than the Protection it gives 
them. We are my Lord Beggars,and livefrereon 
the Charity of our Founders we are incapable of 
ferving the Public, and may well therefore be 
allow’d to retreat to our felves alone, and our 
God, the Caufe, and end of our Beings, and 
feek in him, that Peace, and Happinefs, which 
we cou’d no where find in the World, as long 
as we' are Obedient to the Laws, and Injurious 
to None, but Well-withers, to A1I> 

N 

THE third Objection is, That it is a fort 

of Cowardice to fie out of the Field of Battle , 
to retrench our felves in Fortifications inaccef- 

fible to the Enemy. 

% 

4 

m 

MY Lord I hope it will rather look like a 
prudent Condud, than Cowardice, to retreat 
from an Enemy, that has too often been too 
hard for us in the open Field*, and to feek 
our Defence in Faftneffefs, that are not fo 
eafily approachable. It would be the higheft 
Temerity imaginable in ine to venture into 
the Field, and bid Defiance to an Enemy, that 

is fo advantagioufly Polled, and has fo very 
good a Correfpondence in my own Camp •, no 
’tis more like a Wife General of over-harrafs’d, 
routed, and weaken’d' Troops to make a fair 
Retreat to fome Eminence of difficult Accefs, 
where the Vidorious Foe, cannot bring up all 
its'Train of Artillery againll us, nor make- 

Advantage of the Treachery of the Tray tors 

within 
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within. Here, my . Lord, Ambition, Hope, 

.Defire, Lufi: have no way to betray us, who 
are dead to our Paffions, and every Day wait¬ 
ing the Death of our Bodies, to be diffolv’d, 

and be with Chrift. Bubles in all our paft 
Stock we are willing to mannage well the 
laft Stake, on which the Succefs of the whole 
Game depends. Nor are we here fo fecure 
but that alas! we often find the undermining 
of the fubtle Foe, and have many terrible 
Bickerings in our Countermifes to beat him 
out of our Trenches. Our Retreat, therefore, 
is Prudence, and not Cowardice, and by Con- 
fequence a Fertile not a Vice* 

THE Hypothetical Fear of this Zeal pre¬ 
vailing, my. Lord, to the Deftru&ion of Socie¬ 
ty, I am affraid is too pleafant to challenge 

an Anfwer. The World has too many 
Charms, and our Paffions too great a Preva¬ 
lence to fuppofe any Probability of fo total a 
Defection from the World, the Flefti, and the 
.Devil, to imagine, that we ffiou’d have many 
Profelites *, the Provifion is too fmall to fur- 
niffi many, and impoffible to fubfift all Man¬ 
kind. But this I affiurs your Excellence when 
ever there is any Danger of this, if it happen 
in my Time, I will be the firft that fhall quit 

my Retreat for. the World, to preferve that 

Society which was falling on fo extraordinary 
an Occafion. I perfwade my felf that your 

Excellence threw in this fifth Argument are 

Abundance, 
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Abundance, not to lay any great ft refs on its 

Force. 

HAVING thus, I hope fully anfwer’d 

your Objections againft our happy, and lingu¬ 
lar Solitude, I hope you will give me leave to 
rake a View of both States, and fee which is 
moft worthy of a rational Man, and then fub- 
mit to your Excellency’s determination the 
Juftice of the Caufe. 




CHAP. 




# ' 




r 



CHAP. y. 

A Continuation of the Hermit s Hararijnk 
againf the World , and in Defence of Soli¬ 
tude , being a general Satyr on the feveral 
States , and Pleafires bf Life. 


A H! my Lord, the Life of the World is 
Jr\ but a wretched Stage, whofe whole 

Bufinefs is meerly to fupport it feIf. 
The Men of the World Pray, Cringe, Lye, 
Flatter, Swear, and Forfwear, Murder, Cheat* 


and perpetrate all the Villanies in Nature , 
meerly and poorly to prolong a wretched fer¬ 
tile Life, without the Ufe of Reafon or Bene¬ 


fit of Living. The Soldier wades thro’ Seas 
of Blood, and Death only to continue Life in 
Toils, Devaftations, Hardlhips, Hazard, and 
Brutal want of Thought. The Merchant 
ventures thro* Rocks and Quick-Sands in the 


purfuit of that Gold, which when obtain’d 
he wants Soul to enjoy, and Judgment to ufe. 
The Lawyer deals in Perjuries and Forgeries 
to feed a Noifie Bawling Life.’ Man turns a 
Spaniel , Fawns on Fools, and Rafcals only to 
fill his craving Paunch, to Drink and Sleep. 
And fo thro’ all Degrees, each ftruggles to 
maintain that Life he knows not how to make 


hi’s Advantage of, or to diftinguilh from a 
Brutes. My Lord, I have run thro’ moft Sta¬ 
tions of Life, and cannot find any one worth 

the 
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'the Ambition of a Man of Senfe, not to fay a 
Man of Religion. Reafon diftinguifhes Man 
from Beaft, but when a Man relinquiihes his 
Reafon in his Conduct, nothing but the Form 
of Man remains, and he is only a Brute eredb 
Why then iliou’d a Mari, who knows, that 
Reafon, and Juftice has long fince forfaken the 
World prirfue either Happinefs, or Peace 
where thofe Foundations of them are no more? 

THE Princes Vices raife Men riot' his 
Vertues Power is got Drunk arid orders things 
fo Madly, that Men thrive now by their Vices 
not their Vertues j not is it now how innocent 
you are, or guilty, but how much, or how lit¬ 
tle Money you have. Small Faults are Vil- 
lanies but Excefs makes them Vertues. Thus 
the little Pad is hang’d for taking of your 
Purfe, and the Lawyer grows a Judge by rob¬ 
bing whole Eftates. The Courtier, on your 
Gourifel looks not on Vour Merit, of the Good- 

J * 

nefs of you r Caufe, but your Gold. If your Purfe 
be weak in vain is your Merit great, or your 
Caufe right. For Defert, and a good Caufe 
without Money is tl?e Torpedo of the Tongue*^ 

but let your' Merit be {mail, and your Caufe 
bad, and your Purfe ft rang. Preferment and 
Victory are your own. 

J a 

WHAT Path, what Station of Life wou ? ct 
vou take to give me a Proof, that Man, rational 
Mari purfues Reafon ? There is a Univerfal Taint 

S in 




Book VI. ( 274 ) Chap. V. 

in the Kind, and there is no way of being free* 

from the Infection but by quitting Society. 

* 

THE Fundamental Rights, the Founda¬ 
tions of that Happinefs for which Society is 
valuable are diifolv’d, vanilh’d, dead. SecurU 
ty, Liberty , and Property are no more} the 
People, for whofe fakes Government was ere¬ 
cted have now no Benefit by it, and thofe are 
only the happieft, that are the leaft Slaves. 
Let us go to Venice my Lord, your Excellen¬ 
cies Countrv, and fee what their Boafted Li- 

J ' 

berty is, and we fhall find it confin’d to a few, 
who Lord it o’er the many in fo exorbitant a 
manner, that mult have difpeopled their Do¬ 
minions long fince had not Fortune plac’d them 

in the midfl: of greater Tyrants. 

CAN a Man of Reafon bear with Patience 
to fee his Fellow Creatures, the equal Images 
of God trampled under Foot, and put on an 

equal Level with Brutes ? And yet it will be 

hard to find a State, that does not this with 

the Many, who ought always to be the Chief 
Object, and Care of Government. What Man 
of Reafon can bear to fee a Dropfical, Parali- 
tic, Drunken Murtherer affume the Title of a 
God, place himfelf on a Level with Omnipo¬ 
tence, when he has neither the Honour, Ju- 
ftice, Underftanding, nor Senfe of a Man } 
Nay and to hear rational Men pleading for 

the 
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the Preheminence of Servitude, and that it is 

out Duties to be Beafts of Burden. 



GO from the Heads to their Miniftefs and 
find me one in Ten thoufand, that have Ho¬ 
nour, Honefty, Underftanding, Juftice of 
Generality. They tell us indeed of Old, that 

^ J ' 

Noblemen were Wife, Brave, Generous, Hof- 
pitable, Juft, and Good, but the Truth of the Af- 
fertiori we iuuft not bring to the Teft of our 

Tiriies, when they are either Slaves to Ava¬ 
rice, like Traders Cunning, or like Bullies 
Lobfe, fquandering their Subftance profufely 

on Fools , Knaves, and their own Vues ■, of 
Penurioufly, and Scaridaloufly griping of all 

they can lay hold of. Ail Thought of Ful’lick 
Good is laugh’d at, that comes athwart their 
Private Gain •, to which they blindly offer 
every thing that ought to be valu’d by them, 
Friends, Children, Parents ■, all Tyes of Ho¬ 
nour, Horkfty, and Religion. 




THEY life Men as their Fools, and Pr0- 

falfe Hopes and flattering 
around them to cram their Levees 
with the Shoals of Gudgeons, that croud each 
Day to nibble at the Bait, which, like the 
Fruit of Tantalus, they fee, ftill fly purfuing 
Mouths; Merit they let ftarve while Fools 
enjoy their Smiles: Or if by wondrous Chance 
they grow familiar with needy Worth , ev’n 

in their Bofoms, they let it live 611 hope, and 

S 2 trifling 
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trifling Toys, while their pert, fawcy, fenflefs 
Menials Thrive, and get Preferments more 
Subftaiitial from them. They generally make 
ufe of Priviiedges, and Titles, to evade the fa- 
cred Tyes of Common Honefty, fwelling upon 
the Spoils of trufling Bankrupts, robbing the 
induftrious Toil of the poor Trader. Or if 
they pay their Debts it is becaufe they think 
it Popular, not becaufe his Juft ^ befides they 
fell the Publick, and may well afford it, bar¬ 
tering the Princes Places and his Trails with 
any Fool or Knave for guilty Gold. Or if with¬ 
out a Bribe they do a Favour, they clog it fo 
with Fawning and Attendance , with fuch a 
long Idolatry of Body, that Men of Senfe can’t 
pay the- vile Extortion: Dull flavilh Souls 
indeed. Unthrifts of Time, that kick’d like 
-Spaniels will fawn oil them ftill,andby Impor¬ 
tunity, and Impudence of bearing, wreft from 
them what they’d have, and ufe the Benefit 
like Knaves, which they got like Fools. 

PASSING, my Lord, fromthefe Great 
Ones to the bulk of Mankind and what a med- 
ly do we find, a perfect Farce, or like Sick 
Mens Dreams without Order, or Conne&ion. 
Formality, and Buflnefs in every Man’s Face, 

but neither Thought,nor Reafon in their Con¬ 
duct, or Convention. Here you fee a pert 
Sot reading News, Letters, and Verfes in the 
Street, to contradict his Difcourfe, by an un- 
•feafonable Proof of his Reading and Writing. 

There 

* 
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There a Gay Fop ratling along in his Chariot, 
prouder of the Beauty of his Livery, and E- 
quipage, than of his own Underftauding. 
There a crack’d Sempftrefs drefs’d like a Ladies 

Daughter. Here an OftleTs Son with his 
Sword by his fide like a Gentleman ^ and there 
a Man of Birth in a tatter’d Coat, and out at 
heels. Here rides an ignorant Emperic in 
Velvet, and there trudges a Learned Man on 
foot up to the Knees in Dirt ■ all Hats fly off 
to that Fool in Office, while that Man of 
Senfe is juftled by the Porters and Footmen. 
Who can endure to hear that Rafcal call’d a 
Man of Honour becaufe he dares Fight in Vin¬ 
dication of a Villany ? Or that Uferer call’d 
a prudent, induftrious Man, becaufe from a 
barefooted Vagabond he has got a vafl: Eftate 
by fqueezing the Needy, and impofing on the 
Ignorant. 

TRUST not to Wit it may introduce you 
indeed to the Fair and the Great, but it is on¬ 
ly for a Laugh no more, never thought on but 

when prefent,nor then for your hike, but their 
own j the Diverfion you give, not you is re¬ 
garded. But if you wou’d pal's fuccefsfully, 

and effectually to the Fair, and the Great, you 
muft Game •, that brings the Lacquey to the 
Board with Kings, and Queens •, if you Lofe, 
you oblige with your Money •, but if you Win 
you Command with your Fortune, the Lord’s 

S 3 vout 
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your humble Servant, and the Lady what 
you pleafe. 


IS there any thing fo contrary togoodfenfe, 
md fo thoroughly ridiculous, as to fee a Man 


of Fortune and Quality raking, and fcraping 
together immenfe Sums of Monev, bv the 

O J * % u 

Oppreflion of the Poor, and the Betraying his 
prince, and Country, when he has not the 
Soul to ufe what he has already, and muft lofe 

the whole as foon as ready Death intercepts 
his Lunatick Hopes and Defires, or the De~ 
ftruction of that Country he has Sold, has 
Subjected it to the Enemy ? They muft be 
look’d on, as a fort of Mad Men, and ought to 
tie confin’d in clofe Rooms. For they Act 
without Aim, and Fatigue themfelves Day, 
and Night for heaps of Wealth, they know 

not who lhall enjoy, 

■ 




Book VI. ( 279 ) Chap. V. 

WHAT can I fay of Ambition that Ava¬ 
rice of Glory, or Power, the former more ex- 
cu fable than the later, lince the Publick mav 

* tJ 

be benefited by the Former, but himfelf only 
by the Latter. To fee Men of Gravity and 
Years Caballing, watching whole Nights in 
countermining an Oppofite •* betraying ail the 
Laws of Right, and Wrong meerly for a Place 
depending on the Prince, or the People •, both 
whofe Favours are fickle, and frail, and of a 
Day when they are gain’d by Cunning* and 
Trick, not by Merit. 

1 J . 

M Y Lord I fhou’d be tedious to take a full 
view of the very ridiculous Face of the World 
in all their prepofterous Cares, by which they 
banifh the happinefs they pretend to purfue, 
and which are not worthy a Man of Honour, 

J * 

nor Senfe* But if we look on thefe things 

with a Religious Eye, they then prefent a ter¬ 
rible Profpeft, and wou’d tempt a Alan to think 
that Hell was broke Loofe, and that there 
cou’d be no greater Devils, than are now in 
PolTeflion of the World. Nay they in fome 
meafure exceed the Wickednefs of the Devils 
themfelves, they know and tremble at the 
Being of God, thefe feoff and laugh the Noti¬ 
on of a Deity quite out of the World. Nay 
having quitted Reafon in the whole Conduct 
of their Lives, they wiil {hake hands with 
a Fool in their Opinions, left they ihou’d 
deftroy their Aims, and foolilh Defires. Thus 
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they will rather be guilty of fo monftrous an 
Abiurdity as the attributing the Rife of Order 
to Chance, than allow it the Work of an Om¬ 
nipotent, Ail-Wife, All-juft, and All-Good 

Creator. While they infift that Nothing can 
come of Nothing , they wou’d allow the For¬ 
mation of All things to Nothing, for Chance is 
nothing, it has no Being, and by confequence 
jnuft be nothing ^ and wholly depending on 
Caufes and Beings pyexiftent to it felf, and 
nothing akin to it. Thus they wou’d cover 
one Abfurdity with another, while they hide, 
and fnelter their wicked, and irrational Acti¬ 
ons under wicked and irrational Principles * 
fond of Fatigue, and Trouble, and avprfe to 

Happinefs, and Eafe. 

QUITTING now this Lake of Sodom 

the World, let us lift up our Thoughts to Ob¬ 
jects worthier a Man of Reafon, and Religion, 
for he who pretends to Reafon, and yet wou’d 
difclaim Religion, is a Cheat, being equally 
deftitute of both. Like Men efcap’d a Storm 
we behold from the fecure Beach, the Wrecks, 
the boifterous Waves, and the toft Veil els, 
fclefling Heaven for our Deliverance from a 
Tempeft in which we fee fo many Periih, 

averfe ev’n to the Shore,that fhou’d fave them. 

• • m ' 

H E'R E we have Objects capable of employ¬ 
ing our Thoughts and Contemplation perpe¬ 
tually without Satiety y when Infinity is the 

Confideration 

4 
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Confideration we can never want Motives of 
Wonder, or Defire, that which fills up the 
Happinefs of all Eternity is fufficient to over¬ 
fill the moft Exalted, and moft Capacious Soul 
in this frail Flefh. Oh! Infinite Goodnefs 


whether we Contemplate thee in all the My- 
riades, thou, and Omnipotence have produc’d, 
of living Beings capable of thy everlafting Blef- 
fings ^ or whether we go further and admire 
thee in the re-eftablilhing the loft Race, and 
fetting open the Gates of Heaven , at the fame 
Time, that the Sins of Man ftiut thofe of Pa- 
?adife< Whether we view thee in the Stupen¬ 
dous Oeconomy of the World, in thy Won¬ 
ders thro 5 all the Vaft Expanfe, Numberlefs, 

and Endlefs in thy Glory, and thy Power. 
Or whether we Contemplate thee in thy 
Wonderful Difpenfations to Mankind ^ the 
Meditation perpetually fills the Soul with a 
Pieafure proportion’d to the vaftnefs of our 
Willies and Defires, for proceeding from Om¬ 
nipotence, nothing elfe can be able to give us 
true, fincere, and perfect Satisfaction, and di¬ 
vine Pieafure but Omnipotence it felf. To 


which I recommend vour Excellence, with 

J * 

my humble Defire that you permit me to re¬ 
turn to that holy Silence, to which I owe 
Joys fo fublime, that no Earthly Confideration 
can compenfate the Lofs of. 


THE Cardinal feem’d a little uneafie, and 
fhagrin’d at the bold Truths, which the 

Hermit 


Book VI. ( 282 ) Chap. V. 

Hermit had utter’d, but tho’ his Confcience 
was a little wounded, yet returning from the 
holy Defart, and coming to the warm Mona- 
ftry reftor’d him to his former Follies ^ and 
Cardinalifli Principles, and Conduct. Donna 
Angela , who hoped to have heard from him 

fome Legend of St. Romualdus , was terribly 
difappointed when none of the Saints, nor 
the Virgin her felf had any Ihare of his Dif- 
courfe. 




CHAP. VI. 

Of the Cardinals return to Foligni, his pajjing 
the Appenines, and Arrival at Loretto, and 
his Journey thence to Ferrara, the Miraczt -' 
Ions' Conception of a Venetian Woman told 

Donna Angela by a Priefl on the Road. 

B EING refrelh’d at the Monaftry Donna 

Angela prevail’d, that we might return 
* the lame way we came, that fhe might again 

hear the Legends of Valombrofa , and Alverne . 
The Cardinal in compliance with her Defire 
went back the fame way, and vifited the fame 
Places, and from Mount Alverne went down 
the other fide of the Apennines and palling 

thro’ Fojfombrone , and JJrbano , we came to 
Fano, a pretty City on the Adriatic. Being 
come thither, and refrefh’d our felves the Car¬ 
dinal’s Calalhes, and Equipage, that were left 
at Foligni met us. 


G OIN G out of Town we had not travel’d 

far but we difcover’d a Troop of People drefs’d 
in a comical manner, and mounted as pleafant- 
ly. They prov’d to be Pilgrims going from 
Bologna to Loretto , about fifty riding on AJfes , 
a Way of travelling much us’d in the Marca 
di Ancona. They were all in their Pilgrims 
Weeds, an Afli grey colour’d large Linnen 
Veft, by their- Girdles a large pair of Beads, 

on their Breafts their Scuola. and in their 

Hands 



Book VI. ( 284 ) Chap. VI. 

Hands their Staves , blefs’d by the Curate of 
their feveral Parilhes. 

W E had not Rode far but we were come 
up with about twenty Calafhes of Ladies, or 
fhe Pilgrims , all Relations or Miftreffefs of the 
former Troop of Male-Pilgrims . They were 
all richly drefs’d gay and Airy, with little 

Pilgrims Staves of Gold, Silver, or Ivory fa- 
ften’d to the Body of their Gowns,and powder’d 
o’er with Pearls, and Dimonds *, fome were 
compos’d of 0/vz«££-Flowers, others of the 
artificial Flowers of Bologna j others had 
crain’d the curious Work of Years intp that 
little Compafs. 

BEING come our firft Stage Donna An¬ 
gela ., immediately ftrook with this Devotion, 
defired to dine with the He and She Pilgrims. 
But finding their Difcourfe run all on their 
Miftreffefs Staves, and Gayeties little fuiting 
the Occafion (he exprefs’d her diffatisfaflion to 
a Pilgrim, that apply’d his Difcourfe to her, 
which was wholly on the Miraculous houfe 
of Loretto, how it was Born from the Holy- 
Land by Angels fir ft into Dalmatia , then into 
another Place in Italy, and laftly fix’d where 
it was by Hands divine. And a thoufand 
ftrange Miracles perform’d by the holy Cha¬ 
pel. To Angela's complaint he reply’d, That 
they were mojl ofthe Men and Ladies of Qua¬ 
lity of Bologna, that at Times of Repajl they 

ivere 

4 - 
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«/<?>•<? allowed to divert themfehes , that all 

was innocent as free. 

« * 

THIS Pilgrim who was a Bolognian Earl 
took a mighty fancy to the Simplicity of Don¬ 
na Angela , which encreas’d by the continual 
Converfe he had with her to Loretta , and in 
that Place. The more to engratiate himfelf 
he allured her, he was a Prieft, but that in 
Honour to the Pilgrimage he had quitted his 
Habit for that of a Pilgrim of Loretto. From 
whence, he told her, he defign’d to go to Venice 
to fee fome Relations who liv’d in that Citv. 

J 

' ♦ 

IT was an odd undertaking of this Prieft: 
or pretended Prieft to attaque the Vertue, and 
Chaftity of a Cardinal’s Neice then a&ually 
under his Prote&ion j yet Induftry, and little 
Religion were great Helps to his Succefs, 
which he accomplilh’d in a little Time after 

our Arrival at Venice. 

• • 1 

% 

t • * 

BEING come to Loretto Donna Angela 
perform’d all her Devotions, and vilited the 
holy Chapel in all the Formalities of the 
moft Superftitious Biggotry, 

OUR flay at Loretto was not long enough 
for me to make any frefh difcoveries of the 
Folly of the People, or the Knavery of the 
Priefts, who are fond enough of fuch Pilgrims, 

but fufhciently rude andcruelRude to thofe,who 

are 
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^ A 

&re poor, and depend on their Charity. They 
take it to be a fort of Interloping on them 
when any one pretends to Charity but them- 

felves. ^But thefe are things known to every 
One. 

1 

THE Cardinal having done his Biifinefs at 

boretto and his Neice her Devotions, we fet 

out for Venice , with this good Father in our 
Retinue, who rode by the Calafli which car- 

ry’d Donna Angela and' entertain’d her with 
Stories of Saints, and wonderful Miracles. 
Among the reft he faid a Pious Relation of 
his in Venice who had long born great Devo¬ 
tion to the Virgin , and continu’d in honour of 
her a Maid, had a defire feeing the Corruption 
of the World, that fhe might have a Child by 
fome Miraculous Means without the help of 

a Man, who by confequence not being born 
of corrupt Seed might be a Medium of recal¬ 
ling the depravity of Mankind froni their 
Wicked Ways, and reftoring the pure Wor- 
ihip of the Virgin and all the holy Saints, 
efpecially to recall Venice from that Supinity 
irt* and alinoft dilbelief of all Religion, which 
now reigns in that City. This good Pious 
Woman.made ufe of the Prayers of good St. 
Bridget , which if you fay thirty days together 
you infallibly obtain whatfoever you de- 
maud j by which 
Favour of the Virg 

Tent to her, and got 

fhe 
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{he was no {boner brought to Bed but, the 
Child {poke to the People, arid threaten’d 
great Judgments if they continu’d in their 

Wickednefs *, but the good People that were 

at the Labour confidering the feverity of the 
Government of Venice advis’d a perpetual Si¬ 
lence of this Miracle till the Child eame of 

♦ 

Age fufficient to execute the Meifage he was 
fent on. So the Boy was immediately con-? 
vey’d out to Nurfe, and the Mother arofe 
from her Bed as well and unconcern’d as if 
{he had ne’er had a Child, and yet continues & 
Zealous Worfliipper of the Virgin , that had 
allow’d her a Favour fo peculiar. 

A 

0 v 

THE Cunning Impoftor- Preach’d not to' 
the Deaf for die innocent Angela mt only be* 
liev’d him, but ftrucken with the Angularity* 
and Novelty of the Miracle began to hope for 
a like Celeftial Amour y lince {he had found fo 
much falfehood in her Earthly Gallant. TheT 
Credulity of Superftitibn and Biggotry is 
incredible, and it is impoffible' to invent any 
thing fo monftrouSj and impoffible, which 
will riot feem extreamly Probable, and likely 
when view’d With Eyes deluded by thofe 
Follies. 

* 

# • 

ANGELA alk’d whether this Lady were 
alive, and whether it were’ poffible to have’ a 
few Words With her about a . Miracle fo ex- 
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traordinary, which had mov’d both her curi-* 
ofity and Admiration. 

MADAM, faid the Priefi, I am unwilling 
to tell you a Lie, and yet I fee a great Incon¬ 
venience in anfwering truly. Should I tell you 
flie were Dead I fliou’d aft with more Prudence, 
tho’ I told you a Falfity becaufe fhe really is 
alive, and happy in dayly Converfation with 
the Angels ana Saints. But then on the 
other hand fliou’d I tell you, that you ftiay 

fee her and Coflverfe with her, I betray my 

Truft, fince if it fliould be known to the Ma- 
giftrates, who are all Wicked Men or even to’ 

my Lord Cardinal your Uncle, who out of 
want of Faith or Curiofity not Devotion, 
fliou’d enquire into it, it wou’d be difpleafing 

to the Virgin , to the laft degree, and 
fufficient to put both her and my felf out of 
her Favour. I wou’d. Madam, with all my 
Heart comply with your Defires, fince 
I believe them founded on Faith and Devo¬ 
tion, but I am not willing to run to defperate 
a Hazard of offending the Glorious Virgin, 
who alone worketh great Miracles, and is the 
Gate of Heav’n, by expofing her Hand-Maid 
to the Infults of Infidels, before the Time al¬ 
lotted for her Appearance with her Son. 

• * 

* 

THIS cunning Difcourfe rais’d yet Donna 

Angela's defires to a greater Pitch, and made 
her allure him, that if he wou’d comply with 

her in that Particular flie wou’d keep it a 

fecret 
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fecfet from all Men, and particularly from 
her Unde, and to this Ihe invok’d the Virgin 
to Witnefs, and deal with her as the difcharg’d 
her Engagement. 

, / 

BUT, Madam, (purfu’d he) not only 
not to fpeak of this is fufficient in fo weighty 
an AfFait, but there muft be Caution us’d ev^ri 
in the Interview * you will be watch’d, you 
are a Lady of too Great a Figure not to be 
obferv’d, and an Eye kept on your Motions 
where-ever you go, now the Danger is near 
Equal, whether the Difcovery be made by our 
Tongue* or our Conduct 

v « v • * 

I AM willing (reply’d Angela ) to do any 

thing, you can in Reafon defire to obtain fo 
lingular a Happinefs-, and if you will inftrud 
me how I lhall behave niy lelf, under your 
holy Con dud, I hope I may merit the Ser¬ 
vice. 

WELL,- Madam, (returned the Pried) I 
cannot determine much on the Matter at 
prefent, but I will confult the Blefled Wo¬ 
man, and as Ihe direds I lhall do. You lhall 
fee me irf St. Marks , at high Mafs e’ery Sun¬ 
day, and if in any Difguife you will come 
thither the *firft Sunday after your Arrival, I 
will inform you of what Progrefs I have made 
in the fatisfadion of your Wilhes. 


T 


DONNA 
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DONNA Angela was infinitely fatisfy’d at 
what was paft, and nothing cou’d now pleafe 
her but an Angel for a Kufband. Being come 
to Ferrara the Prieft took his Leave, but not 
without her putting him in inind of his Pro- 
mife, and his Affuranee of not forgetting it. 
The Cardinal had fome Affairs to difpatch of 
the Pope in this City, and fo ftaid there fome 
Days*, but die fuppos’d Prieft went directly 
for Venice. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


• « l 

The Cardinal^ Arrival-at Venice itheAd- 

/ ‘ i 

venture of Donna Angela with a Priefl, 
whom {he tpok^ for the Angel Gabriel. 


r 4 




_ __ ' * % * • 

FTER mote than a Fortnights Delay,, 

the Cardinal fet out for Venice to the 
fatisfadion of his Niece, who was 
impatient to fee and Experiment the Wonders, 
fhe hoped to find real in her own Perfon. She 
Thought and Dream’d of nothing elfe, for fhe 
in her Sleep wou’d often carefs me, and cry 
out, 0 ! holy Angel thy Handmaid is not. wor¬ 
thy of this Honour. 



come to Venice , and fix’d' in a: 
Palace of the Ottobom , Donna Angela was at a 

lofs how to contrive her, meeting of thePrieft*, 

but Womans Wit feldoni fails them,. at a dead’ 
Lift, tho’ they be never fo' filly in all things 

befides. She made ariE-xcufe of going to fee' 

a fick Relation muffl’d tip in her Veil attend¬ 
ed but by one Maid. As file paft by the' 
Church of St. Mark fhe pretended, that flie 
wou’d go in and hear Mafs. 


* 9 


THE Prieft had heard of the Cardinal*: 
An ival, and therefore was ready juft' Within 
the Door •, Angela's Eyes were about her to 
fee-for her-'Guide, and both being diligent in 


T 2 


the 




die fame mafter they foon came to meet, but 
the Prieft obferving her Maid, faid nothing to 
her, but gave her a Note with order to burn 
it, as foon, as flie had read it, and punctually 
to obferve the Directions he had given her 
in it. 

# 

* 


THE Prieft paft away, and Donna Angela 
burnt with defire of Reading the Billet, which 
contain’d the Sum of all her prefent Defires. 
Having made her Vifit, heard her Mafs, and 
being return’d Home flie retir’d to' her Clofet 
and read this Note. 


Letter. 


% 

I HAVE , my good Daughter, been diligent 
in accomplishing your Wipes j and the Blelfed 
Woman having found you a Favourite of the 
Holy Virgin, has confented , that you pall fee 
her , if you nicely regard her Directions •. you 
imp fay the Rofary five times a Day till next 
Sunday , and St. Bridgets Prayers once a Day 
to obtain whatever you mojl defire, then come 
alone to St. Marks to Vefpers , and Vll conduB 


you to her. 


<'€r' 


THE Rofary and St. Bridgets Prayers now 
took up all her Time, and what Ihe defir’d 
was to be the Mother of an Angels Child, as 
this peculiar Servant of the Virgin had been. 

Her Devotion for this was fo much, that I 

... - had 
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had failed to her Prayer, had I not. found Fa¬ 
vour in the Eyes of her Maid and the Cardi¬ 
nal, for Merit is always dear to the Great and 
the Fair. The Sunday comes, fhe goes to the 
Sacrament, and after locks her felf up in her 
Clofet as to retire all Day to Prayers ^ where 
in the midft of her Devotion ftie put on a 
Difguife, which before Ihe had procur’d, and 
under a Veil goes undifcover’d to Vefpers at 
St. Marks. Her Guide was ready, and after 
many By-Turnings, and palling by two or 
three Canals, we arrive at a very handfome 
Houfe •, are conducted by the Good Prieft up 
to an Appartment, where we found on her 
Knees before a Picture of the Virgin, a Vene¬ 
rable tho’ not Old Lady praying aloud for the 

Compleation of her Protnife , in adding to her 
Son a Help and AJJifeant in the great Work 
that he was to undertake j and that fence Jhe 
had reveal'd to her , that this Tomg Virgin 
jhou'd be the Vejfel Confecrated to this Office , 

fhe begfd the Hour might not be long defer d. 

The Picture by fome Art feem’d to Nod a 
Confent. Donna Angela was not a little pleas’d, 
and furpriz’d at what the heard, and faw, hit- 
ting'fq. ftrangely her Defires, which Ihe had 
not communicated by the leaft Word to the 
Prieft. But (he did not confider, that he had 
fufliciently difcovered by her earneft Requeft 
to fee this Miraculous Woman, that file not 
only believ’d the Jfi&ion, but was defirous of 

the fame Fate. 

• * ■ 1 * • > 

X 3 


THE 
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THE Pious good Woman, after her Pray¬ 
ers,greets Donna Angela with all the holy Sen¬ 
tences, that cou’d ferve to raife her Opinion of 
her, and confirm her Hypocrifie. She magni- 
fy’d the wonderful Power of the Virgin , and 
lelfen’d the Wonder, when Ihe was capable of 
doing all things by the Help of her Son, who 
never cou’d deny her any thing, Ihe alk’d. 
That the Age was now fo wicked, that nothing 
but a very great Miracle cou’d recover it, and 
fave their City from being fwallow’d up by 
the Sea. I know, my good Daughter (faid Ihe) 
that thou art fully fenjtble of this Necejfity , and 
of the Miracle, and the Power of the Virgin to 
work it ^ and, therefore, as. a Reward of thy 
Faith in her, Jhe has chofen thee, as an Inflru- 
raent of this Wonderful Work , and by me tells 
thee thy Dejires are granted, and what thou 
haft been Praying for pall be accomplip'd in a 
Week. For as I was made Pregnant by the 
Angel Gabriel, fo palt thou be by the ■ Arch- 

Angel Michael. But thou tnujl in the mean 
time purifie thy Body, and thy Mind •, and as 
thou hafl to Fight, attend at the fame Place, 
and the fame good holy Flan pall conduit thee 
to the Heavenly Vifion, and Joy that no Tongue 
can exprefs, iior any Mind imagine. 


THEN joining Hands, and faying the 
Rcfary together, and after the Lady of the 
Houfe had urg’d the Virgin to confirm her 

Promife to Donna Angela, the Pi&ur$ 

bow’dj 
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t » • » 

bow’d, and from its Eyes and Mouth darted 
flafhes of Fire, which expired in clouds of 
Smoke, that perfum’d the Room with all the 
Sweets of Arabia. Donna Angela was in fuch 
a Rapture, that they might have then put aii 
End to that Farce, had the GoodPrieft thought 
one Enjoyment enough for his Stomach. But 
he lik’d her too well to be fatisfy’d with that *, 
but having thus Artfully brought her Credu¬ 
lity to an abfolute Certainty he convey’d her 
back again to the Place where he met her, and 
with his Benediction difmifs’d her. 

% 

4 

0 

THIS Week was the molt tedious, that e- 
ver Donna Afigela had known. She number’d 

the Hours, and follow’d her Prayers to fuch 
a degree, that the Cardinal was affraid Devo¬ 
tion wou’d make her Mad, and therefore pro¬ 
pos’d to her to go to the Opera to Divert her j 
that the Mind was too frail in this.Body to be 

always intent on Devotion, and fhou’d there¬ 
fore be fometimes unbent to re’cruit its ftrength, 
and enable it to return to pious Duty, with 

greater Force, and Efficacy, 

* 

♦ 

BUT the Cardinal might have preach’d 
his Heart out before he cou’d have prevail’d 
with her to go to an Opera of the Flefh, when 
fhe was waiting for fo fpeedy a One of the 
Spirit. She put the Cardinal off, with Indif- 

pofition, and Averfion to Noife, and Compa- 

T 4 ny. 
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ny, and fueh like Excufes - and retir’d to her 

Clofet to enjoy her Prayers, and Wifties. 

* 

* ♦ 

AT laft the happy Day approaches, and by 
the fame means (he had before, fhe got to St. 
Marks , and finding there her Guide, fhe com¬ 
mits herfelf to him, and arrives at the Matrons 
Houfe, conduced up Stairs, and not now in¬ 
to the Appartment, where fhe had been before, 
but into a lofty Chappel all adorn’d with Pi¬ 
ctures, at the upper End a Magnificent Altar, 

and on it the Pidure of the Virgin , on each 
fide of which fupported by Pillars flood Two 

Marble Statues of St. Gabriel , and St. Michael , 

the Later with flowing Loofe Robes, with a 
Spear in his Hands, with which he pierc’d the 

Devil, who in 3 hideous Form he trod under 

his Feet. 


BEING come to the Chappel Door the 
Prieft took his Leave of her, and committed 
her to the Matron, fince the Mifleries, that 
were to b.e perform’d were not for fuch un- 
hollow’d Eyes, as his to behold, or for any 

Man how Pious foever to be prefent. So re¬ 
commending himfelf to her Prayers, he went 
about his Bufinefs, with a Promife to return 
by the Dufk of the Evening to convey the 
Lady home again. 






fall the Door after them. Approaching the 
Altar thus, both Knelt down, and after many 

tedious Prayers, they Rofe up, and the Matron 
led her to a fide of the Chappel, where flood 
a rich Couch, and by it a little Bath, which 
fhe affur’d her was holy Water confecrated by 
St. Michael himfelf, and in which fhe muff 
Bath her felf before fhe could be capable of 
his Embraces. The Ample Girl began to un- 
drefs her, and now all Naked difcover’d a Bo¬ 
dy, that might Tempt any Angel of Flefh and 

Blood. The Bath was moft Odoriferous, and 
warm enough to inflill a fort of Loofenefs of 

Wifhes, and Appetites for the Occafion. Af¬ 
ter fhe had Bath’d a little while the Sheet on 


the Couch was laid open to receive her, and 
dry her Body, which done fhe was order’d to 

lie there in that Pofture till the Approach of 
the Angel, whofe Prefence none was to fee 

but the Perfon he favour’d in that manner. 

• .• • r • 


THUS the Matron withdrawing.left none 
but my felf and Donna Angela ^ fhe in ex¬ 
pectation of the happy Moment, and I to fee 

what the End of this Farce wou’d prove. The 
Matron had not been long gone, but there was 
a little' Rumble as of diftant Thunder, and 
immediately the Room was all fill’d with 
Light, and the Statue of St. Michael flew 
down from the Pillar, to both our great dread, 
and aftonifhment, when another Clap of 

Thuu4 er turn’d all the Marble into fiefh, 
r • with 

♦ m ■ I 
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with Eyes, and Hands that began to move. 
I fled under the Couch now for fear, and 
Donna Angela was in a Trance, when the 
flowing Garments fell off, and deliver’d a 
Man ftark Naked to the View, only round 
his head there was a Wreath of Lawrel,which 
{hone like Fire, and in his hand he ftill held 
the Spear he did, when he was Marble, 

IN this pofture he approach’d the Couch, 
and took eafie Poffeflion of Angela's Perfon, 
it being fome time e’er her Fear wou’d fuffer 
her to know what Ihe was doing, and when 
Ihe came to her felf, the Joy Ihe experienced 
made her give a Loofe to her Pleafure in the 

Embraces of an Angel. 

* 

SOME hours they pafs’d in this amorous 
Encounter, and Donna Angela by Art laid fall 
afleep. Then I faw them remove the whole 
Machine, and place it again on the Pedeftal, 
and the Pious good Prieft remain in his Mor¬ 
tal State, while the Pious Matron help’d him 

to his Cloaths, and being drefs’d retir’d till 
Angela Wak’d. 

THE hour being come the Matron comes 
in and receives her in her Arms, having firft 

paid her the Refpect of a Confecrated Veffel. 
Now being Cloathed (he was led into a Room 
where the Prieft waited for her, and where 
{he was refrelh’d with a little Collation. 

And 



DONNA Angela , who had no Averfion 
to the Pleafure but what flie derived from 

i 

her fuppofing it a Sin, being now freed from 
that Fear was unfatisfy’d, that this fhou’d be 
the only Time of a Happinefs, which fhe ftill 
more defir’d. She had recommended her felf 
to the Prayers of the Matron of the Houfe, 
for the continuance of the Favour, till Ihe 
found her felf with Child, and now forgot 
not to defire the Prieft to put her in Mind of 
her Promife. 

HAVING made another Appointment, 
and parted with the Prieft fhe return’d home 
in good Order, and got in undifcover’d. 

I W A S not able to bear fo impious a piece 
of Blafphemy, and Prophanefs, and was there¬ 
fore refolv’d to undeceive th<= poor Lady from 
another Abufe, Accordingly being return’d 
to the fame Scene ,of Impiety, and Michael 

now difclos’d to the View, as formerly with 
nothing but his Spear in his hand, he having 
at the Feet of the Couch, laid it down I leap’d 
at his Naked Leg and gave him fuch a fqueeze 
as his Refolution was not able to fupport his 

Angelhood under the pain, but crying out, m 
a pittiful manner, endeavour’d to gain his 

Spear to run me through. But Donna An- 
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gela finding by his Voice and this A cl ion how 
fhe had been abufed, flew in his Face, and 
gave him fuch Bruizes in dangerous Parts, 
that he fell on the Couch, and roar’d out fo 
loud, that the pious Matron came in, in a 
Fright, and left the door Open. Angela had 
by this time got on fome of her Cloaths, and 
ran out the Moment, that the Bawd came in, 
and I with her down Stairs, and thence into 

the Street. Angela was in too great a Fright 

herfelf to look after me too, fo that as file was 
taking a G on Jala I was whip’d up by a Rogue, 
who made it his Bufinefs to Steal, and Sell 
Dogs of any curious Make. And having got 
me, foon brought me to the French Ambaila- 
dor’s Lady, who gave him two Ducats for me 
intending to carry me into France , whether 
' fhe was going with her Hufband, who was 
re-call’d, 2s foon as the Carnival was over. 
I was pleas’d, that Fortune had thus thrown 
me into the only Hands I cou’d defire, except 
thofe of an Englifl.1 Ambaflador returning to 
London,wheiz I cou’d only hope the Herb Sana 
Mente. However France was not out of my 
Way, and the Difcoveries I made during my 
Abode in that Nation were a fufficient amends 
for the delay of my returning to Man¬ 
hood. 

# 

t 

THE Confofion of the approaching Car¬ 
nival, was I fuppofe no fmall Advantage .to 

the Efcape of thofe concern’d in the Affair of 

Donna 
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Donna 'Angela: For I never cou’d hear, du- 
ring my fmall flay at Tenice , that they were 
difcover’d, or brought to any Punifhment for 
fo inipious a Villany. 

I SUPPOSE the young Lady was not 

fond of making a difcovery fo injurious to her 
Reputation \ or if (he did, it was with fo lit-- 
tie Noife, that it reach’d not my Lord Am- 
baflador. 






CHAP. 


4 



CHAP. VIII. 


A Trick put upon a French Man, by a Vene¬ 
tian Sharper. The Adve?itures of Feroce, 

and thofe of Don Superbo of Sardinia. 

* 

T HO’ I had thus chang’d my Quarters 

from Italian , to French , yet the Per¬ 
fections of my Perfon were fuch pow¬ 
erful Credentials, that they recommended me 
iu a moft particular manner to my Lady 
Ambalfadrefs, her Coufin, a young Lady of 
about eighteen, and my Lady’s principal "Wo¬ 
man, about twenty two, who had a Reft of 
Beauty enough to engage more Hearts, than 
One in Venice ^ as is plain from the Addreffes 
of Don Feroce , and Don Superbo f the for¬ 
mer of Valedolid, , the later of Sardinia , both 
now of the Train of the Spanijl) Ambaffador 
to the moft Serene Republic. 

I HAD not been long in this Family be¬ 
fore Dinner, and before that was over there 
came a poor Frenchman to fpeak with his 

Excellence, and when the Table was remov’d 
he was admitted to his Audience ^ the fub- 
ftance of it was to this Purpofe 3 


THAT he had been bafely Cheated by a 
Venetian of above three hundred Crowns , and 
he therefore befd his Excellence to fand his 

Friend 
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Friend to the Magi (irate, that he might at leaji 
have, his Money again. 

MY good Friend, faid the Ambaflador, you 

muft be a little plainer in your Account, you 
muft let me know in what manner the Cheat 
was committed, what Witneffes you have of 
the Fact, and what meafures you defire me 
to take, ill order to redrefs your Grievance. 

MY Lord , reply d the Frenchman, I have 

not been long come to Venice, where I had 
Letters of Recommendation to the Sign of the 
Sturgeon to take up my Quarters while lfaid in 
this City , as a place conveniently fituate for my 
Affairs *, which oblig'd me often to receive , and 
pay away Money , and to took to my Cajh. In 
the fame Inn lodg'd the Italian, who has done 
me this Wrongs He obferving me. frequently 
counting my Money in Public , with a falfe Face 
of Friendship , told me , That it was by no 
means fafe in this City for any Man to make 
fo public a Ihe'w of his Money: And there - 
fore advis'd me, as a Friend , when ever I had 

Qxcafion to weigh my Gold , or tell over my Sil¬ 
ver , 1 Jbou'd lock my felf up in my. Chamber , 

fince by doing it fo openly I expos'd my felf and 
to the Tricks of the Rogues' of the Town , who 
were-perpetually on the Watch for Prizes of that 
Nature , efpedally of Strangers , whofe Igno¬ 
rance of the Place , and People r might befl fe- 
cure them, in their Robbery. » - - 

ADVICE 




' I TOLD him very fmcerely , that this was 

the fmalleft Return I cou'd make for the Favours 
he had done me during the jhort Time of our 
Acquaintance *, and that therefore I wou'd com¬ 
ply with his Dejires, as fioon as he pleas'd .• He 
thank'd me for my Readinefs to ferve him , but 
defil'd me to remember what he had told me 
not long before, about keeping my Money clofe 
from the Eyes of all Men. Wherefore, (con¬ 
tinued he ) I take the fecureft way for both of 
us is to take a Gondola , in which rowing up, 
and down in the great Chanel, we may weigh 
our Gold without any ones feeing us, the Gon¬ 
doliers being with their Backs always to us. 


I TAKING this Rropofal to be theEjfeB 
of his great Caution immediately comply'd with 
his Defires. The next Morning therefore ta¬ 
king a Gondola we row'd into the Rio Grande, 

where we weigldd all my French Crowns with 

the 

* 
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the utmofl nicety, and then put them into his 
Purfe , and thence convey’d them into his Pock¬ 
et, as if thence he were drawing out the Pifto- 
lets which he was to give me in Exchange •. 
but by a fecret Signal given the Watermen the. 
Boat was run afore near the By-Alleys, and 
Lanes where he foon gave me the Slip, who 
was ignorant of the Turnings , and Windings . 
So having pur full him in vain , I took another 
Gondola, and direSled him to my Quarters, 
and examin’d my Landlord , but all he cou’d tell 
me, was , that he came to his Honfe but two 
Lays before me ^ but as for his Name, or where 

to find him, he knew no more, than I did. 
This is the whole Cafe, my Lord , and what 

1 have to beg of you is - What (inter¬ 

rupted the Ambailador) to fhow my felf as 
great a Fool as thee?—*No, no, go and learn 
better how to deal with thefe Venetians, nor 
truft them any more, than they will you. Be 
perpetually on your Guard • and fuppofe your 

felf furrounded with Pick-Pockets, and Cheats, 

this Conduft may protect you from future 
Milhaps, but for the paft I know of no Remedy 
but Patience. 



THE Ambalfador had fonre Bufinefs abroad, 
and took his Lady with him, leaving at home, 
Madammoifelie Charlotte her Coutin, and La 

U Nivelle „ 


i 
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Isivelle her Chief Woman to attend her, and 
me to comply with her Defire. The Arnbaf- 
fador, and his Lady had not been long gone 
but Don Feroce , and Don Superbo , came to 
make a Vifit, the former to Charlotte , and the 
latter to La Fivelle , but finding them both to¬ 
gether, they fat down, and on Enquiry made 
about the News of the Town, Don Feroce 
crave us an Account of a confiderable Sum of 

n 

Money loft by a Magnifico the Night before 
to a Gamejler of no great Reputation. 



» • % 

I DO not juftifie the ill Pradices of the 

Gamejlers (afjiund Don Feroce ) but yet I 
can’t but oppofe you, when you do what is 
too generally done in the World, condemn 
a Vice you have no Inclination to, and do yet 
practice a greater without any Remorfe. How 
many Mens Wives, and Daughters have you 

corrupted for your Profit, more than Pleamre, 

and 
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and yet fcarce ever thought it worth your Re¬ 
pentance? The Sharper ’tis true, often gets the 

Eflate of a Fool , but then he is more on the 
Square: His Profeffion is known •, every Man 
is fenfible, that Gaming is his Livelihood, and 

that his Bufinefs is to impofe oh you if he 
can fo that if you are Mailer of the lead 
Prudence in the World vou will not be drawn 

. J 

into his Snare. But you, under the Malk of 
Friendfhip, endeavour the Ruin of Families, 
by alienating the Affections of the Wife from 
the Hufband, and putting your own Ilfue in 
a Family that knows not how to prevent the 
Injury, becaufe it is Clandeftine, and perfor¬ 
med by Stealth. Mis a Cowardly Stab in 
the Back, againft which the Perfoij attaqued 
can have no Defence. 

T'HO’ you addrefs your Difcourfe to me (re- 
ply’d Don Superho j) with as little Manners, as 
Wit , yet I mu(l in Anfcoer reply, JirJl that I 
hdve nothing to do in the Caufe , and next 
that you have flated it wrong. For all Huf- 
hands in Spain, and Italy, take the State of 
Matrimony to be a State of War, and e'ery day 
expecting fome Amorous Stratagem on his Wife , 
fets a perpetual Guard upon her, fo that 
he who gains her , does it by the Strength of 
his Cunning , and Courage , and is fo far front 
Surprizing an Unarm d Man , that his Attaques 
are made on Fortrejfes well Manned. But I 
am the more Surpriz’d at your Difcourfe in this 

U 2 Place$ 
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Place, and of its being direBed to me, becaufe 
von are fenfible , that I am pretty well acquainted 
with your frequent and extraordinary Efforts 
in that way. 


I FREELY confefs ( interrupted Don 
Feroce J that I have always an entire Defer¬ 
ence to the Ladies that it has been the Aim, 
and Bufinefs of my Life to prove my felf their 
VaiTal: But Pleafure in this Chace has been 
mv only Object, and I never make any other 
Benefit of the Favours I receive, than what 
I find in the Arms of my Benefa&refs. 

A m 

D 0 N Super bo's Colour came and went on 
thefe Words of Feroce , fo that the Ladies 
fearing fome dangerous Event, feperated them 

immediately from each other. Charlotte ta¬ 
king Don Feroce by the hand led him fo 
fpeedily away, that flie left me behind her. 

La Nivelle in the mean while endeavoured to 

• • 

4 

pacific Don Super bo, as much as five cou’d \ not 
difdaining to allay the Heat of his Choler, by 
railing the Heat of his Love, fo to extinguish 
one Fire with another. The Don , tho’ full 
of Rage, at his Comrade, yet cou’d not be in- 
fenfible of the Favours of his fair French Wo¬ 
man, fo giving a Truce to his Refentment, 
apply’d himfelf wholly to Love* La Eivelle 
was of an amorous Conftitution, and found 
too little Checks on her Mind to difturb its 
Satisfaction, fo that fhe eafily admitted him 

to 
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to Freedoms, which were not wholly new to 
him and being fecure of Charlotte , 'and her 
Paramour, they fet no Bounds to their Willies 
but one anothers Arms. 


THIS made me reflect of how little Ad¬ 
vantage it was to a Woman’s Vertue to have 
thofe Liberties allow’d them, which the Ita¬ 
lians deny them. For indeed they do not 
feem proper Truftees for fuch a Charge, as 
the Honour of a Family, and ought only to 
be manag’d as in Italy, Spain , or the more 

Ealterly and Southerly Countries of Ajia, or 

Africa. ’Tis true it is a hard matter (as I had 
found by what I had Teen) to fecure a Woman 

Vith the utmoft Caution, but then, the Op¬ 
portunities being fo rare, the Crimes mull: be 
tjie fewer. 

. 1 

1 t 

♦ 

1 

t 

THE Enjoyments of Super bo, and La Ei- 
velle being now pretty well over, ihe.afk’d 
hnn the Reafon of that ill Humour, that Don 
Fero'ce feem’d to exprefs. I know not (replv’d 
Super bo} the Caufe , nor do I much trouble my 
Head about it, but the Effect I (hall refent in 
another manner , and in a more proper Time and 

Place. But be you Judge , my Fair Nivelle, if 

he of all Men ought to fall on rue for my Affairs 
with the Ladies,when I will give you In fiances 
of his Efforts that way , that none but a Man of 
the lafl AJfurance coud ever have attempted. 





THERE liv’d in Madrid one Don Horta- 

T • • • • ■ 


no, a Phyfician, whofe Practice being not 

confiderable enough to anfwer his Expences, 
betook himfelf to the Coining falfe Money 
which Courfe he had follow’d with fome Suc- 
cefs. But Crimes, that muft have Confede¬ 
rates, are not long conceal’d, fo Hortario be¬ 
ing betray’d by one of his Confidents, was 
taken up, Try’d, and Condemn’d to Death for 
what he had done. There is a fpace allow’d 
betwixt the Sentence, and Execution, which 
his Handfome Wife endeavoured to improve 
by his Pardon. She was advis’d by a Friend 
to apply herfelf to the Drench Ambaffador, of 
great Intereft then at Court, to mediate with 
his Majefty. And an Old Gentleman of Fe~ 
races Acquaintance, introduces her to him to 
draw her Petition in French , which he tin- 
derftood • which being done, the Old Gentle¬ 
man ftept to the Ambalfador’s to know how 
long it wou’d be before they cou’d fpeak with 

him; in the mean time Feroce not touch’d 

^ 1 • * % 4 * ’ • * 

with the forbidding Circumftance of the young 
Lady, all in Tears for her Hufband’s Danger, 

and her own Diftrefs, which muft follow his 

7 > > 

Death, ventures to make his Addrefs of Love 

• 6 

to her, with a ftrange Impudence of Hope of 
Succefs on fo unlovely an Occafion. 


THE Old Man goes and returns three or 
four Times, before the Time of the Ambalfa- 
dpr’s Leifurej and Feme, improv’d e’ery 

Moment 

f . < 
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Moment of his Abfence, till now having her 
in his Arms, and prefling her ciofe (lie let her 
head drop with confent into his Bofom, he 
takes the kind Summons, and lofing no time 

obtains the laft Favour before the Old Man’s 
laft Return when they ail went together to . 
the Ambaflador’s Quarters and deliver’d their 
Petition and this Epbejian Matron with Im¬ 
provements, after a Vifit to her Hufband in 
Captivity, retires to Feme’s Arms, and there 

part; a. more pleafant Night, than the Do cl or. 

THE Ambaflador cou’d only prevail for 
his Body after the Execution, which his Ver- 
tuous Wife carry’d home in her Lap •, and 
foon having interr’d him, went to remove fo 
difagreeable a Companion as Sorrow, in the 
Arms of her New Lover. 

HER Beauty foon got her a New Huflband, 
tho’ her Neceflity made her content with an 
Old Englijb Knight, who cou’d maintain her 

above Contempt, and who doated on her with 
aPaflion,that requir’d more Gratitude,than ever 
Ihe Allow’d him. For Feroce was ftill in her 
Heart, and Ihe feldom pleas’d when flie was- 
out of his Arms. But this Commerce cou’d 
not be fo privately carry’d on, but the Old 
Knight had fome fecret Intelligence of the 
matter *, which he cou’d not difguife from the 
fair Offender, who was fure to inform Don 
Feme of the Sufpicion in order to redouble 

V 4 
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His Caution. However it fo happen’d, that, 
in the midft of their Joys,they heard the Huf- 
band coming up Stairs, and all the Time he 
had was to flip out of the Room, and place 
himfelf on the Stairs that went up to another 
Story, which yet he ceil’d not afeend by rea- 
fon of a little Hatch, that he cou’d not in the 
Hurry unlockfo that he.was forc’d to Hand 
fqueez’d up in the little Noock, that was left, 
in hopes the Knight might pais by, and not 
fee him-, but it happen’d, that there was a 
Window on thofe Stairs, that call: the Shadow 
of die upper part of his Body on the contrary 
Wall, which made the Hulband look directly 
on Don Feroce , who finding himfelf difeove- 
red made him a reverend Bow, and told him 
He was come to wait on him to jujlifie himfelf 
againji the Calumnies , that had been rais'd on 
him of having a Criminal Affair with his Lady, 
whom he verily believ’d to be a. fecond Lucretia. 
The Knight had not imbib’d any. of the Spa- 
niff Humour, but receiv’d him very Civily, 
and alfur’d him, That tko * he had heard fuch 
a Report , yet he was better fatisfyd in his 
Wives Honour , and his , than to give any Cre¬ 
dit to the Story •, So after a Ihort Vifit, Don 
Feroce took his Leave*, and the Knight wait¬ 
ed on him down Stairs, as if the mdft con- 

- 4 ^ \ « f 

tented Cuckold alive \ or rather as if entirely 

fatisfy’d of his Wife’s Innocence. 


THE 
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THE next Morning early who fhou’dcome 
to his Bedlide but the Unfortunate Lady with 
Tears in her Eyes, and melancholly Com¬ 
plaints, that he had been her Ruin *," for the 
Knight after his Departure had declar’d his 

diffatisfa&ion, and feperating Beds that very 
Night, had the next Morning turn’d her out 
of Doors, with Proteftationts of never more 

having any thing to fay to her. Tho’ this 
was a Punilhment much milder, than cou’d 
be expected from any one that lived in Ma¬ 
drid, yet Don Faroee to comfort her perfwaded 
her to return, and throw her felf at his Feet, 

to own that he had caufe of Sufpicion, but 

to avow her Innocence, and allure him, That 
fhe wou’d never more fee, or admit Don Fero - 
ce any more into his Houfe j and not to leave 
him till her Tears and Prayers had remov’d 
his Indignation. For, fa id he, the Englilh are of 
fuch a Te?nper , that cannot refift imploring Beau¬ 
ty., and willfooner believe a Womans Protefla- 
tions , than their own Eyes. So drying her 
Tears with Kilfes banilh’d her Concern with 
Carelfes, that were ftill too agreeable to her, 
tho’ fhe had run fuch a Rifque of her Ruin al¬ 
ready for the unlawful Pleafure. 

% 

DON Femes Advice proved fo fuccefsful 
that the Lady was again received into Favour,, 
and fo far kept her Word,, that fhe never admit¬ 
ted her Gallant any more within the Houfe, 
but found means, as often as Opportunity of- 
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fer’d to meet elfewhere, and carrv’d on the 

' J 

Intrigue till the Old Knight was gather’d to 

his Fathers 3 and left her a brifk Widow to 

enjoy her Pleafure with Freedom and Beau¬ 
ty* ' 

BUT this is a Proof of the fickle Incon- 
ftancy of Doji Feroce , his Miftrefs being now 
at Liberty, and he having free accefs to her, 
was fo inconftant as to prove falfe to her with 
her Maid. For coming one day to Vifit her, 

fhe was abroad, and therefore he retir’d into 
the Parlour with the Maid, who had defired 
him to walk up to her Lady’s Apartment in 
vain. Having got her, as he fuppofed, alone, 
he threw her on the Bed, and notwithftand- 
ing all her Strugling had accomplilh’d his 
Defire, but feeling fomething elfe move on 
the Bed he remov’d the Curtain, and difco- 
ver’d a common Soldier faff afleep. Alarm’d 
with this Dilappointment he let the Maid go^ 
and went up to attend his Miftreffes Re¬ 
turn. 

BUT I fhou’d tire your Patience fhou’d I 
give you a full Account of all the Rambles of 
this faithlefs Don Feroce , who meerly out of 
fpite has attempted to blafl: my Reputation in 
your hearing. But I hope my dear Nive/le, 

you will not give any Credit to fo manifeft a 
Calumny. 
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LA Nivelle allur’d him of her good Opini¬ 
on of his Senfe, and his Conftancy, and was 
only troubled,that my Lord Ambanador’s hid¬ 
den Departure wou’d deprive her of a Pleafure, 
which could elfe have no End but Death. 
After fome Complements of this Nature Don 
Super bo took his Leave, and La Is tv elk went 
immediately to Madam Moifelle Charlotte , 
with me in her Arms. We found Don Feroce , 
and his Lady in ferious Difcourfe *, which La 
Nivelle interrupted in this manner •, Ton had 
peed, Don Feroce, to accnfe Don Superbo, 
when you knew how guilty you have your felf 
been of the Crimes you laid to his Charge. You 
have forgot Hortario, and the Englilh Knight 
at Madrid. —r~ She wou’d have gone on but 
that Charlotte interrupted her by alking the 
meaning of what Ihe had faid, fo fetting me 
down ihe repeated all the Story, which Ihe 
had heard from Don Superbo. 

T O deny the Affairs (faid Don Feroce ) is 
unworthy of my Honour. I do confefs, that 
moft of what he has told you is Truth •, but 

where is the Treachery of this, or what Man 
of Honour cou’d relift the Temptation of 
willing Beauty? But fince you have heard his 
Account of my Affair, pray do me the Juftice 
to. hear what I have to fay of his Life and 

Converfation. 

»» * * 1 
.** * 


IGU 

to * 
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YOU muft firft know then, that notwith- 

ftanding his Profefiions of Love for La Livelle , 
I have difcover’d his defigns on Madam Char¬ 
lotte , which was the Occafion of my treating 
him in that Manner before her. And if 
hereafter, he fliou’d endeavour to leffen me I 
defire you to refled, that it comes from the 
Mouth of a Rival, and a Native of Sardinia , 
who fhou#always be with Juftice fufpeded 
in what he fays of a Man, that he looks on 
with a Jealous Eye in the Chace of his Plea- 
fure or Profit. ’Tis but too Natural for a 
Rival to defame a Man, that is his Competi¬ 
tor for Beauty} and Generality in few can 
prevail over Self-Love, not regarding the bafe- 
nefs of the Means, that brings them to the 
Polfeffion of their WHhes. ’Tis true it is al¬ 
ways a hire Proof of a great Barrennefs of 
Merit, and a flavilh Fear of that of the Per- 
fon, that he wou’d fupplant. This fordid 
Temper of Rivals in general receives yet a 
grolfer Alloy from the Native Country of 
Von Superbo. The Principles of the Gentle¬ 
men of Sardinia , are fufficiently known in 
Spain, to fpring from Dulnefs, Self-Intereft, 
and Malice. For almoft the only Venemous 
Beafts of that Nation walk upon two Legs. 
They have the Serpents Cunning and Sting, 
and inftead of Toads, and Vipers they have 
Hypocrifie, Deceit, Calumny, Pride, Poverty, 
and Malice. As the Fogginefs of their Cli¬ 
mate clogs their Wit, and Underftanding, fo 
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the Weaknefs of thefe make the eafier Way 
for vile Treacheries, which Men of generous 
Souls, and good Senfe can never be guilty 
of. For a Fool has not Matter enough to 

L# 

make an honed: Man of, as a Conntry-Man of 
yours Madam has juftly obferv’d. Thus 
doubly corrupted by Paflion, and Principle, 
as a-Rival, and Sardinian , he may endeavour 
to make way for his own Pretenfions, by ex- 
tinguilhing thofe favourable Thoughts he ima¬ 
gines vour Ladifhip entertains for your hum¬ 
ble Servant. 

% 

# 

BUT to do Bon Super bo Juftice I mud tell 
you, that he is a Gentleman of an Antient 
Family in Spain , but his Ancedors for their 
own Advantage remov’d into Sardinia , where 
they had a considerable Edate, which being 
encumber’d by his Father was entirely Sold by 
Bon Superbo. Tho’ his Fortune was gone his 
Pride-of Birth remain’d, to which he added 
by ancying himfelf a Wit, tho’ a Wit of Satyr 
dinia is the odded Monder in Nature. 

HE was always extreamly inclin’d to the 
Fair Sex, and when yet very Young was 
drawn in to Marry a Courte-zan of the Town. 
But coming to himfelf, and deteding his Fol¬ 
ly, he left her, and by his Intered foon got 
a Commiffion in the Army, by which he re¬ 
mov’d far enough from that Domedick Igno¬ 
miny, Having acquitted himfelf very hono-' 

rably 
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rablv in his PofL on the Peace he returns to 
Spain, but the Wife was Dead, and he in the 
Bloom, and Vigour of his Youth, vet he Lad 
fo' great a Dread of Matrimony, that no Ad¬ 
vantage cou’d engage him again in the Noofe ^ 
but refolving to revenge himfelf on the whole 
Sex, he eftabliih’d this Maxim in his Mind, 
That no Tyes of Conference, and Morality ex¬ 
tended to the Affairs of Man and Woman. 

V • 

HIS Succefs was fo confiderable, that tho’ 
he had not one Penny left in the World of 
Eftate, he always kept up the Port of a Gen¬ 
tleman, and kept the beft Company, and was 
receiv’d well at the Court, and the Houfes of 
the Grandees which gave him the better 
Opportunity of purfuing his Defigns of ma¬ 
king All the Sex pay for the Tranfgreffion of 
One. 

I WILL not detain you with an hun¬ 
dred extraordinary Adventures of his (which 
I fhall referve to a better Opportunity) but 
only give you a Succind Account of One, 
from whence you may draw your Notion of 
his Principles in regard of Womankind. 

DON Alon&o de Almeida is a very near 
Relation of Don Superb0, who being ienfible 
of his Neceffities invites him to his Houfe, 
and makes him as free there, as if his own 

Son. But Don Superbo cou’d not live with¬ 
out 
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out an Affair, tho’ with his own Relation, 
and the Wife of his Benefactor. For as I told 
you before, he look’d on all the Rules of Mo¬ 
rality, and Honour void in Amours. 

YOU fee, that he is a Man of a very good 
Shape (as molt of the Men of his Country 
are) a tolerable Addrefs, and other Accom- 
plifhments, that may pleafe a Woman, efpe- 
cially one that is debarr’d all other Conver- 
fation. Donna Elvira , the Wife of Don Alon¬ 
zo, was a Lady of fome Remains of Beauty, 
and had yet in her Bofom fome Embers of 
that Fire, which once had burnt with a more 
outragious Heat. She had befides the Provo¬ 
cation of a peevifh old Hufband, that fquan- 

der’d away even that little Stock of Love, 
which his Years allow’d him, on her Maids, 
'or his Tenant’s Daughters, for a fickly Sto¬ 
mach always requires variety of Meats, while 
that, which is robufl, and ftrong, eats hearti¬ 
ly of One. 

DON Super bo had not Love enough to be 
Jealous of his Wife, and he was fatisfy’d, that 
his Obligations wou’d be a fufficient Curb to 
the Licentioufnefs of Don Superbo , fhou’d he 
have any Temptations to do him any Injury 
of that Nature j but finding no Charms in 
his Wife himfelf he was perfwaded Ihe was 
incapable of ftirring up Defire in any One 
elfe. 


IN 
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IN thefe Circumftances, and free Accefsit 
is no great Wonder, that Elvira , and Superbo , 
came at laft to a better Underftanding •, and 
in a little time to thofe Familiarities, whofe 
Guilt was enhanc’d by Ingratitude. But Su¬ 
perbo having made what Advantage he cou’d 
of Elvira , and weary of a Country Retreat, 
fell into an Acquaintance of Donna Catharina , 
Wife to a rich Banker of Seville , and whofe 
Relation to Elvira , had brought her to fee her 
in her Country Retreat. 

\ 

T HIS new Intrigue, tho’ not yet brought 
to perfection, cou’d not be hid from the Ob- 
fervation of Elvira , who was fenfible of the 
decay of the Fire of Superbo’s Affe&ion, but 
not of the caufe till their Indifcretion 
made the Difcovery. This bred a Mortal 
Quarrel betwixt the Lady’s, and foon made 
Catharina depart for Seville, The Anger 
of Elvira was not appeas’d by the Abfence 
of her Rival, or the renew’d Addreifes of 
Superbo , and nothing but Revenge wou’d fa- 
tisfie the Affront, fee thought put on her 
Charms, by his preferring the Beauty of Ca¬ 
tharina to hers. She therefore employs one 
of her Maids to procure her feme Poifon, 
which fee was refolved to adminifter^ which 
happen’d luckily for Don Superbo , that his very 
Faljhood was now his Deliverance, for he had 
received lately feme Civilities from this Maid, 
which gave him that Intereft in her Heart, 
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ready order'd to be bought , or of lofing his 
Fat :our by her accufing him of feme Attempts , 
fr.ee Phsdra, Fauftina, and others were Ex¬ 
amples , that a Woman balk'd of her defres flick 

at no Revenue on the Caufe of their Di['ap¬ 
pointment. 


T 0 confirm this he (hows her fond Letter 
before Enjoyment, and calls the Girl, that 
was to procure the Poifon. Both join’d to¬ 
gether fattsfy’d the old Alonzo of the Guilt of 
his Wife, whom he heartily hated before, that 
he was glad of the Opportunity of having a 
Pretence to ufe her worfe. So never exami¬ 
ning farther into the matter gives D on Su¬ 
perb four thousand Crowns to buy him fome 
Place, at Court, and gives him Letters of Re¬ 
commendation to his Friends to add by their 
Intereft to the Money he had given him. 


I SHALL not now tell von the Treat¬ 
ment that Donna Catharina met from him, 
to whom he went as foon as he had fettled 
his Affairs at Madrid. Let it fuffice in fhort 
that fhe far’d worfe, than Eliza while he get¬ 
ting off with the Prize, return’d to Madrid . 
But fearing fome ill Event took the Opportu¬ 
nity of coming hither to Venice , with the 
Spanifi Ambaflador, where our Acquaintance 
began, and where he has given me a whole 


Hiffory of his Life, for he glories in having 


* # 


the 


* 
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the Better of the Sex, not only in gaining 
their Hearts, but in Revenge, or tiling them 
ill. Were it not for this Principle, and that 

extream Opinion of himfelf, his Merit, and 
Quality, to which he thinks he may fecriftcb 
both Love, and Friendship the Man might 
pafs among the Fair and the Great. 

0 

THE Ladies were both ftrook with horror 

♦ 

on this Account of Don Superb0 but . Love 
wou’d not let La Mvelle give entire Credit to 
what Don Feroce had Laid, and that by his 
own Rule, fince a Rival is not to be believ’d 

% «/ • k 

in his Account of his Rival. 

9 

0 

DON Feme took his leave, and when he 
was gone Charlotte and La Mvelle agreed to 
try D071 Superb, and give him an Opportu¬ 
nity of Ihowing his Falftiood. The firft Op¬ 
portunity, they had, Super bo was admitted, and 
Loan left alone with Charlotte , who on pur- 
.pofe caft many favourable Eyes towards him. 
His own Vanity aiTur’d him of the Conquelh 
and made him advance with fuch Confidence, 
that he -plainly told her his Lpve had long 
been for her j that indeed he had had fome 
little Emotions for La'Mvelle, but that the 
/Moon and Stars might as well contend for 
Brightness with the Sun, as Mvelle , with her 

Befides there was a Charm in 

which heightens all Beauty, and 

X 2 • tho' 


Ladyfliip. 

Quality, 
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•tho’ He knew that La Eivelle was a Gentle¬ 
woman, yet he never before defended to aft 
Amour on her Level. Charlotte having heard 
as much, as Ike car’d for, and LaVivelle more, 

than (he cou’d bear with Patience and Si- 

» • 

-lence. came out and interrupted his near¬ 
er Approaches, which he was juft then 


beginning. 


She (aid all, that a Deferted 


Xady cou’d fay and he in fome Confu¬ 
sion -ran away, and left her to vent her 
Paftion by her felf. Nor did I ever fee 
him there all the while we ftaid at Ve¬ 


nice. 


\ 9 


.OUR Abode there, indeed, was not long 
after this Breach betwixt the Lovers * 5 and 

our Correfpondence too little with the Qua¬ 
lity: to give me many Obfervations worth 
committing to the Frefs. But being now 
quite tir’d of the Vices of Italy, I loiig’d till 
we remov’d to another Scene of Affairs •, that 

I might find whether the Difference of the 

Vices of the Tramontani, and the Italians, was 
as great as that of their Manners: TheRefult 
of my Obfervations, gentle Reader, I ihali 
give you in my Second Part } which will 
contain my Travels through fome other Parts 
of Europe , till my Arrival in England, and my 
Reftoration to my priftine State of Humanity j 
which enabled me to commit to Pofterity the 

. Difcoveries I have made \ which if of any Ufe 

to 

♦ 
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to the Pleafure, or Benefit of any, I have my 
Defire. Farewel with a fcrap of Old Latin, 
which may make thee, the more eafily draw 
an Advantage from my Book. 

F'&lix quern faciunt aliena fericula Cautuni. 
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